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TO 



HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY 

CHARLES X*. 

KING OF FRANCE AND NAVARRE. 

SIRE, 

\rOUR Majesty's, most gracious acceptance 
-■- of a Copy of the Works of Mr. Burke, 
and your condescension in permitting this last 
Volume* of those works to be inscribed with 
your Majesty's name, would alone an^ly re- 
munerate the Editor for all his pains and la^ 
hours in preparing them for the press ; but he 
is confident, that your Majesty will concede to 
him, that the greatest gratification he can derive 
from his labours is to be found in the. reflection, 
that mankind will be benefitted by the publica- 
tion of sentiments religious, moral, and political, 
which will tend to enlighten both Princes and 
Subjects upon their respective duties. 

• In presenting to your Majesty this work, may 
I presume to point out, in a few words, its six 
principal features. — 1st, American Taxation — 

2d. 
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DEDICATION. 

2d, A system of Economy in the Public Ex- 
penditure, combined with additional security 
for the Independence of Parliament — 3d, East 
Indian Delinquency — 4th, French Revolution 
«— 5tb, Emancipation of Roman Catholic Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom — 6th, Abolition of Negro 
Slavery. 

Whilst your Majesty admires the eftbrts of 
Mr, Burke's genius both in resisting lawless 
power, and in correcting popular errors, you 
will recognise and adore the goodness of that 
divine Providence, which is, perhaps, in no 
respect more conspicuous than in giving ex* 
istence, as occasion may require, to human 
talents^ and to other instruments adequate to 
the purposes of It's mysterious dispensations. 

Of these instruments the virtues of Princes 
^e among the most noble. May those of your 
Majesty and of your family be the blessing of 
your people. When after the close of a reign, 
which I pray God may be long and prosperous, 
your Majesty's subjects shall have reaped the 
fruits of your Majesty's experience, and inflex- 
ible adherence to the principles so cleaily de- 
veloped and so ably enforced by this great 
Writer, the merits of the Sage and of the 
Prince will be justly appreciated. 

Deign 



DEDICATION. 

Deign, Sire, to accept the homage of my 
most peiiect respect, and the assurance of my 
fervent vows for the welfare of your Majesty, 
and of your most august family } and permit 
me to subscribe myself. 

Sire, 
Your Majesty's most obedient, 

and most humble Servant, 



Walker Rochester. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Account xvJiich is heregive?!, of wlmt passed 
in the Hou^e of Lords a7id in tJie House of Com- 
mons, relative to the Report of the Committee of 
the Commons appointed to inspect tlie Journals of 
the Lords, was, through inadvertency, omitted to 
be published together with that Report, at the end 
of the Seventh Volume.* 



THE preceding Report was ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Members of the House 
of Commons, and was soon afterwards reprinted 
and published, in the shape of a pamphlet, by 
a London bookseller. In the course of a de- 
bate which took place in the House of Lords 
on Thursday the 22d of May 1791, on the 
Treason and Sedition Bills, Lord Thurlow took 
occasion to mention ** a Pamphlet which his 
Lordship said was published by one Debrett, of 
Piccadilly, and which had that day been put 
into his hands, reflecting highly upon the Judges 

and 
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and many Members of that House ; this Pam* 
phiet was, he said, scandalous and indecent, and 
such as he thought ought not to pass unnoticed. 
He considered the villifying and misrepresent- 
ing the conduct of judges and magistrates en- 
trusted with the administration of justice and 
the laws of the country, to be a crime of a very 
heidous nature, and most destructive in its con- 
sequences, because it tended to lower them in 
the opinion of those who ought to feel a prefer 
reverence and respect for their high and im- 
portant stations; and that when it was stated 
to the ignorant or the wicked, that their judges 
and magistrates were ignorant and corrupt, it 
tended to lessen their respect for and obedience 
to the laws themselves, by teaching them to 
think ill of those who administered them/' On 
the next day Mr. Burke called the attention of 
the House of Commons to this matter, in a 
Speech to the following effect : 

" Mr Speaker, 

" THE license of the present times makes 
" it very difficult for us to talk upon certain 
" subjects in which Parliamentary order is in^ 
" volved. It is difficult to speak of them with 
" regularity, or to be silent with dignity* and 
'^ wisdom; All our proceedings have been con- 
*' stantly published, according to the discretion 
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'^ and ability of individuals out of doors, with 
*^ impunity, almost ever since I came into Par- 
f* liament. By usage, the people have obtained 
^* something like a prescriptive right to this 
^* abuse. I do not justify it ; but the abuse is 
•* now grown so inveterate, that to punish it 
without previous notice would have an ap* 
pearance of hardship, if not injustice. The 
publications I allude to are frequently erro* 
neous as well as irregular, but they are not 
always so ; what they give as the reports and 
** resolutions of this House, have sometimes 
been given correctly. And it has not been 
uncommon to attack the proceedings of the 
House itself under colour of attacking these 
irregular publications^ Notwithstanding how- 
^* ever this colourable plea, this House has, in 
<< some instances, proceeded to punish the per- 
*^ sons who have thus insulted it. You will here 
^* too remark. Sir, that when a complaint is 
** made of a piratical edition of a work, the 
** authenticity of the original work is admitted, 
^* and whoever attacks the matter of the work 
^* itself in these unauthorized publications, does 
*' not attack it less than if he had attacked it in 
** an edition authorized by the writer. 

^* I understand. Sir, that in a place which 
•* I greatly respect, and by a person for whom 
<* I have likewise a great veneration, a pam- 
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phlet published by a Mr. Debrett, has been 
very heavily censured. That pamphlet, I hear, 
(for I have not read it) purports to be a Report 
made by' one of your Committees to this 
House. It has been censured (as I am told) 
by the person and in the place I have men- 
" tioned, in very harsh and very unqualified 
terms. It has been there said (and so far very 
truly) that at all times, and particularly at 
this time, it is necessary for the preservation 
" of order and the execution of the law, that 
*< the characters and reputation of the Judged 
" of the Courts in Westminster Hall should be 
** kept in the highest degree of respect and 
^* reverence; and that in this pamphlet, described 
by the name of a libel, the characters and con- 
duct of those Judges upon a late occasion 
^' have been aspersed, as arising from ignorance 
*• or corruption. 

'* Sir, combining all the circumstances, I 
'< think it impossible not to suppose that thi^ 
" Speech does not reflect upon a Report which; 
*• by an order of the Committee on which I 
** served, I had the honour of presenting to this 
" House. For any thing improper in that 
<< Report I am responsible, as well as the Mem- 
'< bers of the Committee, to this House, and td 
^^ this House only. The matters contained in 
<< ity and the observations upon them are sub- 
VoL'XV. b " mitted 
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** mitted to the wisdom of the House^ that you 
** may act upon both in the time and manner 
" that to your judgment may seem most ex- 
•• pedient ; or that you may not act upon them 
«* at all, if you should think that most expedient 
for the pubUck good. Your Committee has 
obeyed your orders ; it has done its duty in 
*^ making that Report. 

^* I am of opinion with the eminent person 
^^ by whom that Report is censured, that it is 
** necessary at this time very particularly that 
*^ the authority of Judges should be preserved 
^' and supported. This however does not de- 
*< pend so much upon us as upon themselves. 
*' It is necessary to preserve the dignity and 
'^ respect of all the Constitutional authorities. 
*^ This, too, depends in part upon ourselves. 
♦* It is necessary to preserve the respect due to 
the House of Lords ; it is full as necessary to 
preserve the respect due to the ' House of 
<* Commons J upon which (whatever may be 
*• thought of us by some persons) the weight 
*' and force of all other authorities within this 
<* kingdom essentially depend. If the power of 
^* the House of Commons be degraded or encr- 
" vated, no other can stand. We must be true 
" to ourselves. We ought to animadvert upon 
*^ any of our Members who abuse the trust we 
*^ place in them } we must support those who, 
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** without regard to consequences, perform theit 
duty. 

With regard to the matter which I am 
now submitting to your consideration, I must 
say for your Committee of Managers and for 
•^ myself, that the Report was deliberately made, 
and does not, as I conceive, contain any very 
material errour, nor any undue or indecent 
reflection upon any person or persons what- 
ever. It does not accuse the Judges of igno- 
rance or corruption. Whatever it says, it 
** does not say calumniously. That kind of 
** language belongs to persons whose eloquence 
*^ entitles them to a free use of epithets. The 
Report states, that the Judges had given thelt 
opinions secretly, contrary to the almost un- 
<^ interrupted tenor of Parliamentary usage oh 
*^ such occasions. It states, that the mode of 
** giving the opinions was unprecedented and 
*' contrary to the privileges of the House of 
<< Commons. It states, that the Committee did 
<< not know upon what rules and principles 
** the Judges had decided upon those cases, as 
" they neither heard their opinions delivered, 
** nor have found them entered upon the Jour- 
" nals of the House of Lords. It is very true, 
** that we were and are extremely dissatisfied 
" with those opinions, and the consequent deter- 
^^ minations of the Lords; and we do not think 
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such a mode of proceeding at all justified by 
the most numerous and the best precedents. 
None of these sentiments is the Committee, as 
I conceive, (and I feel as little as any of 
them) disposed to retract, or to soften in the 
smallest degree. 
" The Report speaks for itself. Whenever 
an occasion shall be regularly given to main- 
tain every thing of substance in that paper, 
I shall be ready to meet the proudest name for 
ability, learning, or rank, that this kingdom 
contains, upon that subject. Do I say this 
from any confidence in myself? Far from it. 
It is from my confidence in our cause, and in 
the ability, the learning, and the Constitutional 
principles, which this House contains within 
itself, and which I hope it will ever contain ; 
and in the assistance which it will not fail to 
afibrd to those, who with good intention do 
their best to maintain the essential privileges 
of the House, the ancient law of Parliament, 
and the publick justice of this kingdom." 



No Reply or Observation was made on the 
subject by any other Member, nor was any far- 
ther notice taken of it in the House of Lords. 



TRIAL 



OF 



WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

WEDNESDAY, 28th MAY 1794. 



FIRST DAY OF REPLY. 
(MR. BURKE.) 

MY LORDS, 

np^ HIS Business, which has so long employed 
-*• the pubiick Councils of this Kingdom, so 
long employed the greatest and most august of 
its Tribunals, now approaches to a close. The 
wreck and fragments of our Cause (which has 
been dashed to pieces upon rules by which your 
Lordships have thought fit to regulate its pro- 
gress) await your final determination. Enough, 
however, of the matter is left to call for the 
most exemplary punishment, that any tribunal 
ever inflicted upon any criminal ; and yet, my 
Lords, the Prisoner, by the plan of his defence, 
demands not only an escape, but a triumph. It 
is not enough for him to be acquitted, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain must be condemned ; 
Vol. XV. B and 



2 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

and your Lordships must be the instruments of 
his glory, and of our disgrace. This is the issue 
upon which he has put this Cause, and the issue 
upon which we are obliged to take it now, and 
to provide for it hereafter. 

My Lords, I confess, that at this critical 
moment I feel myself oppressed with an anxiety, 
that no words can adequately express. The 
effect of all our labours, the result of all our 
inquiries, is now to be ascertained. You, my 
Lords, are now to determine, not only whether 
ail these labours have been vain and fruitless, 
but whether we have abused so long the publick 
patience of our country, and so long oppressed 
merit, instead of avenging crime. I confess I 
tremble, when I consider that your judgment is 
now going to be passed, not on the Culprit at 
your bar, but upon the House of Commons 
itself, and upon the publick justice of this King- 
dom, as represented in tliis great Tribunal. It 
is not that Culprit who is upon trial, it is the 
House of Commons that is upon its trial, it is 
the House of Lords that is upon its trial, it is 
the British Nation that is upon its trial before 
all other nations, before the present generation, 
and before a long, long posterity. 

My Lords, I should be ashamed, if at this 
moment I attempted to use any sort of rhetorical 
blandishments whatever. Such artifices would 

neither 
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neither be suitable to the Body that I represent, 
to the Cause which I sustain, or to my own indi- 
vidual disposition upon such an occasion. My 
Lords, we know very well what these fallacious 
blandishments too frequently are. We know 
tliat they are used to captivate the benevolence 
of the Court, and to conciliate the affections of 
the Tribunal rather to the person tlian to the 
Cause. We know that they are used to stifle 
the remonstrances of conscience in the judge, and 
to reconcile it to the violation of his duty. We 
likewise know, that they are too often used in 
great and important causes (and more particu- 
larly in causes like this) to reconcile the pro- 
secutor to the powerful factions of a protected 
Criminal, and to the injury of those who have 
suffered by his crimes ; thus inducing all parties 
to separate in a kind of good humour, as if they 
had nothing more than a verbal dispute to settle, 
or a slight quarrel over a table to compromise. 
All this may now be done at the expense of the 
persops whose cause we pretend to espouse; 
We may all part, my Lords, with the most 
perfect complacency, and entire good humour 
towards one another ; while nations, whole suf- 
fering nations, are left to beat the empty ait 
with cries of misery and anguish, and to cast 
forth to an offended heaven the imprecations of 
disappointment and despair. 

B 2 One 



4 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

One of the counsel for the Prisoner (I think 
it was one who has comported himself in this 
Cause with decency), has told your Lordships, 
that we have come here on account of some 
doubts entertained in the House of Commons, 
concerning the conduct of the Prisoner at your 
bar ; that we shall be extremely delighted when 
his defence, and your Lordship's judgment shall 
have set him free, and shall have discovered to 
us our error ; that we shall then mutually con- 
gratulate one another, and that the Commons, 
and the Managers who represent them here, will 
be the first to rejoice in so happy an event, and 
so fortunate a discovery. 
. Far, far from the Commons of Great Britain 
be all manner of real vice; but ten thousand 
times further from them, as far as from pole to 
pole, be the whole tribe of false, spurious, 
affected, counterfeit, hypocritical virtues. These 
are the things which are ten times more at war 
with real virtue, these are the things which 
are ten times more at war with real duty, than 
any vice known by its name, and distinguished 
by its proper chairiacter. 

My Lords, far from us, I will add, be that 
false and affected candour, that is eternally in 
treaty with crime; that half virtue, which, like 
the ambiguous animal that flies about in the 
twilight of a compromise between day and 

night, 
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night, is to a just man's eye an odious and dis* 
gusting thing. There is no middle point, in 
which the Commons of Great Britain can meet 
tyranny and oppression. No, we never shalt 
(nor can we conceive that we ever should) pass 
from this bar, without indignation, without rage 
and despair, if the House of Commons should, 
upon such a defence as has here been made 
against such a Charge as they have produced, 
be foiled, baffled, and defeated. No, my Lords, 
we never could forget it ; a long, lasting, deep, 
bitter memory of it would sink into our minds. 

My Lords, the Commons of Great Britain 
have no doubt upon this subject. We came 
hither to call for justice, not to solve a problem ; 
and if justice be denied us, the accused is not 
acquitted, but the Tribunal is condemned. We 
know, that this man is guilty of all the crimes 
which he stands accused of by us. We have 
not come here to you, in the rash heat of a day, 
with that fervor which sometimes prevails in 
popular assemblies, and frequently misleads 
them. No j if we have been guilty of error 
in this Cause, it is a deliberate error ^ the fruit 
of long, laborious inquiry ; an error founded on 
a procedure in Parliament, before we camie here; 
the most minute, the most circumstantial, and 
the most cautious, that ever was instituted. 
Instead of coming, aa we did in Lord Strafford's 

B 3 case. 



6 SPBECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

case, and in some others, voting the impeach- 
ment, and bringing it up on the same day, this 
impeachment was voted from a general sense 
prevailing in the House, of Mn Hastings's cri- 
minality, after an investigation begun in the year 
I78O, and which produced, in 1782, a body of 
resolutions condemnatory of almost the whole 
of bis conduct. Those resolutions were formed 
by the Lord Advocate of Scotland, and carried 
in our House by the unanimous consent of all 
parties. I mean the then Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, now one of His Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, and at the head of this very 
Indian department. 

Afterwards, when this defendant came home 
in the year 1785, we re-instituted our inquiry. 
We instituted it, as your Lordships and the 
world know, at his own request made to us by 
bis agent then a Member of our House. We 
entered into it at large ; we deliberately moved 
for every paper, which promised information on 
the subject. These papers were not only pro- 
duced on the part of the prosecution, as is the 
case before Grand Juries ; but the friends of the 
Prisoner produced every document, which they 
could produce for his justification. We called 
all the witnesses, which could enlighten us in 
the Cause, and the friends of the Prisoner like- 
wise called every witness, that could possibly 

throw 



OF WARREN HAHTlKGlif ESQ. 7 

throw any light iu his favour. After all these 
long deliberations, we referred the whole to a 
Committee. When it had gone through that 
Committee and we thought it in a fit state to be 
digested into these charges, we referred the 
matter to another Committee, and the result of 
that long examination and the labour of these 
Committees is the Impeachment now at your 
bar. 

If therefore we are defeated here, we cannot 
plead for ourselves, that we have done this from 
a sudden gust of passion, which sometimes agi- 
tates and sometimes misleads the most grave 
popular assemblies. No, it is either the fair 
result of twenty- two years deliberation that we 
bring before you ; or what the Prisoner says is 
just and true;— that nothing but malice in the 
Commons of Great Britain could possibly pro- 
duce such an accusation as the fruit of such 
an Inquiry. My Lords, we admit this state- 
ment, we are at issue upon this point, and we 
are now before your Lordships, who are to 
determine whether this man has abused his 
power in India for fourteen years, or whether 
the Commons has abused their power of in- 
quiry, made a mock of their inquisitorial autho* 
rity, and turned it to purposes of private malice 
and revenge. We are not come here to com*^ 
promise matters, we do not admit that our fame, 

B 4 our 
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our honours, nay, the very inquisitorial power 
of the House of Commons is gone, if this man 
be not guilty. 

My Lords, great and powerful as the House 
of Commons is, (and great and powerful I hope 
it always will remain), yet we cannot be insen- 
sible to the effects produced by the introduction 
of forty millions of money into this country 
from India. We know, that the private for- 
tunes which have been made there pervade this 
kingdom so universally, that there is not a sin- 
gle parish in it unoccupied by the partisans of 
the Defendant. We should fear, that the fac- 
tion which he has thus formed by the oppression 
of the people of India would be too strong for 
the House of Commons itself, with all its power 
and reputation, did we not know, that we have 
brought before you a Cause which nothing can 
resist. 

I shall now, my Lords, proceed to state what 
has been already done in this Cause, and in 
what condition it now stands for your judgment. 

An immense mass of criminality was digested 
by a Committee of the House of Commons; but 
although this mass had been taken from another 
mass still greater, the House found it expedient 
to select twenty specific charges, which they 
afterwards directed us their managers to bring 
to your Lordships* Bar. Whether that which 

has 
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has been brought forward on these occasions, 
or that which was left behind, be more highly 
criminal, I for one, as a person most concerned 
in this inquiry, do assure your Lordships tliat it 
is impossible for me to determine. 

After we had brought forward this Cause, 
(the greatest in extent that ever was tried be- 
fore any human Tribunal, to say nothing of the 
magnitude of its consequences ;) we soon found, 
whatever the reasons might be, without at pre- 
sent blaming the Prisoner, without blaming your 
Lordships, and far are we from imputing blame 
to ourselves, we soon found that this Trial was 
likely to be protracted to an unusual length. 
The Managers of the Commons, feeling this, 
went up to their constituents to procure from 
them the means of reducing it within a compass 
titter for their management and for your Lord- 
ships' judgment. Being furnished with this 
power, a second selection was made upon the 
principles of the first ; not upon the idea, that 
what we left could be less clearly sustained, but 
because we thought a selection should be made 
upon some juridical principle^ With this im- 
pression on our minds, we reduced the whole 
Cause to four great heads of guilt and crimina- 
lity. Two of them, namely, Benares and the 
Begums, show the effects of his open violence 
and injustice: the other two expose the prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of pecuniary corruption, upon which the 
Prisoner proceeded; one of these displays his 
passive corruption in receiving bribes, and the 
other his active corruption, in which he has 
endeavoured to defend his passive corruption, 
by forming a most formidable faction both 
abroad and at home. There is hardly any one 
act of the Prisoner's corruption, in which there 
is not presumptive violence ; nor any acts of his 
violence, in which there are not presumptive 
proofs of corruption. These practices are so 
intimately blended with each other, that we 
thought the distribution which we have adopted 
would best bring before you the spirit and 
genius of his government ; and we were con* 
vinced, that if upon these four great heads of 
charge, your Lordships should not find him 
guilty, nothing could be added to them which 
would persuade you so to do. 

In this way and in this state, the matter now 
comes before your Lordships. I need not tread 
over the ground, which has been trod with such 
extraordinary abilities by my brother managers ; 
of whom I shall say nothing more, than that 
the Cause has been supported by abilities equal 
to it ; and, my Lords, no abilities are beyoud it. 
As to the part which I have sustained in this 
procedure, a sense of my own abilities, weighed 
with the importance of the Cause, would have 

made 
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made me desirous of being left out of it ; but 
I had a duty to perform, which superseded every 
personal consideration, and that duty was obe* 
dience to the House, of which I have the honour 
of being a member. This is all the apology I 
shall make. We are the Commons of Great 
Britain, and therefore cannot make apologies. 
I can make none for my obedience; they want 
none fpr their commands. They gave me this 
office, not from any confidence in my ability, 
but from a confidence in the abilities of those 
who were to assist me, and from a confidence in 
my zeal, — a quality, my Lords, which often times 
supplies the want of great abilities. 

In considering what relates to the Prisoner 
and to his defence, I find the whole resolves 
itself into four heads. First, his demeanour and 
his defence in general : secondly, the principles 
of his defence : thirdly, the means of that de* 
fence } and, fourthly, the testimonies which he 
brings forward to fortify those means, to sup- 
port those principles, and to justify that de- 
meanour. 

As to his demeanour, my Lords, I will veii>* 
ture to say, that if we fully examine the con* 
duct of all prisoners brought before this high 
Tribunal, from the time that the Duke of 
Sufiblk appeared before it, down to the time 
of the appearance of my Lord Macclesfield ; if 

we 
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we fully examine the conduct of prisoners in 
every station of life, from my Lord Bacon down 
to the smugglers who were impeached in the 
reign of King William, I say my Lords, that 
we shall not, in the whole history of Parlia- 
mentary trials, find any thing similar to the de- 
meanour of the Prisoner at your bar. What 
could have encouraged that demeanour, your 
Lordships will, when you reflect seriously upon 
this matter, consider. God forbid that the 
authority either of the prosecutor or of the 
judge should dishearten the Prisoner so as to 
circumscribe the means or enervate the vigour 
of his defence. God forbid that such a thing 
should even appear to be desired by any body 
in any British tribunal. But my Lords, there 
is a behaviour which broadly displays a want of 
{sense, a want of feeling, a want of decorum ; 
a behaviour which indicates an habitual de- 
pravity of mind, that has no sentiments of 
propriety, no feeling for the relations of life, 
no conformity to the circumstances of human 
afiairs. This behaviour does not indicate the 
spirit of injured innocence, but the audacity of 
hardened, habitual, shameless guilt; affording 
legitimate grounds for inferring a very defective 
education, very evil society, or very vicious 
habits of life. There is, my Lords, a nobleness 
in modesty ; while insolence is always base and 

servile. 
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servile. A man who is under the accusation of 
his country is under a very great misfortune. 
His innocence indeed may at length shine out 
like the sun, yet for a moment it is under a 
cloud ; his honour is in abeyance ; his estima- 
tion is suspended ; and he stands as it were a 
doubtful person in the eyes of all human so* 
ciety. In that situation, not a timid, not an 
abject, but undoubtedly a modest behaviour, 
would become a person even of the most ex- 
alted dignity, and of the firmest fortitude. 

The Romans (who were a people that un* 
derstood the decorum of life as well as we do), 
considered a person accused to stand in such a 
doubtful situation, that from the moment of 
accusation he assumed either a mourning, or 
some squalid garb i although, by the nature of 
their constitution, accusations were [ brought 
forward by one of their lowest magistrates. The 
spirit of that decent usage has continued from 
the time of the Romans till this very day. No 
man was ever brought before your Lordships, 
that did not carry the outward as well as inward 
demeanour of modesty, of fear, of apprehen- 
sion, of a sense of his situation, of a sense of 
our accusation, and a sense of your Lordships' 
dignity. 

These, however, are but outward things j they 
are, as Hamlet says, ^* things whi<ih' a nian may 

play. 
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play." But, my Lords, this Prisoner has gone a 
great deal further than being merely deficient 
in decent humility. Instead of defending him- 
self, he has, with a degree of insolence un- 
paralleled in the history of pride and guilt, 
cast out a recriminatory accusation upon the 
House of Commons. Instead of considering 
himself as a person already under the condem- 
nation of his Country, and uncertain whether or 
not that condemnation shall receive the sanction 
of your verdict, he ranks himself with the suf- 
fering heroes of antiquity. Joining with them, 
he accuses us, the Representatives of his Coun- 
try, of the blackest ingratitude, of the basest 
motives, of the most abominable oppression, not 
only of an innocent, but of a most meritorious 
individual, who, in your, and in our service, has 
sacrificed his health, his fortune, and even suf- 
fered his fame and character to be called in 
question, from one end of the world to the other. 
This, I say, he charges upon the Commons of 
Great Britain ; and he charges it before the 
Court of Peers of the same Kingdom. Had I 
not heard this language from the Prisoner, and 
afterwards from his counsel, I must confess I 
could hardly have believed that any man could 
so comport himself at your Lordships bar. 

After stating in his defence the wonderful 
things he did for us, he says, *< I maintained 

'• the 
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" the wars, which were of your formation, or 
that pf others, not qfmine. I woq one mem 
her pf the great Indian confederacy from itf 
by an act of seasonable restitution ; with aa^^ 
other, I maintained a secret intercourse, and 
converted him into a friend ; a third, I drew 
off* by diversion and negotiation, and em- 
ployed him ^ the instrument of peace. Whea 
** 1/ou cried out for peace, and your cries were 
heard by those who were the objects of it, I 
resisted this and eveiy other species of coun-^ 
teraction, by rising in my demands, and ac-r 
complished.^ peace, and I hope an everlast- 
ing one, with one great state; and I at 
least affprded the efficient means by which 
a peace,: if not so durable, more seasonable 
** at. least, , was. accomplished with another. I 
<< gave you all; and you have rewarded me 
** with confiscation, disgrace and a Itfe of imr 
** peachmenU^^ 

Comparing our conduct with that of thd 
people of Indict he says, ^' They manifested a 
<< generosity, of which we have no example iu 
<* the European world* Their conduct was the 
'^ effect of their sense of gratitude for the be- 
*' nefits they had received from my adminis- 
'^ tration. I wish I could say as much of my 
" owa countrymeQ4" 

My Lords, here then we have the Prisoner at 

your 



(C 

« 

<< 
it 
4i 



16 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

your bar in his demeanour not defending him- 
self, but recriminating upon his country ; charg- 
ing it with perfidy, ingratitude and oppression, 
and making a comparison of it with the Banyans 
of India, whom he prefers to the Commons of 
Great Britain. 

My LfOrds, what shall we say to this de- 
meanour ? With regard to the charge of using 
him with ingratitude, there are two points to be 
considered. First, the charge implies that he 
had rendered great services ; and secondly, that 
he has been falsely accused. 

My Lords, as to the great services, they have 
not, they cannot come in evidence before you. 
If you have received such evidence, you have 
received it obliquely ; for there is no other direct 
proof before your Lordships of such services, 
than that of there having been great distresses 
and great calamities in India, during his govern- 
ment. Upon these distresses and calamities, he 
has, indeed, attempted to justify obliquely the 
corruption that has been charged upon him : 
but you have not properly in issue these services. 
You cannot admit the evidence of any such 
services received directly from him, as a matter 
of recriminatory charge upon the House of 
Commons, because you have not suffered that 
House to examine into the validity and merit of 
this plea. We have not been heard upon this 

recriminatory 
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recriminatory charge, which makes a con- 
siderable part of the demeanour of the Prisoner ; 
we cannot be heard upon it; and therefore I 
demand, on the part of the Commons of Great 
Britain, that it be dismissed from your con- 
sideration ; and this I demand, whether you 
take it as an attempt to render odious the conduct 
of the Commons; whether you take it in mitiga- 
tion of the punishment due to the Prisoner for 
his crimes ; or whether it be adduced as a pre- 
sumption, that so virtuous a servant never could 
be guilty of the offences with which we charge 
him. In which ever of these lights you may be 
inclined to consider this matter, I say you have 
it not in evidence before you j and therefore 
you must expunge it from your thoughts, and 
separate it entirely from your judgment. I shall 
hereafter have occasion to say a few words on 
this subject of merits. I have said thus much at 
present, in order to remove extraneous im- 
pressions from your minds. For admitting that 
your Lordships are the best judges, as I well 
know that you are, yet I cannot say that you are 
not men, and that matter of this kind, however 
irrelevant, may not make an impression upon 
you. It does, therefore, become us to take 
some occasional notice of these supposed services, 
not in the way of argument, but with a view by 
one sort of prejudice to destroy another prejudice. 
Vol. XV. C If 
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If there is any thing in evidence which tends to 
destroy this plea of merits, we shall recur to that 
evidence ; if there is nothing to destroy it but 
argument, we shall have recourse to that argu- 
ment ; and if we support that argument by 
authority and document, not in your Lordships' 
minutes^ I hope it will not be the less considered 
as good argument, because it is so supported. 

I must now call your Lordships' attention from 
the vaunted services of the Prisoner, which have 
been urged to convict us of ingratitude, to 
another part of his recriminatory defence. He 
says, my Lords, that we have not only oppressed 
him with unjust charges (which is a matter for 
your Lordships to judge, and is now the point at 
issue between us,) but that instead of attacking 
him by fair judicial modes of proceeding, by 
stating crimes clearly and plainly, and by prov- 
ing those crimes, and shewing their necessary 
consequences, we have oppressed him with all 
sorts of foul and abusive language } so much so, 
that every part of our proceeding has, in the eye 
of the world, more the appearance of private 
revenge, than of publick justice. 

Against this impudent and calumnious re- 
criminatory accusation, which your Lordships 
have thought good to suffer him to utter here, at 
a time too when all dignity is in danger of being 
trodden under foot, we will say nothing by way 

^ of 
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recriminatory charge, which makes a con- 
siderable part of the demeanour of the Prisoner ; 
we cannot be heard upon it; and therefore I 
demand, on the part of the Commons of Great 
Britain, that it be dismissed from your con< 
sideration ; and this I demand, whether you 
take it as an attempt to render odious the conduct 
of the Commons; whether you take it in mitiga- 
tion of the punishment due to the Prisoner for 
his crimes ; or whether it be adduced as a pre- 
sumption, that so virtuous a servant never could 
be guilty of the offences with which we charge 
him. In which ever of these lights you may be 
inclined to consider this matter, I say you have 
it not in evidence before you ; and therefore 
you must expunge it from your thoughts, and 
separate it entirely from your judgment. I shall 
hereafter have occasion to say a few words on 
this subject of merits. 1 have said thus much at 
present, in order to remove extraneous im- 
pressions from your minds. For admitting that 
your Lordships are the best judges, as I well 
know that you are, yet I cannot say that you are 
not men, and that matter of this kind, however 
irrelevant, may not make an impression upon 
you. It does, therefore, become us to take 
some occasional notice of these supposed services, 
not in the way of argument, but with a view by 
one sort of prejudice to destroy another prejudice. 
Vol. XV. C If 



so SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

and hirelings, posted in newspapers and dis- 
persed in circles through every part of the 
kingdom, represent him as an object of great 
compassion; because he is treated, say they, 
with nothing but opprobrious names and scur- 
rilous invectives. 

To all this the Managers of the Commons will 
say nothing by way of defence, it would be to 
betray their trust if they did. No, my Lords, 
they have another and a very different duty to 
perform on this occasion. They are bound not 
to suffer public opinion, which often prevents 
judgment and often defeats its effects, to be de- 
bauched and corrupted. Much less is this to 
be suffered in the presence of our co-ordinate 
branch of legislature, and as it were with your 
and our own tacit acquiescence. Whenever the 
publick mind is misled, it becomes the duty of 
the Commons of Great Britain to give it a more 
proper tone and a juster way of thinking. When 
ignorance and corruption have usurped the pro- 
fessor's chair, and placed themselves in the 
seats of science and of virtue, it is high time 
for us to speak out. We know that the doc- 
trines of folly are of great use to the professors 
of vice. We know that it is one of the signs of 
a corrupt and degenerate age, and one of the 
means of insuring its further corruption and 
degeneracy, to give mild and lenient epithets to 

vices 
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vices and to crimes. The world is much in- 
fluenced by names. And as terras are the re- 
presentatives of sentiments, when persons who 
. exercise any censorial magistracy seem in their 
slanguage to compromise with crimes and cri- 
minals, by expressing no horror of the one or 
detestation of the other, the world will naturally 
think that they act merely to acquit themselves 
in its sight in form, but in reality to evade 
their duty. Yes, my Lords, the world must 
think, that such persons palter with their sacred 
; trust, and are tender to crimes because they 
\ 'look forward to the future possession of the 
same power, which they now prosecute, and 
purpose to abuse it in the manner it has been 
abused by the Criminal of whom they are so 
tender. 

To remove such an imputation from us, we 
assert, that the Commons of Great Britain are not 
xo receive instructions about the language which 
they ought to hold, from the gentlemen who 
have made profitable studies in the academies of 
Benares and of Oude. We know, and there* 
fore do not want to learn, how to comport our- 
selves in prosecuting the haughty and overgrown 
delinquents of the East. We cannot require to 
be instructed by them, in what words we shall 
express just indignation at enormous crimes; 
for we have the example of our great ancestors 

cS to 
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to teach us. We tread in their steps arid \ve 
speak in their language. .V- ;. 

Your Lordships well know, for you must l>e 
conversant in this kind of reading, that you qrc^ . 
had before you a man of the highest raink in« f . 
this country, one of the greatest men of the "I. ; 
law, and one of the greatest men of the state,, }, 
a peer of your own body. Lord Macclesfield. ] 
Yet, my Lords, when that peer did but just 
modestly hint, that he had received hard mea- 
sure from the Commons and their Managers^ \ 
those Managers thought themselves bound .scf ;| 
riaiim one after another, to express the utmqs'l| V.r 
indignation at the charge, in the harshest lanf- • ^n^ 
guage that could be used. Why did they do ^d? | ; 
They knew it was the language that became |. 
them. They lived in an age in which politeness | 

was as well understood and as much cultivated, ^ 

J. 

as it is at present ; but they knew what they • 
were doing, and they were resolved to use no ; 
language but what their ancestors had used, arid \ 
to suffer no insolence which their ancestors 
would not have suffered. We tread in their 
steps ; we pursue their method ; we learn of 
them ; and we shall never learn at any other 
school. 

We know from history and the records of this 
House, that a Lord Bacon has been before you. 
Who is there, that upon hearing this name does 

not 
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not instantly recognise every thing of genius 
the most profound, every thing of literature the 
most extensive, every thing of discovery the 
most penetrating, ever}' thing of observation on 
human life the most distinguishing and refined? 
All these must be instantly recognised, for they 
are all inseparably associated with the name of 
Lord Verulam. Yet when this prodigy was 
brought before your Lordships, by the Commons 
of Great Britain, for having permitted his menial 
.servant to receive presents, What was his de- 
meanour? Did he require his Counsel not " to 
let down the dignity of his defence?" No. 
That Lord Bacon, whose least distinction was, 
that he was a Peer of England, a Lord High 
Chancellor, and the son of a Lord Keeper, be- 
haved like a man who knew himself; like a man 
who was conscious of merits of the highest kind ; 
but who was at the same time conscious of having 
fallen into guilt. The House of Commons did 
not spare him. They brought him to your bar. 
They found spots in that sun. And what, I 
again ask, was his behaviour ? That of contri* 
tion, that of humility, that of repentance, that 
which belongs to the greatest men lapsed and 
fallen through human infirmity into error. He 
did not hurl defiance at the accusations of his 
country, he bowed himself before it, yet with 
all his penitence lie could not escape the pursuit 
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of the House of Commons, and the inflexible 
justice of this court. Your Lordships fined him 
forty thousand pounds, notwithstanding all his 
merits ; notwithstanding his humility ; notwith- 
standing his contrition, notwithstanding the 
decorum of his behaviour, so well suited to a 
man under the prosecution of the Commons of 
England, before the Peers of England. You 
fined him in a sum fully equal to one hundred 
thousand pounds of the present day. You im- 
prisoned him during the King's pleasure; and 
you disqualified him for ever from having a seat 
in this House, and any office in this kingdom. 
This is the way, in which the Commons behaved 
formerly, and in which your Lordships acted 
formerly; when no culprit at this bar dared to 
hurl a recriminatory accusation against his pro- 
secutors, or dared to censure the language in 
which they expressed their indignation at his 
crimes. 

The Commons of Great Britain, following 
these examples and fortified by them, abhor all 
compromise with guilt either in act or in lan- 
guage. They will not disclaim any one word 
that they have spoken ; because* my Lords, they 
have said nothing abusive or illiberal. It has 
been said, that we have used such language as 
was used to Sir Walter Raleigh, when he was 
called, not by the Commons, but by a certain 

person 
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person of a learned profession, " a spider of 
hell.** My Lords, Sir Walter was a great soldier, 
a great mariner, and one of the first scholars of 
his age. To call him a spider of hell, was not 
only indecent in itself, but perfectly foolish, 
from the term being totally inapplicable to the 
object, and fit only for the very pedantic elo- 
quence of the person who used it But if Sir 
Walter Raleigh had been guilty of numberless 
frauds and prevarications *, if he had clandes- 
tinely picked up other men's money, concealed 
his peculation by false bonds, and afterwards 
attempted to cover it by the cobwebs of the 
law, then my Lord Coke would have trespassed 
a great deal more against decorum than against 
propriety of similitude and metaphor. 

My Lords, the Managers for the Commons 
have not used any inapplicable language. We 
have indeed used, and will again use, such 
expressions as are proper to pourtray guilt. 
Afler describing the magnitude of the crime, 
we describe the magnitude of the Criminal. We 
have declared him to be not only apublick robber 
himself, but the head of a system of robbery; 
the captain general of the gang, the chief under 
whom a whole predatory band was arrayed, 
disciplined, and paid. This, my Lords, is what 
we offered to prove fully to you, what in part 
we have proved, and the whole of which I 

believe 
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believe we could prove. In developing such a 
mass of criminality, and in describing a criminal 
of such magnitude, as we have now brought before 
you, we could not use lenient epithets, without 
compromising with crime. We therefore shall 
not relax in our pursuits, nor in our language. 
No, my Lords, no; we shall not fail to feel 
indignation wherever our moral nature has 
taught us to feel it, nor shall we hesitate to speak 
the language which is dictated by that indig- 
nation. Whenever men are oppressed where 
they ought to be protected, we called it tyranny; 
and we call the actor a tyrant. Whenever goods 
are taken by violence from the possessor, we 
call it a robbery ; and the per^n who takes it, 
we call a robber. Money clandestinely taken 
from the proprietor, we call theft ; and the per- 
son who takes it, we call a thief. When a false 
paper is made out to obtain money, we call the 
act a forgery. That steward who takes bribes 
from his master's tenants, and then, pretending 
the money to be his own, lends it to that master 
and takes bonds for it to himself, we consider 
guilty of a breach of trust ; and the person who 
commits such crimes, we call a cheat, a swindler, 
and a forger of bonds. All these offences, 
without the least softening, under all these 
names, we charge upon this man. We have so 
charged in our record, we have so charged in 

our 
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our speeches ; and we are sorry that our lan- 
guage does not furnish terms of sufficient force 
and compass to mark the multitude, the magni- 
tude, and the atrocity of his crimes. 

How came it then that the Commons of Great 
Britain should be calumniated for the course 
which they have taken? Why should it ever 
have been supposed that we are actuated by re- 
venge ? I answer there are two very sufficient 
causes: corruption and ignorance. The first 
disposes an innumerable multitude of people to 
a fellow feeling with the Prisoner. Under the 
shadow of his crimes thousands of fortunes have 
been made ; and therefore thousands of tongues 
are employed to justify the means by which 
these fortunes were made. When they cannot 
deny the facts they attack the accusers; they 
attack their conduct, they attack their persons, 
they attack their language, in every possible 
manner. I have said, my Lords, that ignorance 
is the other cause of this calumny by which the 
House of Commons is assailed. Ignorance pro- 
duces a confusion of ideas concerning the de- 
corum of life, by confounding the rules of 
private society with those of publick function. 
To talk, as we here talk, to persons in a mixed 
company of men and women, would violate the 
law of such societies ; because they meet for 
the sole purpose of social intercourse, and not 

for 
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for the exposure, the censure, the punishment of 
crimes ; to all which things private societies are 
altogether incompetent. In them crimes can 
never be regularly stated, proved, or refuted. 
The law has therefore appointed special places 
for such inquiries ; and if in any of those places 
we were to apply the emollient language of 
drawing rooms to the exposure of great crimes, 
it would be as false and vicious in taste and in 
morals, as to use the criminatory language of 
this Hall, in drawing and assembling rooms 
would be misplaced and ridiculous. Every one 
knows, that in common society palliating names 
are given to vices. Adultery, in a lady is called 
gallantry: the gentleman is commonly called 
)a man of good fortune, sometimes in French 
and sometimes in English. But is this the tone 
which would become a person, in a court of 
justice, calling these people to an account for 
that horrible crime, which destroys the basis of 
society ? No, my Lords, this is not the tone of 
such proceedings. Your Lordships know that it 
is not } the Commons know that it is not ; and 
because we have acted on that knowledge, and 
stigmatized crimes with becoming indignation, 
we are said to be actuated rather by revenge 
than justice. 

If it should still be asked, why we shew suf- 
ficient acrimony to excite a suspicion of being 

in 
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in any manner influenced by malice or a desire 
of revenge? To this, my Lords, I answer, be- 
cause we would be thought to know our duty, 
and to have all the world know how resolutely 
we are resolved to perform it. The Commons 
of Great Britain are not disposed to quarrel 
with the Divine Wisdom and Goodness, which 
has moulded up revenge into the frame and 
constitution of man. He that has made us what 
we are, has made us at once resentful and rea- 
sonable. Instinct tells a man, that he ought to 
revenge an injury; reason tells him, that he 
ought not to be a judge in his own cause. From 
that moment revenge passes from the private to 
the publick hand ; but in being transferred it 
is far from being extinguished. My Lords, it 
is transferred as a sacred trust to be exercised 
for the injured, in measure and proportion by 
persons who, feeling as he feels, are in a tem- 
per to reason better than he can reason. Re- 
venge is taken out of the hands of the original 
injured proprietor, lest it should be carried 
beyond the bounds of moderation and justice. 
But, my Lords, it is in its transfer exposed to a 
danger of an opposite description. The de- 
legate of vengeance may not feel the wrong 
sufficiently } he may be cold and languid in the 
performance of his sacred duty. It is for these 
reasons, that good men are taught to tremble 

evep 
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even at the first emotions of anger and resent- 
ment for their own particular wrongs ; but they 
are likewise taught, if they are well taught, to 
give the loosest possible rein to their resentment 
and indignation, whenever their parents, their 
friends, their country or their brethren of the 
common family of mankind are injured. Those, 
who have not such feelings under such circum- 
stances, are base and degenerate. These, my 
Lords, are the sentiments of the Commons of 
Great Britain. 

Lord Bacon has very well said, that " revenge 
" is a kind of wild justice/* It is so, and with* 
out this wild austere stock, there would be no 
justice in the world. But when by the skilful 
hand of morality and wise jurisprudence a 
foreign scion, but of the very same species, is 
grafted upon it, its harsh quality becomes 
changed, it submits to culture, and laying aside 
its savage nature it bears fruits and flowers, 
sweet to the world, and not ungrateful even to 
Heaven itself, to which it elevates its exalted 
head. The fruit of this wild stock is revenge, 
regulated, but not extinguished ; revenge trans- 
ferred from the suffering party to the commu- 
nion and sympathy of mankind. This is the 
revenge by which we are actuated, and which 
we should be sorry if the false, idle, girlish, 
novel-like morality of the world should extin- 
guish 
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guish in the breast of us, who have a great pub- 
lick duty to perform. 

This sympathetick revenge, which is con- 
demned by clamourous imbecility, is so far 
from being a vice, that it is the greatest of all 
possible virtues; a virtue which the uncor- 
rupted judgment of mankind has in all ages 
exalted to the rank of heroism. To give up all 
the repose and pleasures of life, to pass sleep- 
less nights, and laborious days, and, what is ten 
times more irksome to an ingenuous mind, to 
^ offer oneself to calumny and ail its herd of 
hissing tongues and poisoned fangs, in order to 
free the world from fraudulent prevaricators, 
from cruel oppressors^ from robbers and tyrants, 
has I say the test of heroick virtue, and well 
deserves such a distinction. The Commons, 
despairing to attain the heights of this virtue, 
never lose sight of it for a moment. For seven- 
teen yeai's they have, almost without intermis- 
sion, pursued, by every sort of inquiry, by 
legislative and by judicial remedy, the cure of 
this Indisui malady, worse ten thousand times 
than the leprosy which our forefathers brought 
from the East. Could they have done this, if 
they had not been actuated by some strong, 
some vehement, some perennial passion, which 
burning like tlie vestal fire, chaste and eternal, 
never suffers generous sympathy to grow cold 

m 
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in maintaining the rights of the injured, or in 
denouncing the crimes of the oppressor ? 

My Lords, the Managers for the Commons 
have been actuated by this passion ; my Lords, 
they feel its influence at this moment ; and so 
far from softening either their measures or their 
tone, they do here, in the presence of their 
Creator, of this House, and of the world, make 
this solemn declaration, and nuncupate this deli- 
berate vow J that they will ever glow with the 
most determined and unextinguishable animosity 
against tyranny, oppression and peculation in all, 
but more particularly as practised by this man in 
India ; that they never will relent, but will pur- 
sue and prosecute him and it, till they see cor- 
rupt pride prostrate under the feet of justice. 
We call upon your Lordships to join us ; and we 
have no doubt that you will feel the same sym- 
pathy that we feel, or (what I cannot persuade 
my soul to think, or my mouth to utter,) you 
will be identified with the Criminal whose crimes 
you excuse, and rolled with him in all the pollu- 
tion of Indian guilt, from generation to genera- 
tion. Let those who feel with me upon this 
occasion join with me in this vow ; if they will 
not, I have it all to myself. 

It is not to defend ourselves, that I have ad- 
dressed your Lordships at such length on this 
subject No, my Lords j I have said what 

I considered 
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I considered necessary to instruct the publick, 
upon the principles which induced the House of 
Commons to persevere in this business with a 
generous warmth, and in the indignant language 
which nature prompts, when great crimes are 
brought before men who feel as they ought to 
feel upon such occasions. 

I now proceed, my Lords, to the next recri- 
minatory charge, which is delay. I confess I am 
not astonished at this charge. From the. first 
records of human impatience, down to the pre- 
sent time, it has been complained that the march 
of violence and oppression is rapid ; but that the 
progress of remedial and vindictive justice, even 
the divine, has almost always favoured the ap- 
pearance of being languid and sluggish. Some- 
thing of this is owing to the very nature and 
constitution of human affairs ; because, as justice 
is a circumspect, cautious, scrutinizing, balanc- 
ing principle, full of doubt even of itself, and 
fearful of doing wrong even to the greatest 
wrong-doers, in the nature of things its move- 
ments must be slow, in comparison with the 
headlong rapidity with which avarice, ambition, 
and revenge, pounce down upon the devoted 
prey of those violent and destructive passions. 
And indeed, my Lords, the disproportion be- 
tween crime and justice, when seen in the parti- 
cular acta; of either, would be so much to the 

Vol. XV. D advantage 



94 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

advantage of crimes and criminals, that we should 
find it difficult to defend laws and tribunals 
(especially in great and arduous cases like this,) 
if we did not look, not to the immediate^ not to 
the retrospective^ but to the provident operation 
of justice. Its chief operation is in its future 
example ; and this turns the balance, upon the 
total effect, in favour of vindictive justice, and 
in some measure reconciles a pious and humble 
mind to this great, mysterious dispensation of 
the world. 

Upon the charge of delay in this particular 
Cause, my Lords, I have only to say, that the 
business before you is of immense magnitude. 
The Prisoner himself says, that all the acts of 
his life are committed in it. With a due sense 
of this magnitude, we know that the inves- 
tigation could not be short to us, nor short to 
your Lordships ; but when we are called upon, 
as we have been daily, to sympathize with the 
Prisoner in that delay, my Lords, we must tell 
you, that we have no sympathy with him. Re- 
jecting, as we have done, all false, spurious, and 
hypocritical virtues, we should hold it to be the 
greatest of all crimes, to bestow upon the oppresr 
sors that pity which belongs to the oppressed* 
The unhappy persons who are wronged, robbed, 
and despoiled, have no remedy but in the sym- 
pathies of mankind ; and when these sympathies 

are 
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are suffered to be debauched, when they are 
perversely carried from the victim to the oppres- 
sor, then we commit a robbery still greater 
than that which was committed by the criminal 
accused. 

My Lords, we do thidk this process long, we 
lament it in every sense in which it ought to be 
lamented; but we lament still more that the 
Begums have been so long without having a just 
punishment inflicted upon their spoiler. We 
lament that Cfaeit Sing has so long been a wan* 
derer, while the man who drove him from his 
dominions is still unpunished. We are sorry 
that Nobkissen has been cheated of bis money 
for fourteen years, without obtaining redress. 
These are our sympathies, my Lords» and thul 
we reply to this part of the Charge* 

My Lords, there are some matters of fact in 
this charge of delay, which I must beg your 
Lordships will look into. On the 19tb of Fe- 
bruary 1789, the Prisoner presented a petition to 
your Lordships, in which he states, afler.many 
other complaints, that a. great number of his 
witnesses were obliged to go to India, by which 
he has lost the benefit of their testimony ; and 
that a great number of your Lordships' body 
were dead, by which he has lost the benefit of 
their judgment. As to the hand of God, though 
some 'Membeni of your House may have, de- 
. ;, D 2 parted 
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parted this life since the commencement of this 
Trial, yet the body always remains entire. The 
evidence before you is the same ; and therefore 
there is no reason to presume that your final 
judgment will be affected by these afflicting 
dispensations of Providence. With regard to 
his witnesses, I must beg to remind your Lord- 
ships of one extraordinary fact. This Prisoner 
has sent to India, and obtained, not testimonies, 
but testimonials to his general good behaviour. 
He has never once applied, by commission or 
otherwise, to falsify any one fact that is charged 
upon him. No, my Lords, not one ; therefore 
that part of his petition, which states the injury 
he has received from the Commons of Great 
Britain, is totally false and groundless ; for if 
he had any witnesses to examine, he would not 
have failed to examine them. If lie had asked 
for a commission to receive their depositions, 
a commission would have been granted ; if, 
without a commission, he had brought affidavits 
to facts, or regular recorded testimony, the 
Commons of Great Britain would never have 
rejected such evidence, even though they could 
not have cross-examined it. 

Another complaint is, that many of his wit- 
nesses were obliged to leave England, before he 
could make use of their evidence. My Lords, 
no delay in the Trial has prevented him from 

producing 
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producing any evidence, for we were willing 
that any of his witnesses should be examined at 
any time most convenient to himself. If many 
persons connected with his measures are gone 
to India, during the course of his Trial, many 
others have returned to England. Mr. Larking 
returned } was the Prisoner willing to examine 
him ? No ; and it was nothing but downright 
shame, and the presumptions which he knew 
would be drawn against him, if he did not call 
this witness, which finally induced him to make 
use of his evidence. We examined Mr. Larkins^ 
my Lords ; we examined all the Prisoners wit- 
nesses j your Lordships have their testimony; 
and down to this very hour, he has not put his 
hand upon any one, whom he thought a proper 
and essential witness to the facts, or to any part 
of the Cause, whose examination has been 
denied him ; nor has he even stated, that any 
man, if brought here, would prove such and 
such points. No, not .one word to this effect 
has ever been stated by the Prisoner. 

There is, my Lords, another case, which was 
noticed by my honourable Fellow Manager yes- 
terday. Mr. Belli, the confidential secretary of 
the Prisoner, was agent and contractor for stores; 
and this raised a suspicion, that the contracts 
were held by him for the Prisoner's advantage. 
Mr. Belli was here during the whole time of the 
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trial, and six weeks after we had closed our evi- 
dence. We had then no longer the arrange- 
ment of the order of witnesses, and he might 
have called whom he pleased. With the full 
knowledge of these circumstances, that witness 
did he suffer to depart for India, if he did not 
even encourage his departure. This, my Lords^ 
is the kind of damage, which he has suffered by 
the want of witnesses, through the protraction of 
this trial. 

. But the great and serious evil which he com- 
plains of, as being occasioned by our delay, is of 
so extraordinary a nature, that I must request 
your Lordships to examine it with extraordinary 
strictness and attention. In the petition before 
your Lordships, the Prisoner asserts, that he was 
under the necessity, through his counsel and 
solicitors, ^* of collecting and collating from the 
voluminous records of the Company the whole 
history of his publick life, in order to form a 
complete defence to every allegation, which the 
Honourable House of Commons had preferred 
against him. And that he has expended up- 
wards of thirty thousand pounds in preparing 
the materials of his defence.'' 

It is evident, my Lords, that the expenditure 

of this thirty thousand pounds is not properly 

connected with the delay of which he complains} 

for he states, tliat he had incurred this loss 

7 merely 
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merely in collecting and collating materials, pre- 
vious to his defence before your Lordships. If 
this were true, and your Lordships were to 
admit the amount as a rule and estimate by 
which the aggregate of his loss could be ascer* 
tained } the application of the rule of three to the 
sum and time given, would bring out an enor- 
mous expenditure in the long period which has 
elapsed since the commencement of the trial. So 
enormous, that if this monstrous load of oppress 
sion has been laid upon him by the delay of the 
Commons, I beh'eve no man Jiving can stand up 
in our justification. But, my Lords, I am to tell 
your Lordships some facts, into which we trust 
You will inquire ; for this business is not in our 
hands, nor can we lay it as a charge before you. 
Your own Journals have recorded the document, 
in which the Prisoner complains bitterly of the 
House of Commons, and indeed of the whole 
Judicature of the Country ; a complaint which 
your Lordships will do well to examine. 

When we first came to a knowledge of this 
petition, which was not till some time after it 
was presented, I happened to have conversation 
with a noble Lord, I know not whether he be in 
his place in the House or not ; but I think I aift 
not irregular in mentioning his name. When 
I mention Lord Sufiblk, I name a Peer, whom 
honour, justice^ veracity, and every virtue that 

D 4 distinguishes 
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distinguishes the man and the peer> would claim 
for their own. My Lord Suffolk told me, that, in 
a conversation with tlie late Lord Dover, who 
brought the Prisoner's petition into your House, 
he could not refrain from expressing his as- 
tonishment at that part of the petition, which 
related to the expense Mr. Hastings had been 
at; and particularly as a complaint had been 
made in the House, of the enormous expense of 
the prosecution, which at that time had only 
amounted to fourteen thousand pounds, although 
the expense of the prosecutor is generally greater 
than that of the defendant, and publick proceed- 
ings more expensive than private ones. Lord 
Dover said, that before he presented the petition 
he had felt exactly in the same manner ; but that 
Mr. Hastings assured him, that six thousand 
pounds had been paid to copying clerks in the 
India House, and that from this circumstance he 
might judge of the other expenses. Lord Dover 
was satisfied with this assurance; and presented 
the petition, which otherwise he should have 
declined to do, on account of the apparent enor- 
mity of the allegation it contained. At the time 
when Lord Suffolk informed me of these parti- 
culars, (with a good deal of surprise and asto- 
nishment) I had not leisure to go down to the 
India House in order to make inquiries concern- 
ing them, but I afterwards asked the Secretary, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hudson, to whom xve had given a handsome 
reward, what sums he had received from Mr. 
Hastings, for his services upon this occasion ; 
and the answer was ** not one shilling!" Not 
one shilling had Mr. Hudson received from 
Mr. Hastings. The Clerks of the Company 
informed us, that the Court of Directors had 
ordered, that every paper which Mr. Hastings 
wanted should be copied for him gratuitously ; 
and that if any additional clerks were wanting 
for the effectual execution of his wishes, the 
expense would be defrayed by the Directors. 
Hearing this account, I next inquired what ex^ 
pedition-money might have been given to the 
clerks, for we know something of this kind is 
usually done. In reply to this question, Mr. 
Hudson told me, that at various times they had 
received in little driblets to the amount of ninety- 
five pounds, or thereabouts. In this way the 
account stood when I made this inquiry, which 
was at least half a year after the petition had been 
presented to your Lordships. Thus the whole 
story of the six thousand pounds was absolutely 
false. At that time there was not one word of 
truth in it, whatever be the amount of the sums 
which he has paid since. Your Lordships will 
now judge, whether you have been abused by 
false allegations or not ; allegations which could 

scarcely 
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scarcely admit of being true, and which upon 
the best inquiry I found absolutely false: and 
I appeal to the testimony of the noble Lord, 
who is now living, for the truth of the account 
he received from the worthy and respectable 
Peer, whose loss the nation has to bewail. 

There are many other circumstances of fraud 
and falsehood attending this petition; — (we 
must call things by their proper names, my 
Lords,) — ^there are, I say, many circumstances 
of fraud and falsehood. We know it to have 
been impossible at the time of presenting this 
petition, that this man should have expended 
thirty thousand pounds in the preparation of 
materials for his defence, and your Lordships' 
justice together with the credit of the House of 
Commons are concerned in the discovery of 
the truth. There is indeed an ambiguous word 
HI the petition. He asserts, that he is engaged 
for the payment of that sum. We asked the 
clerks of the India House, whether he had 
given them any bond, note, security, or promise 
of payment} they assured us, that he had not: 
they will be ready to make the same assurance 
to your Lordships, when you come to inquire 
into this matter, which before you give judgment 
we desire and claim that you will do. All is 
concealment and mystery, on the side of the 

Prisoner i 
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Prisoner ; all is open and direct, with us. We 
are desirous, that every thing which is concealed 
may be brought to light. 

In contradiction then to this charge of op- 
pression and of an attempt to ruin his fortune, 
your Lordships will see, that at the time when 
he made this charge he had not been in fact, 
nor was for a long time aflter, one shilling out 
of pocket. But some other person had become 
security to his attorney for him. — What then are 
we to think oi these men of business, of these 
friends of Mr. Hastings, who, when he is pos* 
sessed of nothing, are contented to become 
responsible for thirty thousand pounds ? (Was 
it thirty thousand pounds out of the Bullock 
Contracts ?) Responsible I say for this sum, in 
order to maintain this suit previous to its actual 
commencement ; and who consequently must 
be so engaged for every article of expense that 
has followed from that time to this. 

Thus much we have thought it necessary to 
say upon this part of the recriminatory charge 
of delay. With respect to the delay in general, 
we are at present under an account to our.Conr 
stituents upon that subject. To them we shall 
give it. We shall not give any further account 
of it to your Lordships j the means belong to 
us as well as to you of removing these charges* 
Your Lordships may inquire upon oath, as we 

have 
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have done in our Committee, into all the cir- 
cumstances of these allegations; I hope your 
Lofdships will do so, and will give the Commons 
an opportunity of attending and assisting at this 
most momentous and important inquiry. 

The next recriminatory charge made upon us 
by the Prisoner, is, that merely to throw an 
odium upon him we have brought forward a 
great deal of irrelevant matter, (which could 
not be proved regularly in the course of exami- 
nation at your Bar;) and particularly in the 
opening speech, which I had the honour of 
making on the subject. 

Your Lordships know very well, that we stated 
in our Charge, that great abuses had prevailed 
in India: that the Company had entered into 
covenants with their servants respecting those 
abuses : that an Act of Parliament was made to 
prevent their recurrence, and that Mr. Hastings 
still continued in their practice. Now, my 
Lords, having stated this, nothing could be more 
regular, more proper and more pertinent, than 
for us to justify both the covenants required by 
the Company, and the Act made to prevent the 
abuses which existed in India. We therefore 
went through those abuses ; we stated them, and 
were ready to prove every material word and 
article in them. Whether they were personally 
relevant or irrelevant to the Prisoner, w^e cared 

nothing. 
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nothing. We were to make out from the re* 
cords of the House, (which records I can pro- 
duce whenever I am called upon for them,) all 
these articles of abuse and grievance : and we 
have stated these abuses as the grounds of the 
Company's provisional covenants with its ser- 
vants, and of the Act of Parliament. We have 
stated them under two heads, violence and cor- 
ruption } for these crimes will be found, my 
Lords, in almost every transaction with the 
Native Powers j and the Prisoner is directly or 
indirectly involved in every part of them. If 
it be still objected, that these crimes are irrele- 
vant to the charge, we answer, that we did not 
introduce them as matter of charge. We say 
they were not irrelevant to the proof of the 
preamble of our charge, which preamble is per- 
fectly relevant in all its parts. That the matters 
stated in it are perfectly true, we vouch the 
House of Commons; we vouch the very persons 
themselves, who were concerned in. the trans- 
actions. When Arabic authors are quoted, and 
Oriental tales told sbouijlashes of lightning and 
three seals^ we quote the very parties themselves 
giving this account of their own conduct to a 
Committee of the House of Commons. 
- Your Lordships will remember, that a Most 
reverend Prelate, who cannot be named without 
every mark of respect and attention, conveyed 

a petition 
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a petition to your Lordships, from a gentleman 
concerned in one of those narratives. Upon 
your Lordships table that petition still lies. 
For the production of this narrative we are not 
answerable to this House ; your Lordships could 
not make us answerable to him ; but we are 
answerable to our own House, we are answer* 
able to our own honour, we are answerable to 
all the Commons of Great Britain, for whatever 
we have asserted in their name. Accordingly, 
General Burgoyne, then a member of this Com- 
mittee of Managers, and myself, went down 
into the House of Commons ; we there re-stated 
the whole afiair ; we desired that an inquiry 
should be made into it, at the request of the 
parties concerned. But, my Lords, they have 
never asked for inquiry from that day to this. 
Whenever he or they who are criminated, not by 
VLB, but in this volume of Reports that is in my 
hand, desire it, the House will give them aH 
possible satisfaction upon the subject. 

A similar complaint was made to the House 
of Commons by the Prisoner, that matters irre- 
levant to the Charge were brought up hither. 
Was it not open to him, and has he had no 
friends in the Houde of Commons, to call upon 
the House during the whole period of thb pro- 
ceeding, to examine into the particulars adduced 
in jufitificatioiY of the preamble of the Charge 

against 
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agiunst him ; in justification of the covenants of 
the Company; in justification of the Act of 
Parliament? It was in his power to do it, it is 
in his power still ; and if it be brought before 
that Tribunal, to which I and my Fellow 
Managers are alone accountable, we will lay 
before that Tribunal such matters as will suffi* 
ciently justify our mode of proceeding, and 
the resolution of the House of Commons. I 
will not, therefore, enter into the particulars 
(because they cannot be entered into by your 
Lordships,) any further than to say, that if we 
had ever been called upon to prove the allega- 
tions which we have made, not in the nature of 
a charge, but as bound in duty to this Court, 
and in justice to ourselves, we should have been 
ready to enter into proof. We offered to do so, 
and we now repeat the offer* 

There was another complaint in the. Prisoner's 
petition, which did not apply to the words of the 
preamble, but to an allegation in the Charge, 
ooncemiiig abuses in the revenue^ and the ill 
consequences which arose from them. I allude 
to tho^e shocking transactions which nobody can 
mention without horror, in Ramporeand Dinage* 
pore, during the government of Mr. Hastings, 
and which we attempted to bring home to him. 
What did h§ do in this case ? Did he endeavour 
to meet these charges fairly, as he might: haye 

done? 
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done? No, my Lords, what he said merely 
amounted to this ; — examination into these 
charges would vindicate my reputation before 
the world ; but ** I, who am the guardian of my 
own honour, and my own interests," choose to 
avail myself of the rules and orders of this House, 
and I will not suffer you to enter upon that ex- 
amination. 

My Lords, we admit you are the interpreters 
of your own rules and orders. We likewise 
admit that our own honour may be affected by 
the character of the evidence which we produce 
to you. But, my Lords, they who withhold 
their defence, who suffer themselves, as they say, 
to be cruelly criminated by unjust accusation, 
and yet will not permit the evidence of their 
guilt or innocence to be produced, are them- 
selves the causes of the irrelevancy of all these 
matters. It cannot justly be charged on us; for 
we have never offered any matter here, which 
we did not declare our readiness upon the spot 
to prove. Your Lordships did not think fit to 
receive that proof. We do not now censure 
your Lordships for your determination ; that 
is not the business of this day. We refer to 
your determination for the purpose of shewing 
the falsehood of the imputation, which the Pri- 
soner has cast upon us, of having oppressed him 
by delay and irrelevant matter. We refer to it, 

in 
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in order to shew that the oppression rests with 
himself; that it is all his own. 

Well, but Mr. Hastings complained also to 
the House of Commons. Has he pursued the 
complaint ? No, he has not ; and yet this Pri- 
soner, and these gentlemen, his learned counsel, 
have dared to reiterate their complaints of us at 
your Lordships' bar ; while we have always been, 
^nd still are, ready to prove both the atrocious 
nature of the facts, and that they are referable 
to the Prisoner at your bar. To this, as I have 
said before, the Vrisoner has objected. This 
we are not permitted to do by your Lordships : 
and therefore, without presuming to blame your 
determination, I repeat that we throw the blame 
directly upon himself, when he complains that 
his private character suffers without the means 
of defence, since he objects to the use of means 
of defence which are at his disposal. 

Having gone through this part of the Pri- 
soner's recriminatory charge, I shall close my 
observations on his demeanour, and defer my 
remarks on his complaint of our ingratitude 
until we come to consider his set-off of services. 

The next subject for your Lordships' consider- 
ation is the principle of the Prisoner's defence ; 
and here we must observe, that, either by con- 
fession or conviction, we are possessed of the 
facts, and perfectly agreed upon the matter at 
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issue between us. In taking a view of the laws, 
by which you are to judge, I shall beg leave to 
state to you upon what principles of law the 
House of Commons has criminated him, and 
upon what principles of law, or pretended law, 
he justifies himself; for these are the matters at 
issue between us : the matters of fact, as I have 
just said, being determined, either by confession 
on his part, or by proof on ours. 

My Lords, we acknowledge that Mr. Hastings 
was invested with discretionary power, but we 
assert, that he was bound to use that power 
according to the established rules of political 
morality, humanity, and equity. In all questions 
relating to foreign powers, he was bound to act 
under the law of nature and under the law of 
nations, as it is recognised by the wisest autho- 
rities in publick jurisprudence. In his relation 
to this country, he was bound to act according 
to the laws and statutes of Great Britain, either 
in their letter or in their spirit ; and we affirm, 
that in his relation to the people of India, he was 
bound to act according to the largest and most 
liberal construction of their laws, rights, usages, 
institutions, and good customs } and we further- 
more assert, that he was under an express obliga- 
tion to yield implicit obedience to the Court of 
Directors. It is upon these rules and principles 
the Commons contend, that Mr. Hastings ought 

to 
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to have regulated his government ; and not only 
Mr. Hastings, but all other govemours. It is 
upon these rules that he is responsible, and 
upon these rules, and these rules only, your Lord- 
ships are to judge. 

My Lords, long before the Comoiittee bad 
resolved upon this impeachment, we had come, 
as I have told your Lordships, to forty 'five reso- 
lutions, every one criminatory of this man, every 
one of them bottomed upon the principles which 
I have stated. We never will, nor can we 
abandon them ; and we therefore do not sup- 
plicate your Lordships upon this head, but claim 
and demand of right, that you will judge him 
upon those principles, and upon no other. If 
once they are evaded, you can have no rule 
for your judgment but your caprices and par* 
tialities. 

Having thus stated the principles upon which 
the Commons bold him and all govemours re* 
sponsible, and upon which we have grounded our 
impeachment, and which must be the grounds 
of your judgment, (and your Lordships will not 
sufier any other ground to be mentioned to you,) 
we will now tell you what are the grounds of 
his defence. 

He first asserts, that he was possessed qf an 
arbitrary and despotick power, restrained by no 
laws but his own will. . He next says, that ** the 
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** rights of the people he governed in India are 
** nothing, and that the rights of the govern- 
*' ment are every thing.** The people, he as- 
serts, have no liberty, no laws, no inheritance, 
no fixed property, no descendable estate, no 
subordinations in society, no sense of honour, 
or of shame; and that they are only affected by 
punishment so far as punishment is a corporal 
infliction ; being totally insensible of any dif- 
ference between the punishment of man and 
beast. These are the principles of his Indian 
government, which Mr. Hastings has avowed in 
their full extent. Whenever precedents are re- 
quired, he cites and follows the example of 
avowed tyrants, of Ali Verdi Khan, Cossim Ali 

• 

Khan, and Sujah Dowlah. With an avowal of 
these principles he was pleased first to entertain 
the House of Commons, the active asserters and 
conservators of the rights, liberties, and laws 
of his country ; and then to insist upon them 
more largely and in a fuller detail before this 
awful tribunal, the passive judicial conservator 
of the same great interests. He has brought out 
these blasphemous doctrines in this great Temple 
of Justice, consecrated to Law and Equity for a 
long series of ages. He has brought them forth in 
Westminster Hall, in presence of all the Judges of 
the land, who are to execute the law, and of the 
House of Lords, who are bound as its guardians 

not 
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not to suffer the words " arbitrary power/* to 
be mentioned before them. For I am not again 
to tell your Lordships, that arbitrary power is 
treason in the law ; that to mention it with law, 
is to commit a contradiction in terms. They 
cannot exist in concert ; they cannot hold to- 
gether for a moment. 

Let us now hear what the prisoner says, " The 
sovereignty, which they [the Soubahdars, or 
Viceroys of the Mogul Empire] assumed, it fell 
to my lot, very unexpectedly, to exert ; and 
** whether or not such power, or powers of that 
nature, were delegated to me by any provisions 
of any Act of Parliament I confess myself too 
little of a lawyer to pronounce. I only know, 
that the acceptance of the sovereignty of Be- 
nares, &c. is not acknowledged or admitted 
*^ by any Act of Parliament; and yet, by the 
" particular interference of the majority of the 
«* Council, the Company is clearly and indis- 
" putably seized of that sovereignty. If, there- 
" fore, the sovereignty of Benares, as ceded to 
" us by the Vizier, have any rights whatever an- 
" nexed to it, (and be not a mere empty word 
" without meaning) those rights must be such as 
" are held, countenanced, and established by the 
'* law, custom, and usage of the Mogul Empire, 
** and not by the provisions of any British Act 
" of Parliament hitherto enacted , Those rights^ 
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" and none other, I have been the involuntary 
" instrument of enforcing. And if any future 
" Act of Parliament shall positively, or by im- 
" plication, tend to annihilate those very rights, 
•* or their exertion, as I have exerted them, I 
much fear, that the boasted sovereignty of 
Benares, which was held up as an acquisition 
almost obtruded on the Company against my 
consent and opinion, (for I acknowledge, 
** that even then I foresaw many difficulties 
" and inconveniences in its future exercise ;) 
" I fear, I say, that this sovereignty will be 
<* found a burden instead of a benefit, a 
** heavy clog rather than a precious gem to its 
'* present possessors ; I mean, unless the whole 
•* of our territory in that quarter shall be 
** rounded and made an uniform compact body 
•" by one grand and systematick arrangement; 
** such an arrangement as shall do away all 
" the mischiefs, doubts, and inconveniences, 
(both to the governours and the governed) 
arising from the variety of tenures, rights, 
and claims in all cases of landed property 
and feudal jurisdiction in India, from the 
*^ informality, invalidity, and instability of all 
engagements in so divided and unsettled a 
state of society; and from the unavoidable 
" anarchy and confusion of different laws, re- 
" ligions, and^prejudices, moral, civil, and poli- 
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^* tical, all jumbled together in one unnatural 
'* and discordant mass. Every part of Hin* 
dostan has been constantly exposed to these 
and similar disadvantages ever since the 
Mahommedan conquests. The Hindiis, who 
^* never incorporated with their conquerors^ were 
kept in order only by the strong hand of 
power. The constant necessity of similar 
exertions would increase at once their energy 
*' and extent, so that rebellion itself is the 
** parent and promoter of Despotism. Sove- 
** reignty in India implies nothing else. For 
^* I know not how we can form an estimate of 
** its powers, but from its visible effects, and 
** those are every where the same from Cabool 
** to Assam. The whole history of Asia is 
^* nothing more than precedents to prove the 
" invariable exercise of arbitrary power. To 
** all this I strongly alluded in the minutes I 
** delivered in Council, when the treaty with 
** the new Vizier was on foot in 177^ J and I 
wished to make Cheyt Sing independent, be- 
cause in India dependence included a thou- 
sand evils, many of which I enumerated at 
that time, and they are entered in the ninth 
clause of the first section of this Charge. I 
knew the powers with which an Indian 
sovereignty is armed, and the dangers, to 
which Tributaries are exposed. I knew, that, 
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from the history of Asia, and from the very 
nature of mankind, the subjects of a despotick 
empire are always vigilant for tlie moment to 
rebel, and the sovereign is ever jealous of 
rebellious intentions. A zemindar is an Indian 
subject, and as such exposed to the common 
lot of his fellows. T/ie mean and depraved 
state of a mere zemindar is therefore this very 
dependence above-mentioned on a despotick 
government, this very proneness to shake off 
his allegiance, and this very exposure to con- 
tinual danger from his sovereign's jealousy, 
which are consequent on the political state of 
Hindostanick governments. Bulwant Sing, 
if he had been, and Cheyt Sing, as long as he 
was, a zemindar, stood exactly in this mean 
and depraved state by the constitution of his 
country. I did not make it for him, but 
would have secured him from it. Those, 
who made him a zemindar, entailed upon him 
the consequences of so mean and depraved a 
tenure. Ally Verdy Khaun and Cossim Ally 
fined all their zemindars on the necessities 
of war, and on every pretence either of court 
necessity or court extravagance." 
I beseech your Lordships seriously to look 
upon the whole nature of the principles upon 
which the Prisoner defends himself. He appeals 
to the custom and usage of the Mogul empire . 

and 
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>di the constitution of that empire, is, he says, 

bitrary power. He says, that he does not 

low whether any Act of Parliament bound 

m not to exercise this arbitrary power ; and 

at if any such Act should in future be made, 

would be mischievous and ruinous to our 

ipire in India. Thus he has at once repealed 

preceding Acts, he has annulled by prospect 

ery future Act you can make ; and it is not in 

e power of the Parliament of Great Britain, 

thout ruining the empire, to hinder his ex- 

:ising this despotick authority. All Asia is by 

n disfranchized at a stroke. Its inhabitants 

ve no rights, no laws, no liberties, their state 

mean and depraved: they may be fined for 

y purpose of court extravagance, or prodi- 

lity; or as Cheit Sing was fined by him, not 

ly upon every war, but upon every pretence 

war. 

This is the account he gives of his power and 
the people subject to the British Government 
India. We deny, that the Act of Parliament 
ve him any such power; we deny, that the 
dia Company gave him any such power; or 
at they had ever any such power to give. We 
en deny, that there exists in all the human 
ce a power to make the government of any 
ite dependent upon individual will : we dis- 
lira, we reject all such doctrines with disdain 

and 
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and indignation; and we have brought them up 
to your Lordships to be tried at your Bar. 

What must be the condition of the people of 
India, governed, as they have been, by persons 
who maintain these principles as maxims of 
government, and not as occasional deviations 
caused by the irregular will of man ; principles 
by which the whole system of society is to be 
controlled; not by law, reason, or justice, but by 
the will of one man ? 

. Your Lordships will remark, that not only the* 
whole of the laws, rights, and usages, but the 
very being of the people, are exposed to ruin j 
for Mr. Hastings says, that the people may be 
fined, that they may be exiled, that they may be 
imprisoned, and that even their lives are de- 
pendent upon the mere will of their foreign 
master : and that he, the Company's governour, 
exercised that will under the authority of this 
country. Remark, my Lords, his application of 
this doctrine. I would, he says, have kept Cheit 
Sing from the consequences of this dependence, 
by making him independent, and not in any 
manner subjecting him to our government. The 
moment he came into a state of dependence 
upon the British Government, all these evils 
attached upon him. It is, he adds, disagreeable 
to me to exert such powers, but I know they 
must be exerted, and I declare there is no security 

7 from 
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from this arbitrary power, but by having nothing 
to do with the British Government 

My Lords, the House of Commons has al- 
ready well considered what may be our future 
moral and political condition when the persons 
who come from that school of pride, insolence^ 
corruption, and tyranny, are more intimately 
mixed up with us of purer morals. Nothing 
but contamination can be the result, nothing 
but corruption can exist in this Country, unless 
we expunge this doctrine out of the very hearts 
and souls of the people. It is not to the gang 
of plunderers and robbers, of which I say this 
man is at the head, that we are only, or indeed 
principally, to look. Every man in Great Bri- 
tain will be contaminated and must be cor« 
rupted, if you let loose among us whole legions 
of men, generation after generation, tainted with 
these abominable vices, and avowing these de- 
testable principles. It is therefore to preserve 
the integrity and honour of the Commons of 
Great Britain, that we have brought this man to 
your Lordships' Bar. 

When these matters were first explained to 
your Lordships, and strongly enforced by abili- 
ties greater than I can exert, there was some- 
thing like compunction shewn by the Prisoner : 
but he took the most strange mode to cover his 
guilt. Upon the cross-examination of Major 

Scott 
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Scott he discovered all the engines of this 
Indian corruption. Mr. Hastings got that wit- 
ness to swear, that this defence of his, from 
which the passages I have read to your Lord- 
ships are extracted, was not his, but that it was 
the work of his whole Council, composed of 
Mr. Middleton, Mr. Shore, Mr. Halhed, Mr. 
Baber, the whole body of bis Indian Cabinet 
Council ; — that this was their work and not his ; 
and that he disclaimed it, and therefore that it 
would be wrong to press it upon him. Good 
God, my Lords, what shall we say in this stage 
of the business ? The Prisoner put in an elabo- 
rate defence, he now disclaims that defence. 
He told us, that it was of his own writing, that 
he had been able to compose it in five days, and 
he now gets five persons to contradict his own 
assertions, and to disprove on oath his most 
solemn declarations. 

My Lords, this business appears still more 
alarming, when we find, not only Mr. Hastings, 
but his whole Council engaged in it. t pray 
your Lordships to observe, that Mr. Halhed, 
a person concerned with Mr. Hastings in com- 
piling a code of Gentoo Laws, is now found to 
be one of the persons to whom this very defence 
is attributed, which contains such detestable 
and abominable doctrines. But are we to con- 
sider the contents of this paper as the defence 

of 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, £S(^ 6l 

of the Prisoner, or not? Will any one say, that 
when an answer is sworn to in Chancery, when 
an answer is given here to an Impeachment of 
the Commons, or when a plea is made to an 
Indictment, that it is drawn by the defendant's 
counsel and therefore is not his ? Did we not 
all hear him read this defence in part at our bar, 
did we not see him hand it to his secretary to 
have it read by his son, did he not then hear it 
read from end to end -, did not he himself desire 
it to be printed, (for it was no act of ours,) and 
did he not superintend and revise the press, and 
has any breath but his own breathed upon it ? 
No, my Lords, the whole composition is his by 
writing or adoption, and never till he found it 
pressed him in this House; never till your 
Lordships began to entertain the same abhor- 
rence of it that we did, did he disclaim it. 

But mark another stage of the propagation of 
these horrible principles. After having grounded 
upon them the defence of his conduct against 
our Charge, and after he had got a person to 
forswear them for him, and to prove him to 
have told falsehoods of the grossest kind to the 
House of Commons, he again adheres to this 
defence. The dog returned to his vomit. After 
having vomited out his vile, bilious stuff of arbi- 
trary power, and afterwards denied it to be his, 
he gets his counsel in this place to resort to the 

loathsome 
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loathsome mess again. They have thought pro- 
per, my Lords, to enter into an extended series 
of quotations from books of travellers, for the 
purpose of shewing that despotism was the only 
principle of government acknowledged in India ; 
that the people have no laws, no rights, no pro«' 
perty moveable or immoveable, no distinction 
of ranks, nor any sense of disgrace. After citing 
a long line of travellers to this effect, they quote 
Montesquieu as asserting the same facts, de- 
claring that the people of India had no sense of 
honour, and were only sensible of the whip as 
far as it produced corporal pain. They then 
proceed to state, that it was a government of 
misrule, productive of no happiness to the peo- 
ple, and that it so continued until subverted by 
the free government of Britain, namely, the 
government that Mr. Hastings describes as 
having himself exercised there. 

My Lords, if the Prisoner can succeed in per- 
suading us that these people have no laws, no 
rights, not even the common sentiments and 
feeling of men, he hopes your interest in them 
will be considerably lessened. He would per- 
suade you, that their sufferings are much as- 
suaged, by their being nothing new ; and that 
having no right to property, to liberty, to 
honour, or to life, they must be more pleased 
with the little that is left to them, than grieved 

for 
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for the much that has been ravished from them, 
by his cruelty and his avarice. This inference 
makes it very necessary for me, before I pro- 
ceed further, to make a few remarks upon this 
part of the Prisoner's conduct, which your 
Lordships must have already felt with astonish* 
ment, perhaps with indignation. This man, 
who passed twenty-five years in India, who was 
fourteen years at the head of his government, 
master of all the offices, master of all the regis- 
ters and records, master of all the lawyers and 
priests of all this empire, from the highest to 
the lowest, instead of producing to you the 
fruits of so many years local and official know* 
ledge upon that subject, has called out a long 
line of the rabble of travellers, to inform you 
concerning the objects of his own government. 
That his learned counsel should be ignorant of 
those things, is a matter of course. That, if left 
to himself, the person, who has produced all this 
stufi^ should, in pursuit of his darh'ng arbitrary 
power, wander without a guide, or with false 
guides, is quite natural. But your Lordships 
roust have heard with astonishment, that, upon 
points of law, relative to the tenure of lands, 
instead of producing any law document or au- 
thority on the usages and local customs of the 
country, be has referred to officers in the army, 
colonels ci artillery and engineers, to young 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen just come from school, not above 
three or four years in the country. Good God! 
would not one rather have expected to hear 
him put all these travellers to shame by the 
authority of a man, who had resided so long in 
the supreme situation of government ; to set 
aside all these wild, loose, casual and silly ob- 
servations of travellers and theorists ? On the 
contrary, as if he was ignorant of every thing, 
as if he knew nothing of India, as if he had 
dropt from the clouds, he cites the observations 
of every stranger who had been hurried in a 
palanquin through the country, capable or in- 
capable of observation, to prove to you the 
nature of the government, and of the power he 
had to exercise. 

My Lords, the Commons of Great Britain are 
not disposed to resort to the ridiculous relations 
of travellers, or to the wild systems which inge- 
nious men have thought proper to build on their 
authority; we will take another mode. We 
will undertake to prove the direct contrary of 
his assertions in every point and particular. 
We undertake to do this, because your Lord- 
ships know, and because the world knows, that 
if you go into a country, where you suppose 
man to be in a servile state ; where, the despot 
excepted, there is no one person who can lift up 
his head above another ; where all are a set of 

J vile 
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vile, miserable slaves, prostrate and confounded 
in a common servitude, having no descendable 
lands, no inheritance, nothing that makes man 
feel proud of himself, or that gives him honour 
and distinction with others : — this abject degra- 
dation will take from you that kind of sympathy, 
which naturally attaches you to men feeling like 
yourselves, to men who have hereditary dignities 
to support, and lands of inheritance to maintain, 
as you Peers have ; you will, I say, no longer 
have that feeling which you ought to have for 
the sufferings of a people, whom you suppose to 
be habituated to their sufferings, and familiar 
with degradation. 

This makes it absolutely necessary for me to 
refute every one of these misrepresentations; 
and whilst I am endeavouring to establish the 
rights of these people, in order to shew in what 
manner and degree they have been violated, I 
trust that your Lordships will not think that the 
time is lost ; certainly I do not think that my 
labour will be mis-spent, in endeavouring to 
bring these matters fully before you. 

In determining to treat this subject at length, 
I am also influenced by a strong sense of the 
evils that have attended the propagation of these 
wild, groundless, and pernicious opinions. A 
young man goes to India before he knows much 
of his own country; but he cherishes in his 

Vol. XV. F breast, 
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breast^ as I hope every man wiU^ a judt and lau^^ 
dable partiality for tlie laws, liberties, rights, and 
institutions of his own nation > we all do this^ 
and God forbid we should not prefer our own to 
every other country in the world ) but if we ^0 
to India with an idea of the mean, degrade 
state of the people that we are to govern, and 
especially if we go with these impressions at an 
immature age, we know that, according to the 
ordinaiy coui*se of human nature, we sliall not 
treat persons well whom we have learnt t^ 
despise. We know that people, whom we sup- 
pose to have neither laws or rights, will not be 
treated by us as a people who have laws add 
rights. This error, therefore, for our sake, for 
your sake, for the sake of the Indian publick, 
and for the sake of all those who shall hereafter 
go in any station to India, I think it necessary 
to disprove in every point 

I mean to prove the direct contrary of every 
thing that has been said on this subject by the 
Prisoner's counsel, or by himself. I mean to 
prove, that the people of India have laws, rights, 
and immunities; that they have property, move- 
able and immoveable, descendable as welt as occa- 
sional : that they have property held for life, and 
that they have it as well secured to them by the 
laiwa of their Country, as any property is secwed 
in this Country : that they feel for honour, not 

4 only 
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only as inuoh us yolir Ij<!)tddh7pa catf fed, but 
With a 97^or^ exquisite and p^igftsent sense than 
^y people upon earth j And thslt wheii pntiidh- 
metit^ are mflicted,^ it is titt the ksh tfiey feel/ 
but the disgrace : in shotty I ttiah to ptov6, thlt 
6very word ^hich Montesiqfaieu hali taken frottf 
idle and incotisideraCe tr&tellers ii ^solcft^ly- 
isise* 

The peoplfe of India ate di\nded iWto (hree' 
kind's ; the otigin^ natives of the corititry, com- 
Hloriiy called Gentoos, the descendants of the 
Persians and Arabians, who are Mahontotafns,' 
and the descendants of the Moj^uts, who 6ri- 
giMlly held a religion of their o\tn, but are now' 
blended With th6 Other inhabitants. 

Th^ pri(#eVlii la*r of thaC country iS the Gen*- 
tei* fawj and 1 refer j^Mi "Loi^hipi to Mr. 
Halhed's tr^ftsl^ofi of that (lingular code. A 
work ti^hi^h 1 b^ve read With all the care tha€ 
^tich afi e«t^aio^di«^¥y view of huriAan afiair^,- 
dnd havtiMl cbAstitutioris' deserves. I d6 not' 
know Wheth^er Mr^ HAlhed's compilation is rh 
etiden'd^ befofie yoni Lordships, bat I d<y kiM# 
ffriit it k gtOiA ^athoriey oil the Gietitd6' hcffi 
Mr> MmIib^, #1^6 inst^eted hts Counsel ib 
metU thcjl fh« ^t&pU baVi^ " no rights; fto (aw," 
dAghK Uy \ftf iHiW aci\^iM«i with thiif ^ork; 
b^ft\id^^ ^MitUiecl foi HWiAU tM ^orj' of th6 
(«o!tt»|>iliit{eff; allhbb^ti< NtiBftiii^in, ti yhMr IjtkA-* 
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ships remember, was obliged to pay the expense* 
This book, a compilation of probably the most 
ancient laws in the world, if we except the 
Mosaic, has in it the duty of the magistrate, and 
the duty of all ranks of subjects most clearly 
and distinctly ascertained ; and I will give up 
the whole cause, if there is, from one end to the 
other of this code, any sort of arbitrary power 
claimed or asserted on the part of the magistrate; 
or any declaration, that the people have no 
rights of property. No ; it asserts the direct 
contrary. 

First, the people are divided into classes and 
ranks, with more accuracy of distinction than 
is used in this Country, or in any other country 
under heaven. Every class is divided into fa- 
milies, some of whom are more distinguished and 
more honourable than others ; and they all have 
rights, privileges, and immunities belonging to 
them. Even in cases of conquest, no confiscation 
is to take place. A Bramin's estate comes by 
descent to him ; it is for ever descendable to his 
heirs, if he |has heirs ; and if he has none, it 
belongs to his disciples, and those connected with 
him in the Braminical cast. There are other im- 
munities declared to belong to this cast, in direct 
contradiction to what has been asserted by the 
Prisoner. In no case shall a Bramin suffer death ; 
in no case shall the property of a Bramin, male 

or 
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or female, be confiscated for crime, or escheat 
for want of heirs. The law then goes on to 
other casts, and gives to each its property, 
and distinguishes them with great accuracy of 
discrimination. 

Mr. Hastings says, that there is no inheritable 
property among them. Now, you have only to 
look at page 27, chapter the second, the title of 
which is, " Of the division qf inheritable pro- 
•* perty.** There, after going tlirough all the 
nicety of pedigree, it is declared, that " when 
a father, or grandfather, a great grandfather, 
or any relations of that nature decease, or lose 
•• their cast, or renounce the world, or are de- 
^* sirous to give up their property ; their sons, 
'' grandsons, great grandsons, and other natural 
^* heirs, may divide and assume their glebe lands, 
" orchards, jewels, corals, clothes, furniture, 
** cattle and birds, and all the estate, real and 
" personal/* My Lords, this law recognises this 
kind of property, it regulates it with the nicest 
accuracy of distinction ; it settles the descent of 
it in every part and circumstance. It no where 
asserts (but the direct contrary is positively 
asserted,) that the magistrate has any power 
whatever over property. It states that it is the 
magistrate's duty to protect it ; that he is bound 
to govern by law ; that he must have a council 
of'Bramins to assist him in every material act 
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tln^i: he dop9 ; in shorty my Lords, there is not 
evQO ^ tri^cp of arbitrary powpr in the y^hole 

gysterPt 

^y Jyprds, I will jpentlop qne article tq let 



you see in a very few words, that these Gen toes 
ijpt only h^YjB aji inheritjincp, bwf that the law 
ha? e3tablishe4 * right of acquirins; possessipij ip 
the pfoperty of another J^y prescription. Thp 
pggsage 3t»nds thii§ : ** Jf there be a persoq, 
who is not ^ mippi*! (a m^ ceases tp be a 
ipjnpr ^\ fiftgep years of age,) nor impotent, 
nor 4i$Qa^sedf npi* ^n f^ipt^ npf so lame ^s not 
to haye ppwer to walk^ qor blind, nor pne wrho, 
op goin^ befpre a iT}^gistr?.te, is fopqd wfca- 
pp,b|p of distinguishing ^qd attending tp his 
owfl concerns, and wl^P h^ nqt giyep to 
aopth^r perspp power to emp^qy an4 to use his 
property ; if, ip the face of any syph person, 
" »npther man has applied to \\^ own ^3?, during 
'^ the spacp of tweoty yp^rs^ the glebe lan4f or 
bopi^es, or orchards of that pprsop, without 
let or ipplpstation from him, frorp the twenty- 
first year the property |pepqmes ipyestPd in 
tl^e person so applying gucji things tq his pwn 
use ; and ^ny claioj of the first person abpver 
mentioned, upon such glebe hop?es pr or- 
chards, shall by no means stand good : but if 
'* the person before-mentioned comes up^er apy 
*< of the circumstances hereinbefore despri|)edf 
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^' his claim in that ca$e shall stand good/' 
H^re you see, my Lords, that possession sbaU^ 
by prescription, stand good against the claicos 
of all persons who are not disqualified from 
making their claims* 

I might, if necessary, shew your Lordships, 
that the highest magistrate is subject to the law ; 
that there is a case in which he is fineable ; that 
they have established rules of evidence and of 
pleading ; and in short, all the rules which have 
been formed in other countries, to prevent this 
very arbitrary powi^n Notwithstanding all this, 
the Pfisop^ ^t the b^r, and his Counsel, have 
dared to aasert, in this sacred Temple of Justice^ 
in th? pr^sen^ of this great assembly* of all th^ 
Bishops, of all the Peers, and of all the Judges 
of this land, that the people of India have no 
laws whatever* 

I do not meau to trouble your Ix>rdships with 
more extracts from this book, I recommend it 
to your I>)rdships' re4diug ; when yoq will find, 
that, so fHr from the magistrate havipg any 
pPV^f either to imprison arbitrarily, or to fine 
ar^itraHlyf the rqles of fines are laid down 
wHU ten thousand times more exactness than 
wjth USf If yoii hflrp find that the magistrate 
baa any powi^r to punish the people with arbi^^ 
trary punishm^Ptt to sei^e tji^ir property, or to 
^isfr^nphise th^m of any rights or privileges, 

F 4 I will 
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fiin of d^tb, aoy prince or other person to 
presum^ U) isause himself to be proclaimed great 
Khw Qf ^tpp^rors without being first duly elected 
by the prinqes lawfully assembled in general 
diett He then established the privileges and 
immunities granted t^ the Tunkawns, that is to 
the nobility and gentry of the country, and 
afterwards published most severe ordinances 
a^inst governours who failed in doing their duty, 
but principally against those who commanded 
in far distant provinces. This prince was in this 
cas^, what I hope your Lordships will be, a very 
»ever<9 judge of th^ governours of countries 
remote from the seat of the government. 

My Lords, we have in this book sufficient 
prpof that a Tartarian sovereign could not obtain 
the recpgnition of ancient laws, or establish new 
on^9s M^ithQUt the consent of his parliament, that 
he e^uld not ascend the throne, witliout being 
duly elected } and that when so elected, he was 
bound to preserve the great in all tlieir immu^ 
nities, and the people in alj their rights, liberties, 
privileges, and properties. We find these great 
princes restrained by laws, and even making 
viae and salutary regulations for the cpuntries 
which they conquered. We find Ghinges Khan 
establishing one of his sons in a particular office, 
namely, conservator of those laws ; and he has 
ordered, that they should not only be observed 

in 
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in his time, but by ^U posterity; ^d accordingly 
(bey are yei)erate4 at this time in Asia. If then 
t^is very Ghinges K^han, if Tamerlane^ did not 
assume arbitrary power, \yhat are you tp think 
pf th^^ m^^n, ^blpated ivit)i (CorrMption, jsp blpat^d 
with ^^ inspj^nce pf iiqpieritec) power, declaring 
t^^t the pppple of India h^ve no rightjs, no pro- 
perty, no l^ws ; that he ppuld ppt be boun^ 
evert by an English Act of Parliaipent ; that h$ 
was an arbitrary sovereign in Jpdia, and could 
e^pact what penalties he plea^d f^om tl^^ peppl^^ 
^t tl^e expense of Jiberty^ propertyi apd ev«|i 
)ifl^ itself. Compare thisi pian, t^]6 compouq^ 
X>f pride and presumption, with Ghinges ^hm. 
whpse (:ppquest3 were o^ore considerable than 
Alexander's, ^n^ y^t who made the laws th^ ru]e 
pf his conduct ; compare hfm with Tamerlape, 
whose institutes 1 havp before pie. I wish tP 
fliave your Lordships time, or I could shew yo\k 
in the life of this prince, that he, violent a3 hjp 
ppnquests wer^, bloody as ^W conquests ^re, 
fi^ocious as f^ Mahometan poaking his prpspdef 
for the propagation of his religipp, he yet knew 
hpw to govern his pnjpst acquisitions with equity 
^nd inpderation. }f any man ooul4 be entitled 
to plajm arbitrary power, if such 4 claim cppid 
be jnstj^d by extent of conquest, by splepdi^ 
pprsonf^l qualities, by great learning ap^ elo* 
q^enpe^ Tamefl^ne w^s the oi^p whq could 

have 
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have made and justified the claim. This prince 
gave up all his time not employed in conquests, 
to the conversation of learned men. He gave 
himself to all studies that might accomplish a 
great man. Such a man I say might, if any 
may, claim arbitrary power. But the very 
things that made him great, made him sensible 
that he was but a man. Even in the midst of 
all his conquests, his tone was a tone of humi- 
lity } he spoke of laws, as every man must, who 
knows what laws are ; and though he was proud, 
ferocious, and violent, in the achievement of his 
conquests, I will venture to say no prince ever 
established institutes of civil government more 
honourable to himself, than the institutes of 
Timour. I shall be content to be brought to 
shame before your Lordships, if the Prisoner at 
your bar can shew me one passage, where the 
assumption of arbitrary power is even hinted at 
by this great conqueror. He declares, that the 
nobility of every country shall be considered as 
his brethren; that the people shall be acknow- 
ledged as his children ; and that the learned and 
the dervises shall be particularly protected. But, 
my Lords, what he particularly valued himself 
upon I shall give your Lordships in his own 
words: " I delivered the oppressed from the 
" hand of the oppressor ; and after proof of 
" the oppression, whether on the property or 

♦'the 
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'^ the person, the decision which I passed be- 
** tween them was agreeable to the sacred law ; 
** and I did not cause any one person to suffer 
" for the guilt of another •/' 

My Lords, I have only further to inform your 
Lordships, that these institutes of Timour ought 
to be very well known to Mr. Hastings. He 
ought to have known, that this prince never 
claimed arbitrary power, that the principles he 
adopted were to govern by law, to repress the 
oppressions of his inferior governours, to re- 
cognise in the nobility the respect due to their 
rank, and in the people the protection to which 
they were by law entitled. This book was pub- 
lished by Major Davy, and revised by Mr. White. 
The Major was an excellent Orientalist, he waa 
secretary to Mr. Hastings, to whom, I believe, 
he dedicated this book. I have inquired of 
persons the most conversant with the Arabic and 
Oriental languages; and they are clearly of 
opinion, that there is internal evidence to prove 
it of the age of Tamerlane; and he must be 
the most miserable of criticks, who, reading this 
work with attention, does not see that if it was 
not written by this very great monarch himself, 
it was at least written by some person in his 
court, and under his immediate inspection. 
Whether, therefore, this work be the compo- 
sition 

* Institutes of Timour, page 165. 
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sitidii of Tamfefldn^, or whether it was writteri 
by some persons of learning near hitn, through 
y^hom he meant to give the world a just idea of 
his manners, maxirasj atid governifient, it is cer- 
t*«ily ats good authority as Mr. Hastings's De- 
Jence, which he has acknowledged to have been 
W*fcten by other people. 

Fronl the Tartarian, I Shall now proceed fo 
the later Mahometan conquerors of Hindostam, 
for it ii fit that I should shew your Lordships^ 
tb6 \^ickedtiess of pretending that the people of 
ItidiiL have no la\frs or rights. A great propor- 
tion of the people are Mahometans j and Ma- 
horiietans are so far from having no laws or 
rights, that when you name a Mahometan, you 
Hi^ttie a *ia*i governed by law, and eYititled to 
protection. Mr. Hastings caused to be pub- 
lished) and I ^tm Obliged to hitA for it, a book, 
cafiied th^ Hedaia ; H is tilie that he h^ hiihself 
takeA dl'edit for th6 ik-ork, arid robbed Nobki^sih' 
of th^ money to pay for it ; but the valu6 of tL 
book h not lessened because a man stol6 it. 
Will you believe, my Lords, that a people having 
rto laws, no rights, no property, no honour, 
would be at the trouble of having so many 
writers on jurisprudence? and yet there are; I 
atti sure, at least a thousand eminent Mahometan 
writers upon law, who have written far more 
Voluminous works than are known in the com- 

mon 
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mots law of Sngland ; and I verily b^Ii^^rg ffiof^ 
voldtliiAOus than tbe writings df the Civilians 
themselves* That this shcfdld be done by a 
|)ie^le who have tio property, k so perfectly 
ridkuldus as ^ardely to require refytatioA ; biit 
I shall endeavour to reftlte it, and without 
troubiifig you a gneat deal. 

f'im then I ilrh t6 tell you, that the Maho- 
Kietatis cite SI people amotigst whottl the Aciei^ce 
Of }lirispi^e^ee is iHueh studied atfd eulf Ivated, 
thait they distinguish it into the law of the 
KhofiM and its aiithorized comnfentaries; into 
the Fetfav w&ich is the judicial jadgmetMs and 
reports of adjudged eases; into the Canon, 
#hidh i^ the r^gulettions Made by the eitiperour, 
fo# the dov€freigt) authority Itl the govern ttl en t 
of their dominions ; aind lastly into tlie Rage uf 
Mntfe/ or eustOtn and u^^age, the common law of 
the country, which prevstife independent of* any 
of «h« fyfti^eT. 

In regard to puirishments being arbitrary^ I 
will with your Lordships permission read a pas*^ 
sage, which wiH sheut you that the magistrate is 
a responsible person. " If a supreme ruler, 
"* mjkch as tho' ciaUph fot thii time being, com- 
^ mit any od&nce puni^ble by law, such as 
"* whoradom, theft; or drunkenness, he is not 
" subject to any punishment, (but yet if he com- 
•* mit murder he is subject to the law of reta- 
liation, 
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** liation, and he is also accountable in matters 
" of property,) hec3Mse punishment is a right of 
•* God, the infliction of which is committed to 
" the caliph (or other supreme magistrate) and 
•• to none else; and he cannot inflict punish- 
ment upon himself, as in this there is no 
advantage, because the good proposed in 
punishment is that it may operate as a warning 
*< to deter mankind from sin, and this is not 
obtained by a person's inflicting punishment 
upon himself contrary to the rights of the 
** individtcal, such as the laws of retaliation and 
of property, the penalties of which may be 
exacted of the caliph, as the claimant of right 
may obtain satisfaction, either by the caliph 
empowering him to exact his right from him- 
self, or by the claimant appealing for assist- 
ance to the collective body of Mussulmans*.'^ 
Here your Lordships see that the caliph, who 
is a magistrate of the highest authority which 
can exist among the Mahometans, where pro- 
perty or life is concerned, has no arbitrary 
power, but is responsible, just as much as any 
other man. 

I am now to inform your Lordships, that the 
sovereign can raise no taxes. The imposing 
of a tribute upon a Mussulman without his 

previous 
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previous consent, . is impracticable : and so far 
£t>m all property belonging to the sovereign, 
the public treasure does not belong to jiim. It 
is declared to be the common property of all 
Mahometans. This doctrine is laid down in 
many places, but particularly in the 9«3th page 
of the second volume of Hamilton's Uedaia. 
, Mr. Hastings has told you what a sovereign 
is, and what sovereignty is all over India, and 
I wish your Lordships to pay particular attention 
to this part of his defence, and to compare 
Mr. Hastii^gs's idea of sovereignty with the de* 
claration of the Mahometan law. The 10th 
chapter of these laws treats of. Rebellion, which 
is defined an act of warfare against the sove- 
reign. You are there told who the sovereign is^ 
and how many kinds of rebels there are« The 
author then proceeds to say; ** The word bdghee^ 
•' (rebellion) in its literal sense, means prevari- 
«' cation, also injustice and tyranny; in the Ian- 
'' guage of the law it is particularly applied to 

V injustice, namely, withdrawing from obedience 
'* to the rightful Imdm^ (as appears in the Fat* 

V tahal'Kadecn). By the rightful Inidm^ is un- 
'* derstood a. person in >yhom all the qualities 
<< essential to magistracy are united, such as 
*^ islamism, freedom, sanity of intellect, and 
'' maturity of age, — and who has been elected 
'* into his office by any tribe of MusstUmanSt 

Vol. XV. G *• with 
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with their general consent : — whose view and 
intention is the advancement of the true re- 
h'gion, and the strengthening of the Mussul- 
mans, and under whom the Mussulmans enjoys 
security in person and property; one who 
levies tithe and tribute according to law ; who 
out of the publick treasury pays what is due 
to learned men, preachers, Kdzees, Mooftis, 
philosophers, publick teachers, and so forth ; 
and who is just in all his dealings with Mus- 
sulmans : for whoever does not answer this 
description is not the right Iindmy whence it 
is not incumbent to support such a one ; but 
rather it is incumbent to oppose him and make 
war upon him, until such time as he either 
adopt a proper mode of conduct, or be 
slainV 

My Lords, is this a magistrate of the same 
description as the sovereign delineated by Mr. 
Hastings? This man must be elected by the 
general consent of Mussulmans, he must be a 
protector of the person and property of his sub- 
jects, a right of resistance is directly established 
by law against him, and even the duty of resist- 
ance is insisted upon. Am I, in praising this 
Mahometan law, applauding the principle of 
elective sovereignty? No, my Lords, I know 

the 
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the mischiefs which have attended it : I know, 
that it has shaken the thrones of most of the 
sovereigns of the Mussulman religion ; but I 
produce the law as the clearest proof that such 
a sovereign cannot be supposed to have an arbi- 
trary power over the property and persons of 
those who elect him, and who have an acknow- 
ledged right to resist and dethrone him, if he 
does not afford them protection. 

I have now gone through what I undertook 
to prove, that Mr. Hastings, with all his Indian 
council, who have made up this volume of arbi- 
trary power, are not supported by the laws of 
the Moguls, by the laws of the Gentoos, by 
the Mahometan laws, or by any law, custom, or 
usage, which has ever been recognised as legal 
and valid. 

But, my Lords, the prisoner defends himself 
by example, and, good God I what are the ex* 
amples which he has chosen i Not the local 
usages and constitutions of Oude or of any other 
province ; not the general practice of a respect- 
able Einperour like Akbar, which, if it would 
not fatigue your Lordships, I could shew to be 
the very reverse of this man's. No, my Lords, 
the Prisoner, his learned counsel here, and his 
unlearned cabinet council, who wrote this de<* 
fence, have ransacked the tales of travellers for 
examples, and have selected materials from that 

G 2 mass 
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mass of loose remarks and crude conceptions, to 
prove, that the natives of India have neither 
rights, laws, orders or distinction. 

I shall now proceed to shew your Lordships, 
that the people of India have a keen sense and 
feeling of disgrace and dishonour. In proof of 
tJiis I appeal to well-known facts. There have 
been women tried in India for offences, and 
acquitted, who would not survive the disgrace 
even of acquittal. There have been Hindoo 
soldiers, condemned at a court-martial, who 
have desired to be blown from the mouth of a 
cannon, and have claimed rank and precedence 
at the last moment of their existence, and yet 
these people are said to have no sense of 
dishonour! Good God! That we should be 
under the necessity of proving, in this. place, all 
these things: and of disproving that all India 
was given in slavery to this man ! 

But, my Lords, they will shew you, they say, 
that Ghinges Khan, Khouli Khan, and Tamer- 
lane, destroyed ten thousand times more people 
in battle than this man did. Good God ! Have 
they run mad ? Have they lost their senses in 
their guilt? Did they ever expect, that we 
meant to compare this man to Tamerlane 
Ghinges Khan, or Khouli Khan ? To compare 
a clerk at a bureau, — to compare a fraudulent 
bullock contractor (for we could shew, that his 

first 
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first elementary malversations were in carrying 
on fraudulent bullock contracts, which contracts 
were taken from him with shame and disgrace, 
and restored with greater shame and disgrace,) 
to compare him with the conquerors of the world 1 
We never said he was a tiger and a lion ; no, we 
have said h^ was a weasel and a rat. 

We have said, that he has desolated countries 
by the same means, that plagues of his description 
have produced similar desolations. We have saidt 
that he, a fraudulent bullock contractor, exalted 
to great and unmerited powers, can do more 
mischief than even all the tigers and L'ons in the 
world. We know, that a swarm of locusts, al- 
though individually despicable, can render a 
country more desolate than Ghinges Khan or 
Tamerlane. When God Almighty chose to 
humble the pride and presumption of Phaiaoh, 
and to bring him to shame, he did not efiect his 
purpose with tigers and lions ; but he sent lice, 
mice, frogs, and every thing loathsome and con- 
temptible to pollute and destroy the country. 
Think of this, my Lords, and of your listening 
here to these people's long account of Tamer- 
lane's camp of two hundred thousand persons, 
and of his building a pyramid at Bagdad with 
the heads of ninety thousand of his prisoners ! 

We have not accused Mr.. Hastings of being 
a great General, and abusing his military powers ; 

G 3 we 
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we know, that he was nothing at the best, but 
a creature of the bureau, raised, by peculiar cir* 
cumstances, to the possession of a power, by 
which incredible mischief might be done. We 
have not accused him of the vices of conquerors : 
when we see him signalized by any conquests 
we may then make such an accusation ; at pre* 
sent we say, that he has been trusted with power 
much beyond his deserts, and that trust he has 
grossly abused. — But to proceed — 

His counsel, according to their usual audacious 
manner, (I suppose they imagine, that they are 
counsel for Tamerlane, or for Ghinges Khan) 
have thought proper to accuse the Managers for 
the Commons, of wandering in all the fabulous 
regions of Indian mythology. My Lords, the 
Managers are sensible of the dignity of their 
place, they have never offered any thing to you, 
without reason. We are not persons of an age, 
— of a disposition — of a character, representative 
or natural, to wanton as these counsel call it; 
that is to invent fables concerning Indian anti- 
quity. That they are not ashamed of making 
this charge, I do not wonder. But we are not 
to be thus diverted from our course. 

I have already stated to your Lordships, a 
material circumstance of this case, which I hope 
will never be lost sight of j namely, the different 
situation in which India stood under the govern- 
ment 
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ment of its native princes and its own original 
laws, and even under the dominion of Mahometan 
conquerors, from that in which it has stood under 
the government of a series of tyrants, foreign and 
domestick, particularly of Mr. Hastings, by whom 
it has latterly been oppressed and desolated. One 
of the books which I have quoted, was writteti 
by Mr. Halhed ; and I shall not be accused of 
wantoning in fabulous antiquity, when I refer to 
another living author, who wrote from what he 
saw, and what he well knew. This author says, 
*^ in truth it would be almost cruelty to molest 
*' these happy people,'' (speaking of the inha- 
bitants of one of the provinces near Calcutta,) 
'* for in this district are the only vestiges of the 
*' beauty, purity, piety, regularity, equity, and 
** strictness of the ancient Hindoostan govern- 
" ment : here the property as well as the liberty 
" of the people is inviolate/* My Liords, I do 
not refer you to this writer because I think it 
necessaiy to our justification ; — nor from any fear 
that your Lordships will not do us the justice to 
believe, that we have good authority for the facts 
which we state, and do not (as persons with their 
licentious tongues dare to say) wanton in fabu* 
lous antiquity. I quote the works of tliis author, 
because his observations and opinions could not 
be unknown to Mr. Hastings, whose associate he 
was in some acts, and whose adviser be appears 

G 4 to 
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to have been in that dreadful transaction, the 
deposition of Cossim AH Khan. This writer 
was connected with the Prisoner at your bar in 
bribery, and has charged him with detaining his 
bribe. To this Mr. Hastings has answered, that 
he had paid him long ago. How they have 
settled that corrupt transaction I know not I 
merely state all this, to prove that we have not 
dealt in fabulous history, and that if any body 
has dealt in falsehood, it is Mr. Hastings's com- 
panion and associate in guilt, who must have 
known the country, and who, however faulty he 
was in other respects, had in this case no inte* 
rest whatever in misrepresentation. 

I might refer your Lordships, if it were neces- 
sary, to Scraflon's account of that ancient go- 
vernment, in order to prove to you the happy 
comparative state of that country, even under 
its former usurpers. Our design, my Lords, in 
making such references, is not merely to disprove 
the Prisoner's defence, but to vindicate the rights 
and privileges of the people of India. We wish 
to reinstate them in your sympathy. We wish 
you to respect a people as respectable as your- 
selves; — a people, who know as well as you, what 
is rank, what is law, what is property; — a people 
who know how to feel disgrace, who know what 
equity, what reason, what proportion in punish* 
ments, what security of property is, just as well 

as 
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as any of your Lordships; for these are tilings 
which are secured to them by laws, by religion, 
by declarations of all their sovereigns. And 

• 

^hat, my Lords, is opposed to all this? — The 
practice of tyrants and usurpers, which Mr. 
Hastings takes for his rule and guidance. He 
endeavours to find deviations from If gal govern- 
ment, and then instructs his counsel to say, that 
I have asserted there is no such thing as arbitrary 
power in the East. Good God ! if there was no 
ftuch thing in any other part of the world, Mr. 
Hastings's, conduct might have convinced me of 
the existeace of arbitrary power, and have taught 
me much of its mischief 

IBujt, my Lords, we all know that there has 
bcien arbitrary power in India } that tyrants have 
ysurped it ; and that, in some instances, princes 
ytherwise meritorious have violated the liberties 
of the people, and have been lawfully deposed 
for suph violation. I do not deny, that there 
^e robberies qn Hounslow Heath ; that there 
are such things as forgeries, burglaries, and mur- 
ders } but I say, that these acts are against law, 
and that whoe^ver commit them commit illegal 
acts. When a man is to defend himself against 
g charge of crime, it is not instances of similar 
violation of law, that is to be the standard of his 
defence. A man may as well say, I robbed upon 

Hounslow 
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Hounslow Heath, but hundreds robbed there 
before me : to which I answer, the law has for- 
bidden you to rob there ; and I will hang you for 
having violated the law, notwithstanding the long 
list of similar violations which you have produced 
as precedents. No doubt princes have violated 
the law of this country ; they have suffered for 
it. Nobles have violated the law ; their privi« 
leges have not protected them from punishment. 
Common people have violated the law ; they 
have been hanged for it. I know no human 
being exempt from the law. The law is the 
security of the people of England, it is the secu- 
rity of the people of Ijidia, it is the security 
of every person that is governed, and of every 
person that governs. There is but one law 
for all, namely, that law which governs all law, 
the law of our Creator, the law of Humanity, 
Justice, Equity: — the law of Nature, and of 
Nations. So far as any laws fortify this primeval 
law, and give it more precision, more energy, 
more effect by their declarations, such laws enter 
into the Sanctuary, and participate in the sacred- 
ness of its character. But the man who quotes 
as precedents the abuses of tyrants and robbers, 
pollutes the very fountain of Justice, destroys 
the foundations of all law, and thereby removes 
the only safeguard against evil men, whether 

governours 
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governours or governed : — the guard which pre- 
vents govemours from becoming tyrants, and the 
governed from becoming rebels. 

I hope your Lordships will not think that I 
have unnecessarily occupied your time, in dis- 
proving the plea of arbitrary power, which has 
been brought forward at our bar : has been re- 
peated at your Lordship's bar, and has been put 
upon the records of both Houses. I hope your 
Lordships will not think that such monstrous 
doctrine should be passed over, without all pos- 
sible pains being taken to demonstrate its false- 
hood and to reprobate its tendency. I have not 
spared myself in exposing the principles avowed 
by the Prisoner. At another time I will en- 
deavour to shew you the manner in which he 
acted upon these principles. I cannot command 
strength to proceed further at present *, and you, 
toy Lords, cannot give me greater bodily strength 
than I have. 

[Adjourned. 
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SECOND DAY OF THE REPLY. 

(mr. DURKE.) 
MY LORDS,. 

ON the last day of the sitting of this Court, 
when I had the honour of appearing before 
you by the order of my Fellow Managers, I 
stated to you their observations and my own, 
upon two great points; one the demeanour of the 
Prisoner at the bar, during his trial, and the 
other the principles of his defence. I compared 
that demeanour with the behaviour of some of 
the greatest men in this kingdom, who have, on 
account of their offences, been brought to your 
bar, and who have seldom escaped your Lord- 
ship's justice. I put the decency, humility, and 
propriety of the most distinguished men's beha* 
viour, in contrast with the shameless effrontery 
of this Prisoner, who has presumptuously made 

a recriminatory 
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a recriminatory charge against the House of 
Commons, and answered their impeachment by 
a counter impeachment, explicitly accusing them 
of malice, oppression, and the blackest ingra- 
titude. 

My Lords, I next stated, that this recrimina- 
tory charge consisted of two distinct parts, 
injustice and delay. To the injustice we are to 
answer, by the nature and proof of the charges 
which we have brought before you ; and to the 
delay, my Lords, we have answered in another 
place. Into one of the consequences of the 
delay, the ruinous expense which the Prisonier 
complains of, we have desired your Lordships to 
make an inquiry, and have referred you to facts 
and witnesses, which will remove this part of the 
charge. 

With regard to ingratitude, there will be a 
proper time for animadversion on this charge. 
For in considering the merits that are intended 
to be set off against Iiis crimes, we shall have to 
examine into the nature of those merits, and to 
ascertain how far they are to operate, either as 
the Prisoner designs they shall operate in his 
favour, as presumptive proofs that a man of such 
merits could not be guilty of such crimes, or as 
a sort of set-off to be pleaded in mitigation of his 
offences. In both of these lights we shall' con- 
sider his 'services, and in this consideration we 

shaU 
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shall determine the justice of his charge of in- 
gratitude. 

My Lords, we have brought the demeanour of 
the Prisoner before you, for another reason. We 
are desirous that your Lordships may be enabled 
to estimate^ from the proud presumption and 
audacity of the Criminal at your bar, when he 
stands before the most awful Tribunal in the 
world, accused by a body representing no less 
than the sacred voice of his country — what he 
must have been when placed in the seat of pride 
and power. What must have been the insolence 
of that man towards the natives of India, who 
when called here to answer for enormous crimes, 
presumes to behave, not with the firmness of 
innocence, but with the audacity and hardness 
of guilt ? 

It may be necessary that I should recal to your 
Lordships rccoUectioUi the principles of the ac- 
cusation and of the defence. Your Lordships 
will bear in mind, that the matters of fact are 
idl either settled by confession or conviction, and 
that the question now before you is no longer an 
issue of fact, but an issue of law. The question 
is, what degree of merit or demerit you are to 
assign by law, to actions which have been laid 
before you, and their truth acknowledged. The 
principle being established, that you are to de- 
cide upon an issue at law, we examined by what 

law 
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law the Prisoner ought to be tried; and we 
preferred a claim which we do now solemnly 
prefer, and which we trust your Lordships will 
[!oncur with us in a laudable emulation to es- 
tablish : a claim founded upon the great truths, 
that all power is limited by law, and ought to be 
Abided by discretion, and not by arbitrary will : 
— that all discretion must be referred to the con- 
lervation and benefit of those over whom power 
is exercised ; and therefore must be guided by 
rules of sound political morality. 

We next contended, that wherever existing 
laws were applicable, the Prisoner at your bar 
was bound by the laws and statutes of this king* 
dom as a British subject; and that whenever he 
exercised authority in the name of the Company, 
or in the name of His Majesty, or under any 
otiier name, he was bound by the laws and 
statutes of this kingdom, both in letter and 
spirit, so far as they were applicable to him and to 
his case : and above ali, that he was bound by the 
act to whjch he owed his appointment, in ali 
transactions with foreign powers to act according 
to the known recognised rules of the law of 
nations; whether these powers were really or 
nominally sovereign, whether they were depen- 
dent or independent. 

The next point which we established, and which 
we now call to your Lordships recollection, is, 

that 
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that he was bound to proceed according to the 
laws, rights, laudable customs, privileges and 
franchises of the country that he governed ; and 
we contended, that to such laws, rights, privi- 
leges and franchises, the people of the country 
had a clear and just claim. 

Having established these points as the basis of 
Mr. Hastings' general power, we contended that 
he was obliged by the nature of his relation, as 
a servant to the Company, to be obedient to 
their orders at all times } and particularly where 
he had entered into special covenants regarding 
special articles of obedience. These are the 
principles by which we have examined the 
conduct of this man, and upon which we have 
brought him to your Lordship's bar for judg- 
ment. This is our table of the law. Your Lord- 
ships shall now be shewn the table by which he 
claims to be judged, but I will first beg your 
Lordships to take notice of the utter contempt 
^vith which he treats all our Acts of Parliament, 
Speaking of the absolute sovereignty which he 
would have you believe is exercised by the 
princes of India, he says, "The sovereignty 
which they assumed, it fell to my lot very 
unexpectedly to exert, and whether or not 
such power or powers of that nature were 
delegated to me by any provisions of any Act 
*^ of Parliament, I confess myself too little of 

" a lawyer 
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*^ a lawyer to pronounce/' and so on. This is 
the manner in which he treats an Act of Parlia- 
ment ! In the place of Acts of Parliament he 
substitutes his own arbitrary will. This he con- 
tends is the sole law of the country he governed, 
as laid down in what he calls the arbitrary insti* 
tutes of Ghinges Khan and Tamerlane. This 
arbitrary will he claims, to the exclusion of the 
Gentoo law, the Mahometan law, and the law 
of his own country. He claims the right of 
making his own will the sole rule of his govern^ 
ment, and justifies the exercise of this power by 
the examples of Aliverdi Khan, Cossim Aii 
Khan, Sujah Dowlah Khan, and all those Khans 
who have rebelled against their masters, and 
desolated the countries subjected to their rule. 
This, my Lords, is tlie law which he has laid 
down for himself, and these are the examples 
which he has expressly told the House of Com- 
mons he is resolved to follow. These example5^ 
my Lords, and the principles with which they 
are connected, without any softening or mitiga- 
tion, he has prescribed to you as the rule by 
which his conduct is to be judged. 

Another principle of the Prisoner is, that 
whenever the Company's a&irs are in distress, 
even when that distress proceeds from his own 
prodigality mismanagment or corruption, he has 
a right to take for the Company's benefit pri- 

Vol. XV. H lately 
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vately in his own name, with the future applica- 
tion of it to their use reserved in his own breast, 
every kind of bribe or corrupt present whatever. 

I have now re-stated to your lordships the 
maxims by which the Prisoner persists in defend'- 
ing himself, and the principles upon which we 
claim to have him judged. The issue before 
your Lordships is a hundred times more impor. 
tant than the cause itself, for it is to determine 
by what law or maxims of law the conduct of 
Oovemours is to be judged. 

On one side, your Lordships have the Prisoner 
declaring that the people have no law^ no rights, 
no usages, no distinctions of rank, no sense of 
lionour, no property ; in short that they are no- 
thing but a herd of slaves to be governed by the 
arbitrary will of a masten On the other side, 
we assert that the direct contrary of this is true. 
And to prove our assertion we have referred yau 
to the institutes of Ghinges Khan and of Tamer- 
lane : we have referred you to the Mahometan 
"law, which is binding upon all, from the crowned 
head to the meanest subject } a law interwoven 
with a system of the wisest, the most learned 
and most enlightened jurisprudence that perhaps 
*ever existed in the world. We have shewn you, 
that if these parties are to be compared together, 
it is not the rights of the people which are no- 
thing, but rather the rights of the sovereign 

5 which 
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wJiich are sop The rights of th,e people are every 
thingi as they ought to be in the true and natural 
order of things. God forbid that these maxims 
should trench upon sovereignty, and its true, 
ju^ty and lawful prerogative : on the contrary^ 
tjbuey ought to support and establish them. The 
sovereign's rights are undoubtedly sacred rights^ 
and ought to be so held in every country in tlie 
vorld } because exercised for the benefit of the 
people, and in subordination to that great eujSL 
for which alone God has vested power in any 
man or any set of men. This is the law tliat we 
insist upon, and these are the principles upon 
which your Lordships are to try the Prisoner at 
your bar. 

Let me remind your Lordships, that these 
people lived under the laws to which I have 
referred you, and that these laws were formed 
whilst we, I may say, were in the forest ; cer- 
tainly before we knew what technical jurispru** 
dence was. These laws are allowed to be the 
basis and substratum of the manners, customs, 
fmd opinions, of the people of India ; and we 
contend, that Mr. Hastings is bound to know 
them and to act by them ; and I shall prove, 
that the very condition upon which he received 
power in India, was to protect the people in 
tjieir laws and known rights. But whether Mr. 
Hastings did know these laws, or whether, con- 

H 2 tent 
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tent with credit gained by as base a fraud as 
was ever practised, he did not read the books 
which Nobkissin paid for; we take the benefit 
of them : we know and speak after knowledge of 
them* And although I believe his council have 
never read them, I should be sorry to stand in 
this place, if there was one word and tittle in- 
these books that I had not read oven 

We therefore come here and declare to you, 
that he is not borne out by these institutes^ 
either in their general spirit or in any particular 
passage, to which he has had the impudence to 
appeal, in the assumption of the arbitrary power 
which he has exercised. We claim, that, as our 
own Government, and every person exercising 
authority in Great Britain is bound by the laws 
of Great Britain, so every person exercising 
authority in another country shall be subject to 
the laws of that country; since otherwise, they 
break the very covenant by which we hold our 
power there. Even if these institutes had been 
arbitrary, which they are not, they might have 
been excused as the acts of conquerors. But, 
my Lords, he is no conqueror, nor any thing but 
what you see him ; a bad scribbler of absurd 
papers, in which he can put no two sentences 
together without contradiction. We know him 
in no other character than that of having been 
a bullock contractor for some years ; of having 

acted 
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acted fraudulently in that capacityt and afterr 
wards giving fraudulent contracts to others ; and 
yet I will maintain, that the first conquerors of 
the world would have been base and abandoned 
if they had assumed such a right as he dares to 
claim. It is the glory of all such great men to 
have for their motto, Farcere subjectis et debeU 
tare superbos. These were men that said they 
would recompense the countries which they had 
obtained through torrents of blood, through car- 
nage and violence ; by the justice of their insti- 
tutions, the mildness of their laws, and the equity 
of their government. Even if these conquerors 
had promulgated arbitrary institutes instead of 
disclaiming them in every point, you, my Lords, 
would never suffer such principles of defence to 
be urged here; still less will you sufier the 
examples of men acting by violence^ of men 
acting by wrong ; — the example of a man who 
has become a rebel to his sovereign in order that 
be should become the tyrant of his people, to be 
examples for a British govemour, or for any 
.govemour. We here confidently protest against 
this mode of justification, and we maintain that 
his pretending to follow these examples is in 
itself a crime. The Prisoner has ransacked all 
Asia for principles of despotism; he has ran. 
sacked all the bad and corrupted part of it for 

H 3 tyrannical 
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iyrahnib^l 6Xdtnpleii to justify himself; famd cer- 
tHitily in no other way ban he be justified. 

Having established the falsehood of the first 
|>rinciple of the Prisoner's defence, that sove- 
reignty, wherever it exists in India, implies in 
its iiature and essence a power of exacting any 
Ihing from the subject, and disposing of his per- 
son and property ; — we now come to his second 
assertion, that he was the true, full, and perfect 
representative of that sovereignty in India. 

In opposition to this assertion we first do posi- 
tively deny, that he or the Company are the 
perfect representative of any sovereign poWfer. 
whatever. They have certain rights by their 
th&rter, and by Acts of Parliament, but they 
have no other. They have their legal rights 
iihly, and these do not inlply any such thing a^ 
Sovereign power. The sovelreignty of Oreat 
Britain is in the King, he is the Sovereign of 
the Lords, and the Sovereign of the Commons, 
individually and collectively ; and as he has his 
Jsrerogative established by law, he most exercise 
it, and all persons claiming and deriving undei* 
'Win, Avhether by Act of Parliament, whethet by 
charter of the Crown, or by any other mode 
l*^hatever, all are alike bound by law, and re^ 
ispdnsible to it. No one can assume or receive 
any power of sovereignty, because the Bove- 

reignty 
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teignty is in the Crown, and cannot be delegatcfd 
away from the Crown ; no such delegation ever 
took place, or ever was intended ; as any one 
may see in the Act by which Mr. Hastings was 
nominated govemour. He cannot, therefore, 
exercise that high supreme sovereignty, which is 
vested by the law, with the consent of both Houses 
of Parliament, in the King, and in the King only. 
It is a violent, rebellious assumption of power, 
when Mr. Hastings pretends fully, perfectly, and 
entirely, to represent the Sovereign of this coun- 
try, and to exercise legislative, executive, and 
judicial authority, with as large and broad a sway 
as His Majesty, acting with the consent of the 
two Houses of Parliament, and agreeably to the 
laws of this Kingdom. I say, my Lords, this is 
a traitorous and rebellious assumption which he 
has no right to make, and which we charge 
against him, and therefore it cannot be urged in 
justification of his conduct in any respect 
. He next alleges, with reference to one par« 
ticular case, that he received this sovereignty 
from the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, who he pretends 
was sovereign, with an unlimited power over the 
life, goods, and property of Cheit Sing. This we 
positively deny. Whatever power the supreme 
sovereign of the empire had, we deny that it 
^as delegated to Sujah Dowlah. He never was 
in possession of it. He was a Vizier of the 

a 4 Empire i 
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Empire ; he had a grant of certain lands for the 
support of that dignity, and we refer you to 
the institutes of Timour, to the institutes of 
Akbar, to the institutes of the Mahometan law, 
for the powers of delegated governours and vice- 
roys. You will find, that there is not a trace of 
sovereignty in them ; but that they are, to all 
intents and purposes, mere subjects, and conse* 
quently as Sujah Dowlah had not these powers 
he could not transfer them to the India Company. 
His master, the Mogul Emperor, had them not* 
I defy any man to shew an instance of that Em- 
peror's claiming any such thing as arbitrary 
power, much less can it be claimed by a rebel- 
lious viceroy who had broken loose from his 
sovereign's authority, just as this man broke loose 
from the authority of Parliament. The one had 
not a right to give, nor the other to receive such 
powers ; but whatever rights were vested in the 
Mogul, they cannot belong either to Sujah 
Dowlah, to Mr. Hastings, or to the Company. 
These latter are expressly bound by their com- 
pact to take care of the subjects of the empire, 
and to govern them according to law, reason, and 
equity ; and when they do otherwise, they are 
guilty of tyranny, of a violation of the rights of 
the people, and of rebellion against their sove- 
reign. 

We have taken these pains to ascertain and 

fix 
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fix principles, because your Lordships are not 
called upon to judge of facts. A jury may find 
facts, but no jury can form a judgment of law} 
it is an application of the law to the fact that 
makes the act criminal or laudable. You must 
find a fixed standard of some kind or other ; for 
if there is no standard but the immediate momen- 
tary purpose of the day, guided and governed 
by the man who uses it, fixed not only for the 
disposition of all the wealth and strength of the 
state, but for the life, fortune, and property of 
every individual, your Lordships are lefl without 
a principle to direct your judgment. This high 
court — this supreme court of appeal from all the 
courts of the kingdom ; — this highest court of 
criminal jurisdiction, exercised upon the requi- 
sition of the House of Commons, if lefl without 
a rule, would be as lawless as the wild savage, 
and as unprincipled as the Prisoner that stands 
at your bar. Our whole issue is upon principles, 
and what I shall say to you will be in perpetual 
reference to tliem, because it is better to have 
no principles at all than to have false principles 
of government and of morality. Leave a man 
to his passions, and you leave a wild beast to 
a savage and capricious nature. A wild beast 
indeed, when its stomach is full will caress you, 
and may lick your hands ; in like manner when 
a tyrant is pleased or his pasison satiated, you 

may 



i06 SPEECH a THE IMFEACHMSaTT 

may have a happy and fierene day under an dr« 
bitrary government. But when the principle 
founded on solid reason, which ought to restrain 
passion, is perverted from its proper end, the 
false principle will be substituted for it, and then 
man becomes ten times worse than a wild beast 
The evil principle grown solid and perennial, 
goads him on and takes entire possession of his 
mind; and then perhaps the best refuge that 
you can have from that diabolical principle, is in 
the natural wild passions and unbridled appetites 
of mankind. This is a dreadful state of things ; 
and therefore we have thought it necessary to 
say a great deal upon his principles. 

My Lords, we come next to apply these prin*- 
dples to facts which cannot otherwise be judged, 
as we have contended and do now contend. I 
\i^ill not go over facts which have been opened 
to you by my Fellow Managers ; if I did so^ 
I should appear to have a distrust, which I am 
sure no other man has, of the greatest abilities 
displayed in the greatest of all causes. I should 
be guilty of a presumption, which 1 hope I shall 
not dream of, but leave to those who exercise 
arbitrary power j in supposing that I could go 
over the ground which my Fellow Managers 
have once trodden, and make any thing more 
clear and forcible than they have done. In my 
humble opinion, human ability cannot go farther 

than 
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than they have gone, and if I ever allude to anj 
thing which they have already touched, it tviil 
be to shew it in another light ; — ^to mark morfe 
particularly its departure from the principles 
tipon which We contend you ought to judge i 
or to (Supply those plElrts which through bodily 
infirmity, and I am sure nothing else, one of my 
excellent Fellow Managers has left untouched. 
I ank here alluding to the case of Cheit Sing. 

My honourable Fellow Manager Mr. Grey, has 
Mated to you all the circumstances requisite to 
prove two things :-^First, that the demands made 
by Mr. Hastings upon Cheit Sing, were contrary 
to Aindamental treaties between the Cotnpany 
and that Rajah t — and next, that they were the 
result and efibct of private malice and corrup- 
tion. This having been stated ahd proved to 
ycM^ I shall tbte up the subject where it was 
left. 

My 'Lords, in the first place I have to rethark 
to you, that the whole of the charge originally 
brought by Mn Hastings against Cheit Sing, in 
justification of his wicked and tyrannical pro^ 
ceedings, is, that he had been dilatory, evasive, 
iihuffling, and unwilling to pay thiEit which, how- 
ler unwilling, evasive, and shuffling, he did pay« 
And that, with regard to the business of furnish- 
itrg cavalry, the Rajah has asserted, and his 
lAs^rtioh has not been denied, that when he was 

desired 
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desired by the Council to furnish these troopeiBi 
the purpose for which this application was made, 
was not mentioned or alluded to» nor was there 
any place of muster pointed out. We therefore 
contended, that the demand was not made for 
the service of the state ; but for the oppression 
of the individual that suffered by it. 

But admitting the Rajah to have been guilty 
of delay and unwillingness, what is the nature 
of the offence? If you strip it of the epithets by 
which, it has been disguised, it merely amounts 
to an unwillingness in the Rajah, to pay more 
than the sums stipulated by the mutual agree- 
ment existing between him and the Company. 
This is the whole of it ; the whole front and 
head of the offence, and for this offence such as 
it is, and admitting that he could be legally 
fined for it, he was subjected to the secret 
punishment of giving a bribe to Mr. Hastings^ 
by which he was to buy off the fine, and which 
was consequently a commutation for it. 

That your Lordships may be enabled to judge 
more fully of the nature of this offence, let us 
see in what relation Cheit Sing stood with the 
Company. He was, my Lords, a person cloathed 
with every one of the attributes of sovereignty, 
under a direct stipulation that the Company 
should not interfere in his internal government. 
The military and civil authority, the power of 

life 
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« 

life and death, the whole revenue, and the whole 
administration of the law, rested in him. Such 
was the sovereignty he possessed within Benares; 
but he was a subordinate sovereign dependent 
upon a superior, according to the tenor of his 
compact, expressed or implied. Now having 
contended, as we still contend, that the law of 
nations is the law of India as well as of Europe, 
because it is the law of reason and the law of 
nature, drawn from the pure sources of morality, 
of publick good, and of natural equity, and re- 
cognised and digested into order by the labour 
of learned men, I will refer your Lordships to 
Vattel, book 1. cap. 16. where he treats of the 
breach of such agreements, by the protector re- 
fusing to give protection, or the protected re- 
fusing to perform his part of the engagement. 
My design in referring you to this author, is to 
prove that Cheit Sing, so far from being blame- 
able in raising objections to the unauthorized 
demand made upon him by Mr. Hastings, was 
absolutely bound to do so, nor could he have 
done otherwise, without hazarding the whol^ 
benefit of the agreement upon which his subjec- 
tion and protection were founded. The law is 
the same with respect to both contracting parties ; 
if the protected or protector does not fulfil with 
fidelity each his separate stipulation^ the protected 
may resist thp unauthorized demand of the pro- 
tector. 
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tectoT, or the protector is discharged from hig 
engagement; he may refuse protection, and 
declare the treaty broken. 

We contend in favour of Cheit Sing, in sup- 
port of the principles of natural equity, and of 
the law of nations, which is the birth-rlghtof us 
all; we contend, I say, that Cheit Sing would 
have established, in the opinions of the best 
writers on the law of nations, a precedent against 
himself for any future violation of the engage* 
ment, if he submitted to any new demand, with* 
out what our laws call a continual claim or per- 
petual remonstrance against the imposition. 
Instead, therefore, of doing that which was cri* 
ininal, he did that which his safety and his duty 
bound him to do, and for doing this he was con-« 
sidered by Mr. Hastings as being guilty of a 
great crime. In a paper which was published 
by the Prisoner, in justification of this act, he 
considers the Rajah to have been guilty of re« 
bellious intentions ; and he represents these acta 
of contumacy, as he calls them, not as proofs of 
contumacy merely, but as proofs of a settled 
design to rebel, and to throw off the authority 
of that nation by which he was protected. This 
belief he declares on oath, to be the ground of 
his conduct towards Cheit Sing. 

Now, my Lords, we do contend, that if any 
subject under any name, or of any description, 

be 
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be not engaged in puUick open febeIUo<i# but 
continues to acknowledge the authority of hi^ 
sovereign, and if tributary to pay tribute conr 
formably to agreement ; such a subject, in case 
of being suspected of having formed traitorous 
designs, ought to be treated in a manner totally 
diiSferent fiom that which was adopted by Mr. 
Hastings. If the Rajah of Benares had formed 
a secret conspiracy, Mr. Hastings had a state 
duty and a judicial duty to perform. He was 
bound as governour, knowing of such a con^ 
spiracy, to provide for the publick safety } and, 
as a judge, he was bound to convene a criminal 
court, and to lay before it a detailed accusation 
of the offence. He was bound to proceed pub- 
lickly and legally against the accused, and to 
convict him of his crime, previous to his inflict- 
ing, or forming any intention of inflicting, 
punishment. I say, my Lords, that Mr. Hast- 
ings, as a magistrate, was bound to proceed 
against the Bajah, either by English law, by 
Mahometan law, or by the Gentoo law; and 
that by all or any of these laws, he was bound 
to make the accused acquainted with the crime 
alleged, to hear his answer to the charge, and 
to produce evidence against him, in an open, 
clear, and judicial manner. And here, my 
Lords, we have again to remark, that the Ma« 
hometan law is a great discriminator of persons, 

and 
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and that it prescribes the mode of proceeding 
against those who are accused of any delin- 
quency requiring punishment, with a reference 
to the distinction and rank which the accused 
held in society. The proceedings are exceed- 
ingly sober, regular, and respectful, even to 
criminals charged with the highest crimes ; and 
every magistrate is required to exercise his office 
in the prescribed manner. In the Hedaia, afler 
declaring and discussing the propriety of the 
Cauzy's sitting openly in the execution of his 
office^ it is added, that there is no impropriety 
in the Cauzy sitting in his own house to pass 
judgment ; but it is requisite that lie give orders 
for a free access to the people. It then pro- 
ceeds thus : " It is requisite that such people 
" sit along with the Cauzy as were used to sit 
** with him, prior to his appointment to the 
** office ; because, if he were to sit alone in 
" his house, he would thereby give rise to 
** suspicion*.'* 

My Lords, having thus seen what the duty of 
a judge is in such a case, let us examine whether 
Mr. Hastings observed any part of the prescribed 
rules. First, with regard to the publicity of the 
matter. Did he ever give any notice to the 
Supreme Council of the charges, which he says 

he 
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he had received against Cheit Sing? Did be 

accuse the Rajah in the council, even when it 

was reduced to himself and his poor, worn down. 

cowed, and I am afraid bribed coileaguet Mr. 

Wheler? Did he even then, I ask, produce 

any one charge against this man ? He sat in 

council as a judge ; as an English judge ; as a 

Mahometan judge j as a judge by the Gentoo 

law, and by the law of Nature. He should have 

summoned the party to appear in person, or by 

his attorney, before him, and should have there 

informed him of the charge against him. Butt 

my Lords, he did not act thus. He kept the 

accusation secret in his own bosom. And why ? 

because he did not believe it to be true. Thia 

may at least be inferred from his having never 

informed the council of the matter. He never 

informed the Rajah of Benares of the suspicions 

entertained against him, during the discussions 

which took place respecting the multiplied de« 

tnands that were made upon him. He never 

told this victim, as he has had the audacity to 

tell us and all this kingdom, in the paper that is 

before your Lordships, that he looked upon these 

refusals to comply with his demands to be overt 

acts of rebellion ; nor did he ever call upon him 

to answer or to justify himself with regard to 

that imputed conspiracy or rebellion. Did he tell 

Sadanund the Rajah's agent, when that agent 

Vol. XV. I was 
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waa giving him a bribe or a present in 3ecrety 
and was thus endeavouring to deprecate his 
wrath, that he accepted that bribe because his 
master was in rebellion? Never, my Lords; 
nor did he, when he first reached Benares, and 
had the Rajah in his power, suggest one word 
jconcerning this rebellion. Did he, when he met 
Mr. Markham at Bauglepore, where they con- 
sulted about the. destruction of this unhappy 
man, did he tell Mr. Markham, or did Mr. Mark- 
ham insinuate to him any one thing about this 
ponspiracy and rebellion ? No, not a word there, 
or in his whole progress up the country. While 
at Bauglepore he wrote a letter to Lord Ma- 
cartney upon tlie state of the empire, giving him 
much and vaiious advice. Did he insinuate in 
that letter, that he was going up to Benares to 
suppress a rebellion of the Rajah Cheit Sing or 
to punish him ? No, not a word. Did he, my 
Lords, at the eve of his departure from Calcutta, 
when he communicated his intention of taking 
500,000 1. which he calls a fine or penalty, f^om 
the Rajah, did he inform Mr. Wheler of it? 
No, not a word of his rebellion nor any thing 
like it. Did he inform his secret confidantst 
Mr. Anderson and Major Palmer upon that sub- 
ject ? Not a word, there was not a word d;rop- 
ped from him of any such rebellion, or of any 
iatentioa in the Rajah Cheit Sing to rebel Did 

lie. 
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be, when he had vakeels in every part of the 
Mahratta empire and in the country of Sajah 
Dowlah i when he had in most of those courts 
English ambassadors and native spies ; did he 
either from ambassadors or spies receive any 
thing like authentick intelligence upon this sub* 
ject P While he was at Benares he had in his 
hands Beneram Pundit, the vakeel of the Rajah 
of Berar, his own confidential friend, a person 
whom he took out of the service of his master, 
and to whom he gave a jaghire in this very 
zemindary of Benares. This man so attached 
to Mr. Hastings, so knowing in all the transac- 
tions of India, neither accused Cheit Sing of 
rebellious intentions, or furnished Mr. Hastings 
with one single proof that any conspiracy with 
any foreign power existed* 

In this absence of evidence, my Lords, let us 
have recourse to probability. Is it to be believed 
that the Zemindar o£ Benares, a person whom 
l^r. Hastings describes as being of a timid, 
weak, irresolute, and feeble nature, should ven- 
ture to make war alone with the whole power of 
the Company in India ; aided by all the powers 
which Great Britain could bring to the protec- 
tion of its* Indian empire ? Could that poor man, 
in his comparatively small district, possibly have 
formed such an intention, without giving Mr. 
Hastings access to the knowledge of the fact, 

I a from 
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from Ode or other of the numerous corres- 
pondents which he had in that country ? 

As to the Rajah's supposed intrigues with the 
Nabob of Oude, this man was an actual prisoner 
of Mr. Hastings, and nothing else ; a mere vas« 
sal» as he says himself, in effect and substance, 
though not in name. Can any one believe or 
think, that Mr. Hastings would not have received 
from the English resident, or from some one of 
that tribe of English gentlemen and English 
military collectors, who were placed in that 
dountry in the exercise of the most arbitrary 
powers, some intelligence, which he could trust, 
if any rebellious designs had really existed pre« 
vious to the rebellion, which did actually break 
out upon his arresting Cheit Sing? 

There was an ancient Roman lawyer, of great 
&me in the history of Roman jurisprudence, 
whom they called Cut Bono^ from his having 
first introduced into juridical proceedings the 
argument — what end or object could the party 
have had in the act with which he is accused? 
Surely it may be here asked, why should Cheit 
Sing wish to rebel, who held on easy and mode- 
rate terms (for such I admit they were) a very 
considerable territory with every attribute of 
royalty attached ? The tribute was paid for pro-; 
tection, which he had a riglit to claim, and 
which he actually received. What reason under 

Heaven 
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HeaveD could he have to go and seek another 
flkster; to place himself under the protection 
of Sujah Dowlah, in whose hands Mr. Hastings 
tells you, in so many dh-ect and plain words, 
that neither the Rajah's property, his honour* or 
his life, could be safe ? Was he to seek refuge 
with the Mahrattas, who, though Gentoos like 
himself, had reduced every nation which they 
subdued, except those who were originally of 
their own empire, to a severe servitude ? Can 
any one believe, that he wished either for the 
one or the other of these charges ; or^ that he 
was desirous to quit the happy independent situ* 
ation in which he stood under the protection of 
the British empire, from any loose, wild, impro* 
bable notion of Aiending his condition r My 
Lords, it is impossible. There is not one particle 
of evidence, not one word of this charge on 
record, prior to the publication of Mr. Hastings's 
narrative i and all the presumptive evidence in 
the world would scarcely be sufficient to provQ 
the fact, because it is almost impossible that it 
should be true. 

But, my Lords, although Mr. Hastings swore 
to the truth of this charge, when he came before 
the House of Commons, yet in his narrative he 
thus fairly and candidly avowed, that he enter- 
tained no such opinion at the time. ** Every 
^* step,'' says he» " which I had taken before 
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*^ that fatal moment, namely the flight of Cheit 
'^ Sing, is an incontrovertible proof that I mI 
*' formed no design oi seizing upon the Rajah's 
treasures or of deposing him. And certainly 
at the time when I did form the design of 
making the punishment, that his former ill 
" conduct deserved, subservient to the exi- 
gencies of the state, by a large fine, I did not 
believe him guilty of that premeditated pro* 
'^ ject for driving the English out of India, with 
" which I afterwards charged him." Thus theo 
he declares upon oath, that the Rajah's contu- 
macy was the ground of his suspecting him of 
rebellion, and yet when he comes to make his 
defence before the House of Commons, he 
simply and candidly declares, that long after 
these alleged acts of contumacy had taken 
place, he did not believe him to be guilty of any 
such thing as rebellion, and that the fine imposed 
upon him was for another reason and another 
purpose. 

In page 28 of your printed minutes, he thus 
declares the purpose for which the fine was im^ 
posed. '^ I can answer only to this formidable 
** dilemma, that so long as I conceived Cheit 
Sing's misconduct and contumacy to have 
me rather than the Company for its object, at 
least to be merely the efiect of pernicious ad* 
«* vice or misguided folly, without any formal 
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" design of openly resisting our authority or 
** disdaiming our sovereignty ; 1 looked upon 
** a considerable fine as sufficient both for his 
** immediate punishment and for binding him 
" to future good behaviour/' 

Here, my Lords^ the secret comes out. He 
declares it was not for a rebellion or a suspicion 
of rebellion that he resolved, over and above all 
his exorbitant demands, to take from the Rajah 
500,000/. (a good stout sum to be taken from ^ 
tributary power)* that it was not for misconduct 
of this kind that he took this sum, but for per<^ 
sonal ill behaviour towards himself. I must 
again beg your Lordships to note that he then 
considered the Rajah*s contumacy as having for 
its object not the Company, but Warren Hast* 
ingSj and that he afterwards declared publickly 
to the House of Commons ;— and now befonS 
your Lordships* he declares finally and conclu-' 
sively* that he did believe Cheit Sing to haV€J 
had the criminal intention imputed to him. 

** So long," says he, " as I conceive Cheit 
" Sing's misconduct and contumacy to have! 
wie" (in italics as he ordered it to be printed) 
rather th&n the Company, for its object, so 
<* long t was satisfied with a fine. I therefore! 
entertained no serious thoughts of expelling 
him or proceeding otherwise to violence ; but 
** when he and his people broke out into tbef 
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** most atrocious acts of rebellion and murder, 
** when the jicsjbrtioris et les ultima regum, 
^' were appealed to on his part (and without 
** any sufficient plea afforded him on mine) I 
*' from that moment considered him as the 
'* traitor and criminal described in the charge, 
*' and no concessions, no humiliations, could 
** ever after induce me to settle on him the 
♦• zemimlary of Benares, or any other territory, 
•• upon any footing whatever/' 

Thus then, my Lords, he has confessed, that 
the era and the only era of rebellion was when 
the tumult broke out upon the act of violence 
pffered by himself to Cheit Sing ; and upon the 
ground of that tumult, or rebellion as he calb 
it, he says, he never would suffer him to enjoy 
any territory or any right whatever. We have 
fixed the period of the rebellion for which he is 
supposed to have exacted this fine ; this period 
of rebellion was after the exaction of the fine 
itself, so that the fine was not laid for the rebeU 
lion, but the rebellion broke out in consequence 
of the fine and the violent measure accompany* 
ing it. We have established this, and the whole 
human race cannot shake it. He went up the 
country through malice to revenge bis own 
private wrongs, not those of the Company. He 
fixed 500,000/. as a mulct for an insult offered 
to himself, and then a rebellion broke out in 

consequence 
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ronsequence of his violence. This was the re- 
bellion and the pnly rebellion ; it was Warren 
Hastings's rebellion, a rebellion which arose 
from his own dreadful exaction; from his pride; 
from his malice and insatiable avarice. A re- 
bellion which arose from his abominable tyranny, 
from his lust of arbitrary power, and from his 
determination to follow the examples of Sujah 
Dowlah, Azoph ul Dowlah, Cossim AH Khan, 
AHverdi Khan, and all the gang of rebels who 
are the objects of his imitation. 

Ml/ patience, says he, was exhausted. Your 
Lordships have, and ought to have a judicial 
patience. Mr. Hastings has none of any kind, 
I hold that patience is one of the great virtues of 
a governour ; it was said of Moses, that he go* 
verned by patience, and that he was the meekest 
man upon earth. Patience is also the distin? 
guishing character of a judge ; and I think your 
Lordships, both with regard to us and with re^ 
gard to him, have shewn a great deal of it j we 
shall ever honour the quality, and if we pretend 
to say, that we have had great patience in going 
through this trial, so your Lordships must have 
bad great patience in hearing it. But this man's 
patience, as he himself tells you, was soon ex- 
hausted. ** I considered,'* he says, " the light 
^* in which such behaviour would have been 
•* viewed by his native sovereign, and I resolved 
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** he should feel the power he had so long ih«- 
suited. Forty or fifty lacks of rupees would 
have been a moderate fine for Sujah ul Dowlah 
to exact : he who had demanded twenty-five 
" lacks for the mere fine of succession, and re^ 
ceived twenty in hand, and an increased rent 
tantamount to considerably above thirty lacks 
more ; and therefore I rejected the oflTer of 
twenty* with which the Rajah would have com- 
" promised for his guilt when it was too late.** 

Now, my Lords, observe who his models were 
when he intended to punish this man for an in- 
sult on himself. Did he consult the laws ? Did 
he look to the Institutes of Timour or to those of 
Ghinges Khan ? Did he look to the Hedaia or 
to any of the approved authorities in this coun- 
try? No, my Lords, he exactly followed th* 
advice which Longinus gives to a great writer : 
— Whenever you have a mind to elevate your 
mind ; to raise it to its highest pitchy and even 
to exceed yourself, upon any subject, think how 
Homer would have described it, how Plato 
would have imagined it, and how Demosthenes 
would have expressed it ; and when you have so 
done, you will then no doubt have a standard 
which will raise you up to the dignity of any 
thing that human genius can aspire to. Mr. 
Hastings was calling upon himself, and raising 
his miAd to the dignity of what tyranny could 

do; 
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do ; what unrighteous exaction could perforoK 
He considered, he says, how much Sujah Dowlah 
would have exacted, and that he thinks would not 
be too much for him to exact. He boldly avows, 
I raised my mind to the elevation of Sujah 
Dowlah. I considered what Cossim Ali Khaa 
would have done, or Ali Verdi Khan, who mur* 
dered and robbed so many. I had all this line 
of great examples before me, and I asked my- 
self what fine they would have exacted upon 
such an occasion. But, says he, Sujah Dowlah 
levied a fine of twenty lacks for a right of suc- 
cession. 

Good God ! my Lords, if you are not appalled 
with the violent injustice of arbitrary proceed^ 
iogs, you must feel something humiliating at 
the gross ignorance of men who are in this man** 
ner pla}dng with the rights of mankind. This 
man confounds a fine upon succession with a 
fine of penalty. He takes advantage of a defect 
in the technical language of our law, which, I 
am sorry to say, is not in many parts as correct 
in its distinctions and as wise in its provisions as 
the Mahometan law. We use the word fine in 
three senses ; first, as a punishment and penalty j 
secondly, 'as a formal means of cutting off by one 
form the ties of another form, which we call 
levying a fine ; and thirdly, we use the word to 
signify a sum of money payable upon renewal of 

a lease 
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a lease or copyhold. The word has, in each 
case, a totally different sense ; but such is the 
stupidity and barbarism of the Prisoner, that he 
confounds these senses, and tells you Sujab 
Dowlah took twenty*five lacks as a fine from 
Cheit Sing, for the renewal of his zemindary, 
and therefore as a punishment for his offences, 
he shall take fifly. Suppose any one of your 
Lordships, or of us, were to be fined for assault 
and battery, or for any thing else, and it should 
be said, you paid such a fine for a bishop's lease; 
you paid such a fine on the purchase of an estate, 
and therefore now that you are going to be fined 
for a punishment, we will take the measure of 
the fine not from the nature and quality of your 
offence, not from the law upon the subject or 
from your ability to pay ; but the amount of a 
fine you paid some years ago for an estate, shall 
be the measure of your punishment. My Lords, 
what should we say of such brutish ignorance, 
and such shocking confusion of ideas ? 

When this man had elevated his mind accord- 
ing to the rules of art, and stimulated himself to 
great things by great examples, he goes on to 
tell you that he rejected the offer of twenty 
lacks with which the Rajah would have com- 
pounded for his guilt when it was too late. 
i Permit me, my Lords, to say a few wordi 
here, by way of referring back all this monstrous 

heap 
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heap of violence and absurdity to some degree 
of principle. Mr. Hastings having completely 
acquitted the Rajah of any other fault than con- 
tumacy, and having supposed even that to be 
only pei'sonal to himself^ he thought a fine of 
500,000/. would be a. proper punishment. Now, 
when any man goes to exact a fine, it pre-* 
supposes inquiry, charge, defence, and judg«. 
meat. It does so in the Mahometan law ; it 
does so in the Gentoo law ; it does so in the 
law of England, in the Roman law, and in the 
law, 1 believe, of every nation under heaven, 
except in that law which resides in the arbitrary 
breast of Mr. Hastings, poisoned by the prin<« 
ciples and stimulated by the examples of those 
wicked traitors and rebels whom 1 have before 
described. He mentions his intention of levying 
a fine, but does he make any mention of having 
charged the Rajah with his offences ? It appears 
that he held an incredible quantity of private 
correspondence through the various Resident's 
through Mr. Graham, Mr. Fowke, Mr. Mark« 
ham, Mr. Benn, concerning the affairs of that 
country. Did he ever, upon this alleged con- 
tumacy (for at present I put the rebellion out of 
the question), inquire the progress of this per- 
sonal affront offered to the Governour General 
of Bengal ? Did he ever state it to the Rajah, or 
did he call his vakeel before the Council to 

answer 
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answer the charge ? Did he examine any one per- 
son or particularize a single fact in any manner 
whatever i No. What then did he do ? Why, my 
Lordsy he declared himself the person injured, 
stood forward as the accuser, assumed the office 
of judge, and proceeded to judgment without a 
party before him, without trial, without exami* 
nation, without proof. He thus directly re- 
versed the order of justice. He determined to 
fine the Rajah when his own patience, as he says, 
was exhausted, not when justice demanded the 
punishment He resolved to fine him in the 
enormous sum of 500,000 /• Does he inform the 
Council of this determination ? No. The Court 
of Directors ? No, Any one of his confidants ? 
No, not one of them ; not Mr. Palmer, not Mn 
Middleton, nor any of that legion of secretanei 
that he had ; nor did he even inform Mr. Mal- 
colm of his intentions until he met him at 
Bauglepore. 

: In regard to the object of his malice, we only 
know that many letters came from Cheit Sing to 
Mr. Hastings, in which the unfortunate man en- 
deavoured to appease his wrath, and to none of 
which he ever gave an answer. He is an accuser 
preferring a charge and receiving apologies, 
without giving the party an answer ; although be 
had a crowd of secretaries about him, maintained 
at the expense of the miserable peopte of 

Benares, 
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Benares, and paid by sums of money drawn 
fraudulently from their pockets. Still not one 
word of answer was given, till he had formed the 
resolution of exacting a fine, and had actually 
by torture made bis victim's servant discover 
where his master's treasures lay, in order that he 
might rob him of all his family possessed. Are 
the^e the proceedings of a British judge ; or are 
they not rather such as are described by Lord 
Coke--^(and these learned gentlemen, I dare say, 
will remember the passage ; it is too striking 
not to be remembered) as *^ tfie damned and 
•* damnable proceedings (if a judge in hell** Such 
a judge has the Prisoner at your bar proved bim« 
aelf to be. First, he determines upon the punish* 
ment, then he prepares the accusation, and then 
by torture and violence endeavours to extort the 

fine. 

My LfOrds, I mu$t again beg leave to call 
your attention to his mode of proceeding in thia 
business. He never entered any charge. He 
Mver answered any letter. Not that he was idle. 
He was carrying on a wicked and clandestine 
plot for the destruction of the Rajah, under the 
pretence of this fine ; although the plot was not 
known, I verily believe, to any European at the 
time. He does not pretejid that he told any one 
of the coix^)any's servants of his intentions of 
fining the Rajah ; but that some hostile project 

against 
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against him had been formed by Mr. Hastings 
was perfectly well known to the natives. Mr. 
Hastings tells you, that Cheit Sing had a vakeel 
at Calcutta, whose business it was to learn the 
general transactions of our government, and the 
most minute particulars which could, in any 
manner, affect the interest of his employer. 

I must here tell your Lordships, that there is 
no court in Asia, from the highest to the lowest, 
no petty sovereign that does not both employ 
and receive what they call Hircarrahs, or in other 
words, persons to collect and to communicate 
political intelligence. These men are received 
with the state and in the rank of ambassadors} 
they have their place in the Durbar, and their 
business, as authorized spies, is as well known 
there as that of ambassadors extraordinary and 
ordinary in the courts of Europe. Mr. Hastings 
had a publick spy in the person of the Resident, 
at Benares, and he had a private spy there in 
another person. The spies employed by the 
native powers had, by some means, come to the 
knowledge of Mr. Hastings's clandestine and 
wicked intentions towards this unhappy man, 
Cheit Sing, and his unhappy country, and of his 
designs for the destruction and the utter ruin of 
both. He has himself told you, and he has got 
Mr. Anderson to vouch it, that he had received 
proposals for the sale of this miserable man and 
1 1 bis 
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his country. And from whom did he receive 
these proposals, my Lords? Why, from the 
Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah, to whom he threat* 
ened to transfer both the person of the Rajah 
and his ^emindary if he did not redeem himself 
by some pecuniary sacrifice. Now Azoph ul 
Dowlah, as appears by the Minutes on your 
Lordships' table, was at that time a bankrupt. 
He was in debt to the Company tenfold more 
than he could pay, and all his revenues were se- 
questered for that debt. He was a person of 
the last degree of indolence, with the last degree 
of rapacity. A man, of whom Mr. Hastings de- 
clared, that he had wasted and destroyed by his 
misgovernment the fairest provinces upon earth ; 
that not a person in his dominions was secure 
from his violence, and that even his own father 
could not enjoy his life and honour in safety 
under him. This avaricious bankrupt tyrant, 
who had beggared and destroyed his • own sub- 
jects, and could not pay his debts to the English 
government, was the man with whom Mr. 
Hastings was in treaty to deliver up Cheit Sing 
and his country, under pretence of his not 
having paid regularly to the Company those 
customary payments which the tyrant would 
probably have never paid at all, if he had been 
put in possession of the country. This I mention 
to illustrate Mr. Hastings's plans of economy and 
Vol. XV. K finance. 
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finance, without considering the injustice and 
cruelty of delivering up a man to the hereditary 
enemy of his family. 

It is known, my Lords, that Mr. Hastings, be- 
sides having received proposals for delivering up 
the beautiful country of Benares, that garden of 
God, as it is styled in India, to that monster, that 
rapacious tyrant, Azoph ul Dowlah, who with 
his gang of mercenary troops, had desolated his 
own country like a swarm of locusts ; had pur- 
posed, likewise, to seize Cheit Sing's own patri- 
monial forts, which was nothing le$s than to take 
from him the residence of his women and his 
children, the seat of his honour, the place in 
which the remaining treasures and last hopes of 
his family were centered. By the Gentoo ^w, 
every lord or supreme magistrate is bound to 
construct, and to live in such a fort. It is the 
usage of India, and is a matter of state and dig- 
nity, as well as of propriety, reason, and defence. 
It was probably an apprehension of being injured 
in this tender point, as well as a knowledge of 
the proposal made by the Nabob, which induced 
Cheit Sing to offer to buy himself off; although 
it does not appear from any part of the evidence, 
that he assigned any other reason than that of 
Mr. Hastings intending to exact from him si^ 
lacks of rupees over and above his other ex- 
actions. 

Mr. Hastings 
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. Mr. Hastings indeed almoftt acknowledges the 
existence of this plot against the Rajah,, and his 
being the author of it. lie says, without any 
denial of the fact, that the Rajah suspected some 
strong acts to be intended againrt him, and tbe9&« 
fore asked Mr. Markhain, whether he could not 
buy them off, and obtain Mr. Hastiigs's ftwoow 
by tlie payment of 300,000/. Mr. Markham 
gave,, as his opinion,, that 200,000/. was not suf^ 
ficient ; and the next day the Rajah offered 
20,000i. more, in all 320,000/. The negotiation, 
however, broke off; and why? Not, as Mr. 
Markham says. he conjectured, because the R«jah 
had learned that Mr. Hastings had no longer an 
intention of imposing these six lacks, or some- 
thing to that efiect, and therefore retracted his 
oflfer; but because that oflfer had been rejected 
by Mr. Hastings. 

Let us hear what reason the man, who was in 
the true secret, gives for not accepting the 
Rajah's ofkr. ** I rgected,'' says Mr. Hastings^ 
« the ofier of twenty lacks, with which the Rajah 
'^ would have compromised for his guilt when it 
*' was too late.'' My Lords, he best knows what 
the mc^ves^ of his o^m actions were. He says, 
the offer was made ^* when it was too late«^ 
Had h& |Mreviously told the Rajah what sum of 
money he would he required to pay,, in order to 
buy himself off ; or had he required him to naMt 
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any sum which he was willing to pay ? Did he, 
after having refused the offer made by the Rajah, 
say, Come, and make me a better offer, or upon 
such a day I shall declare that your offers are 
inadmissible^ No such thing appears. Your 
Lordships will further remark, that Mr. Hastings 
refused the*' 200,000 ^ at a time when the exi- 
gencies of the Company were so pressing that he 
was obliged to rob, pilfer, and steal upon every 
side ; at a time when he was borrowing 40,000/. 
from Mr. Sullivan in one morning, and raising 
by other under jobs 27,000 /. more. In the dis- 
tress which his own extravagance and prodigality 
had involved him, 200,000 /. would have been a 
weighty benefit, although derived from his vil- 
lainy ; but this relief he positively refused, be- 
cause, says he, the offer came too late. From 
these words, my Lords, we may infer, that there 
was a time when the offer would not have been 
^* too late ;" — a period at which it would have 
been readily accepted. No such thing appears. 
There is not a trace upon your Minutes, not a 
trace in the correspondence of the Company to 
prove, that the Rajah would, at any time, have 
t^een permitted to buy himself off from this com- 
plicated tyranny. 

I have already stated a curious circumstance 
in this proceeding, to which I must again beg 
leave to direct your Lordships' attention. Does 

it 
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it any where appear in that correspondence, or 
in the testimony of Mn Benn, of Mr. Markham, 
orof any human being, that Mn Hastings had 
ever told Cheit Sing with what sum he should be 
satisfied ? There is evidence before you directly 
in proof, that they did not know the amount. Not 
one person knew what his intention was, when 
he refused this 200,000/. For when he met Mn 
Markham at Bauglepore, and for the first time 
mentioned the sum of 500,000/. as the fine he 
meant to exact, Mn Markham was astonished 
and confounded at its magnitude. He tells you 
this himself. It appears, then, that neither Cheit 
Sing nor the Resident at Benares, (who ought to 
have been in the secret, if upon such an occasion 
secresy is allowable) ever knew what the terms 
were. The Rajah was in the dark ; he was left 
to feel, blindfold, how much money could relieve 
him from the iniquitous intentions of Mr. Hast- 
ings ; and at last he is told that his offer comes 
too late, without having ever been told the period 
at which it would have been well timed, or the 
amount it was proposed to take from him. Is 
this, my Lords, the proper way to adjudge a 
fine? 

Your Lordships will now be pleased to advert 
to the manner in which he defends himself and 
these proceedings. He says, '* I rejected this 
** oSei of twenty lacks, with which the Rajah 
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^* would have compromised for his guilt when it 
** was too late.'' If by these words he means 
too late to answer the purpose for which he has 
said the fine was designed, namely, the xelief of 
the Companyi the ground of his defence is abso« 
lutely false ; for it is notorious, that at the time 
referred to, the Company's affairs were in the 
greatest distress. 

I will next call your Lordships' attention to 
the projected sale of Benares to the Nabob of 
Oude. '^ If," says Mr. Hastings, ^* I ever talked 
** of selling the Company's sovereignty over 
*^ Benares to the Nabob of Oude, it was but in 
terrorem ; and no subsequent act of mine war- 
rants the supposition of my having seriously 
^' intended it." And in another place he says^ 
^' If I ever threatened" — Your Lordships will 
remark, that he puts hypothetically a matter, the 
reality of which he has got to be solemnly de* 
clared on an affidavit, and in a narrative to the 
truth of which he has deposed upon oath. '< If 
^* I ever threatened," says he, '* to dispossess 
** the Rajah of his territories, it is no more than 
what my predecessors (without rebuke from 
their superiors, or notice taken of the expres- 
^* sion) had wished and intended to have done 
*^ to his father, even when the Company had no 
•* pretensions to the sovereignty of the country. 
*^ It is no more than such a legal act of sove- 
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reality a!i bis behaviour ju8tifi6d» and as I lAras 
justified in by the intentions of my predeces- 
sors. If I j^retended to seize upon his forts, it 
'< was in full conviction that a dependent on the 
" Company, guaranteed, maintained, and pro>* 
'* tected in his country by the Company's arms^ 
'* had no occasion for forts ; had no right to 
them ; and could hold them for no other thah 
suspected and rebellious purposes. None of 
the Company's other zemindars are permitted 
to maintain them; and even our ally, the 
** Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company'^ 
*' troops in all his garrisons. Policy and pubh'cft 
'* safety absolutely require it. What state could 
** existj that allowed its inferior members to hold 
*' forts and garrisons independent of the supe* 
'* Hor administration ? It is a solecism ill govem- 
" ment to suppose it." 

Here then, my Lords, he first declares that 
this was merely done in terrorem ; that he never 
intended to execute the abominable act. And 
will your Lordships patiently endure, that such 
terrifick threats as these shall be hung, by you^ 
govemour in India, over the unhappy people 
that are subject to him, and protected by British 
faith ? Will you permit that, for the purpose of 
extorting money, a govemour shall hold out thcS 
terrible threat of delivering a tributary prince 
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and his people, bound hand and foot, into the 
power of their perfidious enemies? 

The terrour occasioned by threatening to take 
from him his forts, can only be estimated by con- 
sidering, that agreeably to the religion and pre- 
judices of Hindoos, the forts are the places in 
which their women are lodged ; in which, ac- 
cording to their notions, their honour is deposited, 
and in which is lodged all the wealth that they 
can save against an evil day, to purchase off the 
vengeance of an enemy. These forts, Mr. Hast* 
ings says, he intended to take, because the Rajah 
could hold them for no other than rebellious and 
suspected purposes. Now I will shew your Lord- 
ships that the man, who has the horrible audacity 
to make this declaration, did himself assign to 
the Rajah these very forts. He put him in pos- 
session of them ; and when there was a dispute 
about the Nabob's rights to them on the one side, 
and the Company's on the other, did confirm 
them to this man. The paper shall be produced, 
that you may have before your eyes the gross 
contradictions into which his rapacity and acts of 
arbitrary power have betrayed him. Thank 
God, my Lords, men that are greatly guilty are 
never wise. I repeat it, men that are greatly 
guilty are never wise. In their defence of one 
crime tliey are sure to meet the ghost of some 

former 
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former defence, which, like the spectre in Virgil, 
drives them back. The Prisoner at your bar, 
like the hero of the poet, when he attempts to 
make his escape by one evasion, is stopped by 
the appearance of some former contradictory 
averment If he attempts to escape by one door, 
there his criminal allegations of one kind stop 
him } if he attempts to escape at another, the 
facts and allegations intended for some other 
wicked purpose stare him full in the face. 

Quacunque viam sibi ftaude pethrit 
Saccessum Dea dim ntgftt 

The paper I hold in my hand contains Nund* 
comar's accusation of Mr. Hastings. It consists 
of a variety of charges ; and I will first read to 
you what is said by Nundcomar, of these forts, 
which it is pretended could be held for none but 
suspicious and rebellious purposes. 

** At the time Mr. Hastings was going to 
** Benares, he desired me to give him an ac* 
'' count in writing of any lands which, though 
^* properly belonging to the Subah of fiahar, 
'< might have come under the dominion of 
^^ Bi4want Sing, that they might be recovered 
*< from his son Rajah Cheit Sing. The Pergun- 
** nahs of Kera, Mungrora and Bidjigur were 
exactly in this situation, having been usurped 
by Bulwant Sing from the Subah of Bahar. 

•« I accordingly 



cc 









1S8 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMElTT 

** I accordingly delivered to Mr. Hastings the 
** accounts of them from the entrance of the 
'* Company upon the Dewatany to the year 
'' 1179 of the Fussel Mn, sUted at twenty-four 
lacks. Mr. Hastings said, ' Give a copy of 
this to Roy Radha Churn, that if Cheit Sing 
is backward in acknowledging this claim^ 
** Radha Chum may answer and confute him/ 
Why Mr. Hastings, when he arrived at 
Benares, and had called Rajah Cheit Sing 
'' before him, left these countries still in the 
** Rajah's usurpations, it remains with Mr. 
'* Hastings to explain." 

This is Nundcomar's charge i here follows 
Mr. Hastings's reply; '* I recollect an inform 
mation given me by Nundcomar, conc^niag 
the pretended usurpations made by the RajaK 
of Benares, of the Pergunnahs of Kera, Muu'- 
grora and Bidjigur." Your Lordships will 
recollect, that Bidjigur is one of those very forts 
which he declares could not be held but for sui- 
picioud and rebellious purposes. ^' I do not 
'' recollect his mentioning it again, when J set 
out for Benares, neither did I ever intimate 
the subject, either to Cheit Sing or his mi- 
nisters, because I knew I could not support 
'* the claim : and to have made it and dropped 
^^ it^ would have been, in every sense, dis- 
<< honourable. Not that I passed by it with' 

'* indifference 
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'* indiffereace or inattention. I took pains to 
investigate the foundation -of this titte. Mid 
recommended it to the paiticutar enquiry of 
*^ Mr. Vansittart, who was the chief of Fatna^ 
** at the time in which I received the first inti- 
*^ mation. The folk)wing letter and voucher, 
** which I received from him, contain a complete 
*' statement of this pretended usurpation." 

These vouchers will ansvt er our purpose, 
fuUy to establish that in lus opinion, the claim 
of the English government upon those forts^ 
was at that time totally unfounded^ and so ab- 
surd, that he did not even dare to mention it 
This fort of Bidjigur, the most considerable in 
the country, and of which we shaUr have much 
to say hereaAer, is the place in which Cfaeit Sing 
had deposited bis women and £imily« That 
fortress did Mn HlEistings himself give to this 
very man, deciding in his favour as a judge 
apon an examination, and after an inquiry : and 
yet he ndw declares, that he had no right to it# 
and that he could not hold it but for wict>d 
and rebellious purposes. But, my Lords, wlt>d 
he changed this language, he had resolved tc 
take away these forts,--^to destroy them^ — to 
root the Rajah out of every place of refuge^-* 
out of every secure place in which he could hide 
his head, or screen himself from the rancour^ 
revenge, awice, and malice of his ruthless foe^^ 

He 
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He was resolved to have them, although he had, 
upon the fullest conviction of the Rajah's right, 
given them to this very man, and put him into 
the absolute possession of them. 

Again, my Lords, did he, when Cheit Sing, 
in 1775, was put in possession by the potta of 
the governour general and council which con- 
tains an enumeration of the names of all the 
places which were given up to him, and conse- 
quently of this among the rest, — did he, either 
before he put the question in council upon that 
potta, or afterwards tell the council they were 
going to put forts into the man's hands to which 
he had no right, and which could be held only 
for rebellious and suspected purposes? We 
refer your Lordships to the places in which all 
these transactions are mentioned, and you will 
there find Mr. Hastings took no one exception 
whatever against them ; nor, till he was resolved 
upon the destruction of this unhappy man, did 
he ever so much as mention them. It was not 
till then, that he discovers the possession of 
these forts by the Rajah, to be a solecism in 
government. 

After quoting the noble examples of Sujah 
Dowlah, and the other persons whom I have 
mentioned to you, he proceeds to say, that some 
q£ his predecessors, without any pretensions to 
sovereign authority, endeavoured to get these 

forts 
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forts into their possession ; and ** I was justified/* 
says he, *' by the intention of my predecessors.'* 
Merciful God ! if any thing can surpass what he 
has said before, it is this: My predecessors; 
without any title of sovereignty, without any 
right whatever, wished to get these forts into 
their power. I therefore have a right to do 
what they wished to do ; and I am justified, not 
by the acts, but by the intentions of my prede- 
cessors. At the same time he knows that these 
predecessors had been reprobated by the Com- 
pany for this part of their proceedings; he 
knew that he was sent there to introduce a bet- 
ter system, and to put an end to this state <^ 
rapacity. Still, whatever his predecessors wished^ 
however unjust and violent it might be, when 
the sovereignty came into his hands, he main- 
tains that he had a right to do all which they 
were desirous of accomplishing. Thus the enor- 
mities formerly practised, which the Company 
sent him to correct, became a sacred standard 
for his imitation. 

Your Lordships will observe, that he slips in 
the word sovereignty and forgets compact ; be- 
cause it is plain, and your Lordships must per- 
ceive it, that wherever he uses the word so- 
vereignty, he uses it to destroy the authority of 
all compacts; and accordingly in the passage 
Bov before us he declares, that there is an in* 

validity 
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validity ia all compacts eotered into in India, 
from the nature, state, and constitution of that 
empire. ** From the disorderly form of its go- 
*^ vernment," says he, *^ there is an invalidity 
^^ in all compacts and treaties whatever." Per* 
sons who had no treaty with the Rajah wished, 
says he, to rob him : therefore I, who have a 
treaty with him and call myself his sovereign, 
have a right to realize all their wishes. 

But the fact is, my Lords, that his predeces- 
sors never did propose to deprive Bui want Sing, 
the father of Cheit Sing, of his zemindary. 
They indeed wished to have had the Dewanny 
transferred to them in the manner it haa. since 
been transferred to the Company. They wi^ed 
to receive his rents, and to be made an inter- 
mediate party between him and the Mogul 
Emperour, his sovereign. These predeoeaaois 
had entered into no compact with the man: 
they were negotiating with his sovereign for the 
transfer of the dewajmy or stewardship of the 
country, which transfer was ailerwards actually 
executed, but they were obliged to give the 
country itself back again to Bulwant Sing, with 
a guarantee against all the pretensions of Sujah 
Dowlah, who had tyrannically assumed an arbi^ 
trary power over it. This power, the predeces^ 
sors of Mr. Hastings .might alao have wished to 
assume: and he nmy therefore say, according 

to 
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tQ the mpde of reasoning which he has adopted^ 
whatever they wished to do» but never succeeded 
i^ doing, I may and ought to do of my own wiH. 
Mfibatever fine Sujah Dowlah would have ex* 
apted I will e^uu;!;. I will penetrate into that 
tyger^ bospm, and discover the latent seeds of 
rapacity aod injustice which lurk there^ and i 
will make him the subject of my imitation. 

These are the principles upon which, without 
accuser, without judge, without inquiry, he re- 
solved tq lay a fine of 500,000/. on Cheit Sing! 

In order to bind himself to a strict fulfilment 
of this resolution he has laid down another very 
extraordinary doctrine. He has laid it down a3 
a sort of canoQ (in injustice and corruption) that 
wbajtever demand, whether just or unjust, a mw 
declares his intention of making upon another, he 
should exact the precipe sum which he has de- 
termined, upon, and th^t if he takes any thing 
less, it is a proof of cprruptioQ. ** I have,'' saya 
he^ '^ sbewn by thi3 te3timony, that I never 
<< iqtende4 to makp any communication to Chert 
'' Sing^ of taking less than the fifty lacks, which 
** in ray own mind I bad. resolved to exact.''- 
And he adds, ^^ I shall ipake my last and solemn 
^* appeal, to the breast of every man who . shall 
** read thisi whether it. is likely or morally pas* 
'< sible^ that I should have tied down my own 

*/ futurei coqdMCt to so decideil a process and 

** series 
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^* series of acts, if I had secretly intended to 
^* threaten, or to use a degree of violence, for 
'* no other purpose than to draw from the object 
** of it a mercenary atonement for my own 
^' private emolument, and suffer all this tumult 
" to terminate in an ostensible and unsubstan- 
** tial submission to the authority which I re- 
•* presented." 

He had just before said, '* If I ever talked 
** of selling the Company's sovereignty to the 
•* Nabob of Oude, it was only in terrorem.*^ In 
the face of this assertion, he here gives you to 
understand, he never held out any thing m 
lerrorenu but what he intended to execute. 
But we will shew you, that in fact he had re- 
served to himself a power of acting pro re natd : 
and that he intended to compound or not, just 
as answered his purposes upon this occasion. 
" I admit,'' he says, •* that I did not enter it,** 
(the intention of fining Cheit Sing) '* on the 
** consultations, because it was not necessary ; 
<' even this plan itself of the fine was not a fixed 
'< plan, but to be regulated by circumstances, 
<* both as to the substantial execution of it and 
** the mode." Now here is a man who has given 
it in a sworn narrative, that he did not intend to 
have a farthing less. Why ? ** Because I should 
*^ have menaced and done as in former times 
^* has been done ; made great and violent de- 

** mands 
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" mands which I reduce afterwards for my own 
•* corrupt purposes." Yet he tells you in the 
course of the same defence, but in another paper, 
that he had no fixed plan, that he did not know 
whether he should exact a fine at all, or what 
should be his mode of executing it. 

My Lords, what shall we say to this man, who 
declares, that it would be a proof of corruption, 
not te exact the full sum, which he had threat- 
ened to exact, but who finding that this doctrine 
would press hard upon him, and be considered as 
a proof of cruelty and injustice, turns round and 
declares he had no intention of exacting any 
thing? What shall we say 19 a man, who thus 
reserves his determination, who threatens to sell 
a tributary prince to a tyrant, and cannot decide 
whether he should take from him his fortR, and 
pillage him of all he had; whether he should 
raise 500,000/. upon him, whether he should ac- 
cept the 220,000 /. ofiered (which by the way we 
never knew of till long after the whole transac- 
tion), whether he should do any or all of those 
things, and then by his own account going up to 
Benares, without having resolved any thing upon 
this important subject ? 

My Lords, I will now assume the hypothesis 
that he at last discovered sufiicient proof of re- 
bellious practices ; still even this gave him no 
right to adduce such rebellion in justification of 
Vol. XV. L resolutions 
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resolutions which he had taken, of acts which he 
had done, before he knew any thing of its exist- 
ence. To such a plea we answer, and your 
Lordships will every one of you answer, you shall 
not by a subsequent discovery of rebellious prac- 
tices, which you did not know at the time and 
which you did not even believe, as you have ex- 
pressly told us here, justify your conduct prior to 
that discovery. 

^ If the conspiracy which he falsely imputes to 
Cheit Sing ; if that wild scheme of driving the 
English out of India had existed, think in what 
miserable circumstances we stand as prosecutors 
and your Lordships as judges, if we admit a dis- 
covery to be pleaded in justification of antece- 
dent acts founded upon the assumed existence of 
that which he had no sort of proof, knowledge or 
belief of! 

My Lords, we shall now proceed to another 
circumstance, not less culpable in itself though 
less shocking to your feelings than those to which 
I have already called your attention ; a circum- 
stance which throws a strong presumption of 
guilt upon every part of the Prisoner's conduct* 
Having formed all these infernal plots in hin 
mind, but uncertain which of them he should 
execute, uncertain what sums of money he 
should extort, whether he should deliver up the 
'Rajah to his enemy, or pillage his forts ; he gocji 

up 
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up to Benares ; .but he first delegates to himself 
all the powers of government, both civil and 
military, in the countries, which he was going 
to visit. 

My Lords, we have asserted in our charge, 
that this delegation and division of power was 
illegal. He invested himself mth this authority ; 
for fie was the majority in the council. Mr. 
Wheler's consent or dissent signifying nothing. 
He gave himself powers which the Act of Par- 
liament did not give him. He went up to 
Benares with an illegal commission civil and 
military ; and to prove this I shall beg leave to 
read the provisions of the Act of Parliament 
I shall shew what the creature ought to be, by 
shewing the law of the Creator : what the Legis- 
lature of Great Britain meant that Governour 
Hastings should be, not what he made himself. 

[Mr. Burke then read the seventh section of 
the Act.] 

Now we do deny that there is by this Act 
given, or that under this Act there can be given 
to the Government of India, a power of dividing 
its unity into two parts, each of which shall 
separately be a unity, and possess the power 
given to the whole. Yet, my Lords, an agree- 
ment was made between him and Mr. Wheler, 
that he (Mr. Hastings) should have every power 
civil and military, in the upper provinces, and 

L 2 that 
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that Mr. Wheler should enjoy equal authority in 
the lower ones. 

Now, to shew you that it is impossible for 
such an agreement to be legal, we must refer 
you to the constitution of the Company's go- 
vernment. The whole power is vested in the 
Council, where all questions are to be decided 
by a majority of voices, and the members are 
directed to record in the minutes of their pro- 
ceedings, not only the questions decided, but 
the grounds upon which each individual member 
founds his vote. Now although the Council is 
competent to delegate its authority for any 
specffick purpose to any servant of the Company, 
yet to admit that it can delegate its authority 
generally^ without reserving the means of deli- 
beration and controul, would be to change the 
whole constitution. By such a proceeding the 
government may be divided into a number of 
independent governments, without a common 
deliberative council and controul. This delibe- 
rative capacity, which is so strictly guarded by 
the obligation of recording its consultations, 
would be totally annihilated, if the Council di- 
vided itself into independent parts, each acting 
according to its own discretion. There is no 
similar instance in law, there is no similar in- 
stance in policy. The conduct of these men 
implies a direct contradiction, and you will see, 

by 
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by the agreement they made to support each 
other, that they were themselves conscious of 
the illegality of this proceeding. 
• After Mr. Hastings had conferred absolute 
power upon himself during his stay in the upper 
provinces, by an order of Council (of which 
Council he was himself a majority) he entered 
the following Minute in the consultations : ** The 
** Governonr General delivers in the following 
** Minute. In my Minute which I laid before 
the Court on the 21st May, I expressed the 
satisfaction with which I could at this junc- 
ture leave the Presidency, from the mutual 
*^ confidence which was happily established be- 
" tween Mr. Wheler and me. I now readily 
** repeat that sentiment, and observe with plea* 
" sure that Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my 
** departure, it is probable that we shall in con- 
^* cert have provided at the Board for almost 
*' every important circumstance that can even- 
*' tually happen during my absence ; but if any 
** should occur for which no previous provision 
'< shall have been made in the resolutions of the 
** Board, Mr. Wheler may act with immediate 
** decision and with the fullest confidence of my 
** support, in all such emergencies, ais well as 
** in conducting the ordinary business of the 
** Presidency, and in general in all matters of 
** this Government, excepting those which may 
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** specially or generally be entrusted to me. 
" Mr. Wheler during my absence may consider 
" himself as possessed of the full powers of the 
" Governour General and Council of this Go- 
" vernment, as in effect he is by the constitu* 
" tion ; and he may be assured that so far as 
my sanction and concurrence shall be, or be 
deemed, necessary to the confirmation" of his 
" measures, he shall receive them.** 

Now here is a compact of iniquity between 
these two Duumvirs. They each give to the 
other the full, complete, and perfect powers of 
the Government, and in order to secure them- 
selves against any obstacles tliat might arise, 
they mutually engage to ratify each other's acts; 
and they say, this is not illegal, because Lord 
Cornwallis has had such a deputation. I must 
first beg leave to observe, that no man can 
justify himself in doing any illegal act by its 
having been done by another, much less can he 
justify his own illegal act by pleading an act of 
the same kind done subsequently to bis act; 
because the latter may have been done in con- 
sequence of his bad example. Men justify their 
acts in two ways, by law and by precedent; 
the former asserts the right, the latter presumes 
it from the example of others. But can any 
man justify an act» because ten or a dozen years 
after, another man has done the same thing ? 

2 Good 
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Good heavens! was there ever such &. doctrine 
before heard ? Suppose Lord Cornwallis to have 
done wrong; suppose him to have acted ille- 
gally : does that clear the Prisoner at your bar .p 
No, on the contrary, it aggravates his offence, 
because he has afforded others an example of 
corrupt and illegal conduct. But if even Lord 
Cornwallis had preceded, instead of following 
him, the example would not have furnished 
a justification. There is no resemblance in the 
cases. Lord Cornwallis does not hold his Go- 
vernment by the Act of 1775# but by a special 
Act made afterwards ; and therefore to attempt 
to justify acts done under one form of appoint- 
ment, by acts done under another form, is to 
the last degree wild and absurd. 

Lord Cornwallis was'going to conduct a war of 
great miagnitude, and was consequently trusted 
with extraordinary powers. He went in the 
two characters of govemour and commander in 
chief, and yet the legislature was sensible of the 
doubtful validity of a governour general's carry- 
ing with him the whole powers of the council. 
But Mr. Hastings was not commander in chief, 
when he assumed the whole military as well as 
<5ivil power. Lord Cornwallis, as I have just 
said, was not only commander in chief, but was 
going to a great war, where he might have 
occasion to treat ¥n[th the country powers in 

L 4f a civil 
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a civil capacity ; and yet so doubtful was the 
legislature upon this point, that they passed a 
special Act to confirm that delegation, and to 
give him a power of acting under it. 

My Lords, we do further contend, that Mr. 
Hastings had no right to assume the character 
of commander in chief; for he was no military 
man, nor was he appointed by the Company to 
that trust. His assumption of the military 
authority was a gross usurpation. . It was. an au- 
thority to which he would have had no right if 
the whole powers of government were vested in 
him, and he had carried his council with him 
on his horse. If, I say, Mr. Hastings had his 
council on his crupper, he could neither have 
given those powers to himself, nor made a parti- 
tion of them with Mr. Wheler. Could Lord 
Comwallis for instance, who carried with htm 
the power of commander in chief, and authority 
to conclude treaties with all the native powers ; 
could he, I ask, have lefl a council behind 
him in Calcutta with equal powers, who might 
have concluded treaties in direct contradiction 
to those in which he was engaged? Clearly he 
could not : therefore I contend that this partition 
of power which supposes an integral authority in 
each counsellor, is a monster that cannot exist. 
This the parties themselves felt so strongly, that 
they were obliged to have recourse to a stratagem 

scarcely 
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scarcely less absurd than their divided assump- 
tion of power. They entered into a compact to 
confirm each other's acts^ and to support each 
other in whatever they did ; thus attempting to 
give their separate acts a legal form. 

I have further to remark to your Lordships, 
what has just been suggested to me, that it was 
for the express purpose of legalizing Lord Corn- 
wallis's delegation, that he was made commander 
in chief as well as governour general by the Act. 

The next plea urged by Mr. Hastings, is con- 
veniency. •* It was convenient^**, he says, " for 
** me to do this.'' I answer, no person acting 
with delegated power can delegate that power 
to another. Delegatus not potest dekgare is a 
maxim of law ; much less has he a right to 
supersede the law and the principle of his own 
delegation and appointment, upon any idea of 
convenience. But what was the conveniency ? 
There was no one professed object connected 
with Mr. Hastings's going up to Benares, which 
might not as well have been attained in Calcutta. 
The only difference would have been, that in 
the latter case, he must have entered some 
part of his proceedings upon the consultations, 
whether he wished it or not. If he had a mind 
to negotiate with the Vizier, he had a resident 
at his court and the Vizier had a resident in 
Calcutta. The most solemn treaties had often 

been 
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been made without any governour general carrj- 
ing up a delegation of civil and military power. 
If it had been his object to break treaties, be 
might have broken them at Calcutta, as he broke 
the treaty of Chunar. Is there an article in that 
treaty, that he might not as well have made at 
Calcutta ? Is there an article that he broke (for 
he broke them all) that he could not have broken 
at Calcutta ? So that whether pledging or break- 
ing the faith of the Company, he might have 
done both or either, without ever stirring from 
the presidency. 

I can conceive a necessity so urgent, as to 
supersede all laws ; but I have no conception of 
a necessity that can require two governours 
general, each forming separately a Supreme 
Council. Nay, to bring the point home to him, 
— if he had a mind to make Cheit Sing to pay 
a fine, as he called it, he could have made him 
do that at Calcutta, as well as at Benares. He 
had before contrived to make him pay all the 
<extra demands that were imposed upon him ; 
and he well knew that he could send Colonel 
Camac, or somebody else, to Benares, with a 
body of troops to enforce the payment. Why 
then did he go to try experiments there in 
bis own person ? For this plain reason j — that 
he might be enabled to put such sums in his 
own pocket as he thought fit. It wa9 not and 

could 
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could not be for any other purpose : and I defy 
the wit of man to find out any other. 

He says, my Lords, that Cheit Sing might 
have resisted, and that if he had not been there, 
the Rajah might have fled with his money ; or 
raised a rebellion for the purpose of avoiding 
payment. Why then, we ask, did he not send 
an army ? We ask, whether Mr. Markham, with 
an army under the command of Colonel Popham, 
or Mr. Fowke, or any other Resident, was not 
much more likely to exact a great sum of money 
than Mr. Hastings without an army ? My Lords, 
the answer must be in the affirmative ; it ia there- 
fore evident, that no necessity could exist for 
his presence, and that his presence and conduct 
occasioned his being defeated in this matter. 

We find this man armed with an illegal com- 
mission, undertaking an enterprise which he has 
since said was perilous ; which proved to be 
perilous, and in which, as he has told us himself, 
the existence of the British empire in India was 
involved. The tah'sman (your Lordships will 
remember his use of the word) that charm which 
kept all India in order ; which kept mighty and 
warlike nations under the government of a few 
Englishmen, would, I verily believe have been 
broken for ever, if he, or any other governour 
general, good or bad, had been killed. Infinite 
mischiefs would have followed such an event. 

The 
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The situation in which he placed himself, by his 
own misconduct, was pregnant with danger; 
and he put himself in the way of that danger, 
without having any armed force worth men- 
tioning; although he has acknowledged that 
Cheit Sing had then an immense force. In fact 
the demand of two thousand cavalry proves that 
he considered the Rajah's army to be formidable^ 
yet notwithstanding this, with four companies 
of Seapoys, poorly armed and ill provisioned, he 
went to invade that fine country, and to force 
from its sovereign a sum of money, the payment 
of which he had reason to think would be 
resisted. He thus rashly hazarded his own being, 
and the being of all his people. 

But, says he, ** I did not imagine the Rajah 
** intended to go into rebellion, and therefore 
'* went unarmed." Why then was his presence 
necessary ? why did he not send an order from 
Calcutta for the payment of the money ? But 
what did he do when he got there? ** I was 
" alarmed," says he, " for the Rajah surrounded 
my budgerow with two thousand men — ^that 
indicated a hostile disposition." Well, if he 
did so, what precaution did Mr. Hastings take 
for his own safety ? Why none, my Lords, none, 
he must therefore have been either a madman, 
a fool, or a determined declarer of falsehood. 
Either he thought there was no danger, and 

therefore 
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therefore no occasion for providing against it, 
or be was the worst of governours ; the most 
culpably improvident of his personal safety, of 
the lives of his officers and men, and of his 
country's honour. 

The demand of 500,000/. was a thing likely 
to irritate the Rajah and to create resistance. 
In fact he confesses this. Mr. Markham and 
he had a discourse upon that subject; and 
agreed to arrest the Rajah, because they thought 
the enforcing this demand might drive him to 
his forts, and excite a rebellion in the country. 
He therefore knew there was danger to be appre- 
hended from this act of violence ; and yet know- 
ing this, he sent one unarmed Resident to give 
the orders, and four unarmed companies of 
Sepoys to support him. He provokes the people ; 
he goads them with every kind of insult, added 
to every kind of injury, and then rushes into the 
very jaws of danger, provoking a formidable foe 
by the display of a puny, insignificant force. 

In expectation of danger, he seized the person 

of the Rajah, and he pretends that the Rajah 

suffered no disgrace from his arrest. But, my 

Lords, we have proved, what was stated by the 

Rajah, and was well known to Mr. Hastings, 

that to imprison a person of elevated station, in 

that country, is to subject him to the highest 

dishonour and disgrace ; and would make the 

person 
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person so imprisoned, utterly unfit to execute 
the functions of government ever after. 

I have now to state to your Lordships a 
transaction, which is worse than his wantonly 
playing with the safety of the Company, worse 
than his exacting sums of money by fraud and 
violence. My Lords, the history of this trans- 
action must be prefaced, by describing to your 
Lordships the duty and privileges attached to 
the office of Naib. A naib is an officer welt 
known in India, as the administrator of the 
afiairs of any government, whenever the autho- 
rity of the regular holder is suspended. But 
although the naib acts only as a deputy ; yet 
when the power of the principal is totally super- 
seded, as by imprisonment or otherwise, and 
that of the naib is substituted, he becomes the 
actual sovereign, and the principal is reduced to 
a mere pensioner. I am now to show your 
Lordships whom Mr. Hastings appointed as naib 
to the government of the country, after Tie had 
imprisoned the Rajah. 

Cheit Sing had given him to understand 
through Mr. Markham, that he was aware of 
the design of suspending him, and of placing 
his government in the hands of a naib whom he 
greatly dreaded. This person was called Oossaun 
Sing ; he was a remote relation of the family, 
and an object of their peculiar suspicion and 

terrour. 
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terrour. The moment Cheit Sing was ftr rested,: 
he found that his prophetick soui spoke truly, * 
for Mr. Hastings actually appointed this very 
man to be his master. And who was this man? 
We are told by Mr. Markham, in his evidence- 
here, that he was a man who had dishonoured 
his family ; he was the disgrace of his house ; 
that he was a person who could not be trusted y 
and Mr. Hastings, in giving Mr. Markham full 
power afterwards to appoint naibs, expressly 
excepted this Oossaun Sing from all trust what-* 
ever, as a person totally unworthy of it. Yet 
this Oossaun Sing, the disgrace and calamity 
of his family, an incestuous adulturer, and a 
supposed issue of a guilty connexion, was de-* 
clared naib. Yes, my Lords, this degraded, th]» 
wicked and flagitious character, the Rajah^s 
avowed enemy, was, in order to heighten the 
Rajah's disgrace, to embitter his ruin, to make 
destruction itself dishonourable as well as de*^ 
structive, appointed this naib. Thus, when Mu 
Hastings had imprisoned the Rajah in the face* 
of his subjects, and in the face of all India; 
without fixing any term for the duration of his 
imprisonment, he delivered up the country to 
a man whom he knew to be utterly undeserving! 
A man whom he kept in view for the purpose 
of frightening the Rajah, and whom he was 
obliged to depose on account of his misconduct^ 

almost 
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almost as soon as he had named him ; and to 
exclude specially from all kind of triist. We 
have heard of much tyranny, avarice, and insult 
in the world, but such an instance of tyranny, 
avarice, and insult combined has never before 
been exhibited. 

We are now come to the last scene of this 
flagitious transaction. Wheji Mr. Hastings im- 
prisoned the Rajah, he did not renew his demand 
for the 500,000/. but he exhibited a regular 
charge of various pretended delinquencies against 
him, digested into heads, and he called on him, 
in a dilatory, irregular way of proceeding, for an 
answer. The man, under every difficulty and 
every distress, gave an answer to every parti- 
cular of the charge, as exact and punctilious as 
could have been made to articles of impeachment 
in this House. 

I must here request your Lordships to con- 
sider the order of these proceedings. Mr. 
Hastings, having determined upon the utter ruin 
and destruction of this unfortunate prince, en- 
deavoured by the arrest of his person, by a 
contemptuous disregard to his submissive appli- 
cations, by the appointment of a deputy, who 
was personally odious to him, and by the terrour 
of still greater insults, he endeavoured, I say, 
to goad him on to the commission of some acts 
of resistance, sufficient to give a colour of justice 

to 
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to that last dreadful extremity, to which he 
had resolved to carry his malignant rapacity. 
Failing in this wicked project, and studiously 
avoiding the declaration of any terms upon 
which the Rajah might redeem himself from 
these violent proceedings, he next declared his 
intention of seizing his forts, the depository of 
his victim's honour, and of the means of his 
subsistence. He required him to deliver up his 
accounts and accountants, together with all per- 
sons who were acquainted with the particulars 
of his effects and treasures, for the purpose of 
transferring those effects to such persons as he 
(Mr. Hastings) chose to nominate. 

It was at this crisis of aggravated insult and 
brutality, that the indignation, which these pro- 
ceedings had occasioned in the breasts of the 
Rajah's subjects, burst out into an open flame. 
The Rajiah had retired to the last refuge of the 
afflicted, to offer up prayers to his God and our 
God, when a vile chubdar or tipstaff^ came to 
interrupt and insult him. His alarmed and 
loyal subjects felt for a beloved sovereign that 
deep interest which we should all feel if our 
sovereign were so treated. What man with a 
spark of loyalty in his breast, — what man re- 
gardful of the honour of his country, when he 
saw his sovereign imprisoned, and so notorious 
a wretch appointed his deputy, could be a 

Vol. XV. M patient 
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patient witness of such wrongs ? The subjects 
of this unfortunate prince did what we should 
have done ; what all who love their country, who 
love their liberty, who love their laws, who love 
their property, who love their sovereign, would 
have done on such an occasion. They looked 
upon him as their sovereign, although degraded. 
They were unacquainted with any authority 
superiour to his, and the phantom of tyranny, 
which performed these oppressive acts, was un- 
accompanied by that force, which justifies sub- 
mission, by affording the plea of necessity. An 
unseen tyrant, and four miserable companies of 
Sepoys, executed all the horrible things that we 
have mentioned. The spirit of the Rajah's 
subjects was roused by their wrongs, and encou- 
raged by the contemptible weakness of their 
oppressors. The whole country rose up in 
rebellion, and surely in justifiable rebellion. 
Every writer on the law of nations j — every man 
that has written, thought, or felt upon the affiurs 
of government, must write, know, think and 
feel, that a people so cruelly scourged and op- 
pressed, both in the person of their chief and in 
their own persons, were justified in their resist* 
ance. They were roused to vengeance, and a 
short but most bloody war followed. 

We charge the Prisoner at your bar with all 

the consequences of this war. We charge him 

7 //: vith 
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with the murder of our Sepoys, whom he sent 
unarmed to such a dangerous enterprise. We 
charge him with the blood of every man, that 
was shed in that place ; and we call him, as we 
have called him, a tyrant, an oppressor, and a 
murderer. We call him murderer in the largest 
and fullest sense of the word ; because he was 
the cause of the murder of our English officers 
and Sepoys, whom he kept unarmed, and un<^ 
acquainted with the danger to which they would 
be exposed b^ the violence of his transactions. 
He sacrificed to his own nefarious views every 
one of those lives, as well as the lives of the 
innocent natives of Benares, whom he designedly 
drove to resistance by the weakness of the force 
opposed to them,. after inciting them, by tyranny 
md insult, to that display of affection towards 
their sovereign, which is the duty of all good 
subjects. 

My Lords, these are the iniquities which we 
have charged upon the Prisoner at your bar ; 
and I will next call your Lordships' attention to 
the manner in which these iniquities have been 
pretended to be justified. You will perceive a 
greiat difierence in the manner in which this 
Prisoner ii tried, and of which he so much com- 
pliun3»and the. manner in which he dealt with 
the unfortunate object of his oppression. The 
latter thiis openly appeals to hn accuser, ^' You 

M 2 '• are,'* 
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•* are/* says he, ** upon the spot. It is happy 
" for me that you are so. You can now inquire 
" into my conduct'* Did Mr. Hastings so in- 
quire? No my Lords, we have not a word of 
any inquiry; he even found fresh matter of 
charge in the answer of the Rajah ; although if 
there is any fault in this answer, it is its ex- 
tremely humble and submissive tone. If there 
was jany thing faulty in his manner, it was his 
extreme humility and submission. It is plain he 
would have almost submitted to any thing. He 
ofiered in fact, 220,000/. to redeem himself from 
greater suffering. Surely no man going into 
rebellion would offer 220,000/, of the treasure 
which would be so essential to his success } nor 
would any government, that was really appre- 
hensive of rebellion, call upon the suspected 
person to arm and discipline two thousand horse. 
My Lords, it is evident no such apprehensions 
were entertained; nor was any such charge made 
until punishment had commenced. A vague 
accusation was then brought forward, which was 
answered by a clear and a natural defence, deny- 
ing some parts of the charge, evading and 
apologizing for others, and desiring the whole to 
be inquired into.* To this request the answer 
of the governour general was. That won*t do, 
you shall have no inquiries. And why? Because 
I have arbitrary power, you have no rights, and 

I can 
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I can and will punish you without inquiry. I 
admit, that if his will is the law, he may take 
the charge* before punishment, or the punish- 
ment before the charge, or he may punish with- 
out making any charge. If his will is the law, 
all I have been saying amounts to nothing. £ut 
I have endeavoured to let your Lordships see, 
that in no country upon the earth is the will of 
a despot, law. It may produce wicked, flagitious, 
tyrannical acts, but in no country is it law. 

The duty of a sovereign in cases of rebellion, 
as laid down in the Hedaia, agrees with the 
general practice in India. It was usual^ except 
in cases of notorious injustice and oppression, 
whenever a rebellion or a suspicion of a rebellion 
existed, to admonish the rebellious party and 
persuade him to return to his duty. Causes of 
complaint were removed and misunderstandings 
explained, and, to save the effusion of blood, 
severe measures wefe not adopted until they 
were rendered indispensable. This wise and 
provident law is or ought to be the law in all 
countries ; it was in fact, the law in that country, 
but Mr. Hastings did not attend to it. His 
unfortunate victim was goaded to revolt and 
driven from his subjects, although he endea- 
voured by message afler message to reconcile 
this cruel tyrant to him. He is told in reply. 
You have shed the blood of Englishmen, and 

M 3 I will 
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I will never be reconciled to you. Your Lord- 
ships will observe, that the reason he gives for 
such an infernal determination (for it cannot be 
justly qualified by any other word) is of a nature 
to make tyranny the very foundation of our 
government. I do not say here upon what occa^ 
sion people may or may not resist : but surely, 
if ever there was an occasion on which people 
from love to their sovereign and regard to their 
country, might take up arms, it was this. They 
saw a tyrant violent in his demands, and weak in 
his power. They saw their prince imprisoned 
and insulted, after he bad made every offer of 
submission, and had laid his turban three times 
in the lap of his oppressor. Tliey saw him, in- 
stead of availing himself of the means he pos- 
sessed of cutting off his adversary, (for the life of 
Mr. Hastings was entirely in his power,) betaking 
himself to flight. They theii thronged round 
him, took up arms in his defence, and shed the 
blood of some of his insulters. Is this resistance 
so excited, so provoked, a plea for irreconcile- 
able vengeance ? 

I must beg pardon for having omitted to lay 
before your Lordships, in its proper place, a most 
extraordinary paper, which will shew you in 
what manner judicial inquiries are conducted, 
upon what grounds charges are made, by what 
sort of evidence they are supported, and, in short, 

to 
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to what perils the lives and fortunes of men are 
subjected in that country. This paper is in the 
printed minutes^ page I6O8. It was given in 
agreeably to the retrograde order which they 
have established in their judicial proceedings. 
It was produced to prove the trutli of a charge 
of rebelHon, which was made some months 
before the paper in evidence was known to the 
accuser. 

*• To the Honourable Warren Hastings. Sir, 
^ — About the month of November last^ I com- 
^ municated to Mr. Markbam, the substance ^ 
a conversation said to have passed between 
Rajah Cheit Sing and Saadut Ally, and which 
was reported to me by a person in whom I had 
'* some confidence. The mode of communis 
*' eating this intelligence to you, I left entirely 
*' to Mr. Markham. In this conversation, which 
'^ was private, the Uajah and Saadut Ally were 
** said to have talked of Hyder Ally's victory 
^ over Colonel BaiHie's detachment; to have 
*' 2tgTeed that they ought to seize this oppor- 
** tunity of consulting their own interest, and to 
'' have determined to watch the success of 
*^ Hyder's arms. Some days after this conver- 
*^ sation was said to have happened, I was in- 
** formed by the same person, that the Rajah 
*' had received a message from one of the 
•* Begums at Fyzabad (I think it was from Sujah 
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" ul Dowlah's widow,) advising him to comply 
" with the demands of government, and en- 
couraging him to expect support in case of 
his resisting* This also, I believe, I commu- 
" nicated to Mr. Markham, biit not being per- 
" fectly certain, I now think it my duty to re- 
move the possibility of your remaining unac- 
quainted with a circumstance, which may not 
be unconnected with the present conduct of 
the Rajah/* 
Here then is evidence of evidence given to 
Mr. Markham by Mr. Balfour, from Lucknow, 
in. the month of November I78I, long after the 
transaction at Benares. But what was this evi- 
dence: I communicate, he says, the subject 
of ** a conversation said to have passed." Ob- 
serve, said, not a conversation that had passed 
to his knowledge or recollection ; but what his 
informant said had passed. He adds, this con- 
versation was reported to him by a person whom 
he won't name, but in whom, he says, be had 
some confidence. This anonymous person,, in 
whom he had put some confidence, was not him- 
self present at the conversation. He only reports 
to him, that it was said by somebody else, that 
such a conversation had taken place. This con- 
versation, which somebody told Colonel Balfour 
he had heard, was said by somebody to have 
taken place, if true, related to matters of great 

importance; 
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importance ; stiU the mode of its communication 
was lefl to Mr. Markham, and. that gentleman 
did not bring it forward till some months afler. 
Colonel Balfour proceeds to say. '* Some days 
'* after this conversation was said to have hap- 
** pened," (your Lordships will observe, it is 
always, * was said to have happened,') " I was 
*' informed by the same person, that the Rajah 
'* had received a message from one of the 
** Begums at Eyzabad, (I think it was from 
** Sujah ul Dowlah's widow) advising him not 
" to comply with the demands of government, 
^* and encouraging him to expect support in case 
** of his resisting." He next adds, " this also 
" I believe,*' (observe, he says he is not quite 
sure of it) '* I communicated to Mr. Markman, 
" but not being perfectly certain,'* (of a matter 
the immediate knowledge of which, if true, 
was of the highest importance to his country) 
•* I now think it my duty to remove the possi** 
<< bility of your remaining unacquainted with a 
** circumstance, which may not be unconnected 
" with the present conduct of the Rajah/* 

Here is a man that comes with information 
long after the fact deposed to, and afler having 
lefl to another the communication pf his inteU 
ligence to the proper authority, that other neg- 
lects the matter. No letter of Mr. Markham's 
appears, communicating any such conversation 

to 
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to Mr. Hastings ; and indeed why he did not do 
so, must appear very obvious to your Lordships, 
for a more contemptible, ridiculous, and absurd 
story never was invented. Does Mr* Balfour 
come forward, and tell him who his informant 
was? No. Does he say, he was an informant 
whom I dare not name, upon account of his 
great consequence, and the great confidence 
I had in him ? No. He only MySf slightly, 
^* I have some confidence in him/' It is upon 
this evidence of a reporter of what another is 
said to have saidt that Mr. Hastings and his 
council rely for proof, and have thought proper 
to charge the Rajah with having conceived re- 
bellious designs, soon after the time when Mr. 
Hastings had declared his belief that no such 
designs had been formed. 

Mr. Hastings has done vnth his charge of re* 

bellion what he did with his declaration of 

arbitrary power ; after he had vomited it up in 

one place, he returns to it in another. He here 

declares (after he had recorded his belief that no 

rebellion was ever intended,) that Mr. Markham 

was in possession of information which he might 

have believed, if it had been communicated to 

him. Goq4 heavens ! when you review all these 

circumstances, and consider the principles upon 

which this man was tried and punished, what 

must you think of the miserable situation of 

persons 
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persons of the highest rank in that country, 
under the government of men who are disposed 
to disgrace and ruin them in this iniquitous 
manner ! 

Mr. Balfour is in Europe, I believe. How 
comes it that he is not produced here to tell 
your Lordships who was his informer, and what 
he knows of the transaction. They have not 
produced him, but have thought fit to rely upon 
this miserable be^arly semblance of evidence, 
the very production of which was a crime, when 
brought forward for the purpose of giving colour 
to acts of injustice and oppression. If you ask, 
who is this Mr. Balfour ? He is a person who 
was a military collector of revenue in the pro- 
vince of Rohil Cund ; a country now ruined and 
desolated, but once the garden of the world. It 
was from the depth of that horrible, devastating 
system that he gave this ridiculous, contemptible 
evidence, which if it can be equalled, I shall 
admit that there is not one word we have said, 
that you ought to attend to. 

Your Lordships are now enabled to sum up 
the amount, and estimate the result of all this 
iniquity. The Rajah himself is punished, he is 
ruined and undone, but the 500,000/. is not 
gained. He has fled his country, but he carried 
his treasures with him. His forts are taken pos- 
session 
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session of, but there was nothing found in them* 
It is the report of the country, and is so stated 
by Mr. Hastings, that he carried away with him, 
in gold and silver, to the value of about 400,000/.: 
and thus that sum was totally lost, even as an 
object of plunder, to the Company, The author 
of the mischief lost his favourite object by his 
cruelty and violence. If Mr. Hastings had lis- 
tened to Cheit Sing at first ; if he had answered 
his letters, and dealt civilly with him ; if h^ had 
endeavoured afterwards to compromise matters; 
if he had told him what his demands were ; if, 
even after the rebellion had broken out, he had 
demanded and exacted a fine; the Company 
would have gained 220,000 /• at least, and per- 
haps a much larger sum, without difficulty. They 
would not then have had 400,000 /. carried out 
of the country by a tributary chief, to become, 
as we know that sum has become, the plunder 
of the Mahrattas and our other enemies. I state 
to you the account of the profit and loss of ty- 
ranny ; take it as an account of profit and loss : 
forget the morality, forget the law, forget the' 
policy ; take it, I say, as a matter of profit and 
loss. Mr. Hastings lost the subsidy ; Mr. Hast- 
ings lost the 220,000 /. which was offered him, 
and more that he might have got. Mr. Hastings 
lost it all, and the Company lost the 400,000 L 

which 
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which he meant to exact. It was carried from 
the British dominions, to enrich its enemies for 
ever. 

This man, my Lords, has not only acted thus 
vindictively himself, but he has avowed the prin- 
ciple of revenge as a general rule of policy, con- 
nected with the security of the British govern- 
ment in India. He has dared to declare, that if a 
native once draws his sword, he is not to be par- 
doned ; that you never are to forgive any man 
who has killed an English soldier. You are to be 
implacable and resentful ; and there is no maxim 
of tyrants, which, upon account of the supposed 
weakness of your government, you are not to 
pursue. Was this the conduct of the Mogul 
conquerors of India ? and must this necessarily 
be the policy of their Christian successors? I 
pledge myself, if called upon, to prove the con- 
trary. I pledge myself to produce, in the history 
of the Mogul empire, a series of pardons and 
amnesties for rebellions, from its earliest esta- 
blishments, and in its most distant provinces. 

I need not state to your Lordships, what you 
know to be the true principles of British policy in 
matters of this nature. When there has been 
provocation, you ought to be ready to listen to 
terms of reconciliation, even after war has been 
made. This you ought to do, to show that you 
are placable j such policy as this would doubt- 
less 
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less be of the greatest benefit and advantage to 
you. Look to the case of Sujah Dowlah ; you 
had, in the course of a war with him, driven him 
from his country ; you had not left him in pos- 
session of a foot of earth in the worlds The 
Mogul was his sovereign, and, by his anthority, 
it was in your power to dispose of the Vizierate, 
and of every office of state which Sujah Dowlah 
held under the Emperour; for he hated him mor» 
tally, and was desirous of dispossessing him of 
every thing. What did you do? Though he 
had shed much English blood, you re-established 
him in all his power ; you gave him more than 
he before^ possessed, and you had no reason to 
repent your generosity. Your magnanimity and 
justice proved to be the best policy, and was the 
subject of admiration from one end of India to 
the other. But Mr. Hastings had other maxims 
and other principles. You are weak, he saySf 
and therefore you ought never to forgive. In* 
deed, Mr. Hastings never does forgive. The 
Rajah was weak, and he persecuted him ; Mr, 
Hastings was weak, and he lost his prey« He 
went up the country with the rapacity, but no( 
with the talons and beak, of a vulture. He went 
to look for plunder, but he was himself plun- 
dered, the country was ravaged, and the prey 
escaped. 

After the escape of Cheit Sing, there stiU 

existed 
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existed in one corner of the country some further 
food for Mr. Hastings's rapacity. There was a 
place called Bidjigur, one of those forts which 
Mr. Hastings declared could not be safely left in 
the possession of the Rajah; measures were there- 
fore taken to dbtain possession of this place^ 
soon after the flight of its unfortunate proprietor* 
And what did he find in it ? A great and pow- 
erful garrison ? No» my Lords, he found in it 
the wives and family of the Rajah, he found it 
inhabited by two hundred women, and defended 
by a garrison of eunuchs and a few feeble militia 
metif This fortress was supposed by him to 
contain some money, which he hoped to lay hold 
of when iall other means of rapacity had escaped 
him* He first sends (and you have it on your 
minutes), a most cruel, most atrocious, and most 
insulting message to these unfortunate women ; 
one of whom, a principal personage of the family, 
we find him in the subsequent negotiation scan- 
dalizing in one minute, and declaring to be a 
woman of respectable character in the next; 
treating her by tumd as a prostitute and as an 
amiable woman, as best suited the purposes of 
the hour. This woma^t with two hundred of her 
sex, he found in Bidjigur. Whatever money 
they had, was their, own property^ and as such 
Cheit Sing, who had visited the place before his 
flight, had left it for their isupport, thinking tha( 

it 
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it would be secure to them as their property, 
because they were persons wholly void of guilt 
as they must needs have been. This money 
the Rajah might have carried off with him ; but 
he left it them, and we must presume that it was 
their property ; and no attempt was ever made 
by Mr. Hastings to prove otherwise. They had 
no other property that could be found. It was 
the only means of subsistence for themselves, 
their children, their domesticks, and dependants, 
and for the whole female part of that once illus- 
trious and next to royal family. 

But to proceed. A detachment of soldiers 
was sent to seize the forts ; soldiers are habitu- 
ally men of some generosity j even when they 
are acting in a bad cause they do not wholly 
lose the military spirit. But Mr. Hastings, 
fearing that they might not be animated with 
the same lust of plunder as himself, stimulated 
them to demand the plunder of the place } and 
expresses his hopes, that no composition, would 
be made with these women, and that not one 
shilling of the booty would be allowed them. 
He does not trust to their acting as soldiers who 
have their fortunes to make ; but he stimulates 
and urges them not to give way to the generous 
passions and feelings of men. 

He thus writes from Benares, the 22d of Oc- 
tober 178 1, ten o'clock in the morning, — " I am 

this 
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" this instant favoured with yours of yesterday ; 
mine to you of the same date has before this 
time acquainted you with my resolutions and 
sentiments respecting the Raunee. I think 
every demand she ha§ made to you, except 
that of safety and respect for her person, is 
unreasonable. If the reports brought to me 
are true, your rejecting her offers, or any ne- 
gociation with her, would soon obtain you 
possession of the'^ fort upon your own terms* 
1 apprehend that she will contrive to defraud 
the captors of a considerable part of the booty, 
by being suffered to retire without exami- 
<< nation ; but this is your consideration, and 
not mine. I should be sorry that your officers 
and soldiers lost any part of the reward to 
which they are so well entitled, but I cannot 
make any objection ; as you must be the best 
" judge of the expediency of the promised in- 
" dulgence to the Raunee. What you have 
" engaged for I will certainly ratify ; but as to 
*< permitting the Raunee to hold the pergunnah 
" of Kurteck, or any other in the zemindary^ 
" without being subject to the authority of the 
<^ zemindar ; or any lands whatever, or indeed 
*' making any conditions with her for a pro« 
** vision ; I will never consent to it/* 

My Lords, you have seen the principles upoa 

which this man justifies his couduct* Here bit 

Vol. XV. N real 
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fesA nature, character, and disposition break out. 
These women had been guilty of no rebellion. 
He never charged them with anj crime but that 
of having wealth } and yet you see with what 
ferocity he pursue? every thing that belonged to 
the destined object of his cruel, inhuman, and 
more than tragick revenge. If, says he, you 
have made an agreement with them, and will 
insist upon it, I will keep it ; but if you have 
not, I beseech you not to make any. DonH give 
them any thing } suffer no stipulations whatever 
of a provision for them. The capitulation I will 
ratify, provided it contains no article of future 
provision for them : this he positively forbad J 
ao that his blood-thirsty vengeance would have 
sent out these two hundred innocent women to 
starve naked in the world. 

3ut he not only declares, that the money 
found in the fort is the soldiers' ; he adds, that 
hn should be sorry if they lost a shilling of it. 
So that you have here a man not only declaring 
that the money was theirs, directly contrvy t6 
\\k^ Company's positive orders upon other similar 
occasions, and after he had himself declared that 
priase money was poison to soldiers ; but directly 
iocijtii^ them to insist upon their right to it. 

A month Jbad been allowed by proclamation^ 
for the submission of all persons who had been 
in. rebellion, wiiich submission was to entitk 

them 



. OF WAftlttK HASTIKCi, ESQ. \79 

them to indemmty^ But, Hiy liords^ be endeai^ 
voUred to break the publick faitb with these 
women, by inciting the soldiers to make no capi- 
tulation with them, and thus depriving them of 
the benefit of the proclariiatton, by preventing 
tbeir voluntary surrender. 

{^Mr. Burke here read the proclamation.] 

From the date of this proclamation, it spears 
that the surrender of tlie fort was clearly within 
the time given to those who had been guilty of 
the most atrocious acts of rebellion, to repair Co 
their homes and enjoy an indemnity. These 
women had never quitted their homes, nor had 
they been charged with rebellion, and yet they 
were cruelly excluded from the general indem- 
nity ; and after the army had taken unconditional 
possession of the fort, they were turned out of 
it, and ordered to the quarters of the command- 
ing officer, Major Popham. This officer had 
received from Mr. Hastings a power to rob them^ 
a power to plunder them, a power to distribute 
the plunder, but no power to give them any 
aDowance, nor any authority even to receive 
them* 

In this disgraceful affliir the soldiers shewed 
a generosity, which Mr.>Hasting8 neither shewed 
oor woifld have suffered, if he could have pre? 
vented it They agreed amongst themselves to 
give to these women threcr lacks of tupe^, and 

N 2 some 
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^me trifle more ; and the rest was divided as 
a prey among the army. The sum found in the 
fort was about 238,000/. not the smallest part 
of which was in any way proved to be Cheit 
Sing's property, or the property of any person 
but the unfortunate women who were found in 
the possession of it. 

The plunder of the fort being thus given to 
the soldiers, what does Mr. Hastings next do? 
He is astonished and stupified to find so much 
unprofitable violence ; so much tyranny, and so 
little pecuniary advantage ; so much bloodshed^ 
without any profit to the Company. He there- 
fore breaks his faith with the soldiers ; declares 
that, having no right to the money, they must 
refund it to the Company ; and, on their refusal, 
he instituted a suit against them. With respect 
to the three lacks of rupees, or 30,000 /. which 
Was to be given to these women, have we a scrap 
of paper to prove its payment ? is there a single 
receipt or voucher to verify their having received 
one sixpence of it? I am rather inclined to 
think that they did receive it, or some part of it» 
but I don't know a greater crime in publick 
officers than to have no kind of vouchers for 
the disposal of any large sums of money which 
pass through their hands ; but this, my Lords, is 
the great vice of Mr. Hastings's government. 

I have briefly taken notice of the claim which 

Mr 
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Mr. Hastings thought proper to make^ on the 
part of the Company, to the treasure found in 
the fort of Bidjigur, after he had instigated the 
army to claim it as the right of the captors. 
Your Lordships will not be at a loss to account 
for this strange and barefaced inconsistency. 
This excellent governour foresaw that he would 
have a bad account of this business to give to 
the contractors in I^adenhall-street ; who con- 
sider laws, religion, morality, and the principles 
of state policy of empires, as mere questions of 
profit and loss. Finding that be had dismal 
accounts to give of great sums expended without 
any returns, he had recourse to the only 'expe- 
dient that was left him. He had broken his faith 
with the ladies in the fort, by not sufiering his 
officers to grant them that indemnity which his 
proclamation offered. Then, finding that the 
soldiers had- taken him at his word, and appro-* 
priated the treasure to their own use, he next 
broke his faith with them. A constant breach 
of faith is a maxim with him. He claims the 
treasure for the Company ; and institutes a suit 
before Sir Elijah Impey, who gives the money 
to the Company, and not to the soldiers. The 
soldiei's appeal ; and since the beginning of this 
trial, I believe even very lately, it has been de- 
cided by the Council, that the letter of Mr. 
Hastings was not,, as Sii: Elijah Impey pretended, 

K 3 a mere 



IS2 SPEECH IN TU£ IMFBACHMSMT 

a mere private letterji because it had ** Dear Sir/* 
ip it ; but a publicjc order, authorizing the soldiers 
to divide the money among themselves. 

Thus 200,000/. was distributed among th», 
soldiers} 'V00,000/. was taken away by Cheit 
Sing, to be pillaged by all thp Company's en^mieiii 
through whose countries he passed; luid sp 
ended one of the great sources from which this 
great financier intended to supply the exigeQci^ 
9f the Companyi and recruit thc^r exhausted 
finances. 

By this proceeding, my Lord9f the national 
honour is disgraced } all the rules d justice are 
violated, and every sanction, human and diyin^ 
trampled upon. We have, on one side, a countiy 
ruined, a noble family destroyedt a rebellipa 
raised by outrage and quelled by bloodshed, th^ 
national faith pledged to indemnity, and that 
indemnity faithlessly withheld from helpleis, 
defenceless women ; while the other side of the 
picture is]equally unfavourable. The Cast india 
Company have had th^ir tr^asjuri^ wa9ted» their 
credit weakenedy their honour poUjut^, and 
their troops employed against their owa Mibject^ 
whf^n their services were required against foreigq 
enemies. 

. My Lords, it only remains for ine> at this time, 
to make a few observations upon some proceed* 
ings of th^ Prisoner, respecting the revenue oi 

1 1 Benares. 



OF WABRBN HASTINGS, £84. 18^ 

Benares* I must first state to your Lordships, 
that in the year 1780, he made a demand upon 
that country, which, by his own account, if it 
had been complied with, would only have left 
23,000/. a year, for the maintenance of the Rajah 
land his &mily. I wish to have this account 
read, (or the purpose of verifying the obser* 
Vations which I shall have to make to your 
LfOrdships. 

[Here tbe account was read.] 

I must now observe to your Lordships, that 
Mr. Markbam and Mr. Hastings have stated th6 
Rajah's net revenue at forty^^ix lacks : but th6 
accounts before yoa state it at forty lacks only. 
Mn Hastings had himself declared, that he did 
not think the country could safely yield more i 
and that any attempt to extract more would be 
rninous* 

Your Lordships will observe, that the first of 
these estimates is unaccompanied with any do- 
cument whatever, and that it is contradicted by 
the papers of receipt and the articles of account, 
from all of which it appears, that the country 
never yielded more than forty lacks, during the 
time that Mr. Hastings had it in his possession ; 
and yon may be sure he squeezed as much out 
of it as he could. He had his own residents ; 
first Mr. Markbam, then Mr. Fowke, then Mr. 
Grant; they all went op with a design to make 

N 4 tbe 
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the mo$t of it. They endeavoured to do so $ 
but they never pould screw it up to more than 
forty lacks, by all the violent means which they 
employed. The ordinary subsidy, as paid at 
Calcutta by the Rajah, amounted to twenty-two 
lacks; and it is therefore clearly proved. by this 
paper, that Mr. Hastings's demand of fifty lacks 
(500,000/.) joined to the subsidies, was more 
than the whole revenue which the country could 
yield. What hoarded treasure the Rajah pos- 
sessed, and which Mr« Hastings says he carried 
off with him, does not appear. That it was any 
considerable sum, is more than Mr. Hastings 
knows i more than can be proved ; more than is 
probable. He had not, in his precipitate flight, 
any means, I think, of carrying away a great 
sum. It further appears from these accountSi 
that afler the payment of tlie subsidy, there 
would only have been lefl 18,000/. a year for 
the support of the Rajah's family and esta* 
blisbments. 

Your Lordships have now a standard, not a 
visionary one, but a standard verified by accurate 
calculation, and authentick accounts. You may 
now fairly estimate the avarice and rapacity of 
this man, who describes countries to be enor- 
mously rich, in order that he may be justified in 
pillaging them. But however insatiable the 
Prisoner's avarice may be, he has other objects 

in 
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in view, other passions rankling in his heart, 
besides the liist of money. He was not ignorant, 
and we have proved it by his own confession, 
that his pretended expectation of benefit to the 
Company could not be realized; but he well 
knew, that by enforcing his demands be should 
utterly and effectually ruin a man, whom he 
mortally hated and abhorred ; a man, who could 
not, by any sacrifices offered to the avarice, avert 
the cruelty of his implacable enemy. 

As long as truth remains, as long as figures 
stand, as long as two and two are four, as long 
as there is mathematical and arithmetical demon*- 
stration, so long shall his cruelty, rage, ravage, 
and oppression remain evident to an astonished 
posterity. I shall undertake, my Lords, when 
this court meets again, to develope the conse- 
sequences of this wicked proceeding. I shall 
then show you, that that part of the Rajah's 
family which he left behind him, and which Mr. 
Hastings pretended to take under his protection, 
was also ruined, undone, and destroyed; and 
that the once beautiful country of Benares, which 
he has had the impudence to represent as being 
still in a prosperous condition, was left by him 
in such a state as would move pity in any tyrant 
in the world, except the one who now stands 
before you. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

TUESDAY. 9d JUNE 17M. 



THIED DAT OF RBPLY» 

(MR. BURKE.) 
MY LORDS. 

AylirE are called, with an awful v(»ce» to come 
^ ^ ^ fortht and make good our Charge againtt 
the Prisoner at your bar ; but as a long time has 
elapsed since your Lordships heard that Charget 
I shall take the liberty of requesting my worthy 
Fellow Manager near me, to read that part to 
your Lordships, which I am just now going to 
observe upon, that you may be the better able 
to apply my observations to the letter of the 
Charge* 

[Mr. Wyndham reads.} 

'^ That the said Warren Hastings, having as 

aforesaid expelled the said Cheit Sing from hit 

dominions, did, of his own usurped autboritj^ 

and without any communication with, or any 

approbation 
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^probation given by the other memberi of the 
Council, nominate and appoint Rajah Mehip- 
nerain to the governaient of the provtneea of 
BenareSf and did appoint his father Durbedgy 
Sing as administrator of his authority, and did 
give to the British Resident, Mr. Markham, a 
controlling authority over both } and did further 
abrogate and set aside all treaties and agreements 
which subsisted between the states of Benares 
and the British nation ; and did arbitrarily and 
tyrannically, of his mere authority raise the 
tribute to the sung of four hundred thousand, 
pounds sterling, or thereabouts ; did fiuther 
wantonly and illegally impose certain oppressive 
duties upon goods and merchandise, to the great 
injury of trade «nd ruin of the province) and 
did farther dispose af» as his own, the property 
within the said provinces, by granting the flame, 
or parts thereof, in pensions to such persons as ha 
thought fit, , 

'^ That the said Wanen Hastings did, some* 
tipid in the year 178% enter into a clandestine 
oorreqpondence with William Markham, Esquire, 
the then Resident at Benares, which said Mark- 
ham had been, by him the said Warren Hastingft, 
obtruded into the said oflioe, contrary to the 
positive orders of the Court of Directors ; and in 
consequence of the representation of the said 
Markham, did, under pretence that the new 

excessive 



188r SP£SCH IN THE IMPfiACHMUTT 

excessive rent or tribute was ia arrear, and that 
the affairs of the province were likely to fall into 
confusion, authorize and empower him, by his 
own private authority, to remove the said Dur- 
bedgy Sing from his office, and deprive him of 
his estate. 

'* That the said Durbedgy Sing was, by the 
private orders and authorities given by the said 
Warren Hastings, and in consequence of the 
representations aforesaid, violently thrown into 
prison, and cruelly cbnfined therein, under the 
pretence of the non-payment of the arrears of 
the tribute aforesaid. 

*• That the widow of Bulwant Sing, and the 
Rajah Mehipnerain, did pointedly accuse the 
said Markham of being the sole cause of any 
delay in the payment of the tribute aforesaid, 
and did offer to prove the innocence of the said 
Durbedgy Sing, and also to prove that the faults 
ascribed to him were solely the faults of the said 
Markham ; yet the said Warren Hastings did 
pay no regard whatever to the said representa- 
tions, nor make any inquiry into the truth of the 
same, but did accuse the said widow of Bulwant 
Sing and Rajah aforesaid, of gross presumption 
for the same ; and listening to the representation 
of the person accused (viz. the Resident Mark* 
ham), did continue to confine the said Durbedgy 
Sing in prison, and did invest the Resident 

Markham 
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Markham with authority to bestow his office 
upon whomsoever he pleased. 

** That the said Markham did bestow the said 
office of administrator of the province of Benares, 
upon a person named Jagger Deo Sing, who, in 
order to gratify the arbitrary demands of the 
said Warren Hastings, was obh'ged greatly to 
distress and harass the unfortunate inhabitants 
of the said province. 

'^ That the said Warren Hastings did, some 
time in the year 1784» reihove the said Jagger 
Deb Sing from the said office, under pretence 
of certain irregularities and oppressions, which 
irregularities and oppressions are solely impu* 
table to him the said Warren Hastings. 

'^ That the consequence of all these violent 
changes and arbitrary acts was the total ruin and 
desolation of the country, and the flight of the 
inhabitants ; the said Warren Hastings having 
found every place abandoned at bis approach, 
even by the officers of the very government 
which he established; and seeing nothing but 
traces of devastation in every village, the pro- 
vince in effect without a government, the admi* 
nistration misconducted, the people oppressed, 
the trade discouraged, and the revenue in dan- 
ger of a rapid decline* 

'* All which destruction, devastation, oppres- 
sion and tuiUf are solely imputable to the above 

mentioned, 
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mentioned, and other arbitrary, illegal, unjmsti 
and tyrannical acts of him the said Warren Hast- 
ings, who, by all and every one of the same, 
was and is guilty of high crimes and 



meaiiours/' 



[Mr. Burke proceeded.] 
My Lords, you have heard the Chaige ; and 
you are now going to see the Prisoner at your 
bar, in a new point of view« I will now endea* 
vour to display him in his character of a legis- 
lator, in a foreign land, not augmenting the 
territory, honour and power of Great Britain, 
and bringing the acquisition under the dominion 
of law and liberty, but desolating a flourishing 
country, that to all intents and purposes was our 
own ; a country which we had conquered from 
freedom, from tranquillity, order and proeperity, 
and submitted, through him, to arbitrary power, 
misrule, anarchy and ruin. We now see the 
object of his corrupt vengeance utterly datroyed, 
his family driven from their home, his people 
butchered, his wife and all the females of his 
family robbed and dishonoured in their persons, 
and the effects which husband and parents had 
laid up in store for the subsistence of tbeir fa^ 
milies, all the savings of provident economy, 
distributed amongst a rapacious soldiery. His 
malice is victorious. He has well avenged, in 
the destruption of this unfoftuoate Snmiiy^ the 

Rajah's 
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Rajah's intended visit to General Clavering ; h6 
has well avenged the suspected discovery of hi^ 
bribe to Mr. Francis. ** Thou hast it now^ King, 
♦^ Cawdor, Glamis, all." 

Let us see, my Lords, what use he makes of 
this power ; how he justifies the bounty of for- 
tune bestowing on him this strange and anoma- 
lous conquest. Anomalous I call it, my Lords, 
because it was the result of no plan in the cabinet, 
no operation in the field. No act or direction 
proceeded from him the responisble chief, except 
the merciless orders, and the grant to the sol- 
diery. He lay skulking and trembling in the 
fort of Chunar, while the British soldiery en- 
titled themselves to the plunder which he held 
out to them. Nevertheless, my Lords, he con- 
quers ; the country is his own ; he treats it a^ 
his own. Let us therefore see how this sccessor 
of Tamerlane, this emulator of Ghinges Khan, 
governs a country conquered by the talents and 
courage of others, without assistance, guide, 
direction or counsel,' given by himself. 

My Lords, I will introduce his first act to your 
Lordships^ notice, in the words of the Charge. 
^ The said Warren Hastings did, sometime in 
the year lySSf enter into a clandestine cor- 
respondence with William Markham, Esquire, 
f^ the then Resident at Benares, which said 
f^ Maddbam had been, by him the said Warreii 

'* Hastings, 
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** Hastings, obtruded into the said office, con« 
^' trary to the positive orders of the Court of 
** Directors." This unjustifiable obtrusion, this 
illegal appointment, shews you, at the very out- 
set, that he defies the laws of his country ; most 
positively and pointedly defies them. In at- 
tempting to give a reason for this defiance, he 
has chosen to tell a branch of the legislature, 
from which originated the Act, which wisely 
and prudently ordered him to pay implicit obe- 
dience to the Court of Directors, that he removed 
Mr. Fowke from Benares, contrary to the orders 
of the Court, on political grounds; because says 
he, " I thought it necessary the Resident there 
^' should be a man of my own nomination and 
" confidence. I avow the principle, and think 
no government can subsist without it. The 
punishment of the Rajah made no part of my 
design in Mr. Fowke's removal, or Mr. Mark* 
'* ham's appointment, nor was his punishment 
an object of my contemplation at the time 
I removed Mr. Fowke to appoint Mr. Mark- 
** ham ; an appointment of my own choice, and 
a signal to notify the restoration ^of my own 
authority, as I had before removed Mn 
'* Fowke and appointed Mr. Graham for the 
" same purpose." 

Here, my Lords, he does not even pretend 
that be had any view whatever in this appoint* 

ment 
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ment of Mr. Markham» but to defy the laws of 
his country. ** I must,'* says he, " have a man 
** of my own nomination, because it is a signal 
" to notify the restoration of my own authority^ 
*' as I had before removed Mr. Fowke for the 
*• same purpose.'' 

I must beg your Lordships to keep in mind, 
that the greater part of the observations with 
which I shall trouble you, have a reference to 
the principles upon which this man acts ; and 
I beseech you to remember always, that you 
have before you a question and an issue of law. 
I beseech you to consider what it is that you are 
disposing of; that you are not merely disposing 
of this man and his cause ; but that you are dis* 
posing of the laws of your country. 

You, my Lords, have made, and we have 
made, an Act of Parliament, in which the Coun- 
cil at Calcutta is vested with a special power,: 
distinctly limited and defined. He says, my 
authority is absolute. I defy the orders of the 
Court of Directors, because it is necessary for 
me to shew that I can disregard them, as a 
signal of my own authority. He supposes his 
authority gone, while he obeys the laws; but, 
says, he, the momont I got rid of the bonds and 
barriers of the laws^ (as if there had been some 
act of violence and usurpation that had deprived 
him of his rightful powers,) I was restored to 

Vol.. XV. O my 
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my own autliority. What is this authority to 
which he is restored ? Not an authority vested 
in him by the East India Company ; not an 
authority sanctioned by the laws of this king- 
dom^ It is neither of these, but the authority 
of Warren Hastings ; an inherent divine right, 
I suppose, which he has thought proper to 
claim as belonging to himself; something inde- 
pendent of the laws ; something independent of 
the Court of Directors ; something independent 
of his brethren of the Council. It is " my own 
" authority." 

And what is the signal by which you are to 
know when this authority is restored ? By his 
obedience to the Court of Directors ; by his 
attention to the laws of his country ; by his re- 
gard to the rights of the people? No, my Lords, 
no ; the notification of the restoration of this 
authority is a formal disobedience of the orders 
of the Court of Directors. When you find the 
laws of the land trampled upon, and their 
appointed authority despised, then you may 
be sure that the authority of the Prisoner is 
re-established 

There is, my Lords, always a close connexion 
between vices of every description, The man 
who is a tyrant, would, under some other circum- 
stances, be a rebel ; and he that is a rebel, would 
become a tyrant. They are things which ori- 
ginally 
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ginally proceed from the same source. Tliey 
owe their birth to the wild unbridled lewdness 
of arbitrary power. They arise from a contempt 
of publick order, and of the laws and institu- 
tions which curb mankind. They arise from a 
harsh, cruel, and ferocious disposition, impa^ 
tient of the rules of law, order, and morality^ 
and accordingly, as their relation varies, the man 
is a tyrant if a superior, a rebel if an inferior. 
But this man, standing in a middle point, between 
the two relations, the superior and inferior, de* 
clares himself at once both a rebel and a tyrant. 
We therefore naturally expect, that when he has 
thrown off the laws of his country, he will throw 
off all other authority. Accordingly, in defiance 
of that authority to which he owes his situation, 
he nominates Mr. Markham to the residency at 
Benares, and therefore every act of Mr. Mark- 
ham is his. He is responsible ^ — doubly respon* 
sible to what he would have been, if in the 
ordinary course of office he had named this 
agent. 

Every- governour is responsible for the mia^ 
demeanors committed unde^ his legal authority, 
for which he does not punish the delinquent; 
but the Prisoner is doubly responsible in this 
case, because he assumed an illegal authority, 
which can be justified only, if at all, by the good 
resulting from the assumption. 

S Having 
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Having now chosen his principal instrument, 
and his confidential and sole counsellor, having 
the country entirely in his hand, and every ob- 
stacle that could impede his course swept out of 
the arena, what does he do under these auspi- 
cious circumstances ? You would imagine^ that 
in the first place, he would have sent down to 
the Council at Calcutta a general view of liis 
proceedings, and of their consequences, together 
with a complete statement of the revenue ; that 
he would have recommended the fittest persons 
for publick trusts, with such other measures as he 
might judge to be most essential to the interest 
and honour of his employers. One would 
have imagiued he would have done this, in order 
that the Council and the Court of Directors 
might have a clear view of the whole existing 
system, before he attempted to make a per- 
manent arrangement for the administration of 
the country* But, on the contrary, the whole 
of "his proceedings is clandestinely conducted ; 
there is not the slightest communication with the 
Council upon the business, till he had deter- 
mined and settled the whole. Thus the Council 
was placed in a complete dilemma, either to 
confirm all his wicked and arbitrary acts, for 
such we have proved them to be, or to derange 
the whole administration of the country again, 
and to make another revolution, as complete and 
dreadful as that which he had made. 

a The 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 197 

llie task which the governour general had 
imposed upon himself, was, I admit, a difficult 
one; but those who pull down important ancient 
establishments, who wantonly destroy modes of 
administration, and public institutions, under 
which a country has prospered, are the most mis* 
chievous, and therefore the wickedest of men. 
It is not a reverse of fortune, it is not the fall of 
an individual, that we are here talking of. We 
are indeed sorry for Cheit Sing and Durbedgy 
Sing, as we should be sorry for any individual 
under similar circumstances. 
' It is wisely provided in the constitution o our 
heart, that we should interest ourselves in the 
fate of great, personages. They are therefore 
made every where the objects of tragedy, which 
addresses itself directly to our passions and our 
feelings. And why? Because men of great 
place, inen of great rank, men of great heredi« 
tary authority, cannot fall without a horrible 
crash upon all about them. Such towers cannot 
tumble without ruining their dependent cottages. 
. The prosperity of a country, that has been 
distressed by a revolution which has swept off its 
principal men, cannot be re*established without 
extreme difficulty. This man, therefore, who 
wantonly and wickedly destroyed the existing 
government of Benares, was doubly bound to 
use all possible care and caution in supplying 

O 3 the 
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the loss of those institutions which he had de- 
8t2X>yed, and of the men whom he had driven 
into exile. This, I say, he ought to have done. 
Let us now see what he really did do. 

Ue set out hy disposing of all the property of 
the country as if it was his own. He first con* 
fifcated the whole estates of the Baboos, the 
great nobility of the country, to the amount 
of six lacks of rupees. He then distributed the 
laiids and revenue of the country, according to 
his own pleasure ; and as he had seized the lands 
without our knowing why or wherefore, so the 
portion which he took away from some persons 
he gave to others, in the same arbitrary manner, 
and without any assignable reason. 

When we were enquiring wtiat jagfaires Mr. 
Hastings had thought proper to grant, we founds 
to our astonishment, (though it is natural that 
his mind should take this turn,) that he endowed 
several charities with jaghires. He gave a jag- 
hire to some Brahmins, to pray for the perpetual 
prosperity of the Company, and others to pro- 
cure the prayers of the same class of men for 
himself* I do not blame his Gentoo piety, 
when I find no Christian piety in the man ; let 
him take refuge in any superstition he pleases. 
The crime we charge is, his having distributed 
the lands of others at his own pleasure. Whether 
this proceeded from piety, . from ostentation, or 

from 
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>m any other motive, it matters not. We con- 
id, that he ought not to have distributed such 
id at all } that he had no right to do so ; — and 
cisequently, the gift of a single acre of land, 
his own private will, was an act of robbery, 
her from the publick or some individual. 
When he had thus disturbed the landed pro- 
ty of Benares, and distributed it according 
bis own will, he thought it would be proper 
Bx upon a person to govern the country ; and 
this person be himself made the choice. It 
)s not appear, that the people could have lost, 
n by the revolt of Cheit Sing, the right wiiich 
; inherent in them, to be governed by the 
ful successor of his family. We find, how- 
r, that this man, by his own authority, by the 
itrary exercise of his own will and fancy, did 
ik proper to nominate a person to succeed the 
ah, who had no legal claims to the succes- 
). He made choice of a boy about nineteen 
rs old ; and he says he made that choice upon 
principle of this boy's being descended from 
want Sing, by the female line. But he does 
pretend to say, that he was the proper and 
jral heir to Cheit Sing ; and we will shew 
the direct contrary. Indeed, he confesses the 
trary himself; for he argues, in his defence, 
; when a new system was to be formed with 

4 the 
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the successor of Cheit Sing, who was not his 
heir, such successor had no claim of right. 

But perhaps the want of right was supplied 
by the capacity and fitness of the person who 
was chosen. I do not say, that this does or can 
for one moment supersede the positive right of 
another person ; but it would palliate the in- 
justice in some degree. Was there in this case 
any palliative matter ? Who was the person 
chosen by Mr. Hastings to succeed Cheit Sing? 
My Lords, the person chosen was a minor ; for 
we find, the Prisoner at your bar immediately 
proceeded to appoint him a guardian. This 
guardian he also chose by his own will and 
pleasure, as he himself declares, without refer- 
ring to any particular claim or usage; without 
calling the Pundits to instruct him, upon whom, 
by the Gentoo laws, the guardianship devolved. 

I admit, that in selecting a guardian he did 
not in one respect act improperly, for he chose 
the boy's father, and he could not have chosen 
a better guardian for his person. But for the 
administration of his goverment, qualities were 
required which this man did not possess. He 
should have chosen a man of vigour, capacity, 
and diligence ; a man fit. to meet the great 
difficulties of the situation in which he was to be 
placed. 

Mr. 
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Mn Hastings, My Lords, plainly tells you, 
that he did not think the itian's talents to be 
extraordinary; and he soon afterwards toys, 
that he had a great many incapacities. He tells 
you, that he has a doubt whether he was capable 
of realizing those hopes of revenue which he 
(Mr. Hastings) had formed. Nor can this be 
matter of wonder, when we consider that he had 
ruined and destroyed the ancient system, the 
whole scheme and tenor of publick offices ; and 
had substituted nothing for them but his own 
arbitrary will. He had formed a plan of ad 
entire new system, in which the practical details 
had no reference to the experience and wisdom 
of past ages. He did not take the government 
as he found it; he did not take the system of 
offices as it was arranged to his hand ; but he 
dared to make the wicked and flagitious expe* 
riment, which I have stated; an experiment upon 
the happiness of a numerous people, whose pro- 
perty he had usurped and distributed in the 
manner which has been laid before your Lord- 
ships. The attempt failed, and he is responsible 
for the consequences. 

How dared he to make these experiments? In 
what manner can he be justified for playing fast 
and loose with the dearest interests, and perhaps 
with the very existence of a nation? Attend 
to the manner in which he justifies himself, and 

you 
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you will find the whole secret let out. ** The easy 
" accumulation of too much wealth/* he says, 
** had been Cheit Sing's ruin y it had buoyed 
*^ him up with extravagant and ill-founded no- 
" tions of independence, which I very much 
wished to discourage in the future Rajah. 
Some part therefore of the superabundant pro- 
** duce in the country I turned into the coffers 
** of the sovereign by an augmentation of the 
'* tribute." Who authorized him to make any 
augmentation of the tribute ? But above all, who 
authorized him to augment it upon this prin- 
ciple ? I must take care the tributary prince 
does not grow too rich, if he gets rich he will 
get proud. This prisoner has got a scale like 
that in the almanack, ** war begets poverty ; 
*' poverty peace,'* and so on. The first rule that 
he lays down is, that he will keep the new Rajah 
in a state of poverty ; because if he grows rich 
he will become proud, and behave as Cheit Sing 
did. You see the ground, foundation, and spirit, 
of the whole proceeding. Cheit Sing was to be 
robbed. Why? Because he is too rich. His 
successor is to be reduced to a miserable condi- 
tion. Why? Lest he should grow rich and 
become troublesome. The whole of his system 
is to prevent men from growing rich, lest if they 
should grow rich, they should grow proud, and 
seek independence. Your Lorkships see, that 

in 
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in this man's opinion riches must beget pride. 
I hope your Lordships will never be so poor as 
to cease to be proud ; for ceasing to be proud, 
you will cease to be independent. 

Having resolved that the Rajah should not 
grow rich, for fear he should grow proud and 
independent, he orders him to pay forty lacks of 
rupees or 400,000/. annually to the Company. 
The tribute had before been 250,000 /. and he 
all at once raised it to 400,000 /. Did he pre- 
viously inform the Council of these intentions ? 
Did he inform them of the amount of the gross 
collections of the country, from any properly 
authenticated accounts procured from any pub- 
lick office ? 

I need not inform your Lordships, that it is a 
serious thing to draw out of a country, instead 
of 250,000/., an annual tribute of 400,000/. 
There were other persons besides the Rajah, 
concerned in this enormous increase of revenue. 
The whole country is interested in its resources 
being fairly estimated and assessed ; for if you 
overrate the revenue which it is supposed to 
yield to the great general collector, you neces- 
sitate him to overrate every under-coUector, 
and thereby instigate them to harass and oppress 
the people. It is upon these grounds that we 
have charged the Prisoner at your bar, with 

having acted arbitrarily, illegally, unjustly and 

tyrannically : 
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tyrannically : and your Lordships will bear in 
mindy that these acts were done by his sole 
authority, which authority we have shewn to 
have been illegally assumed. 

My Lords, before he took the important steps 
which I have just stated, he consulted no one 
but Mr. Markham, whom he placed over the 
new Rajah. The Rajah was only nineteen years 
old : but Mr. Markham undoubtedly had the 
iidyantage of him in this respect, for he was 
twenty-one. . He had also the benefit of five 
mouths experience of the country ; an abundant 
experience to be sure, my Lords, in a country 
where it is well known, from the peculiar cha- 
racter of its inhabitants, that a man cannot any 
where put his foot without placing it upon some 
trap or mine, until he is perfectly acquainted 
with its localities. Nevertheless, he puts the 
whole country and a prince of nineteen* as ap- 
pears from the evidence, into the hands of Mr. 
Markham, a man of twenty-one* We have no 
doubt of Mr. Markham's capacity, but he could 
have no experience in a country over which he 
possessed a general controuling power. Under 
these circumstances, we surely shall not wonder 
if this young man fell into errour. I do not like 
to treat harshly the errours into which a very 
young person may fall : but the man who employs 
him and puts him into a situation for which he 

has 
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has neither capacity nor experience, is respon* 
sible for the consequences of such an appoint* 
ment ; and Mr. Hastings is doubly responsible 
in this case, because he placed Mr. Markham as 
Resident, merely to show that he detied the 
authority of the Court of Directors. 

But my Lords, let us proceed. We find Mr. 
Hastings resolved to exact forty lacks from 
the country ; although he had no proof that such 
a tribute could be fairly collected. He next 
assigns to this boy the Rajah, emoluments 
amounting to about GO^OOOL a year. Let us 
now see upon what grounds he can justify the 
assignment of these emoluments. I can per- 
ceive none but such as are founded upon the 
opinion of iis being necessary to the support of 
the Rajah's dignity. Now, when Mr. Markham, 
who is the sole ostensible actor in the manage- 
ment of the new Rajah, as he had been a witness 
to the deposition of the former, comes before 
you to give an account of what he thought of 
Cheit Sing, who appears to have properly sup- 
ported the dignity of his situation, he tells you, 
that about a lack or a lack and a half (10,000 /. 
or 15,000/.) a year was as much as Cheit Sing 
could spend. And yet this young creature, settled 
in the same country, and who was to pay 400,000 /. 
a year, instead of ^AOfiOOL tribute to the Com- 
pany, was authorized by l/iv. Hastings to collect 

and 
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and reserve, to his own use 60,000/. out of the 
revenue. That is to say, he was to receive four 
times as much as was stated by Mr. Hastings, 
on Mr. Markham's evidence, to have been ne- 
cessary to support him. 

Your Lordships tread upon corruption every 
where. Why was such a large revenue given 
to the young Rajah to support his dignity, when* 
as they say, Cheit Sing did not spend above a 
lack and half in support of his ', though it is 
known he had great establishments to maintain } 
that he had erected considerable buildings 
adorned with fine gardens; and, according to 
them, had made great preparations for war ? 

We must at length imagine, that they knew 
the country could bear the impost imposed upon 
it. I ask, how did they know this ? We have 
proved to you, by a paper presented here by 
Mr. Markham, that the net amount of the col- 
lections was about 360,000/. This is their own 
account, and was made up, as Mr. Markham 
says, by one of the clerks of Durbedgy Sing, to- 
gether with his Persian moonshey, (a very fine 
council to settle the revenues of the kingdom,) 
in his private house. And with this account 
before them, they have dared to impose upon 
the necks of that unhappy people a tribute of 
400,000/. together with an income for tlie Rajah 
of 60,000/. These sums the Naib Durbedgy 

Sing 
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Sing was bound to furnish, and left to get them 
as he could. Your Lordships will observe, that 
I speak of the net proceeds of the collections. 
We have nothing to do with the gross amount. 
We are speaking of what came to the publick 
treasury, which was no more than I have stated ; 
and it Was out of the publick treasuty that these 
payments were to be made, because there could 
be no other honest way of getting the money. 

But let us now come to the main point, which 
is to ascertain what sums the country could really 
bear. Mr. Hastings maintains (whether in the 
speech of his counsel or otherwise, I do not re* 
collect) that the revenue of the country was 
400,000/. that it constantly paid that sum, and 
flourished under the payment. In answer to this, 
I refer your Lordships, first to Mr. Markham's 
declaration, and the Wassil Baakee, which is in 
page 1750 of the printed Minutes. I next refer 
your Lordships to Mr. Duncan's Reports, in page 
2493. According to Mr. Duncan's publick 
estimate of the revenue of Benares, the net col- 
lections of the very year we are sjpeaking of, 
when Durbedgy Sing had the management, and 
when Mr. Markham, his Persian moonshey, and 
a clerk in his private house, made their estimatesi 
without any documents, or with whatever docu- 
meiits, or God only knows, for nothing appears 
on the record of the transaction ; the collections 

yielded 
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yielded in that year but 340,000/. that is 20,000/. 
less than Mr. Markham's estimate. But take 
it wliich way you will, whether you take it at 
Mr. Markham's 360,000/. or at Mr. Duncan's 
340,000/. your Lordships will see, that after re- 
serving 60,000/. for his own private expenses, 
the Rajah could not realize a sum nearly equal 
to the tribute demanded. 

Your Lordships have also in evidence before 
you, an account of the produce of the country, 
for I believe full five years after this period, 
from which it appears that it never realized the 
forty lacks, or any thing like it. Yielding only 
thirty-seven and thirty-nine lacks, or thereabouts, 
which is 20,000/. short of Mr. Markham's esti- 
mate, and 160,000/. short of. Mr. Hastings's. 
On what data could the Prisoner at your bar 
have formed this estimate ? Where were all the 
clerks and mutseddies, where were all the men 
of business in Benares, who could have given 
him complete information upon the subject? 
We do not find the trace of any of them; all our 
information is Mr. Markham's moonshey, and 
some clerk of Durbedgy Sing's employed in Mr. 
Markham's private counting-house, in estimat- 
ing revenues of a country. 

The disposable revenue was still further re* 
duced by the jaghires which Mr. Hastings 
granted, but to what amount does not appean 

He 
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He mentions the increase in the revenue, by the 
confiscation of« the estates of the Baboos, who 
had been in rebellion. This he rates at six lacks. 
But we have inspected the accounts ; we have 
examined them with that sedulous attention, 
Mfhich belongs to that branch of the legislature 
that has the care of the publick revenues, 
aiid we have not found one trace of this ad^ 
dition. Whether these confiscations were ever 
actually made, remains doubtful; but if they 
were made, the application or the receipt of the 
money they yielded does not appear in any ac- 
count whatever. I leave your Lordships to 
judge of this. 

But it may be said, that Hastings might have 
been in an errour. If he was in an errour, my 
Lords, his errour continued an extraordinary 
length of time. The errour itself was also ex- 
traordinary in a man of business; it was an 
errour of account. If his confidential agent, 
Mr. Markham, had originally contribuJ:ed to 
lead him into the errour, he soon perceived it. 
He soon informed Mr. Hastings, that his ex- 
pectations were erroneous, and that he had over- 
rated the country. What then are we to think 
of hia persevering in this errour ? Mr. Hastings 
might have formed extravagant and wild ex- 
pectations when he was going up the country 
to plunder ; for we allow that avarice may often 
Vol, XV. P overcalculate 
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overcalculate the hoards that it is going to rob. 
If a thief is going to plunder a banker's shop, 
his avarice^ when running the risk of his life, 
may lead him to imagine there is more money in 
the shop than there really is. But when this 
man was in possession of the country, how came 
he not to know and understand the condition of 
it better ? In fact he was well acquainted with 
it» for he has declared it to be his opinion, that 
forty lacks was an overrated calculation i and 
that the country could not continue to pay this 
tribute at the very time he was imposing it. 
You have this admission in page 294 of the 
printed Minutes ; but in the very £ure of it he 
says, If the Rajah will exert himself, and con- 
tinue for some years the regular payment, he 
will then grant him a remission. Thus the 
Rajah was told, what he well knew, that he was 
overrated, but that at sometime or another, he 
was to expect a remission. And what, my 
Lords, was the condition upon which he was 
to obtain this promised indulgence ? The punc- 
tual payment of that which Mn Hastings de- 
clares he was not able to pay ; and which he 
could not pay without ruining the country, 
betraying his own honour and character, and 
acting directly contrary to the duties of the 
station in which Mr. Hastings had placed him. 
Thus this unfortunate man was compelled 
It to 
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to have recourse to the most rigorous exac- 
tioD, that he might be enabled to satisfy the 
exorbitant demand which had been made upon 
him. 

But let us suppose that the country was able 
to afibrd Uie sum at which it was assessed and 
that nothing was required but vigour and activity 
in the Rajah. Did Mr. Hastings endeavour to 
make his strength equal to the task imposed on 
him ? No ; the direct contrary ; in proportion 
as he augmented the burthens of this man, in 
just that proportion he took away his strength 
and power of supporting these burthens. 

There was' not one of the external marks of 
honour, which attended the government of Cheit 
Sing, that he did not take away from the new 
Rajah ; and still, when this new man came to his 
new authority, deprived of all external marks of 
consequence, and degraded in the opinion of his 
subjects, he was to extort from his people an 
additional revenue, payable to the Company, of 
fifteen lacks of rupees more than was paid by the 
late Rajah, in all the plenitude of undivided au- 
thority. To increase this difficulty still more, 
the father and guardian of this inexperienced 
youth was a man who had no credit or reputa^ 
tion in the country. This circumstance alone 
was a sufficient drawback from the weight of 
his authority ; but Mr. Hastings took care that 

p« he 
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he should be divested of it altogether, for, as 
our Charge states, he placed him under the im- 
mediate direction of Mr. Markham; and con- 
sequently Mr. Markham was the governour of 
the country. Could a man, with a reduced, 
divided, contemptible authority, venture to 
strike such bold and hardy strokes as would be 
efficient, without being oppressive ? Could he, 
or any other' man, thus bound and shackled, 
execute such vigorous and energetick measures, 
as were necessary to realize such an enormous 
tribute as was imposed upon this unhappy 
country? 

My Lords, I must now call your attention to 
another circumstance, not mentioned . in the 
Charge, but connected with the appointment of 
the new Rajah, and of his naib; Durbedgy Sing, 
and demonstrative of the unjust and cruel treat- 
ment to which they were exposed. It appears, 
from a letter produced here by Mr. Markham, 
(upon which kind of correspondence I shall take 
the liberty to remark hereafter), that the Rajah 
lived in perpetual apprehension of being re- 
moved, and that a person, called Oduiaun Sing, 
was intended as his successor. Mr. Markham, 
in one part of his correspondence, tells you, that 
the Rajah did not intend to hold the government 
any longer. Why? Upon a point of right, 
namely, that he did not possess it upon the same 

advantageous 
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advantageous terms as Cheit Sing ; but he tells 
you in another letter, (and this is a much better 
key to the whole transaction,) that he was in 
dread of that Oossaun Sing, whom I have just 
mentioned. This man Mr. Hastings kept ready 
to terrify the Rajah ; and you willi in the course 
of these transactions, see that there is not a man 
in India, of any consideration, against whom 
Mr. Hastings did not keep a kind of pretender, 
to keep him in continual awe. This Oossaun 
Sing, whom Mr. Hastings brought up with him 
to Benares, was dreaded by Cheit Sing, not less 
than by his successor. We find, that he was at 
first nominated naib or acting governour of the 
country } but had never been put in actual 
possession of this high office, and Durbedgy 
Sing was appointed to it. Although Oossaun 
Sing was thus removed, he continued his pre- 
tensions, and constantly solicited the office. 
Thus the poor man, appointed by Mr. Hastings, 
and actually in possession, was not oqly called 
upon to perform tasks beyond his strength, but 
was over-awed by Mr. Markham, and terrified 
by Oossaun Sing (the mortal enemy of the 
family) who, like an accusing fiends was con- 
tinually at his post, and unceasingly reiterating, 
his accusations. This Oossaun Sing was, as. 
Mr. Markham. tells you, one of the causes of the 
Rajah's continued dejection and despondency ; 

p 3 but 
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but it does not appear that any of these circum- 
stances were ever laid before the Council ; the 
whole padsed between Mr. Hastings and Mr. 
Markham. 

Mr. Hastings having by his arbitrary will thus 
disposed of the revenue* and of the landed pro- 
perty of Benares, we will now trace his further 
proceedingSi and their effects. He found the 
country most flourishing in agriculture and in 
trade ; but not satisfied with the experiment he 
had made upon the government, upon the re- 
venues, upon the reigning family, and upon aU 
the landed property, he resolved to make as 
bold and as novel an experiment upon the com- 
mercial interests of the country, Accordingly 
he entirely changed that part of the revenue 
system, which afiects trade and commerce, . the 
life and soul of a state. Without any advice 
that we know of, except Mr. Markham's, he sat 
down to change, in every point, the whole com- 
mercial system of that country ; and he effected 
the change upon the same arbitrary principles 
which he had before acted upon, namely, his own 
arbitrary will. We are told, indeed, that he 
consulted bankers and merchants } but when 
your Lordships shall have learned what has hap- 
pened from this experiment, you will easily 
see whether he did resort to proper sources of 
information or not. You will see, that the mis- 
chief 
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chief which has happened has proceeded from 
the exercise of arbitrary power. Arbitrary 
power, my Lords, is always a miserable creature. 
When a man once adopts it as the principle of 
his actions, no one dares to tell him a truth ; 
no one dares to give him any information that 
is disagreeable to him ; for all know, that their 
life and fortune depend upon his caprice. Thus 
the man, who lives in the exercise of arbitrary 
power, condemns himself to eternal ignorance. 
Of this the Prisoner at your bar affords us a 
striking example* This man, without advice, 
without assistance, and without resource, except 
in his own arbitrary power ; stupidly ignorant in 
himself, and puffed up with the constant com- 
panion of ignorance, a blind presumption, alters 
the system of commercial imposts, and thereby 
ruined the whole trade of the country, leaving 
no one part of it undestroyed. 

Let me now call your Lordships* attention to 
his assumption of power, without one word of 
communication with the Council at Calcutta, 
where the whole of these trading regulations 
might and ought to have been considered, and 
where they could have been deliberately ex- 
amined and determined upon. By this assump- 
tion, the Council was placed in the situation 
which I have before described ; it must either 
confirm his acts, or again undo every thing which 

p 4 had 
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bad been done. He bad provided, not only 
against resistance, but almost against any in- 
quiry into bis wild projects. He had, by bis 
opium contracts, put all vigilance asleep ; and 
by bis bullock and other contracts, he had 
secured a variety of concealed interests, both 
abroad and at home. He was sure of the ratifica- 
tion of his acts by the Council, whenever he 
should please to inform them of his measures } 
and to his secret influence he trusted for impunity 
in his career of tyranny and oppression. 

In bringing before you his arbitrary mode of 
imposing duties, I beg to remind your Lordships, 
that when I examined Mr. Markham, concern* 
ing the imposing of a duty of five per cent, 
instead of the former duty of two, I asked him, 
whether that five per cent was not laid on in such 
a manner as utterly to extinguish the trade; 
and whether it was not, in efiect and substance, 
five times as much as had been paid before. 
What was his answer ? Why, that many plans, 
which, when considered in the closet, look spe- 
cious and plausible, will not hold when they 
come to be tried in practice, and tliat this plan 
was one of them. The additional duties, said 
he, have never since been exacted. But, my 
Lords, the very attempt to exact them utterly 
ruined the trade of the country. They were 
imposed upon a visionary theoiy, formed in his 

own 
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own closet, and the result was exactly what 
might have been anticipated. Was it not an 
abominable thing in Mr. Hastings, to withhold 
from the Council the means^ of ascertaining the 
real operation of his taxes ? He had no know- 
ledge of trade himself; he cannot keep an ac* 
count ; he has no memory. In fact, we find him 
a man possessed of no one quality fit for any kind 
of business whatever. We find him pursuing his 
own visionary projects, without knowing any 
thing of the nature or the circumstances under 
which the trade of the country was carried on. 
These projects might have looked very plau- 
sible ; bat when you come to examine the actual 
state of the trade, it is not merely a difference 
between five and two per cent, but it becomes a 
different mode of estimating the commodity, and 
it amounts to five times as much as was paid 
before. We bring this as an exemplification of 
this cursed mode of arbitrary proceeding, and to 
shew you his total ignorance of the subject, and 
his total indifference . about the event of the 
measure he was pursuing. When he began to 
perceive his blunders, he never took any means 
whatever to put the new regulations which these 
blunders had made necessary into execution, but 
he lefl all this mischievous project to rage in its 
full extent. 
I have shewn your Lordships, how he managed 

the 
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the private property of the country ; — ^how be 
managed the government ; and how he managed 
the trade. I am now to call your Lordships' at- 
tention to some of the consequences, which have 
resulted from the instances of management, or 
rather gross mismanagement, which have been 
brought before you. Your Lordships will recol- 
lect, that none of these violent and arbitrary 
measures, either in their conception or in the pro- 
gress of their execution, were officially made 
known to the Council. And you will observe, 
as we proved, that the same criminal conceal- 
ment existed with respect to the fatal conse- 
quences of these acts. 

After the flight of Cheit Sing, the revenues 
were punctually paid by the Naib Durbedgy 
Sing, month by month, kist by kist, until the 
month of July, and then, as the country had 
suffered some distress, the Naib wished this 
kist or instalment to be thrown on the next 
month. You will ask, why he wished to bur- 
then this month beyond the rest ? I reply, the 
reason was obvious ; the month of August is the 
last of the year, and he would, at its expiration, 
have the advantage of viewing the receipts of 
the whole year, and ascertaining the claim of the 
country to the remission of a part of the annual 
tribute which Mr. Hastings bad promised, pro- 
vided the instalments were paid regularly. It 

was 
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was well known to every body, that the country 
had suffered very considerably by the revolt, 
and by a drought which prevailed that yean 
The Rajah, therefore, expected to avail himself 
of Mr. Hastings's flattering promise, and to 
save, by the delay, the payment of one of the 
two kists« But mark the course that was taken ; 
the two kists were at once demanded at the end 
of the year, and no remission of tribute was al- 
lowed. By the promise of remission, Mr. Hast- 
ings tacitly acknowledged that the Rajah was 
overburthened ; and he admits, that the pay- 
ment of the July kist was postponed at the 
Rajah's own desire* He must have seen the 
Rajah's motive for desiring delay, and he ought 
to have taken care that this poor man should 
not be oppressed and ruined by this compliance 
with requests founded on such motives. 

So passed the year I78I. No complaints of 
arrears in Durbedgy Sing's payments appear on 
record before the month of April 1782 ; and I 
wish your Lordships seriously to advert to the 
circumstances attending the evidence respect- 
ing these arrears, which has been produced for 
the first time by the Prisoner in his defence here 
at your bar. This evidence does not appear in 
the Company's records ; it does not appear in 
the book of the Benares correspondence ; it does 

not 
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not appear in any documents to which the Com- 
mons could have access ; it was unknown to the 
Directors, unknown to the Council ; unknown 
to the Residents^ Mr. Markham's successors, at 
Benares ; unknown to the searching and inqui- 
sitive eye of the Commons of Great Britain. 
This important evidence was drawn out of Mr. 
Markham's pocket, in the presence of your 
Lordships. It consists of a private correspon- 
dence, which he carried on with Mr« Hastings, 
unknown to the Council, after Durbedgy Sing 
had been appointed Naib ; after the new govern- 
ment had been established, after Mr. Hastings 
had quitted that province, and had apparently 
wholly abandoned it; and when there was no 
reason whatever why the correspondence should 
not be publick. This private correspondence 
of Mr. Markham's, now produced for the first 
time, is full of the bitterest complaints against 
Durbedgy Sing. These clandestine complaints, 
these underhand means of accomplishing the 
ruin of a man, without the knowledge of his true 
and proper judges, we produce to your Lord- 
ships as a heavy aggravation of our charge, and 
as a proof of a wicked conspiracy to destroy the 
man. For if there was any danger of his falling 
into arrears when the heavy accumulated kists 
came upon him, the Council ought to have known 

that 
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that danger ; they ought to have knovm every 
particular of these complaints ; for Mr. Hastings 
had then carried into effect his own plans. 

I ought to have particularly marked for your 
Lordships' attention, this second era of clandes- 
tine correspondence between Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Markbam. It commenced after Mr. Hast- 
ings had quitted Beuares, and had nothing to do 
with it but as govemour general : even after his 
extraordinary, and, as we contend, illegal power 
had completely expired, the same clandestine 
correspondence was carried on. He apparently 
considered Benares as his private property ; and 
just as a man acts with his private steward about 
bis private estate, so he acted with the Resident 
at Benares. He receives from him, and answers 
letters containing a series of complaints against 
Durbedgy Sing, which began in April, and con* 
tinaed to the month of November, without 
making any public communication of them. 
He never laid one word of this correspondence 
before the Council until the 29th of Novem- 
ber, and he had then completely settled the fate 
df this Durbedgy Sing. 

This clandestine correspondence we charge 
against him as an act of rebellion ; for he was 
bound to lay before the Council the whole of 
his correspondence relative to the revenue and 
all the other affau*s of the country. We charge 

it 
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it not only as rebellion against the orders of the 
Company and the laws of the land, but as a 
wicked plot to destroy this man* by depriving 
him of any opportunity of defending himself 
before tlie Council, his lawful judges. I wish to 
impress it strongly on your Lordships' minds, 
that neither the complaints of Mn Markham nor 
the exculpations of Durbedgy Sing were ever 
made known till Mr. Markham was examined in 
this hall. 

The first intimation affi)rded the Council of 
what had been going on at Benares^ from April 
178^1 at which time Mr. Markham says, the 
complaints against Durbedgy Sing had risen to 
serious importance, was in a letter dated the 
S7th of November following. This letter was 
sent to the Council from Nia Serai, in the 
Ganges, where Mr. Hastings had retired for the 
benefit of the air. During the whole time he was 
in Calcutta, it does not appear, upon the records, 
that he had ever held any communication with 
the Council upon the subject The letter is in 
the printed Minutes, page 298, and is as fol- 
lows : " The Governour General — I desire the 
*• Secretary to lay the accompanying letters 
from Mr. Markham before the Board, and 
request that orders may be immediately sent 
** to him concerning the subjects contained in 
'* them. It may be necessary to inform the 

" Board, 



€€ 

it 



€€ 
€$ 

€€ 



€4 
€€ 



€€ 
€€ 



OF WARBKN HASTINGS, ESQ* 22S 

'^ Board, that on repeated information from 
'* Mr. Markham, which indeed was confirmed 
to me beyond a doubt, by other channels, 
and by private assurances which I could 
trust, that the a£&irs of that province were 
likely to fall into the greatest confusion 
** from the misconduct of Baboo Durbedgy 
Sing, whom I had appointed the naib ; fear- 
ing the dangerous consequences of a delay, 
** and being at too great a distance to con- 
** suit the Members of the Board, who I knew 
could repose that confidence in my local 
knowledge as to admit of this occasional 
exercise of my own separate authority, I 
*' wrote to Mr. Markham the letter to which he 
<< alludes, dated the S9th of September last» of 
*^ which I now lay before the Board a copy. 
*^ The first of the accompanying letters from 
^' Mr. Markham, arrived at a time when a se- 
*^ vere return of my late illness obliged me, by 
the advice of my physicians, to leave Calcutta 
for the benefit of the country air, and pre- 
'< vented me from bringing it earlier before the 
" notice of the Board.'* 

I have to remark upon this part of the letter, 
that he claims for himself an exercise of his own 
authority. He had now no delegation, and 
therefore no claim to separate authority. He 
was only a member of the Board : obliged to do 

every 
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every thing according to the decision of the ma- 
jorityi and yet he speaks of his own se[Mu-ate 
authority ; and after complimenting himself, he 
requests its confirmation. The complaints of 
Mr. Markham had been encreasing, growing 
and multiplying upon him, from the month of 
April preceding, and he had never given the 
least intimation of it to the Board until be wrote 
this letter. This was at so late a period that he 
then says, the time won't wait for a remedy. 
I am obliged to use my own separate autliority : 
although he had had abundant time for laying 
the whole matter before the Coundl. 

He next goes on to say, <' It had indeed 
'* been my intention, but for the same cause, to 
^* have requested the instructions of the Board 
'* for the conduct of Mr. Markham, in the di£S- 
'* culties which he had to encounter imme- 
'* diately afler the date of my letter to him ; 
*' and to have recommended the substance of it, 
** for an order to the BoarcL^' He seems to 
have promised Mr. Markham that, if the violent 
act which Mr. Markham proposed, and which 
he Mr. Hastings ordered, was carried into exe- 
cution, an authority should be procured from 
the Board. He however did not get Mr« Mark- 
ham such an authority. Why? Because he 
was resolved, as he has told you, to act by his 
own separate authority ; and because, as he has 

likewise 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. S25 

likewise told you, that be disobeys the orders of 
the Court of Directors, and defies the laws of 
his country, as a signal of his authority. 

Now, what does he recommend to the Board ? 
That it will be pleased to confirm the appoints 
ment which Mr. Markham made in obedience to 
his individual orders as well as the directions 
which he had given him, to exact from Baboo 
Durbedgy Sing, with the utmost rigour, every 
rupee of the collections ; and either to confine 
him at Benares, or send him to Chunar } and 
imprison him there, . until the whole of his ar« 
rears were paid up. Here then, my Lords, you 
have, what plainly appears in every act of 
Mr. Hastings, a feeling of resentment for some 
personal injury. '* I feel myself," says he, 
^' and may be allowed on such an occasion 
*' to acknowledge it, personally hurt at the 
** ingratitude of this man, and the discredit 
** which his ill conduct has thrown on my 
'* appointment of him. The Rajah himself, 
•< scarcely arrived at the verge of manhood, 
'< was in understanding but little advanced be- 
'< yond the term of childhood ; and it had been 
** the policy of Cheit Sing to keep him equally 
'^ secluded from the world and from business." 
This is the character Mr. Hastings gives of a 
man, whom he appointed to govern the country. 
He goes on to say of Durbedgy Sing j — " As 

Vol. XV. Q '* he 
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'< he was allowed a jaghire of a very liberal 
'< amount, to enable him to maintain a state and 
*< consequence suitable both to the relation in 
<* which he stood to the Rajah, and the high 
'< office which had been assigned to him, and 
** sufficient also to free him from the tempta- 
'* tion of little and mean peculations, it is there- 
'^ fore my opinion, and £ recommend that Mr. 
^* Markham be ordered to divest him of his 
** jaghire, and reunite it to the Malguzzary, or 
^* the land paying its revenue, through the 
R^ah, to the Company. 

The opposition made by the Rajah, and 
** the old Rannee, both equally incapable of 
judging for themselves, do certainly originate 
from some secret influence, which ought to be 
checked by a decided and peremptory decla- 
^* ration of the authority of the Board, and a 
*' denunciation of their displeasure at their pre* 
** sumption. If they can be induced to yield 
** the appearance of a cheerful acquiescence in 
'< the new arrangement, and to adopt it as a 
** measure formed with their participation, it 
^* would be better than that it should be done 
<< by a declared act of compulsion, but at all 
*' events it ought to be done/' My Xords, it 
had been already done ; the naib was dismissed ; 
he was imprisoned : his jagJiire was confiscated ; 
all these things were done by Mr. Hastings's 
1 1 orders. 
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orders. He had resolved to take the whole 
upon himsielf ; he had acted upon that resolu- 
lution before he addressed this letter to the 

Board* 

Thus, my Lords, was this unhappy man pvi- 
nished without apy previous trial, or any charges, 
.except the complaints of Mr. Markham, and 
rsome other private information which Mr. Hast- 
ings said he had received. Before the poor 
object of these complaints could m^ke up his 
accounts, before a single step was taken, judi- 
cially or officially, tp convict him of any crime, 
he was sent to prison, and his private estates 
confiscated. 

My Lords, the Commons of Great Britain 
claim from you, that no man shall be imprisoned 
till a regular charge is made against him, and 
the accused fairly heard in his defence. They 
.claim from you, that no man shall be imprisoned 
on a matter of account, until the account is set- 
.tled between the parties. And claiming this, 
we do say, that the Prisoner's conduct towards 
Durbedgy Sing was illegal, unjust, violent and 
oppressive. The imprisonment of this man was 
clearly illegal on the part of Mr. Hastings, as he 
acted without the authority of the Council, and 
doubly oppressive, as the imprisoned man was 
thereby disabled from settling his account with 
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the numberless sub-accountants, whom he had 
to deal with in the collection of the revenue. 

Having now done with these wicked, flagi- 
tious, abandoned and abominable acts, I shall 
proceed to the extraordinary powers given by 
Mr. Hastings to his instrument Mr. Markham, 
who was employed in perpetrating these acts, 
and to the very extraordinary instructions which 
he gave this instrument for his conduct in the 
execution of the power entrusted to him. In a 
letter to Mr. Markham, he says, ** I need not tell 
you, my dear Sir, that I possess a very high 
opinion of your abilities, and that I repose the 
" utmost confidence in your integrity.*' He 
might have had reason for both, but he scarcely 
left to Mr. Markham the use of either. He 
arbitrarily imposed upon him the tasks which he 
wished him to execute, and he engaged to bear 
out his acts by his own power. " From your 
•• long residence at Benares,** says he, " and 
from the part you have had in the business of 
that zemindary, you must certainly best know 
the men who are most capable and deserving 
of publick employment. From among these 
I authorize you to nominate a naib to the 
Rajah, in the room of Durbedgy Sing, whom, 
** on account of his ill conduct, I think it neces- 
sary to dismiss from that office. It will be 

hardly 
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hardly necessary to except Oossaun Sing from 
the description of men to whom I have limited 
your choice, yet it may not be improper to 
apprize you, that I will, on no terms, con- 
sent to his being naib. In forming the 
** arrangements, consequent upon this new ap- 
pointment, I request you will, as far as you 
can with propriety, adopt those which were 
in use during the life of Bulwant Sing ; so 
far, at least, as to have distinct offices for dis- 
tinct purposes, independent of each other, 
and with proper men at the head of each ; so 
that one office may detect or prevent any 
abuses or irregularities in the others, and to* 
gether form a system of reciprocal checks. 
Upon that principle I desire you will in parti- 
cular establish, under whatever names, one 
office of receipts, and another of treasury ; 
the officers of both must be responsible for the 
** truth and regularity of their respective ac* 
*' counts, but not subject in the statement of 
" them, to the controul or interference of the 
** Rajah or naib ; nor should they be removable 
** at pleasure, but for manifest misconduct only. 
" At the head of one or other of these offices 
I could wish to see the late Boxey Rogoober 
Dyall; his conduct in his former office, his 
'^ behaviour on the revolt of Cheit Sing, and 
** particularly at the fall of Bidjigur, together 
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" with hw general character, prove him worthy 
«* of employment, and of the notice of our go- 
•' vernment. It is possible that he may have 
** objections to holding an office under the pre- 
" sent Rajah ; offer him one, however, and let 
" him know that you do so by my directions/' 
He then goes on to say, •* Do not wholly neglect 
*' the Rajah ; consult with him in appearance, 
•* but in appearance only. His situation re- 
'' quires that you should do that much ; but his 
'* youth and inexperience forbid that you should 
" do more.** 

You see, my Lords, he has completely put the 
whole government into the hands of a man, who 
had no name, character or official situation, but 
that of the Company's Resident at that place. 
Let us now see what is the office of a Resident ? 
It is to reside at the court of the native prince, to 
give the Council notice of the transactions that 
are going on there, and to take care that the 
tribute be regularly paid kist by kist ; but we 
have seen that Mr. Markham, the resident at 
Benares, was invested by Mr. Hastings with su- 
preme authority in this unhappy country. He 
was to name whoever he pleased to its govern- 
ment, with the exception of Oossaun Sing, and 
to drive out the person who had possessed it 
under an authority, which could only be revoked 
by the Council. Thus Mr. Hastings delegated 

to 
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to Mr. Markham an authority which he himself 
did not really possess, and which could only be 
legally exercised through the medium of th^ 
Council. 

With respect to Durbedgy Sing, he adds^— 
^* He has dishonoured my choice pf him/' My 
choice of him I '' It now only remains to guar4 
M against the ill effects of his misconduct* to de^ 
'^ tect and punish it. To this end I desire that 
** the officers to be appointed in consequence 
** of these instructions do, with as much accu* 
racy and expedition as possible, make out an 
account of the receipts, disbursements, and 
transactions of Durbedgy Sing, during the 
time he has acted as naib of the zemindary Qf 
Benares ; apd I desire you will, in my name, 
assure him, that unless he pays at the limited 
*• time every rupee of the revenue due to the 
:•• Company, his life shall answer for the default. 
'* I need not caution you to provide against his 
" flight, and the removal of his effects." He here 
says, my Lords, that he will detect and punish 
him ; but the first thing he does, without any 
detection, even before the accounts he talks of 
are made up, and without knowing whether he 
has got the money or not, he declares that he 
will have every rupee paid at the time, or other- 
wise the naib^s life shall pay for it. 
Is this the language of a British governour ; 

Q 4 of 



4€ 



232 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

of a person appointed to govern, by law^ nations 
subject to the dominion and under the protec- 
tion of this kingdom ? Is he to order a man to 
be first imprisoned and deprived of his property; 
then for an inquiry to be made, and to declare, 
during that inquiry, that if every rupee of a pre- 
sumed embezzlement be not paid up, the life 
of his victim shall answer for it? And accord- 
ingly this man's life did answer for it, as I have 
already had occasion to mention to your Lord- 
ships. 

I will now read Mr. Markham's letter to the 
Council, in which he enters into the charges 
against Durbedgy Sing, after this unhappy man 
had been imprisoned. 

Benares 24th of October 1782.- — " I am 
** sorry that my duty obliges me to mention 
'* to your honourable Board, my apprehensions 
^* of a severe loss accruing to the honourable 
Company, if Baboo Durbedgy Sing is con- 
tinued in the naibut during the present year. 
I ground my fears on the knowledge I have 
•* had of his mismanagement j the bad choice 
^* he has made of his aumils ; the mistrust which 
they have of him; and the several com- 
plaints which have been preferred to me, by 
the Ryotts of almost every pergunnah in the 
zemindary. I did not choose to waste the 
time of your honourable Board, in listening 
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*^ to my representations of his inattention to the 
** complaints of oppression, which were made 
" to him by his Ryotts, as I hoped that a letter 
" he received from the honourable Governour 
" General would have had weight sufficient to 
** have made him more regular in his business, 
" and more careful of his son's interest." 

My Lords, think of the condition of your 
government in India ! Here is a Resident at 
Benares exercising power not given to him by 
virtue of his office, but given only by the private 
orders of the Prisoner at your bar. And what 
is it he does ? He says, he did not choose to 
trouble the Council with a particular account of 
his reasons for removing a man who possessed 
an high office under their immediate appoint- 
ment. The Council was not to know them : 
he did not choose to waste the time of their 
honourable Board, in listening to the complaints 
of the people. No; the honourable Board is 
not to have its time wasted in that improper 
manner j therefore, without the least inquiry or 
inquisition, the man must be imprisoned, and 
deprived of his office : he must have all his pro- 
perty confiscated, and be threatened with tht^ 
loss of his life. 

These are crimes, my Lords, for which the 
Commons of Great Britain knock at the breasts 
of your consciences, and call for justice. They 

would 
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would think themselves dishonoured for ever, if 
they had not brought these crimes before your 
Lordships, and with the utmost energy demanded 
your vindictive justice, to the fullest extent in 
which it can be rendered. 

But there are some aggravating circumstances 

in these crimes, which I have not yet stated. It 

appears that this unhappy and injured man was, 

without any solicitation of his own, placed in a 

situation, the duties of which even Mr. Hastings 

considered it impossible for him to execute. 

Instead of supporting him with the countenance 

of the supreme government, Mr. Hastings did 

every thing to lessen his weight, his consequence, 

and authority. And when the business of the 

collection became embarrassed, without any 

fault of his, that has ever yet been proved, 

Mr. Markham instituted an inquiry. . What 

kind of inquiry it was that would or could be 

made, your Lordships will judge. While this 

was going on, Mr. Markham tells you, that in 

consequence of orders which he had received, 

he first put him into a gentle confinement 

Your Lordships know what that confinement 

4Pras ; and you know what it is for a man of his 

rank to be put into any confinement. We have 

shewn he was Uiereby incapable of transacting 

business. His life had been threatened, if he 

should not pay in the balance of his accounts 

within 
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withiD a short limited time; still he was sub* 
jected to confinement while he had money ac- 
counts to settle with the whole country. Could 
a man in gaol, dishonoured and reprobated, take 
effectual means to recover the arrears which he 
was called upon to pay ? Could he, in such a 
situation, recover the money which was unpaid 
to him, in such an extensive district as Benares. 
Yet Mr. Markham tells the Council, he thought 
proper *' that Durbedgy Sing should be put 
*' under a gentle confinement, until I shall re- 
" ceive your honourable Board's orders for 
'^ any future measures/' Thus Mr. Markham, 
without any orders from the Council, assumed 
an authority to do that, which we assert a Resi- 
dent at Benares had no right to do; but to 
which he was instigated by Mr. Hastings's re- 
commendation, that Durbedgy Sing should be 
prevented from flight. 

Now, My Lords, was it to be expected, that 
a man of Durbedgy Sing's rank should suffer 
these hardships and indignities ; and at the same 
time kiss the rod and say, I have deserved it alt ? 
We know, that all mankind revolts at oppres- 
sion, if it be real. We know, that men do not. , 
willingly submit to punishment just or unjust ; 
and we find, that Durbedgy Sing had near rela- 
tives, who used for his relief all the power which 
was left them ; — that of remonstrating with his 

oppressors. 
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oppressors. Two arzees, or petitions, were pre- 
sented to the Council, of which we shall first 
call your Lordship's attention to one from the 
Dowager Princess of Benares, in favour of her 
child and of her family. 

From the Raunee widow of Bulwant Sing, 
received the 15th of December 1782 — " I and 
my children have no hopes but from your 
Highness, and our honour and rank are be- 
** stowed by you. — Mr. Markham, from the 
" advice of my enemies having protected the 
" farmers, would not permit the balances to be 
" collected. Baboo Durbedgy Sing frequently 
" before desired that gentleman to shew his 
** resentment against the people who owed 
balances, that the balances might be collected, 
and to give ease to his mind for the present 
year, conformably to the requests signed by 
the presence, that he might complete the 
Bundobust. But that gentleman would not 
listen to him, and having appointed a Mut- 
" seddy and Taveeldar, employs them in the 
*• collections of the year, and sent two compa- 
nies of Sepoys and arrested Baboo Durbedgy 
Sing upon this charge, that he had secreted 
in his house many lacks of rupees from the 
collections, and he carried the mutseddies 
** and treasurer with their papers to his own 
•* presence. He neither ascertained this matter 
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** by proofs, nor does he complete the ba- 
** lance of the Sircar from the jaidaads of the 
" balances ; right or wrong he is resolved to 
'* destroy our lives. As we have no asylum or 
" hope except from your Highness, and as the 
•• Almighty has formed your mind to be a dis- 
** tributer of justice in these times, I therefore 
" hope from the benignity of your Highness, 
** that you will inquire and do justice in this 
^* matter, and that an Aumeen may be ap- 
*• pointed from the presence, that having dis- 
•* covered the crimes or innocence of Baboo 
" Durbedgy Sing, he may report to the pre- 
'' sence. Further particulars will be made 
" known to your Highness by the arzee of my 
'' son Rajah Mehipnarain Bahader." 

Arzie from Rajah Mehipnarain Bahader, re- 
ceived 15th December 1782. — ** I before this 
'* had the honour of addressing several arzies 
to your presence, but from my unfortunate 
state, not one of them has been perused by 
'* your Highness, that my situation might be 
" fully learnt by you. The case is this, Mr. 
." Markham, from the advice of my enemies, 
" having occasioned several kinds of losses, and 
** given protection to those who owed balances, 
•• prevented the balance from being collected ; 
" for this reason, that the money not being paid 
*• in time, the Baboo might be convicted of in- 

'• ability. 
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" ability. From this reason, aU the owers of 
" balances refused to pay the Malwajib of the 
*^ Sircan Before this, the Baboo had frequently 
'' desired that gentleman to shew his resent- 
ment against the persons who owed the ba- 
lances, that the balances might be paid, and 
that his mind might be at ease for the present 
year, so tliat the bundobust of the present year 
^' might be completed; adding, that if, next 
year, such kinds of injuries, and protection of 
the farmers, were to happen, he should not 
" be able to support it/* 

I am here to remark to your Lordships, that 
the last of these petitions begins by stating, 
'^ I before this have had the honour of j^ddress- 
ing several arzies to your presence ; but from 
my unfortunate state, not one of them has 
been perused by your Highness/' My tords 
if there is any one right secured to the subject, 
it is that of presenting a petition, and having that 
petition noticed. This right grows in import- 
ance, in proportion to the power and despotick 
nature of the governments to which the petitioner 
is subject. For where there is no sort of remedy 
from any fixed laws, nothing remains but com- 
plaint, and prayers, and petitions. This was the 
case in Benares, for Mr. Hastings had destroyed 
every trace of law, leaving only the police .of the 
single city of Benares. Still we find this cpm*- 

plaint. 
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plaint, prayer and petition, was not the first, 
but only one of many, which Mr. Hastings took 
no notice of, entirely despised, and never would 
suffer to be produced to the Council ; which 
never knew any thing, until this bundle of 
papers came before them, of the complaint ^f 
Mr. Markham against Durbedgy Sing, or of 
the complaint of Durbedgy Sing against Mr. 
Markham. 

Observe, my Lords, the person that put Dur- 
bedgy Sing in prison, was Mr. Markham ; while 
the complaint in the arzee is, that Mr. Mark- 
ham was himself the cause of the very failure 
for which he imprisoned him. Now what was 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings, as judge ? He has 
two persons before him ; the one in the osten- 
aible care of the xevenue of the country ; the 
other his own agent, acting under his authority. 
The first is accused by the second, of default in 
his payments : the latter is complained of by the 
former, who says, that the occasion of the ac- 
cusation had been furnished by him the accuser. 
The judge, instead of granting redress, dis- 
misses the complaints against Mr. Markham with 
f eprehension, and sends the complainant to rot 
in prison, without making one inquiry, or giving 
himself the trouble of stating to Mn Markham 
the complaints against bim, and desiring him to 
clear himself from tliem. My Lords, if there 

were 
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were nothing but this to mark the treacherous 
and perfidious nature of his conduct, this would 
be sufficient. 

In this state of things, Mr. Hastings thus 
writes : — " To Mr. Markham. The measures 
^* which you have taken with Baboo Durbedgy 

Sing, are perfectly right and proper, so far as 

they go, and we now direct, that you exact 
" from him, with the utmost rigour, every rupee 
'^ of the collections which it shall appear that 
** he has made, and not brought to account, 
^* and either confine him at Benares, or send him 
** prisoner to Chunar, and keep him in confine- 
*^ ment until he shall have discharged the whole 
^' of the amount due from him." He here 
employs the very person against whom the com- 
plaint is made, to imprison the Complainant. 
He approves the conduct of his agent, without 
having heard his defence, and leaves him at his 
option, to keep his victim a prisoner at Benares, 
or to imprison him in the fortress of Chunar, the 
infernal place to which he sends the persons 
whom he has a mind to extort money from. 

Your Lordships will be curious to know, how 
this debt of Durbedgy Sing stood at the time of 
his imprisonment. I will state the matter to 
your Lordships briefly, and in plain language, 
referring you for the particulars of the account 
to the papers which are in your Minutes. It 

appears 
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appears from them, that towards the end of the 
yearly account in 1782, a kist or payment, of 
eight lacks, (about 80,000/.) the balance of the 
annual tribute, was due. In part of this kist, 
Durbedgy Sing paid two lacks, (20,000/.) Of 
the remaining six lacks, (60,000/.) the outstand- 
ing debts in the country due to the revenue, but 
not collected by the naib, amounted to four 
lacks, (<W),000/.) Thus far the account is not 
controverted by the accusing party; but Mr. 
Markham asserts, that he shall be able to prove 
that the naib had also actually received the other 
two lacks, (20,000/.) ; and consequently was an 
actual defaulter to that amount, and had, upon 
the whole, suffered the annual tribute to fall six 
lacks in arrear. The naib denies the receipt of 
the two lacks just mentioned, and challenges in- 
quiry ; but no inquiries appear to have been 
made, and to this hour Mr. Markham has pro- 
duced no proof of the fact. With respect to the 
arrear of the tribute money which appeared on 
the balance of the whole account, the naib de- 
fended himself by alleging the distresses of the 
country, the diminution of his authority, and 
the want of support from the supreme govern- 
ment, in the collection of the revenues; and he 
asserts, that he has assets sufficient, if time and 
power be allowed him for collecting them, to 
discharge the whole balance due to the Com« 
Vol. XV, R pany. 
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pany. The immediate payment of the whole 
balance was demanded, and Durbedgy Sing, un- 
able to comply with the demand, was sent to pri- 
son. Thus stood the business, when Mr. Mark- 
ham, soon after he had sent the naib to prison, 
quitted the residency ; he was succeeded by Mr. 
Benn, who acted exactly upon the same principle. 
He declares, that the six lacks demanded were 
not demanded upon the principle of its having 
been actually collected by him, but upon the prin- 
ciple of his having agreed to pay it. We have, say 
Mr. Hastings's agents to the naib, we have a 
Jew's bond. If it is in your bond, we will have 
it, or we will have a pound of your flesh } whether 
you have received it or not, is no business of 
ours. About this time some hopes were enter- 
tained by the Resident, that the naib's personal 
exertions in collecting the arrears of the tribute 
might be useful. These hopes procured him a 
short liberation from his confinement. He was 
let out of prison, and appears to have made 
another payment of half a lack of rupees. Still 
the terms of the bond were insisted on, although 
Mr. Hastings had allowed that these terms were 
extravagant, and only one lack and a half of the 
mcmey which had been actually received, re« 
mained unpaid. One would think that common 
charity, that common decency, that common 
regard to the decorum of life, would, under such 
r, circumstances, 
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circumstances, have hindered Mr. Hastings from 
imprisoning him again. But, my Lords, he wa& 
imprisoned again. He continued in prison till 
Mr. Hastings quitted the country; and there 
he soon after died, — a victim to the enormous 
oppression which has been detailed to your 
Lordships. 

It appears that, in the mean time, the Re- 
sidents had been using other means for recover- 
ing the balance due to the Company. The 
family of the Rajah had not been paid one 
shilling of the 60,000/. allowed for their main- 
tenance. They were obliged to mortgage theii 
own hereditary estates for their support, while 
the Residents confiscated all the property of 
Durbedgy Sing. Of the money thus obtained, 
what account has been given ? None, my Lords, 
none. It must, therefore, have been disposed 
of in some abominably corrupt way or other, 
while this miserable victim of Mr. Hastings was 
left to perish in a prison, after he had been 
elevated to the highest rank in the country. 

But, without doubt, they found abundance of 
effects after his death ? No, my Lords, they 
did not find any thing. They ransacked his 
house; they examined all his accounts, every 
paper that he had, in and out of prison. They 
searched and scrutinized every thing. They had 
^yery penny of his fortune, and I believe, though 

R 2 I cannot 
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I cannot with certainty know, that the man died 
insolvent ; and it was not pretended that he had 
ever applied to his own use any part of the 
Company's money. 

Thus Durbedgy Sing is gone ; this tragedy 
is finished ; a second Rajah of Benares has been 
destroyed. I do not speak of that miserable 
puppet, who was said by Mr. Hastings to be in 
a state of childhood when arrived at manhood ; 
but of the person who represented the dignity 
of the family. He is gone ; he is swept away ; 
and in his name, in the name of this devoted 
Durbedgy Sing, in the name of his afflicted 
family, in the name of the people of the country, 
thus oppressed by an usurped authority, in the 
name of all these, respecting whom justice has 
been thus outraged, we call upon your Lordships 
ior justice. 

We are now at the commencement of a new 
order of things. Mr. Markham had been autho- 
rized to appoint whoever he pleased as naib, 
with the exception of Oossaun Sing. He ac- 
cordingly exercises this power, and chooses a 
person called Jagger Deo Sing. From the time 
of the confinement of Durbedgy Sing, to the 
time of this man's being put into the govern- 
ment, in whose hands were the revenues of the 
country ? Mr. Markham himself has told you, 
at your bar, that they were in bis hands : that 

he 
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he was the person who not only named this man, 
but that he had the sole management of the 
revenues ; and he was, of course, answerable 
for them all that time. . The nominal title of 
zemindar was still lefl to the miserable pageant 
who held it ; but even the very name soon fell 
entire!/ out of use. It is in evidence before your 
Lordships, that his name is not even so much as 
mentioned in the proceedings of the govern- 
ment ; and that the person who really governed, 
was not the ostensible Jagger Deo Sing, but 
Mr. Markham. The government, therefore, was 
taken completely and entirely out of the hands 
of the person who had a legal riglit to admi- 
nister it ; out of the hands of his guardians ; 
out of the hands of his mother ; out of the 
hands of his nearest relations ; and in short, of 
all those who, in the common course of things, 
ought to have been entrusted with it. From 
all such persons I say, it was taken, and where, 
my Lords, was it deposited? Why, in the 
hands of a man, of whom we know nothing, 
and of whom we never heard any thing, before 
we heard that Mr. Markham of his own usurped 
authority, authorized by the usurped authority 
of Mr. Hastings, without the least communica- 
tion with the Council, had put him in possession 
of that country. 

Mr. Markham himself, as I have just said, 

R 3 administered 
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administered the revenues alone, without the 
smallest authority for so doing, without the 
least knowledge of the Council, till Jagger Deo 
Sing was appointed Naib. Did he then give up 
his authority i No such thing. All the mea- 
sures of Jagger Deo Sing's government were 
taken with the concurrence and joint manage- 
ment of Mr. Markham. He conducted the 
whole ; the settlements were made, the leases 
and agreements with farmers all regulated by 
him. I need not tell you, I believe, that Jagger 
Deo Sing was not a person of very much autho- 
rity in the case : your Lordships would laugh at 
me, if I said he was. The revenue arrange- 
ments were, I firmly believe, regulated and 
made by Mr. Markham. But whether they 
were or were not, it comes to the same thing. 
If they were improperly made and improperly 
conducted, Mr. Hastings is responsible for the 
whole of the mismanagement, for he gave the 
entire controul to a person who had little ex- 
perience ; who was young in the world ; (and 
this is the excuse I wish to make for a gentle* 
man of that age.) He appointed him, and gave 
him at large a discretionary authority to name 
whom he pleased to be the ostensible Naib, but 
we know, that he took the principal part him* 
self in all his settlements and in all his pro- 
ceedings. 

Soon 
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Soon afler the Naib had been thus appointed 
and instructed by Mr. Markham, he settled, 
under his directions, the administration of the 
country. Mr. Mark ham then desires leave from 
Mr. Hastings to go down to Calcutta. I imagine 
he never returned to Benares; he comes to 
Europej and here end the acts of this viceroy 
and delegate. 

Let us now begin the reign of Mr. Benn and 
Mr. Fowke. These gentlemen had just the 
same power delegated to them that Mr. Mark- 
ham possessed, not one jot less that 1 know of; 
and they were therefore responsible, and ought 
to have been called to an account by Mr. 
Hastings, for every part of their proceedings. 
I will not give you my own account of the reign 
of these gentlemen j but I will read to you 
what Mr. Hastings has thought proper to repre- 
sent the state of the people to be under their 
government. This course will save your Lord- 
ships time and trouble, for it will nearly super^^ 
sede all observations of mine upon the subject. 
I hold in my hand Mr. Hastings's representation 
of the effects produced by a government, which 
was conceived by himself, carried into effect by 
himself, and illegally invested by him with ille- 
gal powers, without any security or responsible 
lity of any kind. Hear, I say, what an account 
Mr. Hastings gave, when he afterwards went up 

R 4* to 
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to Benares upon another wicked project, and 
think what ought to have been his feelings as 
he looked upon the ruin he had occasioned. 
Think of the condition in which he saw Benares 
the first day he entered it. He 'l^n saw it 
beautiful, ornamented, rich; an object, that 
envy would have shed tears over for its pros- 
perity — that humanity would have beheld with 
eyes glistening with joy for the comfort and 
happiness which were there enjoyed by man : — 
a country flourishing in cultivation to such a 
degree, that the soldiers were obliged to march 
in single files through the fields of corn, to avoid 
damaging them ; a country in which Mr. Stables 
has stated, that the villages were thick beyond 
all expression ; a country where the people 
pressed round their sovereign, as Mr. Stables 
also told you, with joy, triumph and satisfaction- 
Such was the country ; and in such a state and 
under such a master was it when he first saw 
it. See what it now is under Warren Hastings ; 
see what it is under the British government ; 
and then judge whether the Commons are or 
are not right in pressing the subject upon your 
Lordships for your decision ; and letting you 
and all this great auditory know, what sort of 
a Criminal you have before you, who has had 
the impudence to represent to your Lordships 
at your bar, that Benares is in a flourishing con- 
dition 
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cTitioni ill defiance of the evidence which we 
tiave under his own hands ; and who, in all the 
false papers that have been circulated to debauch 
the publick opinion, has stated, that we, the 
Commons, have given a false representation as 
Lo the state of the country under the English 
government. 

Lucknow the 2d of April 1784. Addressed 
to the honourable Edward Wheler, Esq. &c. 
Signed Warren Hastings. It is in page S06 of 
the printed Minutes. — ** Gentlemen, — Having 
contrived by making forced stages, while the 
troops of my escort marched at the ordinary 
rate, to make a stay of five days at Benares, 
I was thereby furnished with the means of 
acquiring some knowledge of the state of the 
province which I am anxious to communicate 
to you ; indeed the inquiry, which was in a 
great degree obtruded upon me, affected me 
'• with very mortifying reflections on my own 
*• inabih'ty to apply it to any useful purpose. 
** From the confines of Buxar to Benares I was 
** followed and fatigued by the clamours of the 
** discontented inhabitants. It was what I ex* 
** pected in a degree, because it is rare that the 
^ exercise of authority should prove satisfactory 
to all who are the objects of it. The dis- 
tresses which were produced by the long con- 
continued droughty unavoidably tended to 

" heighten 
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heighten the general discontent ; yet I have 
reason to fear, that the cause existed prin- 
cipally in a defective, if not a corrupt and 
oppressive administration. Of a multitude of 
** petitions which were presented to me, and of 
** which I took minutes, every one that did not 
" relate to a personal grievance, continued the 
" representation of one and the same species 
" of oppression, which is in its nature of an 
" influence most fatal to the future cultivation. 
** The practice to which I allude, is this — it is 
** affirmed, that the aumils and renters exact 
'• from the proprietors of the actual harvest, a 
<< large increase in kind on their stipulated 
" rent, that is from those who hold their pot- 
*' tahs by the tenure of paying one-half of the 
" produce of their crops, either the whole with- 
** out a subterfuge, or a large proportion of it 
•* by false measurement or other pretexts ; and 
*' from those whose engagements are for a fixed 
•* rent in money, the half or a greater propor- 
** tion is taken in kind ; this is in efiect a tax 
•* upon tlie industry of the inhabitants, since 
** there is scarcely a field of grain in the pro- 
'* vince, I might say, not one, which has not 
** been preserved by the incessant labour of tlie 
** cultivator, by digging wells for their supply 
** or watering them from the wells of Marisoniy, 
*^ with which this country abounds, or from the 

neighbouring 
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* neighbouring tanks, rivers, and nullahs. The 

* people who imposed on themselves this 
■* voluntary and extraordinary labour, and not 
^ unattended with expense, did it in the ex- 

* pectation of reaping the profits of it ; and it 
' is as certain that they would not have done 
^ it, if they had known that their rulers, from 

* whom they were entitled to an indemnifica- 

* tion, would take from them what they had 
^ 80 hardly earned ; if the same administration 
''* continues, and the country shall again labour 
'* under a want of the natural rains, every field 
^' will be abandoned, the revenue fail, and 
^* thousands perish through the want of sub- 
** sistence ; for who will labour for the sole 
''* benefit of others and to make himself the 
** subject of vexation ? These practices are not 
'' to be imputed to the aumils employed in 
»• the districts, but to the Naib himself. The 
^* avowed principle on which he acts and which 
'^ be acknowledged to myself, is, that the whole 
'« sum fixed for the revenue of the province 
^* must be collected, and that for this purpose 
** the deficiency arising in places where the 
>« crops have failed or which have been left un- 
^ cultivated, must be supplied from the re- 
'* sources of others where the soil has been 
" better suited to the season, or the industry 
*• of the cultivators more successfully exerted ; 

** a principle 
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*^ a principle which, however specious and plau-* 
"■ sible it may at first appear, certainly tends 
" to the most pernicious and destructive conse* 
*' quences. If this declaration of the naib had 
been made only to myself, I might have 
doubted my construction of it, but it was 
repeated by him to Mr. Anderson, who un- 
derstood it exactly in the same sense. In 
the management of the customs, the conduct 
*' of the naib, or of the officers under him, was 
forced also upon my attention. The exor- 
bitant rates exacted by an arbitrary valuation 
of the goods, the practice of exacting duties 
twice on the same goods, first from the seller 
and afterwards from the buyer ; and the 
vexatious disputes and delays drawn on the 
•* merchants by these oppressions, were loudly 
** complained of; and some instances of this 
'^ kind were said to exist at the very time when 
^* I was in Benares. Under such circumstances 
" we are not to wonder if the merchants of 
•' foreign countries are discouraged from re- 
" sorting to Benares, and if the commerce of 
** that province should annually decay. 

** Other evils or imputed evils have accidentally 
come to my knowledge, which I will not now 
particularize, as I hope that, with the assist- 
** ance of the Resident, they may be in part 
*• corrected; one, however, I must mention, 

" because 
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*• because it has been verified by my own ob- 
'^ servation, and is of that kind which reflects 
'* an unmerited reproach on our general and 
'* national character. When I was at Buxar, 
'• the Resident at my desire enjoined the naib 
•• to appoint creditable people to every town 
•' through which our route lay, to persuade and 
** encourage the inhabitants to remain in their 
houses, promising to give them guards as I 
approached, and they required it for their 
protection ; and that he might perceive how 
earnest I was for his observance of this pre- 
*' caution (which I am certain was faithfully 
delivered) I repeated it to him in person, and 
dismissed him, that he might precede me for 
that purpose ; but to my great disappoint- 
" ment, I found every place through which I 
** passed abandoned ; nor had there been a man 
left in any of them for their protection. 
I am sorry to add, that from Buxar to the op- 
posite boundary, I have seen nothing but the 
traces of complete devastation in every village, 
whether caused by the followers of the troops, 
which have lately passed, for their natural 
*• relief, and I know not whether my own may 
** not have had their share, or from the appre- 
*^ hension of the inhabitants left to themselves, 
** and of themselves deserting their houses. I 
*' wish to acquit my own countrymen of the 
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blame of these unfavourable appearances ; and 
in my own heart I do acquit them : for at one 
encampment, near a large village called Der- 
rara, in the pergunnah of Zemaneea, a crowd 
of people came to me, complaining that their 
*^ former aumil, who was a native of the place, 
** and had long been established in authority 
'* over them, and whose custom it had been, 
whenever any troops passed, to remain in 
person on the spot, for their protection, hav- 
ing been removed, the new aumil, on the 
approach of any military detachment, himself 
first fled from the place, and the inhabitants, 
having no one to whom they could apply for 
redress, or for the representation of their 
grievances, and being thus remediless, fled also; 
so that their houses and effects became a prey 
to any person who chose to plunder them. The 
general conclusion appeared to me an in- 
evitable consequence from such a state of 
facts, and my own senses bore testimony to it 
in this specifick instance ; nor do I know how 
it is possible for any officer commanding a 
military party, how attentive soever he may 
be to the discipline and forbearance of his 
'^ people, to prevent disorders, when there ts 
'' neither opposition to hinder, nor evidence to 
** deter them. These, and many other irregu- 
^ larities, I impute solely to the naib ; and I 

" think 
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** think it my duty to recommend his instant 
<< removal. I would myself have dismissed him, 
had the controul of this province come within 
the line of my powers, and have established 
such regulations and checks as would have 
been most likely to prevent the like irregu- 
** larities. I have said checks, because, unless 
'* there is some visible influence, and a powerful 
** and able one impended over the head of the 
** manager, no system can avail. The next ap- 
** pointed may prove, from some defect, as 
unfit for the office as the present ; for the 
choice is limited to few^ without experience 
to guide it. The first was of my own nomi- 
** nation ; his merits and qualifications stood in 
equal balance with my knowledge of those 
who might have been the candidates for the 
** office : but he was the father of the Rajah, 
** and the affinity sunk the scale wholly in his 
<< favour; for who could be so fit to be entrusted 
** with the charge of his son's interest, and the 
new credit of the rising family ? He deceived 
my expectations. Another was recommended 
by the Resident, and at my instance the 
Board appointed him. This was Jagger Deo 
Sing, the present naib. I knew him not, and 
** the other members of the Board as little. 

" While Mr. Markham remained in office, of 
^* whom, as his immediate patron^ he may have 

" stood 
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** stood in awe, I am told that he restrained his 
natural disposition, which has been described 
to me as rapacious/ unfeeling, haughty, and, 
** to an extreme, vindictive. I cannot avoid re- 
marking, that, excepting the city of Benares 
itself, the province depending upon it is, in 
effect, without a government, the naib ex- 
ercising only a dependant jurisdiction without 
a principal. The Rajah is without authority, 
*^ and even his name disused in the official in- 
*^ struments issued or taken by the manager. 
The representation of his situation shall be 
the subject of another letter; I have made 
this already too long, and shall confine it to 
the single subject for the communication of 
which it was begun. This permit me to re- 
capitulate. The administration of the province 
is misconducted, and the people oppressed; 
trade discouraged, and the revenue, though 
** said to be exceeded in the actual collec- 
^* tions by many lacks, (for I have a minute 
account of it, which states the net amount, 
including jagbires, as something more than 
fifty-one lacks) in danger of a rapid decline, 
from the violent appropriation of its means ; 
the naib or manager is unfit for his office; a new 
manager is required, and a system of official 
control, in a word, a constitution ; for neither 
can the Board extend its superintending 
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•^ powers to a district so remote from its obser- 
'^ vation, nor has it delegated that authority to 
" the Resident, who is merely the representative 
" of government, and the receiver of its revenue 
^* in the last process of it ; nor indeed would 
** it be possible to render him wholly so, for 
" reasons which I may hereafter detail." 

My Lords, you have now heard,— not from 
the managers, — not from records of office, — not 
from witnesses at your bar,— but from the Pri- 
soner himself, the state of the country of Be- 
nares, from the time that Mr. Hastings and his 
delegated residents had taken the management 
of it. My Lords, it is a proof, beyond all other 
proof, of the melancholy state of the country, in 
which, by attempting to exercise usurped and 
arbitrary power, all power and all authority be- 
come extinguished, complete anarchy takes 
place, and nothing of government appears but 
the means of robbing and ravaging, with an utter 
indisposition to take one step for the protection 
of the people. 

T^ink, my Lords, what a triumphal progress 
it was for a British governour, from one ex-^^ 
tremity of the province to the other, (for so he 
has stated it) to be pursued by the cries of an 
oppressed and ruined people, where they dared 
to appear before him ; and when they did not 
dare to appear, flying from every place ; even 

Vol. XV. S the 
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the very magistrates being the first to fly! Think, 
my Lords, that when these unhappy people saw 
the appearance of a British soldier, they, fled as 
from a pestilence; and then think, that these 
were the people who laboured in the manner 
which you have just heard; who dug their own 
wells ; whose country would not produce any 
thing but from the indefatigable industry of its 
inhabitants ; and that such a meritorious, such 
an industrious people, should be subjected to 
such a cursed anarchy, under pretence of re- 
venue; to such a cursed tyranny, under the 
pretence of government ! 

But Jagger Deo Sing was unfit for his office. — 
How dared you to appoint a man unfit for bis 
office ? — O, it signified little, without their hav- 
ing a constitution. — Why did you destroy the 
official constitution that existed before ? How 
dared you to destroy those establishments which 
enabled the people to dig wells and to cultivate 
the country like a garden, and then to leave 
the whole in the hands of your arbitrary and 
wicked residents, and their instruments, chosen 
without the least idea of government, and with- 
out the least idea of protection ? God has 
sometimes converted wickedness into madness ; 
and it is to the credit of human reason, that men 
who are not in some degree mad, are never 
capable of being in the highest degree wicked. 

The 
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le human faculties and reason are in such 
les deranged ; and therefore this man has been 
i^ed by the just vengeance of Providence to 
tke his own madness the discoverer of his own 
ck^d, perfidious and cursed machinations, in 
it devoted country. 

Think, my Lords, of what he says respecting 
5 military. He says, there is no restraining 
;m, that they pillage the country wherever 
ey go. But had not Mr. Hastings himself just 
fore encouraged the military to pillage the 
untry ? Did he not make the people's resist- 
ce, when the soldiers attempted to pillage 
em, one of the crimes of Cheit Sing ? And 
10 would dare to obstruct the military in their 
ominable ravages, when they knew that one of 
e articles of Cheit Sing's impeachment was his 
ving suffered the people of the country, when 
tindered by these wicked soldiers, to return 
jury for injury, and blow for blow ? When 
ey saw, I say, that these were the things for 
rich Cheit Sing was sacrificed, there was ma- 
festly nothing left for them but flight. What! 
r from a Governour General? You would 
:pect he was bearing to the country, upon his 
limy and healing wings, the cure of all its dis- 
ders and of all its distress. No ; they knew 
tA too well ; they knew him to be the destroyer 
'the country; they knew him to be the de- 
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stro}'er of their sovereign, the destroyer of the 
persons whom he had appointed to govern undei 
him J they knew that neither governour, sub- 
governour, nor subject, could enjoy a moment's 
security while he possessed supreme power. This 
was the state of the country ; and this the Com- 
mons of England call upon your Lordships to 
avenge. 

Let us now see what is next done by the 
Prisoner at your bar. He is satisfied with simply 
removing from his office Jaggei Deo Sing, who 
is accused by him of all these corruptions and 
oppressions ; the other poor unfortunate man, 
who was not even accused of malversations in 
such a degree, and against whom not one of the 
accusations of oppression was regularly proved; 
but who had, in Mr. Hastings's eye, the one un- 
pardonable fault of not having been made richer 
by his crimes, was twice imprisoned, and finally 
perished in prison. But we have never heard 
one word of the imprisonment of Jagger Deo 
Sing, who, I believe, after some mock inquiry 
was acquitted. 

Here, my Lords, I must beg you to recollect 
Mr. Hastings's proceeding with Gunga Govin 
Sing : and to contrast his conduct towards these 
two peculators with his proceeding towards Dur- 
bedgy Sing. Such a comparison will let your 
Lordships into the secret of one of the Prisoner's 

motives 
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n)oiives of conduct upon such occasions. When 
you will find a man pillaging and desolating a 
country, in the manner Jagger Deo Sing is de- 
scribed by Mr. Hastings to have done, but who 
takes care to secure to himself the spoil, you will 
likewise find that such a man is safe, secure, un- 
punished. Your Lordships will recollect the 
desolation of Dinagepore. You will recollect 
that the rapacious Gunga Govin Sing, (the coad- 
jutor of Mr, Hastings in peculation), out of 
80,000/. which he had received on the Com- 
pany's account, retained 40,000/. for hrs own user, 
and that instead of being turned out of his em- 
ployment, and treated with rigour and cruelty*, 
he was elevated in Mr. Hastings^s grace and 
favour, and never called upon for the restoration 
of a penny. Observe, my Lords, the diflference 
in his treatment of men who have wealth to pur- 
chase impunity, or who have secrets to reveal, 
and of another who has no such merit, and is 
poor and insolvent. 

We have shewn your Lordships the effects of 
Mr. Hastings's government upon the country 
and its inhabitants ; and although I have before 
suggested to you some of its effects upon the 
army of the Company, I will now call your 
attention to a few other observation^ on that 
subject. Your Lordships will in the first place 
be pleased to attend to • the character which h^ 

s3 give 
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^ives of this army. You have heard what he tells 
you of the $tate of the country in which it was 
stationed, and of the terrour which it struck into 
the inhabitants. The appearance of an English 
soldier was enough to strike the country people 
with affright and dismay. Tl>ey, every where, 
he tells you^ fled before thep, and yet they are 
jthe officers of this very army, who ar^ brought 
l^e as witnesses to Express the gener/ed satisfac- 
tion of the people of India. To be sure a man 
who never calls Englishmen to .an account for. 
any robbery or injury whateyprj who acquits 
then), uppn tl^eir good intention^ without any 
inquiry, will in return for tips indiemnity have 
their good words. We are not surprised to find 
thexp coming with emulation to your bar, to de- 
dare him possessed of all virtues ; and that no 
body has or can have a right tp complain of him. 
But ve, my Lords, protest against these ipdemr 
Dities. We protest against their good wordSf 
We protest against their testimoniab ; and we 
iqsi^t upon your Lordships trying him^ not upon 
what this or that officer says of his good conduct* 
but upon the proved result of the actions tried 
before you. Without ascribing, perhaps, much 
guilt to men who must naturally wish to favour 
the person who covers their excesses, — who 
suffers their fortunes to be made, you will know 
what va,lue tp set upoi^ th^ir testimony.. The 

Commons 
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CommoDs look on those testimonies with the 
greatest sh'ght, and they consider as nothing all 
evidence given by persons, who are interested in 
the very cause j persons who derive their for- 
tunes from the ruin of the very people of the 
country, and who have divided the spoils with 
the man whom we accuse. Undoubtedly these 
officers will give him their good word. Un- 
doubtedly tlie residents will give him their good 
word. Mr. Markham and Mr. Benn, and Mr. 
Fowke, if he had been called ; every servant 6f 
the Company, except some few, will give him 
the same good word, every one of them ; be- 
cause, my Lords, they have made their fortunes 
under him, and their conduct has not been in- 
quired into. 

But to return to the observations we were 
making upon the ruinous effects in general of the 
successive governments which had been esta- 
blished at Benares, by the Prisoner at your bar. 
These effects, he would have you believe, arose 
from the want of a constitution. Why, I again 
ask, did he destroy the constitution, which he 
found established there, or suffer it to be de- 
stroyed? But he had actually authorized Mr. 
Markham to make a new, a regular, an official 
constitution. Did Mr. Markham make it ? No ; 
though he professed to do it, it never was done ; 
and so far from there being any regular, able, 
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efficient constitution, you see there was an ab- 
solute and complete anarchy in the country. 
The native inhabitants, deprived of their ancient 
government, were so far from looking up to their 
new masters for protection, that the moment 
they saw the face of a soldier or of a British 
person in authority they fled in dismay, and 
thought it more eligible to abandon their houses 
to robbery, than to remain exposed to the ty- 
ranny of a British governour. Is this what 
they call British dominion? Will you sanc- 
tion, by your judicial authority, transactions 
done in direct defiance of your legislative au- 
thority? Are they so injuriously mad as to 
suppose your Lordships can be corrupted to 
betray in your judicial capacity, (the most sacred 
of the two) what you have ordained in your 
legislative character ? 

My Lords, I am next to remind you, what this 
man has had the insolence and audacity to state 
at your bar. " In fact," says he, " I can adduce 
\ery many gentlemen now in London, to con- 
firm my assertions^ that the countries of Be- 
nares and Gauzepore, were never, within the 
memory of Englishmen, so well protected, so 
peaceably governed, or more industriously 
'^ cultivated than at the present moment" 

Your Lordships know, that this report of Mr. 
Hastings, which has been read, was made in the 

year 
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ear 1784. Your Lordships know, that no step 
as taken, while Mr. Hastings remained in India, 
>r the regulation and management of the coun- 
y. If there was, let it be shewn. There was 

constitution framed, nor any other means 
iken for the settlement of the country, except 
le appointment of Ajit Sing in the room of 
>urbedgy Sing, to reign like him, and like him 
> be turned out. Mr. Hastings left India, in 
'ebruary 1785 ; he arrived here, as I believe, in 
une or July following. Our proceedings against 
im commenced in the Sessions of I786; and 
liis defence was given, I believe, in the year 
787. Yet, at that time, when he could hardly 
ave received any account from India, he was 
sady he says to produce the evidence (and no 
oubt might have done so) of many gentlemen 
^hose depositions would have directly contra- 
icted what he had himself deposed of the state 

1 which he, so short a time before, had led the 
ountry. Your Lordships cannot suppose that 
; could have recovered its prosperity within that 
me. We know you may destroy that in a day 
rhich will take up years to build. We know a 
yrant can in a moment ruin and oppress, but 
ou cannot restore the dead to life : you cannot 
d a moment restore fields to cultivation : you 
annot, as you please, make the people, in a 
loment restore old or dig new wells ; and yet 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hastings has dared to say to the Commons, 
that he would produce persons to refute the 
account which we had fresh from himself. We 
will, however, undertake to shew you, that the 
direct contrary was the fact 

I will first refer you to Mr. Barlow's account 
of the state of trade. Your Lordships will there 
find a full exposure of the total fiadsehood of the 
Prisoner's assertions. You will fiidd that Mr. 
Hastings himself had been oblijged to give orders 
for the change of almost every od6 of the rego^ 
lations he had made } your Lordships may there 
see the madness and folly of tyranny attempting 
to regulate, trade. In the printed Minuteil, 
page 3830» your Lordships will see how com- 
pletely Mr. Hastings had ruined Uie trade of 
the country. You will find, that wherever he 
pretended to redress the grievances which he 
had occasioned, he did ndt take care to have 
any one part of his pretended redress executed. 
When you consider the anarchy in which he 
states the country through which he passed to 
have been» you may easily conceive, that regular 
tions for the protection of trader without the 
means of enforcing them, must be nugatory. 

Mr. Barlow was sent, in the years I786. and 
1787> to examine into the state of the country. 
He has stated the effect of all those regulations, 
which ^Ir« Hastings has had the assurance to 

represent 
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nepresent here as prodigies of wisdom. At the 
Kery time when our Charge was brought to this 
House, (it is a remarkable period, and we de- 
sire your Lordships to advert to it) at that time 
— I do not know whether it was not on the very 
same day that we broi^ht our Charge to your 
bar, NLr. Duncan was sent by Lord Cornwallis 
to examine into the state of that province. Now 
my Lords, you have Mr. Duncan's report before 
^ou, and you will judge whether or not, by any 
regulation which Mr. Hastings had made, or 
whether, through anjf means used by him, that 
country had recovered, or was recovering. Your 
Lordships will there find o^r proofs of the 
audacious falsehood of his representation, that 
all which he had done had operated on the 
minds of the' inhabitants very greatly in favour 
of British integrity and good government. Mr. 
Duncan's report will not only enable you to 
decide qpop what he has sai4 himself; it will 
litcewise en^Ie you to judge of the credit which 
is due to the gentlemen pow in London, whom 
h^ can produce to confirm his assertions, that 
the country of Benares and Gauzepore were 
never, within the memory of Englishmen, so 
well protected and cultivated s^s at the present 
iqomeq^ 

Instead, therefore, of a speech from me, you 
shall b^ar what the country says itself, by the 

report 
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report of the last commissioner who was sent to 
examine it by Lord Cornwallis. The perfect 
credibility of his testimony, Mr. Hastings has 
established out of Lord Cornwallis's mouth; 
who, being asked the character of Mr. Jonathan 
Duncan, has declared, that there is nothing he 
can report of the state of the country, to which 
you ought not to. give credit. Your Lordships 
will now see how deep- the wounds are which 
tyranny and arbitrary power must make in a 
country where their existence is sufiered ; and 
you will be pleased to observe, that this state- 
ment was made at a time when Mn Hastings 
was amusing us with his account of Benares. 

Extract of die proceedings of the Resident 
at Benares, under date the l6th February 
1788, at the perguunah of Gurrah Dch- 
inah, &c. ; printed Minutes, page S6lO. 

The Resident having arrived in this per- 
gunnah of Gurrah Dehmah, from that of 
Mohammedabad, is very sorry to observe, 
" that it seems about one third at least uncul- 
" tivated, owing to the mismanagement of the 
" few last years. The Rajah however promises, 
that it shall be by next year in a complete 
state of cultivation ; and Tobarck Hossaine, 
" his aumeen, aumil or agent, professes his con- 
^ fidence of the same happy effects, saying, 

« that 
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* that he has ah*eady brought a great proportion 
'• of the land that lay fallow, when he canoe 
'* into the pergunnah in the beginning of tlie 
'* year into cultivation ; and that it being 
^* equally the Rajah's directions, and his own 
'* wish, he does not doubt of being successful 
^* in regard to the remaining part of the waste 
'\ land/' 

Report, dated the 18th of February, at the 
pergunnah of Bulleah. 

** The Resident having come yesterday into 
". this pergunnah, from that of Gurrah Dehmah, 
'' finds its appearance much superior to that 
'* pergunnah, in point of cultivation ; yet it is 
" on the decline so far, that its collectable 
'* jumma will not be so much this year as it 
" was last', notwithstanding all the efforts of 
" Reazel Husn, the agent of Khulb Ali Khan, 
'< who has farmed this pergunnah upon a three 
"year's lease, (of which the present is the last) 
" during which his, that is the head farmer^s 
management cannot be applauded, as the 
funds of the pergunnah are very considerably 
". declined in his hands ; indeed Reazel Husn 
" declares, that this year there was little or no 
" khereof, or first harvest, in the pergunnah ; 
", and that it has been merely by the greatest 
" exertions that he has prevailed on the Ryots 

" to 
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^^ to cultivate the rubby crop which is now on 
'^ the ground, and seems plentiful/' 

Report, dated the 20th of February, at the 
pergunnah of Khereed. 

*^ The Resident, having this day come into 
*^ the pergunnah of Khereed, finds that part of 
'^ it laying between the frontiers of BuUeab, the 
present station, and Bansdeah, (which is one 
of the tuppahs or subdivisions of Khereed) 
exceedingly wasted and uncultivated. The 
'* said tuppah is subfarmed by Gobind Ram, 
from Kulub Ali Bey, and Gobind Ram has 
again under-rented it to the Zemindars." 



it 



(( 
« 



Report dated the 23d February, at the 
pergunnah of Sekunderpoon 

*^ The Resident is set out for Sekunder- 
*' poor, and is sorry to observe, that for about 
*' six or seven coss that he had further to pass 
** through the pergunnah of Kereebs, the whole 
appeared one continued waste as far as the 
eye could reach, on both sides of the road. 
The pergunnah Sekunderpoor, beginning 
^' about a coss before he reached the village, 
an old fort of that name, appeared to a little 
more advantage, but even here the crops 
seem very scanty, and the ground more than 
« half fallow/' 

Extract 
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Extract of the proceedings of the Resident 
at Benares, under date the 26th February, 
at the pergunnah of Sekunderpoor. 

" The Resident now leaves Sekunderpoor to 
'* proceed to Nurgurah, the head Cutcherry of 
** the pergunnah. He is sorry to observe, that 
" during the whole way between these two 
" places, which are at the distance of six coss 
'* or twelve miles from each other, not above 
" twenty fields of cultivated ground are to be 
** seen, all the rest being, as far as the eye can 
reach, except just in the vicinity of Nuggeha, 
one general waste of long grass, with here 
and there some straggling jungly trees. This 
falling off in the cultivation is said to have 
happened in the course of but a few years, 
'* that is, since the late Rajah's expulsion.** 

Your Lordships will observe, the date of the 
ruin of this countiy, is the expulsion of Cheit 
Sing. 

Extract of the proceedings of the Resident 
at Benares, under date the 27th February, 
at the pergunnah Sekunderpoor. 

The Resident meant to have proceeded 
from this place to Cossimabad, but under- 
standing that the village of Ressenda, the 
** capital of the pergunnah of Susknesser, is 
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'' situated at three coss distance, and that many 
" Rhardarry collections are there exacted, the 
^* Zemindars and Ryots being, it seems, all one 
** body of Rajepoots, who affect to hold thera- 
** selves in some sort independent of the Ra- 
** jah's government, paying only a mohurrery or 
** fixed jumma, (which it may be supposed is 
^* not over-rated) and managing tlieir interior 
concerns as they think fit ; the Resident 
thought it proper on this report to deviate 
a little from his intended route, by proceed- 
ing this day to Ressenda, where he accord- 
ingly arrived in the aflernoon ; and the 
remaining part of the country near the road 
through Sekunderpoor, from Nuggurha to 
Seundah, appearing nearly equally waste with 
the former part, as already noticed in the 
proceedings of the 26th instant. 

The Rajah is therefore desired to appoint 
a person to bring those waste lands into cul- 
** tivation, in like manner as he has done in 
'* Khereed, with this difference or addition in 
^< his instructions, that he subjoin in those to 
the Aband Kar or manager of the re-cultiva- 
tion of Sekunderpoor, the rates at which he 
is authorized to grant Pottahs, for the various 
kinds of land ; and it is recommended to him, 
to make these rates even somewhat lower than 
he may himself think strictly conformable to 

** justice, 
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** justice, reporting the particulars to the Re- 
*' sident. 

^^ The Rajah is also desired to prepare and 
'^ transmit a table of similar Rates to the Aband 
** Kar, of pergunnah Khereed. 

" (signed) Jon" Duncan, 
** Benares, " Resident." 

" the 12th September I788. " 

Here your Lordships find, in spite of Mr. 
Hastings himself, in spite of all the testimonies 
which he has called, and of all the other testi- 
monies which he would have called, that his own 
account of the matter is confirmed against his own 
pretended evidence ; you find his own written 
account confirmed in a manner not to be doubted ; 
and the only difference between his account and 
this is, that the people did not fly from Mr. Dun- 
can when he approached, as they fled from Mr. 
Hastings. They did not feel any of that terrour 
at the approach of a person from the beneficent 
government of Lord Cornwallis, with which they 
had been entirely filled at the appearance of the 
Prisoner at your bar. From him they fled in 
dismay. They fled from his very presence as 
from a consuming pestilence, as from something 
far worse than drought and famine ; they fled 
frbm him as a cruel, corrupt, and arbitrary Go- 
VoL. XV. T vernour. 
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vernour, which is worse than any other evil 
that ever afflicted mankind. 

You see, my Lords, in what manner the 
country has been wasted and destroyed; and 
you have seen by the date of these measures, 
that they have happened within a few years, 
namely, since the expulsion of Rajah Cheit 
Sing. There begins the era of calamity. Ask 
yourselves then, whether you will or can coun- 
tenance the acts which led directly and neces- 
sarily to such consequences? Your Lordships 
will mark what it is to oppress and expel a 
cherished individual from his government, and 
finally to subvert it Nothing stands after him ; 
down go all order and authority with him ; ruin 
and desolation fall upon the country.; the fields 
are uncultivated, the wells are dried up« The 
people, says Mr. Duncan, promised indeed, 
some time or other, under soipe other govern- 
ment, to do something. They will again culti- 
vate the lands, when they can get an assurance 
of security. My Lords, judge, I pray you, 
whether the House of Commons, when, they 
had read the account which Mr. Hastings has 
himself given of the dreadful consequences of 
his proceedings, when they had read the ac- 
count given by Mr. Duncan, of an uncultivated 
country as far as the eye could reach, would 

not 
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not have shewn themselves unworthy to repre- 
sent not only the Commons of Great Britain, 
but the meanest village in it, if they had not 
brought this great criminal before you, and 
called upon your Lordships to punish him. This 
ruined country, its desolate fields and its un- 
done inhabitants, all call aloud for British jus- 
tice ; all call for vengeance upon the head of 
this execrable criminal. 

Oh ! but we ought to be tender towards his 
personal character ; extremely cautious in our 
speech ; we ought not to let indignation loose. 
My Lords, we do let our indignation loose. 
We cannot bear with patience, this affliction of 
mankind. We will neither abate our energy, 
relax in our feelings, nor in the expressions 
which those feefings dictate. Nothing but cor- 
ruption like his own could enable any man to 
see such a scene of desolation and ruin unmoved. 
We feel pity for the works of God and man ; 
we feel horrour for the debasement of human 
nature ; and feeling thus, we give a loose to our 
indignation, and call upon your Lordships for 
justice. 

Strange as it may appear to your Lordships, 
there remains to be stated an aggravation of his 
crimes, and of his victims* misery. Would you 
consider it possible, my Lords, that there could be 
an aggravation of such a case as you have heard. 

T « Would 
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Would you think it possible for a people to 
suffer more than the inhabitants of Benares have 
suffered, from the noble possessor of the splendid 
mansion down to the miserable tenants of the 
cottage and the hut? Yes, there is a state of 
misery, a state of degradation far below all that 
you have yet heard. It is, my Lords, that these 
miserable people should come to your Lordships' 
bar, and declare, that they have never felt One 
of those grievances of which they complain ; 
that not one of those petitions, with which they 
pursued Mr. Hastings, had a word of truth in 
it J that they felt nothing under his government 
but ease, tranquillity, joy and happiness ; that 
every day during his government was a festival, 
and every night ati illumination and rejoicing. 
The addresses which contain these expressions 
of satisfaction have been produced at your bar, 
and have been read to your Lordships. You 
must have heard with disgust, at least, these 
flowers of oriental rhetoric, penned at ease by 
dirty hireling moonshys at Calcutta, who make 
these people put their seals, not to declarations 
of their ruin, but to expressions of their satis- 
faction. You have heard what he himself says 
of the country ; you have heard what Mr. 
Duncan says of it ; you have heard the cries oi 
the country itself calling for justice upon him ; 
and now, my Lords, hear what he has made 
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these people say. ^* We have heard that the 
*' gentlemen in England are displeased with 
^* Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he oppressed 
^* us, the inhabitants of this place ; — took our 
'^ money by deceit and force, and ruined the 
" country." They then declare solemnly be- 
fore God, according to their different religions, 
that Mr. Hastings ^^ distributed protection and 
security to religion, and kindness and peace 
to all. He is free," (say they) •* from the 
charge of embezzlement and fraud, and his 
heart is void of covetousness and avidity. 
During the period of his government, no one 
<> ever experienced from him other than pro* 
'^ tection and justice, never having felt hard* 
-^ ships from him ; nor did the poor ever know 
'* the weight of an oppressive hand from him. 
*^ Our characters and reputation have been 
<^ always guarded in quiet from attack, by the 
^< vigilance of his prudence and foresight, and 
** by the terrour of his justice." 

Upon my word, my Lords, the paragraphs 
sure delightful. Observe, in this translation from 
the Persian, there is all the fluency of an English 
paragraph well preserved. A)l I can say is, that 
these people -of Benares feel their joy, comfort 
and satisfaction, in swearing to the falseness of 
Mr. Hastings's representation against himself. 
In spite of his own testimony, they say, '* Ha 
i T 3 ■** secured 
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'^ secured happiness and joy to us. He re-esta* 
*' blished the foundation of justice; and we at 
<< all times during bis government lived in com- 
*' fort and passed our days in peace/' The 
shame of England, and of the English govern- 
ment, is here put upon your Lordships records. 
Here you have, just following that afflicting re- 
port of Mr. Duncan's, and that account of 
Mr. Hastings himself, in which he said the in- 
habitants fled before his face, the addresses of 
these miserable people. He dares to impose 
upon your eye-sight — upon your common sense 
— upon the plain faculties of mankind. He 
dares, in contradiction to all his own assertions, 
to make these people come forward and swear, 
that they have enjoyed nothing but complete 
satisfaction and pleasure, during the whole time 
of his government. 

My Lords, I have done with this business, for 
I have now reached the climax of degradation 
and suffering, after moving step by step through 
the several stages of tyranny and oppression. 
I have done with it, and have only to ask in 
what country do we live, where such a scene can 
by any possibility be offered to the publick 
eye! 

Let us here, my Lords, make a pause. — You 

have seen what Benares was under its native 

government. You have seen the condition in 

4 which 



or WARREH HASTINGS^ ESQ. S79 

vfhich it was left by Cheit Sing, and you have 
seen the state in which Mr. Hastings left it. 
The rankling wounds which he has inflicted 
upon the country, and the degradation to which 
the inhabitants have been subjected have been 
shewn to your Lordships. You have now to 
consider, whether or not you will fortify with 
your sanction, any of the detestable principles 
upon which the Prisoner justifies his enormi- 
ties. 

My Lords, we shall next come to another 
dependent province, when I shall illustrate to 
your Lordships still, further, the effects of Mr. 
Hastings's principles. I allude to the province 
of Oude; a country which, before our acquain- 
tance with it, was in the same happy and flourish- 
ing condition with Benares ; and which dates its 
period of decline and misery from the time of 
our intermeddling with it. The Nabob of Oude 
was reduced, as Cheit Sing was, to be a dependent 
on the Company ; and to be a greater dependent 
than Cheit Sing, because it was reserved in 
Cheit Sing's agreement, that we should not in- 
terfere in his government. We interfered in 
every part of the Nabob's government ; we re- 
duced his authority to nothing ; we introduced 
a perfect scene of anarchy and confusion into 
the country, where there was no authority but 
to rob and destroy. 

T "i I have 
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I have not strength at present to proceed; 
but I hope I shall soon be enabled to do so. 
Your Lordships cannot, I am sure, calculate 
from your own youth and strength ; for I have 
done the best I can, and find myself incapable 
just at this moment of going any further. 

[Adjourned.j 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 5th, 1704. 



FOURTH DAY OF REPLY. 

IR. BURKE.) 
MY LORDS, 

JITHEN I last had the honour of addressing 
^ ^ your Lordships from this place, my want 
r strength obliged me to. conclude where the 
itience of a people, and the prosperity of a 
)untry subjected by solemn treaties to British 
overnment, had concluded. We have left be- 
ind us the inhabitants of Benares ; after having 
^en them driven into rebellion by tyranny and 
ppression, and their country desolated by our 
lisrule. Your Lordships, I am sure, have had 
le map of India before you, and know that the 
ountry so destroyed and so desolated, was about 
ne-fiflh of the size of England and Wales, in 
eographical extent, and equal in population to 
bout a fourth. Upon this scale you will judge 
f the mischief which has been done. 

My 
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My Lords, we are now come to another devoted 
province: we march from desolation to desola- 
tion; because we follow the steps of Warren 
Hastings, Esquire, Governour General of Ben- 
gal. You will here find the range of his atroci- 
ties widely extended } but before I enter into a 
detail of them, I have one reflection to make, 
which I beseech your Lordships to bear in mind 
throughout the whole of this deliberation. It 
is this, you ought never to conclude that a man 
must necessarily be innoxious, because he is, in 
other respects, insignificant. You will see that 
a man, bred in obscure, vulgar, and Ignoble occu- 
pations, and trained in sordid, base and merce- 
nary habits, is not incapable of doing extensive 
mischief, because he is little, and because his 
vices are of a mean nature. My Lords, we havt 
shewn to you already, and we shall demonstrate 
to you more clearly in future, that such minds 
placed in authority can do more mischief to a 
country, can treat all ranks and distinctions with 
more pride, insolence and arrogance, than those 
who have been born under canopies of state and 
swaddled in purple : you will see, that they can 
waste a country more effectually than the 
proudest and most mighty conquerors, who, by 
the greatness of their military talents, have first 
subdued and afterwards plundered nations. 

The Prisoqer's Counsel have thought proper 

to 
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to entertain your Lordships, and to defend their 
client, by comparing him with the men who are 
said to have erected a pyramid of ninety thousand 
human heads. Now, look back, my Lords, to 
Benares; consider the extent of country laid 
waste and desolated, and its immense populatioUt 
and then see whether famine may not destroy as 
well as the sword ; and whether this man is not 
as well entitled to erect his pyramid of ninety 
thousand heads, as any terrifick tyrant of the 
East We follow him now to another theatre, 
the territories o£ the Nabob of Oude. 

My Lords, Oude (together with the additions 
made to it by Sujah Dowlah) in point of geogra- 
phical extent, is about the size of England. 
Sujah Dowlah, who possessed this country as 
Nabob, was a prince of a haughty character ( 
ferocious in a high degree towards his enemietp 
and towards all those who resisted his wilL Ht 
was magnificent in his expenses, yet economical 
with regard to his resources; maintaining his 
court in a pomp and splendour, which is perhaps 
unknown to the sovereigns of Europe. At the 
same time he was such an economist, that from 
an inconsiderable revenue, at the beginning of 
his reign, he was annually enabled to make great 
savings. He thus preserved, towards the end of 
it, his people in peace, tranquillity, and order; 
and though he was an arbitrary prince, he never 

strained 
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strained his revenue to such a degree as to lose 
their affections, while he filled his exchequer. 
Such appears to have been the true character of 
Sujah Dowlah } your Lordships have heard what 
is the character which the Prisoner at your bar 
and his Counsel have thought proper to give 
you of him. 

Surely, my Lords, the situation of the great, 
as well as of the lower ranks in that country, 
must be a subject of melancholy reflection to 
every man. Your Lordships' compassion will, I 
presume, lead you to feel for the lowest; and I 
hope that your sympathetick dignity will' make 
you consider in what manner the princes of this 
country are treated. They have not only been 
treated at your Lordships' bar, with indignity by 
the Prisoner, but his Counsel do not leave their 
ancestors to rest quietly in their graves. They 
have slandered their families, and have gone into 
scandalous history, that has no foundation in 
facts whatever. 

Your Lordships have seen how he attempted 
to slander the ancestors of Cheit Sing, to deny 
that they were 2^mindars; and yet he must have 
known from printed books, taken from the Com- 
pany's records, the utter falsity of his declara- 
tion. You need only look into Mr. Verelst's 
Appendix, and there you will see that that 
country has always been called, the iZemindary 

of 
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of Bulwant Sing. You will find hira always 
called the Zemindar; it was the known acknow- 
ledged namei till this gentleman thought proper 
at the bar of the House of Commons to deny- 
that he was a Zemindar, and to assert that he 
Was only an Aumil. He slanders the pedigree 
of this man as mean and base, yet he was not 
ashamed to take from him 23,000/.; in like 
manner he takes from Azoph ul Dowlah a hun- 
dred thousand pounds, which he would have 
appropriated to himself, and then directs his 
Counsel to rake up the slander of Dow*s History, 
a book of no authority ; a book that no man 
values in any respect or degree. In this book 
they find that romantic, absurd and ridiculous 
story, upon which an honourable Fellow Manager 
of mine, who is much more capable than I am 
of doing justice to the subject, has commented 
with his usual ability, I allude to that story of 
spitting on the beard; the mutual compact to 
poison one another. That Arabian tale, fit only 
to form a ridiculous tragedy, has been gravely 
mentioned to your Lordships, for the purpose of 
slandering the pedigree of this Vizier of Oude^ 
and making him vile in your Lordships' eyes. 
My honourable friend has exposed to you^the 
absurdity of these stories, but he has not shewn 
you the malice of their propagators. The Pri- 
soner, and his Counsel have referred to Dow's 

History, 



286 SP££CH IN THE IMPEACHMSMT 

History, who calls this Nabobs '^ the more io- 
** famous son of an in&mous Persian pedlar." 
They wish that your Lordships should consider 
him as a person vilely born, ignominiously edu- 
cated, and practising a mean trade; in order 
that, when it shall be proved, that he and his 
family were treated with every kind of indignity 
and contempt by the Prisoner at your bar, the 
sympathy of mankind should be weakened. 
Consider, my Lords, the monstrous perfidy and 
ingratitude of this man, who, afler receiving 
great favours from the Nabob, is not satisfied 
with oppressing his offspring, but goes back to 
his ancestors, tears them out of their graves, 
and vilifies them with slanderous aspersions. 
My Lords, the ancestor of Sujah Dowlah was a 
great prince; certainly a subordinate prince, 
because he was a servant of the Great Mogul, 
who was well called. King of Kings, for he had 
in his service persons of high degree. He was 
born in Persia ; but was not, as is falsely said, 
the mare infamous son of an infamous Persian 
pedlar. Your Lordships are not unacquainted 
with the state and history of India } you there- 
fore know that Persia has been the nursery of 
all the Mahometan nobility of India; almost 
every thing in that country which is not of 
Gentoo origin, is of Persian; so much so, that 
the Persian language is the language of the 

court, 
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court, and of every office from the highest to 
the lowest. Among these noble Persians, the 
family of the Nabob stands in the highest degree. 
His father's ancestors were of noble descent, and 
those of his mother, Munny Begum, more emi* 
nently and more illustriously so. This dis- 
tinguished family, on no better authority than 
that of the historian Dow, has been slandered 
by the Prisoner at your bar, in order to destroy 
the character of those whom he had already 
robbed of their substance. Your Lordships will 
have observed with disgust, how the Dows and 
the Hastings, and the whole of that tribe, treat 
their superiors ; in what insolent language they 
speak of them, and with what pride and indignity 
they trample upon the first names and the first 
characters in that devoted country. 

But supposing it perfectly true, that this man 
was ** the more infamous son of an infamous 
Persian pedlar:'' he had risen to be the secondary 
sovereign of that country. He had a revenue 
of three millions six hundred thousand pounds 
sterling; a vast and immense revenue; equal 
perhaps to the clear revenue of the King of 
England. He maintained an army of 120,000 
men. He had a splendid court, and his country 
was prosperous and happy. Such was the situa- 
tion of Sujah Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, and 
such the condition of Oude under his govern- 

ment. 
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ment. With his pedigree, I believe, your Lord- 
ships will think, we have nothing to do in the 
cause now before us. It has been pressed upon 
us ; and this marks the indecency, the rancour, 
the insolence, the pride and tyranny which the 
Dows and the Hastings, and the people of that 
class and character, are in the habit of exercising 
over the great in India. 

My Lords, I shall be saved a great deal of 
trouble in proving to you the flourishing state 
of Oude, b&cause the Prisoner admits it as 
largely as I could wish to state it ; and, what is 
more, he admits too the truth of our statement 
of the condition to which it is now reduced; 
(but I shall not let him off so easily upon this 
point.) He admits too, that it was leA; in this 
reduced and ruined state at the close of his 
administration. In his defence, he attributes 
the whole mischief generally to a faulty system 
of government. My Lords, systems never make 
mankind happy or unhappy, any further than as 
they give occasions for wicked men to exercise 
their own abominable talents, subservient to their 
own more abominable dispositions. The system, 
says Mr. Hastings, was bad ; but I was not the 
maker of it. Your Lordships have seen hira 
apply this mode of reasoning to Benares, and 
you will now see that he applies it to Oude. I 
came, says he, into a bad system j that system 

was 
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ivas not of my making, but I was obliged to act 
according to the spirit of it. 

Now every honest man would say, I came to 
a bad system ; I had every facility of abusing 
tQy power ; I had every temptation to peculate ; 
I had every incitement to oppress ; I had every 
means of concealment, by the defects of the 
system : but I corrected that evil system by the 
goodness of my administration \ by the prudence, 
the energy, the virtue of my conduct. This is 
what all the rest of the world would say : but 
what says Mr. Hastings ? A bad system was 
made to my hands; I had nothing to do in 
making it. I was altogther an involuntary in- 
strument and obliged to execute every evil 
which that system contained. Tliis is the line 
of conduct your Lordships are called to decide 
Upon. And I must here again remind you, that 
we are at an issue of law. Mr. Hastings has 
avowed a certain set of principles, upon which 
be acts; and your Lordshijps are therefore to 
judge whether his acts are justifiable, because 
he found an evil system to act upon'; or whether 
he and all govemours upon earth have not a 
general good system upon which they ought to 
act. 

The Prisoner tells you, my Lords, that it was 
in consequence of this evil system, that the 
Nabob, from being a powerful prince, became 
. Vol. XV. U reduced 
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reduced to a wretched dependent on the Com* 
pany, and subject to all the eviU of ti)at de- 
graded state : — subject to extortion, to indignity, 
to oppresision. All these, your Lordships arci 
called upon to sanction ; and» because they may 
be connected with an existing system, you are 
to declare them to be an allowable part of a 
code for the government of British India* 

In the year 1 775, that powerful, magnificent 
and illustrious Prince Sujah Dowlah, died io 
possession of the country, of Oude. He had 
long governed a happy and contented people, 
and, if we except the portion of tyranny which 
we admit he really, did exercise towards some. 
few individuals, who resisted his power, he was 
a wise and beneficent governour* Thif. prince 
died in the midst of his power and fortune leavi 
ing somewhere about fourscore children. .You? 
Lordships know, that the princes of the East 
have a great number of wives ; and. W0 know 
that these women, though reputed of a second^^X 
rank, are yet of a very high degree» and honour- 
ably maintained according to the custQip3. of .th« 
East. Sujah Dowlah had but.QOe lavf^t "^if^ i 
he had by her but one lawful childi A^Qph 
ul Dowlah. He had about twenty-one ngialj) 
ehildren ; the eldest of whom was ft. prison 
whom you <bave heard of very often, in the^e pro^ 
ceedings,^ called Saadit Ali» AiQph ul Dowlahj 

hieing 
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being the sole legitimate son^ had all the pre- 
tensions to succeed his father as Sabadar of 
Oude, which could belong to any person under 
the Mogul government 

Your Lordships will distinguish between a 
Zemindar, who is a perpetual landholder, the 
hereditary proprietor of an estate ; and a Subadar, 
who derives from his roaster's will and pleasure 
all his employments, and who, instead of having 
the jaghirdars subject to his supposed arbitrary 
will, is himself .a subject, and must have his 
sovereign's patent for his place. Thereforei 
strictly and properly speaking, there is no suc- 
cession in the office of Subadar. At this time 
the Compwy, who alone could obtain the sun- 
puds or patent from the Great Mogul, upon 
account of the power they possessed in India^ 
thought, and thought rightly, that with ai^ 
officer who had no hereditary power, there could 
be no hereditary engagements; and that in their 
treaty with Azoph ul Dowlah, for whom they 
bad procured the sunnud froni the Great Moguls 
they were at liberty 'to. propose their own terms^ 
which» if honourable and mutually advantageous 
to the new Subadar and to the Company, t}\ey had 
t right to insi$t upon. A treaty was therefore 
concluded between the Company and Azoph u\ 
Powlahf in which the latter stipulated to pay a 
fixed subsidy for the. maintenance of a certaiq 

u « number 
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number of troops j by which the Company's 
finances were greatly relieved and their military 
strength greatly increased. 

This treaty did not contain one word which 
could justify any interference in the Nabob's 
government. That evil system, as Mr. Hastings 
calls it, is not even mentioned or alluded to ; nor 
is there, I again say, one word which authorized 
Warren Hastings, or any other person whatever, 
to interfere in the interior afiairs of his country. 
He was legally constituted Viceroy of Oude* 
His dignity of Vizier of the Empire, with all the 
power which that office gave. him, derived from 
and held under the Mogul government, he legally 
possessed ; and this evil system, which Mr. 
Hastings says led him to commit the enormities 
of which you shall hear by and by, was neither 
more nor less than what I have now stated. 

But, my Lords, the Prisoner thinks, that when 
under any pretence any sort of means could be 
furnished, of interfering in the government of 
the country, he has a right to avail himself of 
them ; to use them at his pleasure ; and. to 
govern by his own arbitrary will. The Vizier^ 
he says, by this treaty, was reduced to a state of 
vassalage ; and he makes this curious distinctiotf 
in proof of it. It was, he says, an optional vas^ 
salage, for if he chose to get rid of our troops* 
he might do so and be free; if he had not a 

mind 
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mind to do that and found a benefit in it, then 
he was a vassal. But there is nothing less true. 
Here is a person who keeps a subsidiary body of 
your troops, which he is to pay for you, and in 
consequence of this Mr. Hastings maintains, that 
he becomes a vassal. I shall not dispute whether 
vassalage is optional,, or by force, or in what way 
Mr. Hastings considered this prince as a vassal 
of the Company. Let it be as he pleased. I 
only think it necessary that your Lordsips should 
truly know the actual state of that country, and 
the ground upon which Mr. Hastings stood. 
Your Lordships will find it a fairy land, in which 
there is a perpetual masquerade, where no one 
thing appears as it really is, where the person 
whq seems to have the authority is a slave, while 
the person who seems to be the slave has the 
luthority. In that ambiguous government every 
thing favours fraud ; every thing favours pecu- 
ation ; every thing favours violence j every 
;hing favours concealment. You will, therefore, 
permit me to shew to you what were the prin- 
ciples upon which Mr. Hastings appears, accord- 
ing to the evidence before you, to have acted j 
B^hat the state of the country was, according to 
lis conceptions of it } and then you will see how 
le applied those principles to that state. 

" The means by which our government ac- 

u 3 " quired 
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<< quired this influence/' says Mr. Hastings,*^ and 
*' its right to exercise it, will require a previous 
•* explanation/' He then proceeds, •• With his 
** death (Sujah Dowlah's) a new political system 
*^ commencedi and Mr. Bristow was constituted 
** the instrument of its formatioQ and the trustee 
** for the management of it The Nabob Azoph 
** ul Dowlah was deprived of a large part of his 
<* inheritance } I mean the province of Benares, 
** attached by a very feeble and pr^^rious 
** tenure to our dominions ; the army fixed to t 
permanent station in a remote lineofhisfron* 
tier, with an augmented and perpetual subsidy. 
A new army, amphibiously composed of troops 
in his service and pay, commanded by English 
<* officers of our own nomination, (or the defence 
of his new conquests, and his own naturid 
troops annihilated, or alienated by the in^* 
sufficiency of his revenue for all his disburse* 
ments ; and the prior claims of those which 
*' our authority or influence commanded : in a 
** word, he became a vassal of the government, 
but he still possessed an ostensible sovereignty^ 
His titular rank of Vizier of the Empire ren- 
dered him a conspicuous object of view to all 
'* the states and chiefs of India j and on the mfh 
** deration and justice with which the BritisJi 
•* government in Bengal exercised its iafluence 

*• over 
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^ over hinii many polnU most essential to in 
^ political strength and to the honour of the 
^ British name depended/' 

Your Lfordships see^ that the systeiti, M^hich ii 
supposed to have reduced him to vassalage, did 
not make/ as he contends^ a violent exercise of 
our power necessary or proper; but possessing, 
as the Nabob did, that high nominal dignityf and 
being in that statb of vassalage, as Mr. Hastings 
thought proper ta term it, though there i» wd 
vassalage mentioned in the treaty } being, I say; 
in that situation of honour, credit, and character; 
sovereign of a country as large as England, yield- 
ing an immense revenue and flourishing in trade ; 
certainly our honour depended upon. the use we 
made of that influence whiph our power gave us 
over him ; and we therefore press it upon yout 
Lordships, that the conduct of Mr; Hastings was 
such as dishonoured this nation* 

He proceeds : *' This is not aplaC€^, nor have 
** I room in it to prove what I shall here content 
'* myself with affirming, that by a sacied and un- 
** deviating observance of every principle of 
** public faith, the British dominion might have 
** by this time acquired the means of its exten« 
^ sion^ through a virtual submission to its au- 
^* thority, to every region of Hindostati and 
^< Decan. I am not sure that I should advise 
^* such a design^ were it practicable, which at 

. u4 this 
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*• .this time it certainly is not, and I very much 
^* fear that the limited formation of such equal 
** alliances as might be useful to our present 
<^ condition, and conduce to its improvement, 

V is become liable to almost insurmountable 
<* difficulties ; every power in India must wish 
** for the support of ours, but they all dread the 
** connection. 

^* The subjection of Bengal, and the depri- 
f< vation of the family of Jaffier Ali Khan, 

V though an effect of inevitable necessity, the 
*< present usurpations of the rights of the Nabob 
<' Wallar Jau in the Carnatic, and tlie licentious 
<* violations of the treaty existing between the 
'* Company and the Nabob Nizam ul Dowlah,. 

V though checked by the remedial interposition 

V of this government, stand as terrible precedents 
*^ against us ^ the effects of our connection with 
*' the Nabob Azpph ul Dowlah had a rapid 
^^ tendency to the same consequences, and it has 
** been my invariable study- to prevent it*" 

Your Lordships will remember that the Coud^ 
sel at the bar have said, that they undertook the 
defence of Warren Hastings, not in order td 
defend him, but to rescue the British character 
from the imputations which have been. laid upon 
it by the Commons of Great Britaiu. They have 
9aid, that the Commons of Great Britain have 
slandered their country, andhi^ve misrepresented 

. u 4 its 
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its character; whilct on the contrary, the servants 
of the Company have sustained and maintained 
the dignity of the English character, have kept 
its publick faith inviolate, preserved the people 
from oppression, reconciled every government 
to it in India, and have made every person under 
it prosperous and happy. 

My Lords, you see what this man says himself, 
ivhen endeavouring to prove his own innocence. 
Instead, of proving it by the facts alleged by his 
Counsel, he declares, that, by preserving good 
faith, you might have conqueced India, the most 
glorious conquest that was ever made in the 
world } that all the people want our assistance, 
but dread our connexion. Why ? Because our 
whole conduct has been one perpetual tissue of 
perfidy and breach of faith with every person 
who has been in alliance with us, in any mode 
ifirbatever ; here is the man himself, who says it* 
Can we bear that this man should now stand up 
in this place as the asserter of the honour of the 
JBritish nation against us, who charge this dis- 
honour to have fallen upon us, by him, through 
him, and during his government. 

But all the mischief, he goes on to assert, was 
in the previous system,. in the formation of which 
he had no share *, the system of 177^f when the 
<first treaty with the Nabob was made. '* That 
''* sy stem,". says he» 'Msnot.mine« it wa^ made^ 

"by 
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•« by General Ciaveringi Colonel Monson, and 
** Mr. Francis." So it was, my Lords. It did them 
very great honour ; and I believe it ertx will do 
them honour, in the eyes of the British Mttionr 
that they took an opportunityy witbout tiie vic^ 
tion of faith, without the breach of any one 
treaty, and without injury toany imrwm, to dci 
great and eminent senrices to tbevCompaioy (^but 
Mr. Hastings disclaims it, unneoessarily^^ dis- 
dsSms it, for no one charges hiin wish it. What 
we chai^ him with, isthe abuse of thatsyatem^ 
To one of these abuses I will now o^l yoor Lord« 
ships' attention. Finding, soon after bis appoint^ 
menttothe office of GovemourGenetal, that the 
Nabob was likely to get into debt, he Mmie him 
into a vassal, and resolves totteAt hiffl^asanck 
You will observe that this is not the odty-inilanctt 
in whioh, upon a ftulure of payment^dife deftiiilter 
becomes directly a vassal. You:«eiaembet how 
Purbedgy Sing, the moment ha fell into an bs" 
rear of tribute, became a vassal, and was tfafown 
into prison, without any inquiry jnto the causes 
which occasioned that arrear. With respect to 
the Nabob of Oude^ we assert, and can prove, 
that his revenue was S,600,000/L at the day of 
his Other's death; and if the revraue feU off 
afterwards, there waa abundant reason to believe 
that he possessed in abundanes the meant of pa^ 
iDg tli« Company eftry fartUng. Beibra I quit 

this 
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this subject^ your Lordships will again permit me 
to reprobate the malicious insinuations by which 
Mr. Hastings has thought proper to slander the 
nrtuous persons who are the authors of that 
aystemi which he complains of. They are men 
whose characters this country will ever respect^ 
honour and revere, both the living and the dead ; 
the dead for the living, and the living for the 
dead. They will altogether be revered £Qt 
a conduct honourable and glorious to Great 
Britain ; whilst their names Btand a& they now 
do, unspotted by the least imputation of oppres* 
sion, breach <^ faith, perjury, bribery, or any 
oUier fraud whatever. I know there was a fac*^ 
tion formed against them, upon that very account* 
Be corrupt, you have friends i stem the torrent 
of corruption, you open a thousand venal mouths 
against you* Men resolved to do their duty 
must be content to suffer such opprobrium, and 
I am content ; m the name of the Uving^ and of 
the dead, and in the name of the Common^ I 
glory in our having appointed sonde good ser- 
vants, at least to India. 

But to proceed. *• Tl^is system was not," says 
he, '^ of my making/' You would then na- 
turally imagine that the persons who made this 
abominable system, had also made some tyn^ 
nous use of it. Let us see what uae they made 
of it during the time of their majority in th^ 

' Council. 
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Council. There was an arrear of subsidy due 
from the Nabob. How it came into arrear, we 
shall consider hereafter. The Nabob proposed 
to pay it by taxing the jaghires of his family, 
and taking some money from the Begum. This 
was consented to by Mr. Bristow, at that time 
Resident for the Company in Oude ; and to this 
arrangement Azoph ul Dowlah and. his advisers 
lent a willing ear. What did Mr. Hastings then 
Say of this transaction ? He called it a violent 
assumption of power on the part of the Council. 
He did not, you see, then allow that a bad system 
justified any persons whatever in an abuse of 
it He contended that, it was a violent attack 
upon the rights and property of the parties from 
whom the money was to be taken ; that it had 
no ground or foundation injustice whatever, and 
that it was contrary to every principle of right 
and equity. 

Your Lordships will please to bear in mindy^ 
that aflerwards by his own consent, and the con^ 
sent of the rest of the Council, this business was 
compromised between the son, the mother, and 
their relations. A very great sum of money, 
which was most useful to the Company at that 
period, was raised by a family compact and ar- 
rangement among themselves. This proceeding 
was sanctioned by the Company, Mr. Hastings 
himself consenting ; and a pledge was. given to 
5 the 
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the Begums and family of the Nabob, that this 
should be the last demand made upon them» 
that it should be considered not as taken com<- 
pulsively, but as a friendly and amicable dona*^ 
tion. They never admitted, nor did the Nabob 
ever contend, that he had any right at all to 
take this money from them. At that time, it 
was not Mr. Hastings's opinion, that the badness 
of the system would justify any violence as a 
consequence of it ; and when the advancement 
of the money was agreed to between the parties, 
as a family and amicable compact, he was as 
ready as any body to propose and sanction a 
regular treaty between the parties, that all 
claims on one side, and all kind of uneasiness oif 
the other, should cease for ever, under the guar* 
dianship of British faith. 

Mr. Hastings, as your Lordships remember, 
has conceded that British faith is the support of 
the British Empire ; that if that empire is to bei 
maintained, it is to be maintained by good faith } 
that if it is to be propagated, it is to be pro* 
pagated by publick faith ; and that if the British 
empire falls, it will be through perfidy and 
violence. These are the principles which hd 
assumes when he chooses to reproach others; 
But when he has to defend his own perfidy 
and breaches of fahh, then, as your Lordshipi 
will find set forth in his defence before the Ho.use 
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pf Commons on the Benarea Charge, he denies» 
or at least questions the validity of any treafji 
that can at present be made with India. He de« 
Glares, that he considers all treaties as being 
weakened by a copsiderable degree of doubt 
respecting their validity and their binding force, 
in such a state of things as exists in India. 

Whatever was done during that period of time 
to which I have alluded, by the majority of the 
Council, Mr. Hastings considered himself as 
having nothing to do with, on the plea of his 
being a dissentient member : a principle, which, 
like other principles, I shall take some notice of 
by and by. Colonel Monson and General Cla« 
vering died soon after, and Mr. Hastings ob- 
tained a majority in the Council, and was then, 
as he calls it, restored to his authority ; so that 
any evil that could be done by evil men, under 
that evil system, could have lasted but for a very 
short time indeed, From that moment Mr. 
Hastings, in my opinion, became responsible for 
every act done in Council while he was there, 
ifehich he did not resist ; and for every engage^ 
mept which he did not oppose. For your Lord- 
ships will not bear that miserable jargon, which 
you have, heard, jshameful to office and to official 
authority, that a man, when, he happens not to 
jSnd himself in a: majority upon any measure^ 
may think himself excusable for the total neglect 

of 
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df his duty ; that in such a situation he is not 
faound to propose any thing that it jnight be proper 
to propose, or to. resist any thing that it might be 
fiuroper to resist. What would be the inference 
from such an assumption ? That he can never 
act in a commission i that unless a man has the 
supreme power, he is not respopsible for any 
thing he does or neglects to do. This ia another 
principle which your Lordships will see con* 
atanily asserted, and constantly referred to by 
Mr. Hastings. Now I do contend, that not- 
withstanding his having been in a. minority, if 
there was any thing to be done that could pre^ 
yent oppressive consequences, he was bound to 
do that thing; and that he was bound to. propose 
ixyery possible remedial measure. This proud, 
f ebellious proposition against the law, that any 
one individual in. th^ Council may say that he 
is responsible for nothing, because he is not the 
whole Council, calls for your Lordships' strongest 
reprobatioiu 

; I must now beg leave to obaerve.to you, that 
the treaty was made» (and I wish your Loirdships 
to advert to dates) in the year 177^» Mr. Haat^ 
inga acquired the majority, in sometlung mcHre 
than a year afterwards ; and therefore, suppose 
ing the acts of the former inajority to have been 
ever so iniquitous^ their power lasted but a short 
time. From the year 1776 to 178*^ Mr. Hast^ 
ings had the whole government of Qude in hinb 

self. 
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self, by having the majority in the Council^; 
My Lords, it is no offence» that a Govemour 
General^ or any body else, has the majority in the 
Council. To have the government in himself is 
no offence. Neither was it any offence, if you 
please, that the Nabob was virtually a vassal to 
the Company, as he contends he was ; for the 
question is not what a Governour General may 
do, but what Warren Hastings did do« He 
who has a majority in Council, and records hia 
own acts there, may justify these acts as legal ; 
I mean the mode is legaL But as he executes 
whatever he proposes as Govemour General, 
he is solely responsible for the nature of the acts 
themselves. 

I shall now shew your Liordships, that Mr. 
Hastings, finding, as he states, the Nabob to be 
made, by the treaty in 177^9 eventually a vassal 
to the Company, has thought proper to make 
him a vassal to himself, for his own private pur- 
poses. Your Lordships will see what corrupt 
and iniquitous purposes they were. In the first 
place, in order to annihilate in effect, theCouncilt 
and to take wholly from them their controul in 
the affiiirs of Oude, he suppressed [your Lord- 
ships will find the fact proved in your Minutes,] 
the Persian correspondence, which was the whole 
correspondence of Oude. This whole corres- 
pondence was secreted by him, and kept from 
the Councih It was never communicated to the 

Persian 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. SOS 

Persian translator of the Company, Mr. Cole- 
brooke, who had a salary for executing that 
office. It was secreted and kept in the private 
cabinet of Mr. Hastings ; from the period of 
I78I to 178.5 no part of it was communicated to 
the Council. There is nothing, as your Lord- 
ships have oflen found in this trial, that speaks 
for the man like himself; — there is nothing will 
speak for his conduct like the records of the 
Company. 



tt 
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Fort William, 19th February 1785. 

At a Council ; present, the honourable 
" John Macpherson, Esquire, Governour 
** General, President, and John Stables, 
" Esquire. 

" The Persian translator attending, in obe- 
'* dience to the Board's orders, reports, that 
^« since the end of the year 1781f there; have 
^< been no books of correspondence kept in his 
'* office; because from that time until the late 
'* Governour General's departure, he was em- 
** ployed but once by the Governour General to 
^* manage the correspondence, during a short 
'* visit which Major Davy, the military Persian 
'* interpreter, paid by the Governour's order to 
^* Lucknow. That during that whole period of 
'• three years, he remained entirely ignorant of 
'^ the correspondence! as he was applied to 011 
Vol. XV. X "no 
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^^ no occasion, except for a few papers sometimes 
** sent to him by the secretaries, which he always 
^^ returned to them as soon as translated. 

" The Persian translator has received from 
" Mr. Scott, since tlie late Governour Gene- 
** ral's departure, a trunk containing English 
** drafts and translations, and the Persian ori- 
" ginals of letters and papers, with three books 
*' in the Persian language, containing copies of 
*' letters, written between August 1782 and 
January 1785 ; and if the Board should 
please to order the secretaries of the general 
^^ department, to furnish him with copies of all 
•* translations and drafts recorded in their con- 
sultations, between the 1st of January 1782 
and the 31st of January 1/85, he thinks that 
** he should be able, with what he has found in 
•* Captain Scott's trunk, to make up the cor- 
** respondence for that period. 

** (signed) Edward Cokbrooke^ 

*^ Persian Translator." 

Hear then, my Lords, what becomes o£ the 
records of the Company, which were to be the 
vouchers for every publick act, which were to 
shew whether, in the Company's transactions, 
agreements and treaties with the native powers, 
the publick faith was kept or not. You see 
them all crammed into Mr. Scott's trunk ; a 

trunk 
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trunk into which they put what they please, 
take out what they please, suppress what they 
please, or thrust in whatever will answer their 
purpose. The records of the Governour Gene- 
ral and Council of Bengal are kept in Captain 
Jonathan Scott's trunk ; this trunk is to be con- 
sidered as the real and true channel of intelli- 
gence between the Company and the country 
powers ; but even this channel was not open to 
any member of the Council, except Mr, Has- 
tings ; and when the Council, for the first time, 
daring to think for themselves, call upon the 
Persian translator, he knows nothing about it. 
We find that it is given into the hands of a 
person nominated by Mr. Hastings, Major 
Davy ; what do the Company know of him ? 
Why, he was Mr. Hastings's private secretary. 
In this manner the Council have been anni- 
hilated during all these transactions, and have 
no other knowledge of them than just what 
Mr. Hastings and his trunk-keeper thought 
proper to give them. All then that we know of 
these transactions, is from this mivSerable, im- 
perfect, garbled correspondence. 

But even if these papers contained a full and 
faithful account of the correspondence, what we 
charge is its not being delivered to the Council 
as it occurred from time to time. Mr. Hastings 
kept the whole government of Oude in his own 

X 2 hands. 
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hands, so that the Council had no power of 
judging his acts, of checking, controlling, ad- 
vising or remonstrating. It was totally annihi- 
lated by him ; and we charge, as an act of 
treason and rebellion against the Act of Parlia- 
ment by which he held his office, his depriving 
the Council of their legitimate authority, by 
shutting them out from the knowledge of all 
affairs, except indeed when he thought it expe- 
dient, for his own justification, to have their 
nominal concurrence, or subsequent acquiescence 
in any of his more violent measures. 

Your Lordships see Mr. Hastings's system, a 
sy^em of concealment, a system of turning the 
vassals of the Company into his own vassals, to 
make them contributory not to the Company 
but to himself. He has avowed this system in 
Benares ; he has avowed it in Oude. It was his 
constant practice. Your Lordships see in Oude, 
he kept a correspondence with Mr. Markham for 
years, and did alone all the material acts which 
ought to have been done in Council. He dele- 
gated a power to Mr. Markham, which he had 
not to delegate ; and you will see he has done 
the same in every part of India.. 

We first charge him, not only with acting 
without authority, but with a strong presump- 
tion, founded on his concealment, of intending 
to act mischievously. We next charge his con- 
, cealing 
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cealing and withdrawing correspondence as being 
directly contrary to the orders of the Court of 
Directors, the practice of his office, and the very 
nature and existence of the Council in which he 
was appointed to preside. We charge this as a 
substantive crime, and as the forerunner of the 
oppression, desolation, and ruin of that miserable 
country. 

Mr. Hastings having thus rendered the Council 
blind and ignorant, and consequently fit for sub- 
serviency, what does he next do? I am speaking 
not with regard to the time of his particular acts, 
but with regard to the general spirit of the pro- 
ceedings. He next flies in the face of the Com- 
pany, upon the same principle on which he re- 
moved Mr. Fowke from Benares. " I removed 
" liim on political grounds,** says he, " against 
" the orders of the Court of Directors, because 
** I thought it necessary that the Resident should 
" be a man of my own nomination and confi- 
** dence." At Oude, he proceeds on the same 
principle. Mr. Bristow had been nominated to 
the office of Resident by the Court of Directors. 
Mr. Hastings, by an Act of Parliament, was or- 
dered to obey the Court of Directors. He posi- 
tively refuses to receive Mr. Bristow, for no other 
reason that we know of, but because he was no- 
minated by the Court of Directors ; he defies the 
Court, and declares in effect that they shall not 

X 3 govern 
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govern that province, but that he will govern it 
by a Resident of his own. 

Your Lordships will mark his progress in the 
establishment of that new system, which, he says, 
he had been obliged to adopt by the evil system 
of his predecessors. First, he annihilates the 
Council, formed by an Act of Parliament, and 
by order of the Court of Directors. In the 
second place, he defies the order of the Court, 
who had tlie undoubted nomination of all their 
own servants, and who ordered him, under the 
severest injunction, to appoint Mr.Bristow to the 
office of Resident in Oude. He for some time 
refused to nominate Mr. Bristow to that office ; 
and even when he was forced, against his will, to 
permit him for a while to be there, he sent Mr. 
Middleton and Mr. Johnson, who annihilated Mr. 
Bristow's authority so completely, that no one 
publick act passed through his hands. 

After he had ended this conflict with the 
Directors, and had entirely shook off their 
authority, he resolved that the native powers 
should know that they were not to look to the 
Court of Directors, but to look to his arbitrary 
will in all things ; and therefore, to the astonish- 
ment of the world, and, as if it were, designedly, to 
expose the nakedness of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, to expose the nakedness of the laws of 
Great Britain, and the nakedness of the autho- 
rity 
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rity of the Court of Directors to the country 
powers, he wrote a letter, which your Lordships 
will find in page 795 of the printed Minutes. 
In this letter, the secret of his government is 
discovered to the country powers. They are 
given to understand, that whatever exaction, 
whatever oppression or ruin they may suffer, 
they are to look no where for relief, but to him. 
Not to the Council, not to the Court of Di- 
rectors, not to the sovereign authority of Great 
Britain, but to him and him only. 

Before we proceed to this letter, we will first 
read to you the Minute of Council, by which he 
dismissed Mr. Bristow, upon a former occasion, 
(it is in page 507, of the printed Minutes), that 
your Lordships may see his audacious defiance of 
the laws of the country. We wish, I say, before 
we shew you the horrible and fatal effects of this 
his defiance, to impress continually upon your 
LfOrdships' minds, that this man is to be tried by 
the laws of the country ; and that it is not in his 
power to annihilate their authority, and the au- 
thority of his masters. We insist upon it, that 
every man under the authority of this country, 
is bound to obey its laws. This Minute relates 
to his first removal of Mr. Bristow ; 1 read it in 
order to shew, that he dared to defy the Court of 
Directors, so early as the year 177fJ. ** Resolved, 
" that Mr. John Bristow be re-called to the 

X 1 ** presidency 
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•* presidency, from the Court of the Nabob of 
'* Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be 
restored to the appointment of Resident at 
that Court, subject to the orders and au- 
thority of the Governour General and Council, 
conformably to the motion of the Governour 
" General." I will next read to your Lord- 
ships, the Orders of the Directors for his re- 
instatement, on the 4th of July 1777. " Upon 
the most careful perusal of your proceedings, 
upon the 2d of December 1776f relative to 
** the re call of Mr. Bristow from the Court of 
the Nabob of Oude, and the appointment of 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to that station ; we 
must declare our strongest disapprobation of 
" the whole of that transaction. We observe, 
" that the Governour General's motion for the 
re-call of Mr. Bristow, includes that for the 
restoration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton ; but 
as neither of those measures appear to us ne- 
cessary or even justifiable, they cannot receive 
our approbation. 

Witli respect to Mr. Bristow, we find no 
shadow of charge against him ; it appears that 
he has executed his trust to the entire satis- 
faction, even of those members of the Council 
** who did not concur in his appointment. You 
** have unanimously recommended him to our 
•* notice - attention to your recommendation 

" has 
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** has induced us to afford him marks of our 
favour, and to re-annex the emoluments 
affixed by you to his^appointmenti which had 
been discontinued by our order ; and as we 
must be of opinion, that a person of acknow- 
ledged abilities, whose conduct has thus 
gained him the esteem of his superiors, ought 
not to be degraded without just cause, we do 
not hesitate to interpose in his behalf; and 
•* therefore direct, that Mr. Bristow do forthwith 
•* return to his station of Resident at Oude, 
•* from which he has been so improperly re- 
" moved.*' 

Upon the receipt of these orders, by 
the Council, Mr. Francis, then a member of the 
Council, moves, *^ That in obedience to the 
Company's orders, Mr. Bristow be forthwith 
appointed and directed to return to his station 
«* of Resident at Oude ; and that Mr. Purling 
** be ordered to deliver over charge of the office 
** to Mr. Bristow immediately on his arrival, and 
" return himself forthwith to the Presidency. 
** Also that the Governour General be requested 
" to furnish Mr. Bristow with the usual letter of 
*• credence to the Nabob Vizier.'* 

Upon this motion being made, Mr. Hastings 
entered the following Minute. "I will ask, 
" Who is Mr. Bristov/, that a member of the 
•* administration should at such a lime hold him 

*• forth 
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** forth as an instrument for the degradation of 
** the first executive member of this government. 
*< What are the professed objects of his appoint- 
*< ment ? What are the merits and services, or 
** what the qualifications which entitle him to 
** such an uncommon distinction ? Is it for his 
superior integrity or from his eminent abilities, 
that he is to be dignified at such hazards of 
every consideration, that ought to influence 
** members of this administration? Of the 
*^ former, I know no proofs ; I am sure that it 
** is not an evidence of it, that he has been en- 
*^ abled to make himself the principal in such a 
** competition ; and for the test of his abilities, 
^* I appeal to the letter which he has dared to 
^* write to this Board, and which I am ashamed 
** to say, we have suffered. I desire that a copy 
^ of it may be inserted in this day's proceedings, 
" that it may stand before the eyes of every 
** Member of the Board, when he shall give his 
'^ vote upon a question for giving their confi- 
dence to a man, their servant, who has pub- 
lickly insulted them his masters, and the mem- 
'* bers of the government, to whom he owes his 
** obedience ; who assuming an association with 
" the Court of Directors, and erecting himself 
" into a tribunal, has arraigned them for dis- 
•• obedience of orders, passed judgment upon 
" them, and condemned or acquitted them as 

" their 
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** their magistrate and superior. Let the Board 
'^ consider, whether a man possessed of so inde- 
** pendent a spirit, who has already shewn such 
'^ a contempt of their authority, who has shewn 
" himself so wretched an advocate for his own 
** cause and negotiator for his own interest, is fit 
" to be trusted with the guardianship of their 
*' honour, the execution of their measures, and 
*^ as their confidential manager and negotiator 
** with the princes of India.*' 

My Lords, you here see an instance of what 
I have before stated to your Lordships, and what 
I shall take the liberty of recommending to your 
constant consideration. You see that a tyrant 
and a rebel is one and the same thing. You see 
this man, at the very time that he is a direct 
rebel to the Company, arbitrarily and tyran* 
nically displacing Mr. Bristow, although he had 
previously joined in the approbation of his con- 
duct, and in voting him a pecuniary reward 
He is ordered by the Court of Directors to re- 
store that person, who desires, in a suppliant, 
decent, proper tone, that the Company's orders 
should produce their effect, and that the Council 
would have the goodness to restore him to his 
situation. 

My Lords, you have seen the audacious in- 
solence, the tyrannical pride, with which he dares 
to treat this order. You have seen the recorded 

Minute, 
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Minute, which he has dared to send to the Court 
of Directors ; and in this you see that when he 
cannot directly asperse a man's conduct, and has 
nothing to say against it, he maliciously, I should 
perhaps rather say enviously, insinuates that he 
had unjustly made his fortune. " You are,** 
says he *^ to judge from the independence of bis 
** manner and style, whether he could or no have 
** got that without some unjust means.** God 
forbid I should ever be able to invent any thing 
that can equal the impudence of what this man 
dares to write to his superiors, or the insolent 
style in which he dares to treat persons who are 
not his servants. 

Who made the servants of the Company the 
master of the servants of the Company ? The 
Court of Directors are their fellow servants; 
they are all the servants of this kingdom. Still 
the claim of a fellow servant to hold an office, 
which the Court of Directors had legally ap- 
pointed him to, is considered by this audacious 
tyrant as an insult to him. By this you may 
judge how he treats not only the servants of the 
Company, but the natives of the country, and by 
what means he has brought them into that abject 
state of servitude, in which they are ready to do 
any thing he wishes, and to sign any thing he 
dictates. I must again beg your Lordships to 
remark, what this man has had the folly and im- 

pudence 
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piidence to place upon the records of the Council, 
of which he was president ; and I will venture to 
assert, that so extraordinary a performance never 
before appeared on the records of any court, 
Eastern or European. Because Mr. Bristow 
claims an office, which is his right and his free- 
hold as long as the Company chooses, Mr. Hast- 
ings accuses him of being an accomplice with the 
Court of Directors in a conspiracy against him ; 
and because, after long delays, he had presented 
an humble petition to have the Court of Directors* 
orders in his favour carried into execution, " he 
says, he has erected himself into a tribunal of 
justice ; that he has arraigned the Council for 
disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon 
them, and condemned or acquitted them as 
their magistrate and superior." 
Let us suppose His Majesty to have been 
pleased to appoint any one to an office in the gift 
of the Crown, what should we think of the person 
whose business it was to execute the King's 
commands, if he should say to the person ap- 
pointed, when he claimed his office. You shall 
not have it, you assume to be my superior, and 
you disgrace and dishonour me. Good God ! my 
Lords, where was this language learned ; in 
what country, and in what barbarous nation of 
Hottentots was this jargon picked up ? For there 
is no Eastern court that I ever heard of (and I 

believe 
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believe I have been as conversant with the man- 
ners and customs of the East as most persons 
whose, business has not directly led them into 
that country), where such conduct would have 
been tolerated. A Bashaw, if he should be or- 
dered by the Grand Seignor to invest another 
with his office, puts the letter upon his head, and 
obedience immediately follows. 

But the obedience of a barbarous magistrate 
should not be compared to the obedience which 
a British subject owes to the laws of his country. 
Mr. Hastings receives an order, which he should 
have instantly obeyed. He is reminded of this 
by the person, who suffers from his disobedience; 
and this proves that person to be possessed of too 
independent a spirit. Aye, my Lords, here is 
the grievance — no man can dare shew in India 
an independent spirit. It is this, and not his 
having shewn such a contempt of their authority, 
not his having shewn himself so wretched an 
advocate for his own cause, and so bad a nego- 
tiator for his own interest, that makes him unfit 
to be trusted with the guardianship of their 
honour^ the execution of their measures, and to 
be their confidential manager and negotiator with 
the princes of India. 

But, my Lords, what is this want of skill, 
which Mr. Bristow has shewn in negotiating his 
own affairs. Mr. Hastings will inform us. He 

should 



k 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 319 

should have pocketed the letter of the Court of 
Directors ; he should never have made the least 
mention of it; he should have come to my Banyan 
Cantoo Baboo ; he should have offered him a 
bribe upon the occasion. That would have been 
the way to succeed with me, who am a publick 
spirited taker of bribes and nuzzeers. But this 
base fool — this man, who is but a vile negotiator 
for his own interest, has dared to accept the 
patronage of the Court of Directors. He should 
have secured the protection of Cantoo Baboo 
their more efficient rival. This would have been 
the skilful mode of doing the business. But 
this man, it seems had not only shewn himself an 
unskilful negotiator ; — he had likewise afforded 
evidence of his want of integrity. And what is 
this evidence ? His having " enabled himself 
" to become the principal in such a competition.** 
That is to say, he had, by his meritorious con* 
duct in the service of his masters the Directors^ 
obtained their approbation and favour, Mr. 
Hastings then contemptuously adds, ** and for 
" the test of his abilities, I appeal to the letter 
" which he has dared to write to the Board, and 
" which I am ashamed to say, we have suffered.** 
Whatever that letter may be, I will venture to 
say there is not a word or syllable in it that 
tastes of such insolence and arbitrariness, with 
regard to the servants of the Company, his fellow 

servants j 
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servants ; of such audacious rebellion, with re- 
gard to the laws of his country, as are contained 
in this Minute of Mr. Hastings. 

But, my Lords, why did he choose to have 
Mr. Middleton appointed Revsident? Your Lord- 
ships have not seen Mr. Bristow. You have 
only heard of him as a humble suppliant, to have 
the orders of the Company obeyed : but you have 
seen Mr. Middleton. You know that Mr. Mid- 
dleton is a good man to keep a secret : I describe 
him no further. You know what qualifications 
Mr. Hastings requires in a favourite ; you also 
know why he was turned out of his employment, 
with the approbation of the Court of Directors ; 
that it was principally because, when Resident in 
Oude, he positively, audaciously and rebelhously 
refused to lay before the Council the corre- 
spondence with the country powers. He says he 
gave it up to Mr. Hastings ; whether he has or 
has not destroyed it we know not ; all we know 
of it is that it is not found to this hour. We 
cannot even find Mr. Middleton*s trunk, though 
Mr. Jonathan Scott did at last produce his. 
The whole of the Persian correspondence, during 
Mr. Middleton's residence, was refused, as I have 
said, to the Board at Calcutta and to the Court 
of Directors; was refused to the legal authorities; 
and Mr. Middleton, for that very refusal, was 
again appointed by Mr. Hastings to supersede 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bristow, removed without a pretence of 
offence; he received, I say, this appointment 
from Mr. Hastings, as a reward for that servile 
compliance, by which he dissolved every tie 
between himself and his lefal masters. 

The matter being now brought to a simple 
issue, whether the Governour General is or is 
not bound to obey his superiors ? I shall here 
leave it with your Lordships, and I have only to 
beg your Lordships will remark the course of 
events as they follow each other; keeping in 
mind that the Prisoner at your bar declared Mr. 
Bristow to be a man of suspected integrity, on 
account of his independence, and deficient in 
ability, because he did not know how best to 
promote his own interest. 

I must here state to your Lordships, that it was 
the duty of the Resident to transact the money 
concerns of the Company, as well as its political 
negotiations ; you will now see how Mr. Hastings 
divided that duty, after he became apprehensive 
that the Court of Directors might be inclined 
to assert their own authority, and to assert it in a 
proper manner, which they so rarely did. When, 
therefore, his passion had cooled, when his re- 
sentment of those violent indignities, which bad 
been offered to him, namely, the indignity of 
being put in mind, that he had any superior 

Vol. XV. Y under 
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under heaven (for I know of no other) he adopts 
the expedient of dividing the Residency into two 
offices; he makes a fair compromise between 
himself and the Directors. He appoints Mr. 
Middieton to the nftnagement of the money 
concerns, and Mr. Bristow to that of the political 
affairs. Your Lordships see, that Mr. BristoWf 
upon Wliom he had fixed the disqualification for 
political affairs, was the very person appointed to 
that department; and to Mr. Middieton, the 
man of his confidence, he gives the management 
of the money transactions. He discovers plainly 
where his heart was ; for where your treasure is 
there will your heart be also. This private 
agent, this stifier of correspondence, a man whose 
costive retention discovers no secret committed 
to him, and whose slippery memory is subject to 
a diarrhoea, which permits every thing he did 
know to escape ; this very man he places in a 
situation where his talents could only be useful 
for concealment, and where concealment could 
only be used to cover fraud j while Mr. Bristow, 
who was by his official engagement responsible 
to the Company for fair and clear accounts, waa 
appointed superintendent of political afiairs, an 
office) for which Mr. Hastings declared he was 
totally unfit 

My Lords^ you will judge of the design^ which 

the 
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the Prisoner had in contemplation, when he 
dared to commit this act of rebellion against the 
Company ; you will see that it could not have 
been any other than getting the money transac- 
tions of Oude into his own hands. The pre- 
sumption of a corrupt motive is here as strong 
as, I believe, it possibly can be. 

The next point to which I have to direct your 
Lordships* attention, is that part of the Prisoner's 
conduct in this matter, by which he exposed the 
nakedness of the Company's authority to the 
native powers. You would imagine that afler 
the first dismissal of Mr. Bristow, Mr. Hastings 
would have done with him for ever, that nothing 
could have induced him again to bring forward 
a man, who had dared to insult him, a man who 
had shewn an independent spirit, a man who had 
dishonoured the Council, and insulted his mas- 
ters, a man of doubtful integrity, and convicted 
unfitness for office^ But, my Lords, in the face 
of all this, he afterwards sends this very man, 
with undivided authority, into the country as 
sole Resident: and now, your Lordships shall 
hear, in what manner he accounts for this ap- 
pointment to Gobind Ram, the Vakeel or Am- 
bassador of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah, at 
Calcutta. It is in page 795 of the printed 
Minutes* 

Y 2 ExtravJt 
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Extract of an arzee, sent by Rajah Gobind 
Ram to the Vizier, by the Governour 
General's directions, and written the 27th 
of August 1782. 

" This day the Governour General sent for 
** me in private ; after recapitulating the va- 
'• rious informations he had received respecting 
'* the anarchy and confusion, said to reign 
** throughout your Highnesses country ; and 

complains that neither your Highness or 

Hyder Beg Khan, or Mr. Middleton, or Mr. 
" Johnson, ever wrote to him on the state of 
" your af£iirs, or if he ever received a letter 
** from your presence, it always contained asser- 
" tions contrary to the above informations ; the; 
" Governour General proceeded as follows : — 
" That it was his intention to have appointed 
** Mr. David Anderson to attend upon your 
" Highness, but that he was still with Scindia, 
'* and there was no prospect of his speedy re- 
•* turn from his camp ; therefore it was now hi3 
•^ wish to appoint Mr. John Bristow, who was 

well experienced in business, to Lucknow. 

That when Mr. Bristow formerly held the 
" office of Resident there, he was not appointed 
" by him ; and that notwithstanding he had not 
^* shewn any instances of disobedience, yet he 
" had deemed it necessary to recall him, be- 

" Cause 
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cause he had been patronized and appointed 
by gentlemen, who were in opposition to him, 
and had counteracted and thwarted all his 
measures ; that this had been his reason for re- 
calling Mr. Bristow. That since Mr. Francis's 
return to Europe, and the arrival of informa- 
tion there of the deaths of the other gentle- 
men, the King and the Company had declared 
their approbation of his (the Governour Ge- 
neral's) conduct, and had conferred upon him 
the most ample powers ; that they had sent 
out Mr. Macpherson, who was his old and par- 
ticular friend ; and that Mr. Stables, that was 
on his way here as a Member of the Supreme 
Council, was also his particular friend ; that 
Mr. Wheler had received letters from Europe, 
informing him that the Members of the Coun- 
cil were enjoined all of them to co-operate 
and act in conjunction with him, in every 
measure which should be agreeable to him ; 
and that there was no onei in Council now, 
who was not united with him, and conse- 
quently that his authority was perfect and 
complete ; that Mr. Bristow, as it was 
known to me, had returned to Europe ; but 
that during his stay there he had never said 
any thing disrespectful of him or endeavoured 
to injure him ; on the contrary, he had re- 
ceived accounts from Europe, that Mr. Bris- 
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'* tow liad spoken much in his praise ; so that 
Mr. Bristow's friends had become his friends ; 
that Mr. Bristow had lately been introduced 
to him by Mr. Macpherson^ had explained 
** his past conduct perfectly to his satisfaction, 
*^ and had requested from him the appointment 
*^ to Lucknow ; and had declared^ in the event 
of his obtaining the appointment, that he 
should shew every mark of attention and obe-* 
dience to the pleasure of your Highness, and 
** his the Governour's ; saying that your High- 
*^ ness was well pleased with him, and that he 
** knew what you had written formerly, was at 
the instigation of Mn Middleton ; that in 
consequence of the foregoing^ he the Go- 
vernour had determined to have appointed 
Mr. Bristow to Lucknow, but had postponed 
his dismission to his office, for the following 
" reasons (videlicet), people at Lucknow might 
think, that Mr. Bristow had obtained his ap- 
pointment in consequence of orders from 
Europe, and contrary to the Govemour's in- 
" clination ; but as the contrary was the case, 
" and as he now considered Mr. Bristow as the 
" object of his own particular patronage, there- 
** fore he directed me to forward Mr. Bristow's 
*• arzee to the presence; and that it was the Go- 
*• vernour's wish that your Highness, on the 
•* receipt thereof, would write a letter to bira, 
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and, as from yourself, request of him that Mr. 
Bristow may be appointed to Lucknow, and 
that you would write an answer to this arzee, 
expressive of your personal satisfaction on the 
subject; the Governour concluded with in- 
junctions, that until the arrival of your High- 
nesses letter, requesting the appointment of 
Mr. Bristow, and your answer to this arzee, 
that I should keep the particulars of this 
conversation a profound secret, for that the 
communication of it to any person whatever, 
would not only cause his displeasure, but 
would throw affairs at Lucknow into great con- 
fusion. The preceding is the substance of 
the Governour's directions to me ; he after- 
wards went to Mr. Macpherson's and I at- 
tended him, Mr. Bristow was there ; the 
Governour took Mr. Bristow's arzee from his 
hand and delivered it into mine, and thence 
proceeded to Council ; Mr. Bristow's arzee, 
and the following particulars, I transmit and 
communicate by the Governour's directions j 
and I request that I may be favoured with the 
answer to the arzee, and the letter to the 
Governour, as soon as possible, as his in-^ 
junctions to me were very particular on the 
subject." 



My Lords, I have to observe upon this very 
extraordinary transaction, that you will see many 

Y 4 things 
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things in this letter that are curious, and worthy 
of being taken out of that abyss of secrets, Mr. 
Scott's trunk, in which this arzee was found. 
It contains, as far as the Prisoner thinks proper 
to reveal it, the true secret of the transaction. 
He confesses, first, the state of the Vizier's 
country, as communicated to him in various ac- 
counts of the anarchy and confusion said to. reign 
throughout his territories. This was in the year 
1782, during the time that the Oude correspon- 
dence was not communicated to the Council. 

He next stated, that neither the Vizier nor 
his minister, nor Mr. Middleton nor Mr. John- 
son, ever wrote to him on the state of affairs. 
Here then are three or four persons all nomi- 
nated by himself, every one of them supposed to 
be in his strictest confidence ; the Nabob and 
his vassal Hyder Beg Khan being, as we shall 
shew afterwards,, entirely his dependents, and yet 
Mr. Hastings declares, that not one of them had 
done their duty, or had written him one word con- 
cerning the state of the country, and the anarchy 
and confusion that prevailed in it; and that when 
the Nabob did write, his assertions were contrary 
to the real state of things. Now this irregular 
correspondence, which he carried on at Luck- 
now, and which gave him, as he pretends, this 
contradictory information, was, as your Lord- 
ships will see, nothing more or less than a com- 
plete fraud. 

Your 
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• Your Lordships will next observe, that he tells 
the Vakeel his reason for turning him out was, 
that he had been patronized by other gentlemen. 
This was true ; but they had a right to patronize 
him, and they did not patronize him from pri- 
vate motives, but in direct obedience to the 
order of the Court of Directors. He then adds 
the assurance which he had received from Mr* 
Bristow, that he would be perfectly obedient to 
him, Mr. Hastings, in future ; and he goes on 
to tell the Vakeel, that he knew the Vizier was 
once well pleased with him (Mr. Bristow) and 
that his formal complaints Against him were 
written at the instigation of Mr. Middleton. 

Here is another discovery, my Lords. When 
he re-called Mr. Bristow, he did it under the 
pretence of its being desired by the Nabob of 
Oude ; and that consequently he would not keep 
at the Nabob's court a man that was disagree- 
able to him. Yet when the thing comes to be 
opened, it appears that Mr. Middleton had made 
the Nabob, unwillingly, write a false letter. 
This subornation of falsehood appears also to 
have been known to Mr. Hastings. Did he, either 
as the natural guardian and protector of the re- 
putation of his fellow servants, or as the official 
administrator of the laws of his country, or as a 
faithful servant of the Company, ever call Mr. 
Middleton to an account for it ? No, never. 



330 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

To every body, therefore, acquainted with the 
characters and circumstances of the parties con- 
cerned, the conclusion will appear evident that 
he was himself the author of it ; but your Lord- 
ships will find there is no end of his insolence 
and duplicity. 

He next tells the Vakeel, that the reason why 
he postponed the mission of Mr. Bristow to 
Lucknow was lest the people of Lucknow should 
think he had obtained his appointment in con-* 
sequence of orders from Europe, and contrary 
to the Governour*s inclination. You see, my 
Lords, he would have the people of the country 
believe that they are to receive the person ap- 
pointed Resident not as appointed by the Com- 
pany, but in consequence of his being under 
Mr. Hastings's particular patronage ; and to 
remove from them any suspicion that the Resi^ 
dent would obey the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, or any orders but his own, he proceeds 
in the manner I have read to your Lordships. 

You here see the whole machinery of the 
business ; he removes Mr. Bristow, contrary to 
the orders of the Court of Directors. Why ? 
Because, says he to the Court of Directors, the 
Nabob complained of him, and desired it. He 
here says, that he knew the Nabob did not desire 
it, but that the letter of complaint really and 
substantially was Mn Middleton's. Lastly, as 

he 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 331 

he recalls Mr. Bristow, so he wishes him to be 
called back in the same fictitious and fraudulent 
manner. This system of fraud proves that there 
is not one letter from that country, not one 
act of this Vizier, not one act of his ministers, not 
one act of his ambassadors, but what is false and 
fraudulent. And now think, my Liords, first of 
the slavery of the Company's servants subjected 
in this manner to the arbitrary will and corrupt 
frauds of Mr. Hastings! Next think of the 
situation of the princes of the country obliged to 
complain without matter of complaint ; to ap- 
prove without of satisfaction, and to have all 
their correspondence fabricated by Mr. Hastings 
at Calcutta ! 

But, my Lords, it was not indignities of this 
kind alone that the Native Princes suffered from 
this system of fraud and duplicity. Their more 
essential interests and those of the people were 
involved in it, it pervaded and poisoned the 
whole mass of their internal government. 

Who was the instrument employed in all 
this double dealing ? Gobind Ram, the Vizier's 
diplomatic minister at Calcutta. Suspicions 
perpetually arise in his mind, whether he is not 
cheated and imposed upon. He could never 
tell when he had Mr. Hastings fixed upon any 
point. He now finds him recommending Mr, 
Middleton, and then declaring that Mr. Mid- 

dleton 
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dieton neglects the duty of his office, and gives 
him, Gobind Ram, information that is fraudu- 
lent, and directly contrary to the truth. He 
is let into various contradictory secrets, and 
becomes acquainted with innumerable frauds, 
falsehoods, and prevarications. He knew that 
the whole pretended government of Oude was 
from beginning to end a deception ; that it 
was an imposture for the purpose of corruption 
and peculation. Such was the situation of the 
Nabob's Vakeel. The Nabob himself was really 
at a loss to know who had and who had not the 
Governour's confidence ; whether he was acting 
in obedience to the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, or whether their orders were not always 
to be disobeyed. He thus writes to Gobind 
Ram, who was exactly in the same uncertainty. 
As to the commands of Mr. Hastings, 
which you write on the subject of the distrac- 
tion of the country, and the want of informa- 
" tion from me, and his wishes that as Mr. 
" John Bristow has shown sincere wishes and 
attachment to Mr. Hastings, I should write 
for him to send Mr. John Bristow ; it would 
have been proper and necessary for you pri- 
vately to have understood what were Mr. 
Hastings's real intentions. Whether the 
choice of sending Mr. John Bristow was his 
" own desire, or whether it was in compliance 

" with 
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with Mr. Macpherson's ; that I might then 
have written conformably thereto; writings 
are now sent to you for both cases. Having 
privately understood the wishes of Mr. Hast- 
ings, deliver whichever of the writings he 
should order you, for I study Mr. Hastings's 
satisfaction ; whoever is his friend is mine, 
and whoever is his enemy is mine; but in 
both these cases, my wishes are the same; 
that having consented to the paper of ques- 
tions which Major Davy carried with him, and 
having given me the authority of the country, 
whomever he may afterwards appoint, I am 
satisfied ; I am now brought to great distress 
by these gentlemen, who ruin me ; in case of 
consent, I am contented with Majors Davy 
" and Palmer. Hereafter, whatever may be 
** Mr. Hastings's desire, it is best." 

Here is a poor, miserable instrument, con- 
fessing himself to be such, ruined by Mr. 
Hastings's public agents, Mr. Middleton and 
Mr. Johnson ; ruined by his private agents, 
Major Davy and Major Palmer ; ruined equally 
by them all ; and at last declaring in a tone of 
despair, " If you have a mind really to keep 
** Major Davy and Major Palmer here, why I 
" must consent to it. Do what you please with 
** me, I am your creature ; for God's sake, let 
" me have a little rest." 
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Your Lordships shall next hear what account 
Hyder Beg Khan, the Vizier's prime minister, 
gives of the situation in which he and his master 
were placed. 

Extract of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khan ; 
received 21st April 1785. 

" I hope that such orders and commands as 
" relate to the friendship between his Highness 
" and the Company's governments and to your 
" will, may be sent through Major Palmer, in 
your own private letters, or in your letters to 
the Major, who is appointed from you at the 
presence of his Highness, that, in obedience 
** to your orders, he may properly explain your 
^* commands, and whatever afikir may be settled, 
** he may first secretly inform you of it ; and 
afterwards his Highness may, conformably 
thereto, write an answer, and I also may 
represent it. By this system, your pleasure 
will always be fully made known to his High- 
** nes3, and his Highness and we will execute 
whatever may be your orders, without de- 
viating a hair's breadth; and let not the 
representations of interested persons be ap* 
proved of, because his Highness makes no 
opposition to your will ; and I your servant 
am ready in obedience and service, and I make 
^* no excuses." 

Now, 
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Now, my Lords, was there ever sucli a disco- 
very made of the arcana of any publick theatre ? 
You see here behind the ostensible scenery, all 
the crooked working of the machinery deve- 
loped, and laid open to the world. You now see 
by what secret movement the master of the me- 
chanism has conducted the great Indian opera, 
an opera of fraud, deceptions, and harlequin 
tricks. You have it all laid open before you. 
The ostensible scene is drawn aside ; it has 
vanished from your sight. All the strutting 
signors, and all the soft signoras, are gone ; and 
instead of a brilliant spectacle of descending cha- 
riots, gods, goddesses, sun, moon and stars, you 
have nothing to gaze on but sticks, wire, ropes 
and machinery. You find the appearance all 
false and fraudulent ; and you see the whole 
trick at once. All this, my Lords, we owe to 
Major Scott's trunk, which, by admitting us 
behind the scene, has enabled us to discover the 
real state of Mr. Hastings's government in India ; 
and can your Lordships believe, that all this 
mechanism of fraud, prevarication, and false- 
hood, could have been intended for any purpose 
but to forward that robbery, corruption, and 
peculation, by which Mr. Hastings has destroyed 
one of the finest countries upon earth ! Is it ne- 
cessary, after this, for me to tell you that you are 
not to believe one word of the correspondence 

stated 
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stated by him to have been received from India ? 
This discovery goes to the whole matter of the 
whole government of the country. You have 
seen what that government was, and by and by 
you shall see the effects of it. 

Your Lordships have now seen this trunk of 
Mr. Scott's producing the effects of Aladdin s 
lamp ; of which your Lordships may read in 
books much more worthy of credit than Mr. 
Hastings's correspondence. I have given all the 
credit of this precious discovery to Mr. Scott's 
trunk i but, my Lords, I find that I have to ask 
pardon for a mistake, in supposing the letter of 
Hyder Beg Khan to be a part of Mn Hastings's 
correspondence.. It comes from another quarter, 
not much less singular, and equally authentick 
and unimpeachable. But though it is not from 
the trunk, it smells of the trunk ; it smells of the 
leather. I was as proud of my imaginary disco- 
very as Sancho Pancha was, that one of his an- 
cestors had discovered a taste of iron in some 
wine ; and another a taste of leather in the same 
wine ; and that afterwards there was found in 
the cask a little key tied to a thong of leather, 
which had given to the wine a taste of both. 
Now, whether this letter tasted of the leather of 
the trunk, or of the iron of Mr. Macpherson, 
I confess I was a little out in my suggestion and 
my taste. The letter in question was written by 

Hyder 
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Hyder Beg Khan, after Mr. Hastings's departure, 
to Mr. Macpherson, when he succeeded to the 
government. That gentleman thus got posses- 
sion of a key to the trunk, and it appears to have 
been his intentions to follow the steps of his pre- 
decessor, to act exactly in the same manner, and 
in the same manner to make the Nabob the 
instrument of his own ruin. i 

This lettef was written by the Nabob's minister 
to Sir John Macpherson, newly inaugurated into 
his government, and who might be supposed not 
to be acquainted with all the best of Mr; 
Hastings's secrets, nor to have had all the trunk 
correspondence put into his hands. However, 
here is a trunk extraordinary, and its contents are 
much in the manner of the other. The Nabob's 
minister acquaints him with the whole secret of 
the system. It is plain that the Nabob con- 
sidered it as a system not to be altered ; that 
there was to be nothing true, nothing above 
board, nothing open in the government of his 
afiairs. When you thus see that there can be 
little doubt of the true nature of the government, 
I am sure, that hereafter, when we come to con- 
sider the effects of that government, it will clear 
up, and bring home to the Prisoner at your bar^ 
all we shall have to say upon this subject. 

Mr. Hastings having thrown off compleatly 
the authority of the Company, as yoii have seen ; 

Vol. XV. Z V —having 
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to the end of this proceeding. He is not only 
guilty of iniquity himself, but is at the head of a 
aystem of iniquity and rebellion ; and will not 
sufier, with impunity, any one honest man to 
exist in India if he can help it Every mark of 
obedience to the legal authority of the Company 
18 by him condemned ; and if there is any virtue 
remaining in India, as I think there is, it k not 
his fault that it still exists there. 

We have shewn you the servile obedience of 
the natives of the country ; we have shewn you 
the miserable situation to which a great prince, 
at least a person who was the other day a great 
prince, was reduced by Mr. Hastings's system. 
We shall next shew you that this prince, who, 
unfortunately for himself, became a dependent 
on the Company, and thereby subjected to th^ 
will of an arbitrary government, is made by him 
the instrument of his own degradation, the in- 
strument of his (the Governour's) falsehoods ; 
the instrument of his peculations — and that he 
had been subjected to all this degradation for 
the purposes of the most odious tyranny, violence, 
and corruption* 

Mr. Hastings, having assumed the government 
to himself, soon made Oude a private domain. 
It had, to be sure, a public name, but it was to 
all practical. intents and purposes his park Or hi& 
warren.} a place, as it were, for game ; whence he 
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drew out or killed at an earlier or later season,, 
as he thought fit, any thing he liked, and brought 
it to his table according as it served his purpose. 
Before I proceed, it will not be improper for me 
to remind your Lordships of the legitimate ends 
to which all controlling and superintending 
power ought to be directed. Whether a man. 
acquires this power by law or by usurpation there 
are certain duties attached to his station. Let 
us now see what these duties are. 

The first is to take care of that vital principle 
of every state, its Revenue. The next is to pre- 
serve the magistracy and legal authorities, in 
honour, respect and force. And the third to 
preserve the property, moveable and immoveable, 
of all the people committed to his charge. 

In regard to his first duty ; the protection of 
the revenue ; your Lordships will find that from 
three millions and upwards, which I stated to be 
tlie revenue of Oude, and which Mr. Hastings, 
I believe, or any body for him, has never thought 
proper to deny — it sunk under his management 
to about one million four hundred and forty 
thousand pounds : and even this, Mr. JMiddleton 
says, (as you may see in your Minutes) was not 
compleatly realized. Thus my Lords, you see^ 
that one half of the whole revenue of the country 
was lost after it came into Mr. Hastings's 
management. Well, but it may perhaps be said 

this 
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this was owing to the Nabob's own imprudence- 
No such thing, my Lords ; it could not be so ; 
for the whole real administration and govern- 
ment of the country was in the hands of Mr. 
Hastings's agents, publick or private. 

To let you see how provident Mr. Hastings's 
management of it was, I shall produce to your 
Lordships one of the principal manoeuvres that 
he adopted for the improvement of the revenue 
and for the happiness and prosperity of .the 
country, the latter of which will always go along, 
more or less, with the first. 

The Nabob, whose acts your Lordships have 
DOW learned to appreciate as no other than the 
acts of Mr. Hastings, writes to the Council to 
have a body of British officers for the purposes of 
improving the discipline of his troops, collecting 
bis revenues, and repressing disorder and out- 
rage among his subjects. This proposal was 
ostensibly fair and proper ; and if I had been in 
the Council at that time, and the Nabob had 
really and bond fide made such a request, I 
should have said he had taken a very reasonable 
and judicious step, and that the Company ought 
to aid him in his design. 

Among the officers sent to Oude, in conse- 
quence of this requisition, was the if^ell known 
Colonel Hannay ; a man whose name will be 
bitterly and long remembered in India. This 

z 3 person, 
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persoDi we understand, had been recommended 
to Mr* Hastings by Sir Elijah Impey: and his 
appointment was the natural consequence of such 
patronage. I say the natural consequence, be* 
cause Sir Elijah Impey appears on your Minutes 
to have been Mr. Hastings's private agent and 
negotiator in Oude. In that light, and iu that 
light only, I consider Colonel Hannay in this 
business. We cannot prove that he was not of 
Mr. Hastings's own nomination originally and 
primarily ; but whether we take him in this way^ 
or as recommended by Sir Elijah Impey, or any 
body else, Mr. Hastings is equally responsible. 

Colonel Hannay is sent up by Mr. Hastings, 
and has the command of a brigade, of two regi- 
ments I think, given to him. Thus far all is 
apparently fair and easily understood ; but in this 
country we find every thing in masquerade ^ and 
disguise. We find this man, instead of being an 
officer, farmed the revenue of the country, as is 
proved by Colonel Lumsden and other gentle- 
. men, who were his sub-farmers and his assistants. 
Here, my Lords, we have a man, who appeared 
to have be^n sent up the country as a commander 
of troops, agreeably to the Nabob's request ; anil 
who, upon our inquiry, we discover to have been 
farmer general of the country ! We discover 
this with surprise j and I believe till our inquiries 
began it was unknown in Europe. We have, 

however. 
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howeveri proved upon your Lordships' Minut6S| 
by an evidence produced by Mr. Haattngs him-» 
sel^ that Colonel Hannay was actually farmer 
general of the countries of Barratch and Gur- 
ruckpore. We have proved upon your Minutes 
that Colonel Hannay was the only person pos« 
sessed of power in the country; that there was 
no magistrate in it, nor any administration of 
tlie law whatever. We have proved to youp 
Lordships that in his character of fariper genera^ 
he availed himself of the inj9uence derived from 
commanding a battalion of soldiers ; in shorty 
we have proved that the whole power, civile 
military, municipal and financial, resided in him } 
and we further refer your Lordships to Mr. 
Lumsden and Mr. Halhed, for the authority 
which he possessed in that country. Your Lord^ 
ships, I am sure, will supply with your diligence 
what is defective, in my statement j I have 
therefore, taken the liberty of indicating to you 
where you are to find the evidence to which I 
refer. You will there, my Lords, find this 
Colonel Hannay in a false character — he is osten« 
sibly given to the Nabob as a commander of his 
troops } while in reality, he is forced upon that 
prince as his farmer general. He is invested 
with the whole command of the country, while 
the sovereign is unable to controul him, or to 

z 4 prevent 
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prevent his extorting from the people whatever 
he pleases. 

If we are asked what the terms ofhis farm were. 
— ^We cannot discover that he farmed the coun- 
try at any certain sum. We cannot discover that 
he was subjected to any terms i or confined by 
any limitations. Armed with arbitrary power, 
and exercising that power under a false title, his 
exactions from the poor natives were only limited 
by his own pleasure. Under these circumstances, 
we are now to ask what there was to prevent him 
from robbing and ruining the people ; and what 
security against his robbing the exchequer of the 
person whose revenue he farmed ? 
. You are told by the witnesses in the clearest 
manner, and, after what you. have heard of the 
state of Oude, you cannot doubt the fact, that 
nobody, not even the Nabob, dared to complain 
against him ; that he was considered as a man 
authorized and supported by the power, of tlie 
British government ; and it is proved in the 
evidence before you that he vexed and harrassed 
the country to the utmost extent which we have 
stated in our article of charge, and which you 
would naturally expect from a man acting under 
such false names with such real powers. We 
have proved that from some of the principal 
Zemindars in that country who held farms let to 

them 
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them for twenty-seven thousand rupees a year^ 
a rent of sixty thousand was demanded, and in 
some cases enforced ; and that upon the refusal 
of one of them to comply with this demand, he 
was driven out of the country. 

Your Lordships will find in the evidence before 
you, that the inhabitants of the country were not 
only harrassed in their fortunes, but cruelly 
treated in their persons. You have it upon Mr. 
Halhed*s evidence, and it is not attempted, that 
I know of, to be contradicted, that the people 
were confined in open cages exposed to the 
scorching heat of the sun, for pretended or real 
arrears of rent ; it is indifferent which, because 
I consider all confinement of the person to sup- 
port an arbitrary exaction, to be an abomination 

" not to be tolerated. They have endeavoured, in- 
deed, to weaken this evidence by an attempt to 
prove that a man, day and night in confinement 
in an open cage, suffers no inconvenience. And 
here I must beg your Lordships to observe the 

^extreme unwillingness that appears in these 
witnesses. Their testimony is drawn from them 
drop by drop, their answers to our questions are 
never more than yes or no ; but when they are 
examined by the counsel on the other side, it 
flows as freely as if drawn from a perennial 
spring; and such a spring we have in Indian 
corruption. We have however proved, that in 

these 
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these cages the renters were confined, till they 
could be lodged in the dungeons or mud forts. 
We have proved that some of them were obliged 
to sell their children ; that others fled the country, 
and that these practices were carried to such an 
awful extent, that Colonel Hannay was under the 
necessity of issuing orders against the unnatural 
sale and flight which his rapacity had occasioned^ 
The prisoner's counsel have attempted to prove 
that this had been a common practice in that 
country — and though possibly some person as 
wicked as Colonel Hannay might have been 
there before at some time or other, no man ever 
sold his children, but under the pressure of 
some cruel exaction. Nature calls out against it 
The love that God has implanted in the heart of 
parents towards their children is the first germ 
of that second conjunction, which he has or- 
dered to subsist between them and the rest of 
mankind. It is the first formation and first bond 
of society. It is stronger than all laws ; for it is 
the law of nature, which is the law of God. 
Never did a man sell his children, who was able 
to maintain them . It is therefore, not only a 
proof of his exactions, but a decisive proof that 
these exactions were intolerable. 

Next to the love of parents for their children, 
the strongest instinct both natural and moral 
that exists in man, is the love of his country : — 

an 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ, 347 

an instinct indeed, which extends even to the 
brute creation. All creatures love their ofispring^ 
next to that they love their homes ; they have a 
fondness for the place where they have been bred^ 
for the habitations they have dwelt in, for the 
stalls in which they have been fed, the pastures 
they have browsed in, and the wilds in which 
they have roamed. We all know that the natal 
soil has a sweetness in it beyond the harmony of 
verse. This instinct, I say, that binds all crea- 
tures to their country, never becomes inert in ua^ 
nor ever sufiers us to want a memory of it. 
Those, therefore, who seek to fly their country, 
can only wish to fly from oppression ; and what 
other proof can you want of this oppression^ 
when, as a witness has told you. Colonel Hannay 
was obliged to put bars and guards to conflne 
the inhabitants within the country ? We have 
seen, therefore, nature violated in its strongest 
principles. We have seen unlimited and arbi^ 
trary exaction avowed on no pretence of any 
lawj rule, or any flxed mode by which these 
people were to be dealt with. All these facts 
have been proved before your Lordships, bj 
costive and unwilling witnesses. In consequence 
of these violent and cruel oppressions, a general 
rebellion breaks out in the country, as was natu^- 
rally to be expected. The inhabitants rise as if 
by common consent j every farmer, every pro- 
prietor 
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prietor of land, every man who loved his family 
and his country, and had not fled for refuge, rose 
in rebellion, as they call it. My Lords, they 
did rebel ; it was a just rebellion. Insurrection 
was there just and legal, inasmuch as Colonel 
Hannay, in defiance of the laws and rights of 
the people, exercised a clandestine, illegal autho* 
rity, against which there can be no rebellion in 
its proper sense. 

As a rebellion, however, and as a rebellion 
of the most unprovoked kind, it was treated by 
Colonel Hannay ; and to one instance of the 
means taken for suppressing it, as proved by 
evidence before your Lordships, I will just beg 
leave to call your attention. One hundred and 
fifly of the inhabitants had been shut up in one 
of the mud forts I have mentioned ; the people 
of the country, in their rage, attacked the fort, 
and demanded the prisoners; they called for 
their brothers, their fathers, their husbands, who 
were confined there. It was attacked by the 
joint assault of men and women. The man who 
commanded in the fort immediately cut off the 
heads of eighteen of the principal prisoners, and 
tossed them over the battlements to the assail- 
ants. There happened to be a prisoner in the 
fort, a man loved and respected in his country, 
and who, whether justly or unjustly, was honoured 
and much esteemed by all the people. ** Give 

''us 
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** US our liajah Mustapha Khan" (that was the 
name of the man confined), cried out the assail- 
ants* We asked the witness at your bar, what he 
was confined for; he did not know, but he said 
that Colonel Hannay had confined him, and 
added that he was sentenced to death. We 
desired to see the futwa or decree of the judge 
who sentenced him ; no, no such thing, nor any 
evidence of it's having ever existed, could be 
produced. We desired to know whether he 
could give any account of the process, any ac-- 
count of the magistrate, any account of the 
accuser, any account of the defence ; in short, 
whether he could give any account whatever of 
this man's being condemned to death. He could 
give no account of it, but the orders of Colonel 
Hannay, who seems to have imprisoned and 
condemned him by his own arbitrary will. Upoa 
the demand of Rajah Mustapha, by the insur- 
gents, being made known to Colonel Hannayi 
he sends an order to the commander of the fort, 
a man already stained with the blood of all the 
people who were murdered there, that if he had 
not executed Mustapha Khan, he should execute 
him immediately. The man is staggered at thiQ 
order, and refuses to execute it, as not being 
directly addressed to him. 

Colonel Hannay then sends a Captain Williams, 
who has appeared here as an evidence at your 

bar, 
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bar, and who, together with Captain Gordon 
and Major Macdonald, both witnesses also here, 
were all sub-£umiers and actors under Colonei 
Hannay. This Captain Williams, I say, goes 
there, and without asking one of those questions 
which . I put to the witness at your bar, and 
desiring nothing but Colonel Hannay's word, 
orders the man to be beheaded; and accordingly 
he was beheaded, agreeably to the orders of 
Colonel Hannay. Upon this, the rebellion blazed 
0Ut with tenfold fury, and the people declared 
they would be revenged for the destruction of 
their Zemindar. 

Your Lordships have now seen this Mustapha 
Khan imprisoned, and sentenced to death by 
Colonel Hannay, without judge and without 
accuser, without any evidence, witfamit the futwa 
or any sentence of the law. This man b thus 
put to death by an arbitrary villain, by a more 
than cruel tyrant Colonel Hannay, the substitute 
of a ten thousand times more cruel tyrant,, Mr. 
Hastings. 

In this situation was the country of Oude, 
under Colonel Hannay, when he was. removed 
from it The knowledge of his misconduct 
bad before induced the miserable Nabob to make 
an effort to get rid of him; but Mr. Hastings 
bad repressed tliat effort by a civil reprimand, 
telling him indeed at the same time, ^' I do not 

" force 
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^ force you to receive him/' (Indeed the 
Nabob's situation had in it force enough.) The 
Nabob, I say was forced to receive him ; and 
again he ravages and destroys that devoted 
country, till the time of which I have been just 
speaking ; when he was driven out of it finally 
by the rebellion, and, as you may imagine, de- 
parted like a leech full of blood« 

It is stated in evidence upon your Minutes, 
that this bloated leech went back to Calcutta, 
that he was supposed from a state of debt, (in 
which he was known to have been when he left 
that city) to have returned from Oude, with the 
handsome sum of 300,000/. of which 80,000/. 
was in gold mohurs. This is declared to be the 
universal opinion in India, and no man has ever 
contradicted it. Ten persons have given evidence 
to that effect, not one has contradicted it from 
that hour to this, that I ever heard of. The 
main is now no more. Whether his family have 
the whole of the plunder or not ; what partner* 
ship thiere was in this business; what shares, 
what dividends were made, and who got them. — 
About all diis, public opinion varied, and we 
can with certainty aflSrm nothing ; — but there 
ended the life and exploits of Colonel Hannay, 
farmer general, civil officer, and military com- 
mander of Burratch and Gurruckpore. But not 
so ended Mr. Hastings's proceedings. 

Soon 
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Soon after the return of Colonel Hannay to 
Calcutta, this miserable Nabob received intelli- 
gence which concurrent public fame supported, 
that Mr. Hastings meant to send him up into the 
country again on a second expedition ; probably 
with some such order as this — ^you have sucked 
blood enough for yourself, now try what you can 
do for your neighbours. The Nabob' was not 
likely to be misinformed. His friend and agent, 
Gobind Ram, was at Calcutta, . and had con- 
stant access to all Mr. Hastings's people. ' Mr. 
Hastings himself tells you what instructions 
these vakeels always have to search into and 
discover all his transactions. This Gobind Ram, 
alarmed with strong apprehensions, and struck 
with horror at the very idea of such an event, 
apprized his master of his belief, that Mr. Has- 
tings meant to send Colonel Hannay again into 
the country. Judge now, my Lords, what Colonel 
Hannay must have been, from the declaration 
which I will now read to you, extorted from that 
miserable slave, the Nabob ; who thus addresses 
Mr. Hastings: 

*' My country and house belong to you ; there 
" is no difference. I hope that you desire in 

your heart the good of nay concerns. Colonel 

Hannay is inclined to request your permission 
« to be employed in the aflairs of this quarter. 

If by any means any matter of this countiy 

dependant 



4€ 









OF WARIiEN HASTINGS, ESQ. .359 

*' depenilant on me, should be entrusted to the 
** Colonel, I swear by the holy Prophet, that 
I will not remain here, but will go from hence 
to you. From your kindness let no concern 
dependant on me, be intrusted to the Colonel ; 
and oblige me by a speedy answer, which may 
set my mind at ease.*' We know very well 
that the Prisoner at your bar denied his having 
any intention to send him up. We cannot prove 
them, but we maintain that there were grounds 
for the strongest suspicions that he entertained 
such intentions ; he cannot deny the reality of this 
terror, which existed in the minds of the Nabob 
and his people, under the apprehension that 
he was to be sent up, which plainly shewed that 
they at least considered there was ground enough 
for charging him with that intention. What 
reason was there to think that he should not be 
sent a third time, who had been sent twice 
before ? Certainly none, because every circum- 
stance of Mr. Hastings's proceedings was sys- 
tematical, and perfectly well known at Oude. 

But suppose it to have been a false report; — 
it shews all that the Managers wish to shew, the 
extreme terror which these creatures and tools 
of Mr. Hastings struck into the people, of that 
country. His denial of any intention of again 
sending Colonel Hannay does not disprove either 
Vol. XV. A a tht 
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the justness of their suspicions, or the existence 
of the terror which his very name excited. 

My Lords, I shall now call your attention to 
a part of the evidence which we have produced, 
to prove the terrible effects of Colonel Hannay's 
operations. Captain Edwards, an untainted 
man, who tells you that he had passed through 
that country, again and again describes it as 
bearing all the marks of savage desolation. Mr. 
Holt says, it has fallen from its former state ; 
that whole towns and villages were no longer 
peopled, and that the country carried evident 
marks of famine. One would have thought that 
Colonel Hannay's cruelty and depredations 
would have satiated Mr. Hastings. No. He 
finds another military collector, a Major Osborne, 
who, having suffered in his preferment by the 
sentence of a court martial, whether justly or 
unjustly I neither know nor care, was appointed 
to the command of a thousand men, in the pro* 
vinces of Oude ; but really, to the administra- 
tion of the revenues of the country. He ad- 
ministered them much in the same manner as 
Colonel Hannay had done. He, however, 
transmitted to the Government at Calcutta, a 
partial representation of the state of the pro- 
vinces, the substance of which was that the 
natives were exposed to every kind of peculation, 

and 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. . 35Si 

and that the country was in a horrible state of 
confusion and disorder. This is upon the Com* 
pany's records ; and although not produced in 
evidence, your Lordships may find it, for it has 
been printed over and over again. This man 
went up to the Vizier; in consequence of whose 
complaint, and the renewed cries of the people, 
Mr. Hastings was soon obliged to recal him. 

But, my Lords, let us go from Major Osborne 
to the rest of these military purveyors of re- 
venue. Your Lordships shall hear the Vizier's 
own account of what he suffered from British 
officers, and into what a state Mr. Hastings 
brought that country, by the agency of officers 
who, under the pretence of defending it, were 
invested with powers which enabled them to 
commit most horrible abuses in the administra- 
tion of the revenue, the collection of customs, 
and the monopoly of the markets. 

Copy of a letter from the Nabob Vizier to ' 
the Governour General. 

** All the officers stationed with the brigade 
" at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Darunghur and 
" Furrackabad, and other places, write Pur^ 
** wannas, and give positive orders to the Aumils 
" of these places, respecting the grain, &c. ; 
** from which conduct the country will become 
" depopulate. I am hopeful from your friend* 

A A 2 ** ship, 
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" ship, that you will write to all these gentlemen 
*' not to issue orders, &c. to the Aumils, and 
^* not to send troops into the Mahals of the 
'* Sircar ; and for whatever quantity of grain, &c. 
^* they may want, they will inform me and the 
" Resident, and we will write it to the Aumils, 
f* who shall cause it to be sent them every 
** month, and I will deduct the price of them 
" from the Tuncahs ; this will be agreeable both 
" to me and to the Ryots/* 
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A copy of a subsequent letter from the Vizier 

to Rajah Gobind Ram. 
" I some time ago wrote you the particulars 
" of the conduct of the officers, and now write 
" them again. The officers and gentlemen who 
are at Cawnpore, and Futtyghur, and Da- 
runghur, and other places, by different means 
act very tyrannically and oppressively towards 
the Aumils and Ryots, and inhabitants; and 
** to whomsoever that requires a Dustuck, they 
" give it, with their own seal affixed, and send 
for the Aumils and punish them. If they say 
any thing, the gentlemen make use of but 
two words; one-r-that is for the brigade^ and 
" the second — that is to administer justice. The 
particulars of it is this, that the Bipparies will 
bring their grain from all quarters, and sell 
•' for their livelihood. There is at present no 

" war 
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V war to occasion a necessity for sending for it. 
If none comes, whatever quantity will be 
necessary every month,.! will mention to the 
^^ Aiimils, that they may bring it for sale ; but 
" there is no deficiency of grain. The gentle- 
men have established gunges for their own 
advantage, called Colonel Gunge at Darung- 
hur, Futtyghur, &c. The collection of the 
customs from all quarters they have stopped, 
and collected them at their own gunges ; each 
gunge is rented out at 30,000-40,000 rupees, 
and their collections paid to the gentlemen. 
** They have established gunges where there 
** never were any, and where they were, those 
** they have abolished; 30,000 or 40,000 rupees 
is the sura they are rented at ; the collections^ 
to the amount of a lack of rupees, are stopped. 
" Major Briscoe, who is at Darunghur, has 
•* established a gunge, which rented out for 
** 45,000 rupees ; and has stopped the Ghauts 
** round about the Bipparies, and merchants 
** coming from Cashmere, from Shaw Jeha- 
'^ nabeid, and bringing shawls and other goods 
" and spices, &c. from all quarters, he orders 
•* to his gunge, and collects the duty from the 
*' Aumils, gives them a chit and a guard, who 
" conducts them about five hundred coss : the 
** former duties are not collected. From the 
" conduct at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Furrack- 
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** abad, &c. j the duties from the lilla of Gora 
*< and Thlawa are destroyed, and occasion a loss 
•* of three lacks of rupees to the duties ; and 
*^ the losses that are sustained in Furrackabad 
•* may be ascertained by the Nabob Mozuffir 
** Jung, to whom every day complaints are 
" made ; exclusive of the Aumils and collectors, 
•* others lodge complaints. Whatever I do, 
•' I desire no benefit from it ; I am remediless 
" and silent ; from what happens to me, I 
^* know that worse will happen in other places ; 
" the second word, I know, is from their mouths 
•^ only. This is the case. In this country 
•* formerly, and even now, whatever is to be 
•* received or paid among the Zemindars, Ryots 
'^ and inhabitants of the cities, and poor people, 
** neither those who can pay, or those who can- 
" not pay, ever make any excuse to the Shroffs; 
•^ but when they could pay, they did. In old 
debts of fifty years, whoever complain to the 
gentlemen, they agree that they shall pay 
** one-fourth, and send dustucks and sepoys to 
'< all the Aumils, the Chowdries and Canoon- 
^* goes, and inhabitants of all the towns ; they 
send for every body, to do them justice, con- 
fine them, and say they will settle the business. 
So many and numerous are these calamities, 
•* that I know not how much room it will take 
** up to mention them. Mr. Briscoe is at Da- 

runghur ; 






• C 

cc 



tt 



4< 



OF WAURLN HASTINGS, ESQ. 350 

*• rungliur ; and the complaints of the Aumils 
arrive daily. I am silent. Now Mr. Middleton 
is coming here, let the Nabob appoint him for 
settling all these affairs, that whatever he shall 
order those gentlemen, they will do. From 
•* this every thing will be settled, and the par- 
** ticuJars of this quarter will be made known to 
'* the Nabob. I have written this, which you 
** will deliver to the Governour, that every thing 
" may be settled ; and when he has understood 
" it, whatever is his inclination, he will favour 
** me with it. The Nabob is master in this 
" country, and is my friend ; there is no dis- 
*' tinction.'^ 

Copy of another Letter, entered upon the con- 
sultation of the 4th of June I78I. 

" I have received your letter, requesting leave 
** for a battalion, to be raised by Captain Clark 
•• on the same footing as Major Osborne's was, 
*^ agreeable to the requests and complaints of 
^* ishmael Beg, the Aumil of lUahabad, &c. 
*' and in compliance with the directions of the 
•* Council. You are well acquainted with the 
** particulars and negociation of Ishmael Beg, 
" and the nature of Mr. Osborne's battalion. 
** At the beginning of the year 1 186 (1779) the 
'^ affairs of Illahabad were given on a lease of 
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" three years to Ishmael Beg, together with the 
" pergunnahs Arreel and Parra ; and I gave 
" orders for troops to be stationed and raised, 
" conformable to his request. Ishmael Beg 
" accordingly collected twelve hundred Peons, 
" which were not allowed to the Aumil of that 
" place in the year 1185. The reason why 
I gave permission for the additional expense 
of twelve hundred Peons, and that he might 
** be enabled to manage the country with ease, 
" and pay the money to Government regularly. 
** I besides sent Mr. Osborne there, to command 
in the Mahals belonging to lUahabad, which 
were in the possession of Rajah' Ajeit Sing ; 
and he accordingly took charge. 

Afterwards, in obedience to the orders of 
the Governour General Mr. Hastings, Jelladut 
Jung, he was recalled, and the Mahals placed, 
as before, under Rajah Ajeit Sing. I never 
•* sent Mr. Osborne to settle the concerns of 
Illahabad, for there was no occasion for him ; 
but Mr. Osborne, of himself, committed de- 
predations and rapines within Islimael Beg's 
jurisdiction. Last year the battalion which, 
by permission of General Sir Eyre Coote, was 
sent, received orders to secure and defend 
Ishmael Beg against the encroachments of 
Mr. Osborne ; for the complaints of Ishmael 
Beg against the violences of Mr. Osborne had 
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" reached the General and Mr. Purling; and 
" the Governour and gentleman of Council, at 
t* my request, recalled Mr. Osborne. This year, 
" as before, the collections of Arreel and Parra 
" remain under Ishmael Beg. In those places, 
•* some of the Talookdars and Zemindars, who 
** had been oppressed and ill treated by Mr. 
" Osborne, had conceived ideas of rebellion." 

Here, my Lords, you have an account of the 
condition of Darughur, Futtyghur, Furruckabad, 
and of the whole line of our military stations in 
the Nabob's dominions. You see the whole 
was one universal scene of plunder and rapine. 
You see all this was known to Mr. Hastings, 
who never inflicted any punishments for all this 
horrible outrage. You see the utmost he has 
done is merely to recal one man, Major Osborne, 
who was by no means the only person deeply in- 
volved in these charges. He nominated all these 
people ; he has never called any of them to aa 
account. Shall I not then call him their Captain 
General ? Shall not your Lordships call hini 
so ? And shall any man in the kingdom call 
him by any other name? We see all the. 
executive, all the civil and criminal justice of. 
the country seized on by him. We see the 
trade, and all the duties seized upon by his crea- 
tures. We see them destroying established 
markets, and creating others at their, pleasure. 

We 
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We see them, in the country of an ally, and in 
a time of peace, producing all the consequences 
of rapine and of war. We see the country ruined 
and depopulated by men, who attempt to ex- 
culpate themselves, by charging their unhappy 
victims with rebellion. 

And now, my Lords, who is it that has brought 
to light all these outrages and complaints, the 
existence of which has never been denied, and 
for which no redress was ever obtained, and no 
punishment ever inflicted? Why, Mr. Hastings 
himself has brought them before you ; they are 
found in papers which he has transmitted. God, 
who inflicts blindness upon great criminals, in 
order that they should meet with the punish- 
ment they deserve, has made him the means of 
bringing forward this scene, which we are mali- 
ciously said to have falsely and maliciously 
devised. If any one of the ravages contained 
in that long catalogue of grievances is false, 
Warren Hastings is the person who must answer 
for that individual falsehood. If they are gene- 
rally false, he is to answer for the false and ca- 
lumniating accusation ; and, if they are true, my 
Lords, he only is answerable, for he appointed 
those ministers of outrage, and never called them 
to account for their misconduct. 

Let me now shew your Lordships the charac* 
ter that Mr. Hastings gives of all the British 
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officers. It is to be found in an extract from 
the Appendix to that part of his Benares narra- 
tive, in which he comments upon the Treaty of 
Chunar. Mark, my Lords, what the man himself 
says, of the whole military service. — " Notwith* 
standing the great benefit which the Company 
would have derived from such an augmenta- 
tion of their military force as these troops 
constituted, ready to act on any emergency^ 
prepared and disciplined without any charge 
^* on the Company, as the institution professed, 
" until their actual services should be required, 
*** I have observed some evils growing out of 
*' the system, which, in my opinion, more than 
^' counterbalanced those advantages, had they 
^* been realized in their fullest elSect. The 
•• remote stations of these troops, placing the 
^< commanding officers beyond the notice and 
'' controul of the Board, affi^rded too much 
** opportunity and temptation for unwarrantable 
'^ emoluments, and excited the contagion of 
'^ peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 
** army. A most remarkable and incontrover- 
•* tible proof of the prevalence of this spirit has 
*^ been seen in the court martial upon Captain 
** Erskine, where the court, composed of officers 
^* of rank and respectable characters, unani- 
mously and honourably, most honourably, 
acquitted him upon an acknowledged fact, 

" which, 
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" which, in times of stricter discipline, would 
^* have been deemed a crime deserving the se-s 
V verest punishment/' 

I will now call your Lordships' attention to 
another extract from the same comment of Mr. 
Hastings, with respect to the removal of the 
Company's servants, civil and military, from the 
court and service of the Vizier. — " I was actuated 
f' solely by motives of justice to him, and a re- 
gard to the honour of our national character. 
In removing those gentlemen, I diminish my 
own influence, as well as that of my colleagues, 
by narrowing the line of patronage ; and I ex- 
pose myself to obloquy and resentment from 
those who are immediately afiected by the 
arrangement, and the long train of their 
friends and powerful patrons. But their 
^* numbers, their influence, and the enormous 
*^ amount of their salaries, pensions, and emolu- 
*' ments, were an intolerable burthen on the 
revenues and authority of the Vizier, and ex- 
posed us to the envy and resentment of the 
** whole country, by excluding the. native ser^ 
" vants and adherents of the Vizier from the 
" rewards of their services and attachment." 

My Lords, you have here Mr. Hastings's opi- 
nion of the whole military service. You have 
here the authority and documents by which he 
supports his opinion. He states, that the con- 
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tagion of peculation had tainted all the frontier 
stations, which contain much the largest part of 
the Company's army. He states that this con- 
tagion had tainted the whole army, everi/ where; 
so that according to him, there was, throughout 
the Indian army, an universal taint of peculation. 
— My Lords, peculation is not a military vice. — ^^ 
Insubordination, want of attention to duty, want 
of order, want of obedience and regularity, are 
military vices; but whoever before heard of 
peculation being a military vice ? In the case 
before you, it became so by employing military 
men as farmers of revenue, as masters of markets 
and of gunges. This departure from the military 
character and from military duties, introduced 
that peculation which tainted the army, and 
desolated the dominions of the Nabob Vizier. 

I declare when I first read the passage which 
has been just read to your Lordships, in the 
infancy of this iuquiry, it struck me with as- 
tonishment, that peculation should at all exist 
as a military vice; but I was still more astonished 
at finding Warren Hastings charging the whole 
British army with being corrupted by this base 
and depraved spirit, to a degree which tainted 
even their judicial charactei*. This, my Lords, 
is a most serious matter. The judicial functions 
of military men are of vast importance in them- 
selves; and, generally speaking, there is not 

any 
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any tribunal, whose members are more honour^ 
able in their conduct, and more just in their 
decisions than those of a court martial. Perhaps 
there is not a tribunal in this country whose 
reputation is really more untainted than that of 
a court martial. It stands as fair in the opinion 
both of the army and of the public as any tri- 
bunal, in a country where all tribunals stand 
f^ir. But in India, this unnatural vice of pecu- 
lation, which has no more to do with the vices 
of a military character than with its virtues ; — 
this venomous spirit has pervaded the members 
of military tribunals to such an extent, that they 
acquit, honourably acquit, mo^/ honourably acquit 
a man, ^^ upon an acknowledged fact, which, in 
" times of stricter discipline, would have been 
*• deemed a crime deserving the severest pu- 
" nishment/' 

Who says all this, my Lords? Do I say it? — 
No: it is Warren Hastings who says it. He 
records it. He gives you his vouchers and his 
evidence, and he draws the conclusion. He is the 
criminal accuser of the British army. He, who 
sits in that box, accuses the whole British army 
in India. He has declared them to be so tainted 
with peculation from head to foot, as to have 
been induced to commit the most wicked per- 
juries, for the purpose of bearing one another 
out in their abominable peculations. In this 

unnatural 
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unnatural state of things, and whilst there is not 
one military man on these stations of whom Mr. 
Hastings does not give this abominably flagitious 
character ; yet every one of them have joined 
to give him the benefit of their testimony for his 
honourable intentions and conduct. 

In this tremendous scene, which he himself 
exposes, are there no signs of this captain-ge- 
neralship which I have alluded to ? Are there 
no signs of this man's being a captain-general 
of iniquity, under whom all the spoilers of India 
were paid, disciplined, and supported ? I not 
only charge him with being guilty of a thousand 
crimes ; but I assert, that there is not a soldier 
or a civil servant in India, whose culpable acts 
are not owing to this man's example, connivance 
and protection. Every thing which goes to 
criminate them, goes directly against the pri- 
soner. He puts them in a condition to plunder. 
— He suffered no native authority or government 
to restrain them ; and he never called a man to 
an account for these flagitious acts which he has 
thought proper to bring before his country, in 
the most solemn manner and upon the most 
solemn occasion. 

I verily believe, in my conscience, his accu- 
sation is not true, in the excess, in the generality 
and extravagance in which be charges it That 
it is true, in a great measure, we cannot deny; 
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and in that measure we^ in our turn, charge him 
with being the author of all the crimes which 
he denounces ; and if there is any thing in the 
charge beyond the truth, it is he who is to 
answer for the falsehood. 

I will now refer your Lordships to his opinion 
of the civil service, as it is declared and recorded 
in his remarks upon the removal of the Com- 
pany's civil servants by him from the service of 
the Vizier. — " I was,'* says he, " actuated solely 
•* by motives of justice to him, (the Nabob of 
Oude) and a regard to the honour of our 
national character." Here, you see, he de- 
clares his opinion, that in Oude the civil servants 
of the Company had destroyed the national 
character, and that therefore they ought to be 
recalled. — " By removing these people," he 
adds, " I diminish my patronage!*' But I ask, 
How came they there? — Why, through this pa- 
tronage. — He sent them there, to suck the blood 
which the military had spared. He sent these 
civil servants to do ten times more mischief than 
the military ravagers could do, because they 
were invested with greater authority. ** If,'* 
says he, '* I recal them from thence, 1 lessen my 
" patronage ! " — But who, my Lords, authorized 
him to become a patron ? What laws of his 
country justified him in forcing upon the Vizier 
the civil servants of the Company? — What treaty 

authorised 
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authorized him to do it? — What system of policy; 
except his own wicked^ arbitrary system, autho-: 
rized him to act thus? 

He proceeds to say, ** I expose myself ta 
<' obloquy and resentment, from those who are 
** immediately affected by the arrangement, and 
** the long train of their friends and powerful 
patrons.'* — My Lords, it is the constant burthen 
of his song, that he cannot do his duty ; that he 
is fettered in every thing } that he fears a thou-^ 
sand mischiefs to happen to him ; — not from his 
acting with carefulness, economy, frugality, and 
in obedience to the laws of his country, but from* 
the very reverse of all this. Says he, I am afraid 
I shall forfeit the favour of the powerful patrons 
of those servants in England ; namely, the Lords 
and Commons of England, if I do justice to the 
suffering people of this country. 

In the House of Commons there are un^ 
doubtedly powerful people, who may be supposed 
to be influenced by patronage ; but the higher 
and more powerful part of the country is more 
directly represented by your Lordships than by 
us, although we have of the first blood of England 
in the House of Commons. . We do indeed re^ 
present, by the knights of the shires, the landed 
interest. By our city and borough members, we 
represent the trading interest ; we represent the 
whole people of England collectively. But 

Vol. XV. B b neither 
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oeither blood nof power is represented 8o fully 
in the House of CommonB, to that order which 
composes the great body of the people ; the 
protection of which id our peculiar duty^ and to 
whidi it is oUr glor)r to adhere. Biit the dignities 
of the country, the great and powerful, kre 
represented eminently by y6ur Lordships. As 
we therefore would keep the lowest of the people 
from the contagion and dishonour df peculation 
and corruption, and above all, from exercising 
that vice, which, among commoners, is unnatural 
is well as abominable, the vice of tyranny and 
oppression ; so we trust that your Lordships will 
dear yourselves add the higher and more pow* 
erful ranks from giving the smallest countenance 
U) the system which we have done our duty in 
denouncing and bringing before you* 

My Lords, you have heard the account of the 
civil service. — Think of their numbers, think of 
their influence, and the enormous amount of 
iheir salaries, pensions and emoluments ! They 
were^ you have heard, an intolerable burthen oq 
the revenues and authority of the Vizier ; and 
they exposed us to the envy and resentment of 
the whole country, by excluding ihe native 
servants and adherents of the prince from the 
just reward of their services and atkachaieBt$« 
Here, my Lords, is the whole cit^ service bioi^bt 
before you. They usurp thie Country, they de* 
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stroy the revenues, they overload the prince, 
and they exclude all the nobility and eminent 
persons of the country from the just reward of 
their service. 

Did Mr. Francis, whom I saw here a little 
while ago, send these people into that country ? 
Did General Clavering, or Colonel Monson« 
whom he charges with this system, send them 
there ? No, they were sent by himself; and if 
one was sent by any body else for a time, he was 
soon recalled ; so that he is himself answerable 
for all the peculation which he attributes to the 
civil service. You see the character given of 
that service; you there see their accuser ; you 
there see their defender, who, afler having de- 
famed both services, military and civil, never 
punished the guilty in either ; and now receives 
the prodigal praises of botli. 

I defy the ingenuity of man to shew that Mr. 
Hastings is not the defamer of the service. I 
defy the ingenuity of man to shew that the 
honour of Great Britain -has not been tarnished 
under his patronage. He engaged to remove 
ail these blood suckers by the treaty of Chunar $ 
but he never executed that treaty. He proposed 
to take away the temporary brigade; but he 
again established it. He redressed no grievance ; 
he formed do improvements in the Government ; 
he never attempted to provide a remedy without 
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was made by the Nabob, respecting the ex- 
penses of the gentlemen resident at his court, and 
written after the removal before-mentioned. 

Extract of a letter from the Vizier to Mr^ 
Macpherson ; received the 21st April 
1785. 

" With respect to the expenses of the gentle-* 
*• men who are here, I have before written in a 
** covered manner; I now . write plainly that I 
*• have no ability to give money to the gentle- 
men, because I am indebted many lacks of 
rupees to the bankers, for the payment of the 
Company's debt. At the time of Mr. Hast- 
ings's departure, I represented to lym that I 
" had no resources for the expenses of the gen- 
** tiemen. Mr. Hastings, having ascertained my 
** distressed situation, told me that after his 
** arrival in Calcutta he would consult with the 
Council, and remove from hence the expenses 
of thegentlemen,and recal every person, except 
the gentlemen in office here. At this time, 
that all the concerns are dependant ii[)on youj 
and you have in every point f;iven ease to my 
•' mind, according to Mr. Hastings's agreement, 
** I hope that the expenses of the gentlemen 
** may be removed from me, and that you may 
** recal every person residing here beyond the 
•* gentlemen in office. Although Major Palmer 
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entire dependence of Oud^ on tiie British empire* 
I have shewn you how Mr. Hastings usurped all 
power, reduced the prince to a cypher, and made 
of his minister a mere creature of his own ; hov 
he made the servants of the Company dependent 
on his own arbitrary will $ and considered inde*? 
pendente a proof of corruption. It has been 
likewise proved to your Lordships, that he suf^ 
fered the army to become an instrument at 
robbery anc) oppression } and one of its officers 
to be metamorphosed into a farmer general ; to 
waste the country and embezzle its revenues. 
You have seen a clandestine and fraudulent 
system, occasioning violence and rapine; and 
you have seen the prisoner at the bar acknow- 
ledging and denouncing an abandoned spirit of 
rapacity, without bringing its ministers to jus- 
tice; and pleading as his excuse, the fear of 
offending your Lordships and the House of Com- 
mons. We have shewn you the government, 
revenue, commerce and agriculture of Oude, 
ruined and destroyed by Mr. Hastings and his 
creatures. And to wind up all, we have shewn 
you an army so corrupted, as to pervert the 
fundamental principles of justice, which are the 
elements and basis of military discipline. All 
this, I say, we have shewn you ; and I cannot 
believe, that your Lordships will consider that 
we have trifled with your time, or strained our 
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comments one jot beyond the strict measure of 
the text« 

We have shewn you a horrible scene,- arising 
from an astonishing combination of horrible cir- 
cumstances. The order in which you will con- 
sider these circumstances must be left to your 
Lordships. At present I am not able to proceed 
further. My next attempt will be to bring 
before you, the manner in which Mr. Hastings 
treated moveable and immoveable property in 
Oude, and by which he has left nothing unde-* 
stroyed in that devoted country. 

[Adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 7th, 1794. 



fifth day of the reply, 
(mr. burke.) 

MY LORDS, 

WE will now resume tlie consideration of 
the remaining part of our Charge, and 
of the Prisoner's attempts to defend himself 
against it. 

Mr. Hastings, well knowing, (what your Lord- 
ships must also by this time be perfectly satisfied 
was the case) that this unfortunate Nabob had 
no will of his own, draws down his poor victim 
to Chunar, by an order to attend the Governour 
General. If the Nabob ever wrote to Mr. Hast- 
ings, expressing a request or desire for this 
meeting, his letter was unquestionably dictated 
to him by the Prisoner. We have laid a ground 
of direct proof before yop, that the Nabob**s 
being at Chunar, that his proceedings there, and 

that 
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that all his acts were so dictated, and conse- 
quently must be so construed. 

I shall now proceed to lay before your Lord- 
ships the acts of oppression committed by Mr. 
Hastings, through his two miserable instruments; 
the one, his passive instrument, the Nabob ; the 
other, Mr. Middleton, his active instrument, in 
his subsequent plans for the entire destruction 
of that country. In page 513 of the printed 
Minutes, you have Mr. Middleton's declaration 
of his promptitude to represent every thing 
agreeably to Mr. Hastings's wishes. 



" My dear Sir, — I have this day answered 
your publick letter in the form you seemed to 
expect. I hope there is nothing in it, that 
may to you appear too pointed* If you wish 
the matter to be otherwise understood than I 
have taken up and stated it, I ne^d not say 
I shall be ready to conform to whatever you 
may prescribe, and to take upoo myself any 
share of the blame of tbe hitherto noo-per* 
formance of the stipulations made on behalf 
of the Nabob ; though I do aywre you I my* 
self represented to his Excellency aod the 
ministers, conceiving it to be your desire, 
that the apparent aissumption of the rwM of 
his government (for in that ligjht he uQdoubt* 
edly considered it at the first view), as speci- 
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*' fied in the agreement executed by him, was 
^* not meant to be fully and literally enforced, 
'' but that it was necessary you should have 
*^ something to shew on your side, as the Com* 
•* pany were deprived of a benefit, without a 
*^ requital ; and upon the faith of this assurance 
'' alone, I believe I may safely affirm, his Ex- 
** cellency's objections to signing the treaty 
** were given up. If I have understood the 
** matter wrong, or misconceived your design, 
" I am truly sorry for it* However, it is not too 
" late to correct the errour ; and I am ready to 
" undertake, and God willing, to carry through 
" whatever you may, on the receipt of my pub- 
*^ lick letter, tell me is your final resolve. 

'* If you determine, at all events, that the 
** measures of reducing the Nabob's army, &c. 
*^ shall be immediately undertaken, I shall take 
** it as a particular favour if you will indulge me 
^< with a line at Fyzabad, that I may make the 
'* necessary previous arrangements with respect 
^* to the disposal of my family, which I would 
** not wish to retain here, in the event either of 
** a rupture with the Nabob, or the necessity of 
'* employing our forces on the reduction of his 
*^ aumils and troops. This done, I can begin 
" the work in three days after my return from 
" Fyzabad/' 

Besides this letter, which I think isBufficiently 

clear 
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by the assurance given to him that it never was 
to be executed. Here then your Lordships have 
a prince first compelled to enter into a negotia- 
tion, and then induced to accede to a treaty, by 
false assurances that it should not be executed, 
which he declares nothing but force should 
otherwise have compelled him to accede to. 

The first circumstance in this transaction, that 
X shall lay before your Lordships, is, that the 
treaty is declared to have for its objects two 
modes of relieving the Nabob from his distresses; 
from distresses, which we have stated, and which 
Mr. Hastings has not only fully admitted, but 
has himself proved in the clearest manner to 
your Lordships. The first was by taking away 
that wicked j^abble^ the British troops, repre- 
sented by Mr. Hastings as totally ruinous to 
the Nabob's affairs ; and, particularly, by remov- 
ing that part of them, which was called the new 

brigade* 

Another remedial part of the treaty regarded 
the British pensioners. It is in proof before 
your Lordships, that Mr. Hastings agreed to 
recal from Oude that body of pensioners, whp$e 
conduct there is described, in such strong terms^ 
as being ruinous to the Vizier and to all hi$ 
affairs. These pensioners Mri Hastings engaged 
to recal; but he never did recal them. We 
refer your Lordships to the evidence before you, 

in 
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Chunar, is a power given to the Nabob to resume 
all the jagbires not guaranteed by the Company, 
and to give pensions to all those persons who 
should be removed from their jaghires. 

Now» the first thing which would naturally 
occur to a man who Was going to raise a revenue 
through the intervention of the prince of the 
country, would be to recommend to that prince 
a better economy in bis afiairs, and a rational 
and equal assessment upon his subjects, in order 
to furnoh the amount of the demand which he 
Iras about to make upon him. I need not tell 
your Lordships, trained and formed as your 
minds are to the rules and orders of good go- 
vernment, that there is no way by which a prince 
can justly assess his subjects, but by assessing 
them all in proportion to their respective abili- 
ties; and that if a prince should make such a 
body, as the House of Lords in this kingdom 
(which comes near the case I am going to state) 
separately the stdiject of assessment, such a thing 
would be contrary to all the principles of regular 
and just taxation in any country in the universe. 
Some men may possibly, by locality or privil^es, 
be ^Itcepted from c^tain taxes, but no taxation 
ever can be just that is thrown upon some par- 
ticular claiss only ; and if that clsss happen to be 
small and the demand great, the injustice done 
is directly proportionable to the greatness of 

the 
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some of these jaghires (as they are called, and 
en which I shall say a veiry few words to your 
Lordships,) were guaranteed by the Company^ 
The jaghires of his own house, of his mother 
and grandmother, were guaranteed by us. I must 
inform your Lordships, that upon some of our 
other exactions at an earlier period, the Nabob 
had endeavoured to levy a forced loan upon the 
jaghirdars. This forced loan was made and sub- 
mitted to by those people, upon a direct assu* 
ranee of their rights in the jaghires, which right 
was guaranteed by the British Resident, not 
only to the Begums, and to the whole family of 
the Nabob, but also to all the other objects of 
the tax. 

Before I proceed, I will beg leave to state to 
you briefly the nature of these jaghires. The 
jaghirdars, the holders of jaghires, form the body 
of the principal Mahometan nobility. The great 
nobility of that country are divided into two 
parts : one part consists of the zemindars, who 
are the ancient proprietors of land, and the here- 
ditary nobility of the country, these are mostly 
Gentoos. The Mahometans form the other part^ 
whose whole interest in the land consist ' in the 
jaghires, for very few indeed of them are ze- 
mindars any where, in some of the provinces 
none of them are so ; the whole of them are 
jaghirdars. 

Vol. XV. C c We 
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:^hose family, both by father and mothef, liot- 
"withstanding the slander of the Prisoner against 
his benefactor, was undoubtedly of the first and 
-most distinguished nobility of the Mahometan 
empire. Accordingly his uncles, all his near 
relations, his mother, grandmother, all possessed 
jaghires, some of very long standing, and most 
of them not given by the Nabob. 

I take some pains in explaining this business, 
because I trust your Lordships will have a strong 
feeling against any confiscation for the purpose of 
revenue. Believe me, my Jx)rds, if there is any 
thing which will root the present order of things 
out of Europe, it will begin, as we see it has 
already begun in a neighbouring country, by con- 
•^seating, for the purposes of the State, grants 
made to classes of men, let them be held by what 
names, or be supposed susceptible of what abuses 
soever. I will venture to say that Jacobinism 
never can strike a more deadly blow against pro- 
perty, rank and dignity, than your Lordships, if 
you were to acquit this man, would strike against 
your own dignity, and the very being of the 
society in which we live. 

Your Lordships will find in your printed Mi* 
tiutes, who the jaghirdars were, and what was 
the amount of their estates. The jaghires of 
which Mr. Hastings authorized the confiscation, 
or what he calls a resumption^ appear from Mr* 
Purling's account, when first the forced loan was 

c c 2 levied 
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•country, as I have proved this man to have done, 
if he found the Prince going to do an act which 
would shake the property of all the nobility of 
the country, he surely ought to raise his hand 
and say, ** You shall not make my name your 
'* sanction for such an atrocious and abominable 
** act as this confiscation would be.'' 

Mr. Hastings, however, whilst he gives, with 
an urbanity for which he is so much praised, his 
consent to this confiscation, adds, there must 
be pensions secured for all persons losing theif 
•estates, who had the security of our guarantee. 
Your Lordships know that Mr. Hastings by his 
guarantee had secured their jaghires to the 
Nabob's own relations and family. One would 
have imagined that if the estates of those who 
were without any security were to be confiscated 
at his pleasure, those at least who were guaran- 
teed by the Company, such as the Begums of 
Oude, and several of the principal nobility of 
the Nabob's family, would have been secure. 
He indeed says, that pensions shall be given 
them, for at this time he had not got the length 
of violating, without shame or remorse, all the 
guarantees of the Company. There shall, says 
he, be pensions given. If pensions were to. be 
given to the value of the estate, I ask what has 
this violent act done ? You shake the security 
of property, and instead of suffering a man to 

c c 3 • gather 
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be the event when such a strange metamorphosis 
was to be made as that of turning a great landed 
interest into a pensionary payment. As it couI4 
answer no other purpose, so it could be intended 
for po other than that of getting possession of 
these jaghires by fraud. This man, my Lord8» 
cannot commit a robbery without indulging him^ 
^elf at the same time in the practice of hif 
favourite arts of fraud and falselvood. 

And here I must again remind your Lordshipsi 
that at the time of the treaty of Chunar, the 
jaghires were held in the following manner : — Of 
the 285,000/. a year which Was to be confiscated« 
the old grants of Sujah Dowlah the grandfather 
of the Nabob, amounted to near two-thirds of 
the whole, as you will find in the paper to which 
we refer you. By this confiscation therefore the 
Nabob was authorized to resume grants of which 
be bad not been the grantor. 

[Mr. Burke here r6ad the list of the jaghires.] . 

• - ■ # 

Now, my Lords, you see that all these estates 

except 25,782 /. a year, were either jaghires for 
the Nabob's own immediate family, settled by 
his father upon his mother, and by his father*^ 
father upon his grandmother, and upon Salar Jung 
bis uncle, or were the property of the most con- 
siderable nobility, to the gross amount of 285,000/. 
Mr. Hastings confesses that the Nabob reluctantly 
. c c 4 made 
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neither of which your Lordships can bear to 
hear the sound of, to stand equal in point of 
morality, let us see how tliey stand in point of 
calculation. The unexceptionable part of the 
285,000/. amounted to 260,000/. a year; whereas, 
supposing every part of the new grants had been 
made to the most unworthy persons, it only 
amounted to 25,000/. a year. Therefore by his 
own account, given to you and to the Company, 
upon this occasion, he has confiscated 260,000 L 
a year, the property of innocent, if not of meri- 
torious individuals, in order to punish by con- 
fiscation those who had 25,000 /. a year only. 
This is the account he gives you himself of his 
honour, his justice, and his policy in these pro- 
ceedings. 

But, my Lords, he shall not escape so. It is 
in your Minutes, that so far was the Nabob from 
wishing to save the new exceptionable grants, 
that at the time of the forced loan I have men^ 
tioned, and also when the resumption was pro* 
posed, he was perfectly wilh'ng to give up every 
one of them, and desired only that his mother, 
his uncles, and his relations^ with other iodi* 
viduals, the prime of the Mahometan nobility of 
that country, should be spared. Is it not enough 
that this poor Nabob, this wretched prince, is 
made a slave to the man now standing at your 
bar; that he is made by him a shame and a 

scandal 
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acts of the Prisoner { who has recourse to slander 
^nd calumny as a proper way to defend vio^ 
jence, outrage, and wrongs. 

We have now gone through the first stage of 
Mr. Hastings's confisqation of the estates of 
these unhappy people. When it came to be put 
in execution, Mr. Middleton finds^ the Nabol|^ 
reluctant, ia the greatest degree, to make this 
Bacriiice of his family, and of all his nobility. It 
touched him in every way in which shame an^ 
sympathy can affect a man* He falls at the feet 
pf Mr. Middleton ; he says, I signed the treaty 
of Chunar upon an assurance that it was nevef 
meant to be put in force. Mr. Middleton never- 
theless proceeds; he sends the family of th^ 
Nabob out of the country; but he entertaiqy 
fears of a general revolt as the consequence oif 
this tyrannical act, and refers the case back to 
Mr« Hastings, who insists upon its being exe^ 
cuted in its utmost extent. The Nabob again 
remonstrates in the strongest manner ; he begs, 
he prays, he dissembles, he delays. One day he 
pretends to be willing to submit, the next he 
hangs back, just as the violence of Mr. Hastings 
or his own natural feelings an4 principles of 
justice dragged him one way or dragged himi^ 
another. Mr. Middleton, trembling and under 
the awe of that drfiodfid responsHHUty^ undei^ 
which your Lordships niay remember Mr. Haat^ 

ings 
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ing, with proper people to see them punctually^ 
and implicitly carried into execution ; but 
before they were all transcribed, I received 
a message from the Nabobs who had been 
informed by the minister of the resolution I 
had taken, intreating that I would withhold 
the perwannahs till to-morrow morning, when 

*^ he would attend me, and afibrd me satisfac-^ 
tion on this point. As the loss of a few hours 
in the dispatch of the perwannahs appeared of 

^* little moment, and as it is possible, the Nabob, 

** seeing that the business will at all events be 
done, may make it an act of his own, I have 
consented to indulge him in his request ; but 
be the result of our interview whatever it may, 
notliing shall prevent the orders being issued 
to-morrow,* either by him or myself, with the 

** concurrence of the ministers. Your pleasure 
respecting the Begums, I have learnt from 
Sir Elijah ; and the measure heretofore pro- 
posed will soon follow the resumption of the 
jaghires ; from both, or indeed from the former 
alone, I have no doubt of the complete liqui- 

" dation of the Company's balance.*' 

«* Lucknow, the 7th Dec. I78I. 

** My dear Sir, — I had the honour to ad- 
«* dress you yesterday, informing you of the step» 
<< I had taken in regard to the resumption of 
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*^ afterwards sent for his minister, land autho- 
^^ rized him to give me hopes that my requisi- 
^ tion would be complied with, on which I 
^ expressed my satisfaction ; but declared that 
^* I could admit of no further delays, and unlessr 
•* I received his excellency's formal acquiesence 
^ before the evening, I should then most assii- 
^* redly issue my perwannahs, which I have 
^^ accordingly done, not having had any assu- 
^* ranees from his excellency that could justify 
^^ a further suspension. I shall, as soon as 
•* possible, inform you of the effect of the per- 
*^ wannahs, which, in many parts, I am appre- 
<* hensive it will be found necessary to enforce 
•*^ with military aid j I am not, however, en- 
M tirely without hopes that the Nabob, when he 
" sees the ineflScacy of further opposition, may 
^* alter his conduct, and prevent the confusion! 
** and disagreeable consequences which would be 
*♦ too likely to result from the prosecution of 
^ a measure of such importance without hi^ 
** concurrence J his excellency talks of goin^ 
** to Fyzabad for the purpose heretofore men- 
" tioned, in three or four days ; I wish he may 
^' be serious in this intention, and you may resC 
** assured I shall spare no pains to keep faim 
*« to it." 

^ Luckuow^ 
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•* 'ni6nths to come, while his resources were 
•* strained to the utmost to furnish jaidads, tov 
^' its maintenance to this period. I therefore 
•* hesitate not to declare it utterly impossible 
f* for him, under any circumstances whatever^ 
;* to provide funds for the payment of the troops 
^* you now propose to send him. :» 

*• The wresting Furruckabad, Kyrague, and 
^* Fyzula Cawu*s country from his government 
'* (for ^n that light, my dear Sir, I can faithfully 
'* assure you, he views the measures adopted i« 
•* respect to ' those countries) together with the 
V resumption of all the jaghires, so much against 
** his inclination^ have already brought the 
'** Nabob to a persuasion that nothing less than 
'* his destruction, or the annihilation of every 
^* shadow of his power is meant ^ and all my 
'* labours to convince him to the contrary have 
** proved abortive. A settled melancholy has 
.'< seized him, and his health is reduced beyond 
^* conception ; and I do most hiimbly t^elieve^ 
4* that the march of four regiments of sepoys 
•* towards Lucknow, under whatever circure^ 
^* stances it might be represented, would be 
•* considered by him as, a force ultimately to be 
** used in securing his person. In' short,' my 
^' dear Sir, it is a matter of such immediate 

moment, and involving,' apparently, such very 
'•* serious and important consieqiiences, that jl 
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his correspondence with Mr« Middleton^ irre- 
fragable proofs that this Nabob> wbQ is stated to. 
have made the proposition him^eirt was dragged' 
to the signature of it; and that the troops whijch 
are supposed, and fraudulently suited (and ^ 
wish your Ix)rdships particularly to observe this) 
to have been 3ent to assist him in this measure^ 
were considered by him as a body of tropps sept 
to imprison him, and to free hin> from ^U th^ 
troubles and pains of governiqent. 

Wloen Mr* Hastings isent the troops £br tli^ 
purposci as he pretendefl> of AS3.ist^1g the Nabol^ 
in the execution of ^ measure whicii w^s realljr 
adopted in direct opposition to the wisi^es pf 
that Prince, what pthier conclusion cQiild h^ 
drawn bolt tbs^t tl^y wer^ ^ent tp pver^u'ei qpt 
to assist^ him. The march of alien troops into 
a country, upon that occasion, couljd ^aye xiq 
object but hostility ; they could have been sejj$ 
with no other design but that of brjqging dis- 
grace upon the Nabob, by m^kinjg bkn the 
instrument of his family's ri^n, and of ^h^ 
destruction of his nobility^ Your lyord^hipf^ 
therefore, will not wonder that this miseirabl^ 
man should have sunk into despair^ and that b^ 
should have felt the weight of his oppreasif)!^ 
doubly aggravated by its coming frpffi s^db j^ 
m^n as Mr. jEIastings, and by its being eiifoi^c^ 
by such a man as Mr. Middleton. 

D D 2 And 
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' And here I must press one observation upon 
^our Lordships,— I do not know a greater insult 
that can be offered to a man born to command, 
than to find himself made the tool of a set of 
obscure men, come from an unknown country, 
without any thing to distinguish them but an' 
usurped power. Never shall I, out of comph'« 
ment to any persons, because they happen to' 
be my own countrymen, disguise my feeling? 
or renounce the dictates of nature and of hu* 
manity. If we send out obscure people, un- 
knowing and unknown, to exercise such acts as 
these, I must say it is a bitter aggravation of the 
vibdm^s suffering. Oppression and robbery are 
iit all times evils, but they are more bearable 
when exercised by persons whom we have been" 
habituated to regard with awe, and to whom 
hiankind for ages have been accustomed to 
bow. 

Now^ does the history of tyranny furnish — 
does the history of popular violencie deposing 
kings, furnish any thing like the dreadful depo- 
sition of this prince, and the cruel and abominable 
tyranny that has been exercised over him? Con-*' 
sider, too, my Lords, for what object all this was 
done. AVas Mr. Hastings endeavouring, by hi^ 
arbitary interference and the use of his superioi* 
power, to screen a people from the usurpation 
and power of a tyrant; from any strong and 
- ' . i violent 
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^icdeni^ acts, against property, against dignity|. 
Itgainst nobility, .against the freedom of lUi[ 
people ? No : you see here, a monarch deposeilj 
jii effect, by persons pretending to be his alHes ^ 
^nd assigning what are pretended to be ^ his 
4¥ishes, as the motive for using his usurped auy 
Ihority in the execution of these acts of violence, 
pgainst his own family and his subjects, < Yoif 
^e him struggling against this violent prostitUr 
lion of his authority. He refuses the sanction 
of his name, which before he had given up to 
.Mr. Hastings, to be used as he pleased, and 9nly 
begs not to be made an instrument of wron^ 
which his soul abhors, and which would mak^ 
.him infamous throughout the world. Mr. Mid- 
.dleton however assumes the sovereignty of t^p 
country. I, he says, am Nabob of Oude : the 
jaghires shall be confiscated ; I have given my 
orders, and they shall be supported by a military 
force. 

I am ashamed to have so far distrusted yoitr 
Lordships' honourable and generous feelings, 
as to have offered you, upon this occasion, any 
remarks which you must have run before me i(i 
.making. Those feelings which you have, an4 
ought to have ; feelings born in the breasts of a|l 
men, and much more in men of your Lordshipsf' 
elevated rank, reader mj^ ren[;arks unnecessary. 
J need not. therefore, ask what you feel, when 

D D S a foreign 
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a fore^ Re«dent» at a prince^il omrt^ takei 
upon hiitiself to force that prince to act the part 
dT a tyrant, and» upon hk tesistaitce^ openly and 
atowedly assumes the Sovensigntj of the countnrv 
You have it in proof that Mr. Middleton did 
this. He not only put his own name to ihi 
orders for this horrible con&tration, but he ao 
hiaily proceeded to dispossess the jaghirdars of 
their lands, and to send then^ out of the countryi 
And whom does he send, in the place of thift 
plundered body oiT nobility, to tafce possessiod 
of the country ? Why the iteureri <^ Benares. 
Yes, my Lords, he immediately mortgages the 
¥rhoIe country to the usurers of ]^nared» for th6 
purpose of raising money upoil it j giving it u^ 
to those blood-suckers, disjiossessed of that 
nobility whose interest, whose duly, whose feel- 
ings, and whose habits, madd them the natural 
jwotectors of the people. 

My Lords, we here see a body of usurers piR 
fnto posseaision Of all the estat^ of the nobility : 
let us now tee if this act was l!k«cesaary, even fiir 
the avowed ^purposes Of its agent^--tfae relief 
;of the l4abob's iSnancial diffiiullite^ itnd the 
payment of h Is debts to the Gon^pany. Mn Mid- 
dleton has told your Lordships, that these jag- 
hires v^ould pay the Cot&pmy^i dlebt ixmipletely 
ill tDro y6ai-s. Theti, Would it not have beeh 
t)ett6r to We left these eMates in the hands of 
• ^ their 
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their owners, and to have oppressed them in 
some moderate, decent way ? Might they not 
have left the jaghirdars to raise the sums re* 
quired, by some settlement with the banke;*s of 
Benares, in which tlie repayment of the moneyt 
within five or six years, might have been secured, 
and the jaghirdars have had, in the mean time, 
something to subsist upon? O no ^ these victims 
must have nothing to live upon. They must be 
turned out. And why ? Mr. Hastings comr 
mands it. — Here I must come in aid of Mr. Midr 
dleton, a little ; for one cannot but pity the 
miserable instruments that have to act under 
Mr. Hastings. I do not mean to apologize for 
Mr. MIddleton, but to pity the situation of pei> 
sons who, being servants of the Company, were 
converted, by the usurpation of tliis man, into 
his subjects and his slaves. The mind of Mr. 
Middleton revolts. You see him reluctant to 
proceed. The Nabob begs a respite. You find 
in the Resident a willingness to comply. Even 
Mr. Middleton is placable. Mr. Hastings alooa 
is obdurate. His resolution to rob and to destroy 
was not to be moved, and the estates of th^ 
whole Mahometan nobility of a great kingdom 
were confiscated in a moment. Your Lordships 
will observe, that bis orders to Mr. Middleton 
^low no forbearance. He writes thus to him : . 

D D 4 " Sir, 
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** aumilsi and their wealth in such charge, as 
** may secure it against private embezzlements 
** You will have a force more than sufficient to 
effect both these purposes. » 

The reformation of his army, and the new 
•* settlement of his revenues, are also points of 
'* immediate concern, and ought to be imme* 
** diately concluded. Has any thing been done 
** in either? 

*^ I now demand and require you most so* 
^* lemnly to answer me. Are you confident in 
** your own ability to accomplish all these purv 
** poses, and the other points of my instructions? 
** If you reply that you are, I will depart with 
^^ a quiet and assured mind to the presidency, 
** but leave you a dreadful responsibility if you 
*^ disappoint me. If you tell me, that you can- 
•* not rely upon your power, and the other 
** means which you possess for performing these 
<* services, I will free you from the charge. I will 
** proceed myself to Lucknow, and I will myjsetf 
** undertake them ; and in that case, I desire 
•* that you will immediately order bearers to be 
•• stationed, for myself and two other gentlemen, 
** between Lucknow and lUahabad, and I .will 
** set out from hence in three days afler the 
'* receipt of your letter. 

<< I am sorry that I am under the necessity 
<* of writing in jthis pressing manner. I trurt 

•• implicitly 
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mantter in which he prepares to meet them* 
t must get money. I most carry with me that 
great excuse for every things that salve for every 
8or6^ that expiation for every crime ; let me 
provide that all is well. You Mr. Middleton try 
your nerves ; are you equal to these services ( 
examine yourself; see what is in you ) are yott 
man enough to come up to it, says the great 
robber to the little robber — says Roland the 
great to his puny accomplice— are you equal to 
it ? Do you feel yourself a man ? If not, send me^ 
eengers and dawks to me, and I the great master 
tyrant will come myself, and put to shame all 
the paltry^ delegate tools of despotism, that have 
not edge enough to cut their way through, an4 
do the services I have ordained for them. 

t have already stated to your Lordships hiR 
reason and motives for this violence, and they 
•are sucK as aggravated his crime by attempting 
to implicate his country in it. He says he was 
afmid to go home without having provided for 
the payment of the Nabob^s debt; afraid of 
wl>at ? Was he a£raid of coming before a British 
tribunal, and saying, — ^through justice, through 
a regard for the rights of an allied sovereigiij 
through a regard to the rights of his people I 
have not got so much as I expected ? Of this 
no man could be afraid* The Prisonei^s fear 
had another origin, I have fiMled, says he. to 

himself. 
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jaghirdars? I suppose your Lordships are not 
idle enough to put that question to us — No com* 
pensation, no consideration was given or stipu^ 
lated for them. If there had been any such 
thing, the Prisoner could have proved it. He 
would have proved it. The means were easy to 
him, but we have saved him the trouble of the 
attempt. We have proved the contrary, and, if 
called upon, we will shew you the place where 
this is proved. 

I have now shewn your Lordships how Mr. 
Hastings, having with such violent and atrocious 
circumstances usurped the government of Oude^ 
(I hope I need not use any farther proof that 
the Nabob was in effect non-existent in the 
country,) treated all the landed property ; the 
next question will be. How has he treated what)> 
ever monied property was left in the country ? 
My Lords, he looked over that immense waste 
of his own creating, not as Satan viewed the 
kingdoms of the world and saw the power and 
glory of them ; but he looked over the waste 
of Oude, with a diabolical malice, which one 
£ould hardly suppose existed in the prototype 
himself. He saw no where above ground one 
single shilling, that he could attach ; no not 
one ; levery place had been ravaged, no money 
remained in dight; but possibly some might bb 
buried in vaults, hid from the gripe of tyranny 

and 
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see a desire, obliquely expressed, to get thd 
landed estates of all these great families. But 
even while he was meeting with such reluctance 
in the Nabob upon this point, and though he 
also met with some resistance upon the part even 
of Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hastings appears to have 
given him in charge some other still more ob* 
noxious and dreadful acts. ** While I was me* 
*' ditating,'' says Mr. Middleton, in one of his 
letters, upon this, [the resumption of the Jaghires^ 
** your orders came to me through Sir Elijah 
" Impey.*' What these orders were, is left 
obscure in the letter : it is yet but as in a mist 
or cloud. But it is evident that Sir Elijah Impej 
did convey to him some project for getting at 
more wealth by some other service, which was 
not to supersede the first, but to be concurrent 
with that upon which Mr. Hastings had before 
given him such dreadful charges, and had loaded 
him with such horrible responsibility. It could 
not have been any thing but the seizure of th^ 
Begum's treasures. He thus goaded on two 
reluctant victims, first the reluctant Nabob, 
then the reluctant Mr. Middleton, forcing them 
with the bayonet behind them, and urging on 
the former, as at last q>pears, to violate the 
sanctity of his mother's house. 

Your Lordships have been already told b^ 
one of my able Fellow^managers, that Sir EHjafa 

Impey 
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were their property. This is the Nabob, who is 
now represented by Mr. Hastings and his coun- 
sel, to have become the instrument of destroying 
his mother, and grandmother, and every thing 
else, tliat ought to be dear to mankind, through- 
out the whole train of his family. 

Mr. Hastings having resolved to seize upon 
the treasures of the Begums, is at a loss for some 
pretence of justifying the act. His first justi- 
fication of it is on grounds which all tyrants have 
ready at their hands. He begins to discover 
a legal title to that of which he wished to be 
the possessor ; and on this title sets up a claim 
to these treasures. I say Mr. Hastings set up 
this claim, because by this time I suppose your 
Lordships will not bear to hear the Nabob's 
name on such an occasion. The Prisoner pre- 
tended, that by the Mahometan law, these 
goods did belong to the Nabob ; but whether 
they did or did not, he had himself been an 
active instrument in the treaty for securing their 
possession to the Begums ; a security which he 
attempts to unlock by his constructions of the 
Mahometan law. Having set up this title, the 
guarantee still remained, and how is he to get 
rid of that ? In his usual way. You have re- 
belled; you have taken up arms against your 
own son (for that is the pretext) and therefore 
my guarantee is gone, and your goods, whether 

Vol. XV. E b you 
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and mother have robbed the son» and kept him 
out of his rightful inheritance. They then 
produce the Hedaya to show you what propor-. 
tion of the goods of a Mussulman when lie dies 
goes to his family, and here certainly there is a 
question of Jaw to be tried ; but Mr. Hastings 
is a great eccentric genius, and has a course of 
proceeding of his own ; he first seizes upon the 
property and then produces some Mahometan 
writers to prove that it did not belong to the 
persons who were in possession of it. You 
would naturally expect that when he was going 
to seize upon those goods, he would have con- 
sulted his Chief Justice, for as Sir Elijah Impey 
went with him, he might have consulted him ; 
and have thus learnt what was the Mahometan 
law. For tliough Sir Elijah had not taken his 
degree at a Mahometan college ; though he was 
not a Mufti or a Molavie, yet he had always 
Muflis and Molavies near him, and he might 
have consulted them. But Mr. Hastings does- 
not even pretend that such consultations or con- 
ferences were ever had. If he ever consulted 
Sir Elijah Impey, where is the report of the 
case, when were the parties before him ? Where 
are the opinions of the Molavies ? Where is the 
judgment of the Chief Justice ? Was he fit for 
nothing, but to be employed as a messenger, as 
a common tipstaff? Was he not fit to try these 

£ £ 2 rights 
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rights or to decide upon them ? He has told 
you here indeed negatively, that he did not know 
any title Mr. Hastings had to seize upon the 
property of the Begums, except upon his hypo- 
thesis of the rebellion. He was asked, if he 
knew any other. He answered no. It conse- 
quently appears, that Mr. Hastings, though he 
had before him his doctors of all laws, who could 
unravel for him all the enigmas of all the laws in 
the world, and who had himself shone upon 
questions of Mahometan law, in the case of the 
Xudea Begum ; did not dare to put this case to 
Sir Elijah Impey, and ask what was his opinion 
concerning the rights of these people ; he was 
tender, I suppose, of the reputation of the Chief 
Justice. For Sir Elijah Impey, though a very 
good man to write a letter, or take an affidavit 
in a comer, or run on a message, to do the 
business of an under-sheriff, tipstaff, or bum- 
bailiff, was not fit to give an opinion on a ques- 
tion of Mahometan law. 

You have heard Ali Ibrahim Khan referred 
to ; this Mahometan lawyer, was carried by Mr. 
Hastings up to Benares, to be a witness of the 
vast good he had done in that province, and was 
made Chief Justice there. All indeed, that we 
know of him, except the high character given of 
him by Mr. Hastings, is, I believe, that he is the 
Ali Ibrahim Khan, whomin the Company's records 

I find 
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I find mentioned as a person giving bribes upon 
some former occasion to Mr. Hastings; but what- 
ever he was besides, he was a doctor of the 
Mahometan law, he was a Mufti, and was made 
by Mr. Hastings the principal judge in a cri- 
minal court, exercising (as I believe) likewise a 
considerable civil jurisdiction, and therefore he 
was qualified as a lawyer ; and Mr. Hastings can- 
not object to his qualifications either of integrity 
or of knowledge. This man was with him. Why 
did not he consult him upon this law ? Why did 
he not make him out a case of John Doe an4 
Richard Rpe, of John Stokes and John a Nokes? 
Why not say Sinub possesses such things, under 
such and such, circumstances, give me your opi- 
nion upon the legality of the possession. No ; he 
did no such thing. 

Your Lordships, I am sure, will think it a little 
extraordinary, that neither this Chief Justice 
made by himself, nor that other Chief Justice 
whom he led about with him in a string ; tiie one 
an English Chief Justice, with a Mahometan suit, 
in his court; the other a Mahometan Chief 
Justice of the country ; that neither of them wivi 
consulted as lawyers by the Prisoner. Both of 
them were indeed otherwise employed by him. 
For we find Ali Ibrahim Khan employed in the 
same subservient capacity in which Sir Elijah 
Impey was ; in order, I suppose, to keep the law 

E E 3 of 
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of England and the law of Mahomet upon a just 
par ; for upon this equality Mr. Hastings always 
values himself. Neither of these two Chief 
Justices, I say, was ever consulted, nor one 
opinion taken ; but they were both employed in 
the correspondence and private execution of this 
abominable project, when the Prisoner himself 
had not either leisure or perhaps courage to give 
his publick order in it till things got to greater 
ripeness. 

To Sir Elijah Impey, indeed, he did put a 
question ; and, upon my word, it did not require 
an Oedipus or a Sphinx to answer it. Says he, 
I asked Sir Elijah Impey. — What? a question on 
the title between the Nabob and his mother? 
No such thing. He puts an hypothetical ques- 
tion. Supposing, says he, a rebellion to exist in 
that country ; will the Nabob be justified in 
seizing the goods of the rebels r That is a ques^ 
tion decided in a moment ; and I must have a 
malice to Sir Elijah Impey, of which I am inca- 
pable, to deny the propriety of his answer. But 
observe, I pray you, my Lords, there is some- 
thing peculiarly good and correct in it ; he does 
not take upon him to say one word of the actual 
existence of a rebellion, though he was at the 
time in the country, and if there had been any, 
he must have been a witness to it : but so chaste 
was his character as a judge, that h^ would not 
* touch 
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touch upon the juries office. I am Chief Justice 
here, says he, though a little wandering out of 
my orbit; yet still the sacred office of justice is 
in me. Do you take upon you the fact ; I find 
the law. Were it not for this sacred attention to 
separate jurisdictions, he might have been a 
tolerable judge of the fact. Just as good a judge 
as Mr. Hastings ; for neither of them knew it 
any other way, as it appears afterwards, but by 
rumour and reports; — reports, 1 believe, of Mr* 
Hastings's own raising ; for I do not know 
that Sir Elijah Impey had any thing to do witH 
them. 

But to proceed. With regard to the title of 
these ladies, according to the Mahometan law ; 
— ^you have nothing laid before you by the Pri^ 
soner's counsel, but a quotation cut out with the 
scissars from a Mahometan law book (which I 
suspect very much the learned gentlemen have 
never read through) declaring how a Maho^ 
metan's effects are to be distiibuted. But Mn 
Hastings could not, at the time, have consulted 
that learned counsel who now defends him upon 
the principles of the Hedaya, the Hedaya not 
having been then published in English; andj[ 
will venture to say, that neither Sir Elijah Impey^ 
nor Ali Ibrahim Khan, nor any other person^ 
high or low, in India, ever suggested this de*i 
fence ; and that it was never thought of, till 

E E 4 lately 
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lately found by the learned counsel in the 
English translation of the Hedaya. God bless 
me ! now says Mr. Hastings. What ignorance 
have I been in all this time ! I thought I was 
seizing this unjustly, and that the pretence 
of rebellion was necessary ; but my counsel 
have found out a book, since published, and 
from it they produce the law upon that subject, 
and shew that the Nabob had a right to seize 
upon the treasures of his mother. But are your 
Lordships so ignorant — ^yoiir Lordships are not 
ignorant of any thing, — are any men so ignorant 
as not to know, that in every country the com- 
mon law of distribution of the estate of an 
intestate amongst private individuals, is no rule 
with regard to the family arrangements of great 
princes. Is any one ignorant, that from the 
days of the first origin of the Persian monarchy, 
the laws of which have become rules ever since 
for almost all the monarchs of the east, the wives 
of great men have had, independent of the com- 
mon distribution of their goods, great sums of mo- 
ney and great estates in land, one for their girdle, 
one for their veil, and so on, going through the 
rest of their ornaments and attire ; and that tliey 
held great estates and other effects, over which 
the reigning monarch or his successor had no 
controul whatever. Indeed, my Lords, a more 
curious and extraordinary species of trial than 

this 
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this of a question of right, never was heard of 
since the world began. Mr. Hastings begins 
with seizing the goods of the Begums at Fy- 
zabad, nine thousand miles from you, and 
fourteen years after tries the title in an Eng- 
lish court, without having one person to appear 
for these miserable ladies. I trust you will not 
suffer this mockery. I hope this last and ulti- 
mate shame will be spared us : for, I declare to 
God, that the defence, and the principles of it; 
appear to me ten thousand times worse than the 
istct itself. 

Now, my Lords^ this Criminal, throtigh htg 
counsel, chooses with their usual flippancy to say* 
that the Commons have been cautious in stating 
this part of the Charge, knowing that they were 
on tender ground, and therefore did not venture 
to say entitled^ but possessed of only. A notable 
discovery indeed ! We are as far from being 
taken in by such miserable distinctions as we are 
incapable of making them. We certainly have 
not said that the Begums were entitled to, but 
only that they were possessed of certain pro? 
perty. And we have so said because we were 
not competent to decide upon their title ; be- 
cause your Lordships are not competent to 
decide upon their title ; because no part of 
this tribunal is competent to decide upon their 
title. You have not the parties before you ; 

you 
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you have not the cause before you, but are 
getting it by oblique, improper, and indecent 
means. You are not a court of justice, to try 
that question. The parties are at a distance 
from you. They are neither present them- 
selves, nor represented by any counsel, advocate, 
or attorney : and I hope no House of Lords will 
ever judge and decide upon the title of any 
human being, much less upon the title of the first 
women in Asia, sequestered, shut up from you, 
at nine thousand miles distance. 

I believe, my Lords, that the Emperor of 
Hindostan little thought, while Delhi stood, that 
^n English subject of Mr. Hastings's description 
should domineer over the Vizier of his empire, 
ftnd give the law to the first persons in his domi- 
nions. He as little dreamed of it as any of your 
Ixirdships now dreatn^ that you shall have your 
property seized by a delegate from Lucknow, 
and have it tried by what tenure a peer or 
peeress of Great Britain hold, the one his estate^ 
and the other her jointure, dower, or her share of 
goods, her paraphernalia, in any court of Adawlet 
ia Hindostan. If any such thing should happen^ 
— for we know not what may happen j we live in 
an age of strange revolutions, and I doubt whe- 
ther any more strange than this, — the Conimons 
t>f Great Britain would shed their best blood? 
pooner than suffer that a tribunal at Lucknow 

should 



OF WARREK HASTINGS, ESQ, 427 

should decide upon any of your titles, for thW 
purpose of justifying a robber, that has taken* 
your property. We should do the best we could^^ 
if such a strange circumstance occurred. 

The House of Commons, who are virtually the 
representatives of Lucknow, and who lately took 
500,000/. of their money, will not suffer the na-' 
tives first to be robbed oftheir property, and then* 
the titles, which, by the laws oftheir own country^ 
they have to the goods they possess, to be tried byl 
any tribunal in Great Britain. Why was it not 
tried in India before Mr. Hastings ? One would 
suppose that an English governour, if called td 
decide upon such a claim of the Nabob's, . would' 
doubtless be attended by judges, mufU's,lawyer8y^ 
and all the apparatus of legal justice. — No sucb' 
thing : this man marches into the country, not^ 
with molavies, not with mufli's, not with, the 
solemn apparatus of Oriental justice :— no; he 
goes with colonels and captains, and majors:* 
these are his lawyers ; and when he gets there^ 
he demands from the parties, not their titles 
— No : give me your money, is his cry. It is Bf 
shame, (and I will venture to say, that these 
gentlemen, upon recollection, will feel ashame4) 
to see the bar justify what the sword is ashamed 
of. In reading this correspondence, I havcf 
found these great mufti's and lawyers, these 
great chief justices, attornies general' and soit*^ 

citors 
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Citors general, called colonels and captains, 
ashamed of these proceedings, and endeavouring 
to mitigate their cruelty ; yet we see British law- 
yersin aBritish tribunal supporting and justifying 
these acts, on the plea of defective titles. 

The learned Counsel asks, with an air of 
triumph, whether these ladies possessed these 
treasures by jointure, dower, v/ill, or settlement. 
What was the title ? Was it a deed of gift — was 
it a devise — was it donatio causa mortis — was it 
dower — was it jointure — What was it? To all 
which senseless and absurd questions we answer. 
You asked none of these questions of the parties, 
when you guaranteed to them, by a solemn 
treaty, the possession of their goods. Then was 
the time to have asked these questions : but you 
asked none of them. You supposed their right, 
and you guaranteed it, though you might then 
have asked — what was there right. But besides 
the force and virtue of the guarantee, these un- 
happy princesses had ransomed themselves from 
any claim upon their property. They paid a sum 
of money, applied to your use, for that gua- 
rantee. They had a treble title— by possession, 
by guarantee, by purchase. 

Again ; did you ask these questions when you 
went to rob them of their landed estates, th^ir 
money, their ornaments, and even their wearing 
apparel? When you sent those great lawyers, 

major 
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major — major — and the other majors, and colo- 
nels, and captains, did you call on them to 
exhibit their title deeds ? No— with a pistol at 
their breast, you demanded their money. In- 
stead of forging a charge of rebellion against 
these unhappy persons, why did you not then 
call on them for their vouchers ? No rebellion 
was necessary to give validity to a civil claim. 
What you could get by an ordinary judgment, 
did not want confiscation called to its aid. 
When you had their eunuchs, their ministers, 
their treasurers, their agents, and attornies in 
irons, did you then ask any of these questions? 
No — Discover the money you have in trust, or 
you go to corporal punishment — you go to the 
castle of Chunar — here is another pair of irons — 
tliis was the only language used. 

When the Court of Directors, alarmed at the 
proceedings against these ancient ladies, ordered 
their Indian Government to make an inquiry 
into their conduct, the Prisoner had then ah 
opportunity, and a duty imposed upon him, of 
entering into a complete justification of his con- 
duct ; he might have justified it by every civil, 
and by every criminal mode of process. Did he 
do this ? No — Your Lordships have in evidence 
the manner, equally despotick, rebellious^ inso- 
lent, fraudulent, tricking and evasive, by which 
he positively refused all inquiry into the matter. 

How 
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-How Stands it now, more than twelve years after 
the seizure of their goods —at ten thousand miles 
distance ? You ask of these women, buried in the 
depths of Asia, secluded from human commerce, 
what is their title to their estate. Have you the 
parties before you ? have you summoned them ? 
where is their attorney ? where is their agent ? 
.where is their counsel ? Is this law ? Is this a 
legal process? Is this a tribunal — the highest 
tribunal of all — ^that which is to furnish the 
example for, and to be a controul on all the rest? 
But what is worse, you do not come directly 
to the trial of this right to property. You are 
desired to surround and circumvent it ; you are 
desired obliquely to steal an iniquitous judgment, 
which you dare not boldly ravish. At this judg- 
ment you can only arrive by a side wind. You 
have before you a criminal process against an 
offender; — one of the charges against him is, 
that he has robbed matrons of high and reverend 
place. His defence is, that they had not the apt 
deeds to entitle them in law to this property. In 
this cause, with only the delinquent party before 
you, you are called upon to try their title on his 
allegations of its invalidity, and by acquitting 
him to divest them not only of their goods, but of 
their honour; to call them disseizors, wrong 
doers, cheats, defrauders of their own son. No 
bearing for them, no pleading, all appeal cut off 

Was 
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Was ever a man, indicted for a robbery, that is^ 
for the forcible taking of the goods possessed by 
another, suffered to desire the prosecutor to shew 
the deeds, or other instruments, by which he ac- 
quired those goods ? The idea is contemptible 
and ridiculous. Do these men dream ? Do they 
conceive, in their confused imaginations, that you 
can be here trying such a question, and venturing 
to decide upon it ? Your Lordships will never da 
that, which if you did do, you would be unfit to^ 
subsist as a tribunal for a single hour j and if we, 
on our part, did not bring before you this 
attempt, as the heaviest aggravation of the Pri- 
soner's crimes, we should betray our trust, as 
representatives of the Commons of Great Britain. 
Having made this protest, in favour of law, of 
justice, and good policy, permit me to take a 
single step more. 

I will now shew your Lordships that it is very 
possible, nay very probable, and almost certain, 
that a great part of what these ladies possessed 
was a saving of their own, and independent of 
any grant. It appears in the papers before you,; 
that these unfortunate ladies had about 70,000/. 
a-year, landed property. Mr. Bristow states iff 
evidence before your Lordships, that their annual 
expences did not exceed a lack and a half, and 
that their income was about seven lacks ; that 
they had possessed this for twenty years before 

the 
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Mr, Hastings^ his despotcck master, could never 

get lum regularly and systematically to make 

wch a claim j the very reverse of this is the 

iruih; when urged on to the commission of these 

*; acts of violence by Mr. Middleton, you have seen 

. •;Tvith what horrour, and how reluctantly he lends 

.^iii$ name, and when he does so, he is dragged 

...-OTce a victim to the stake. At the beginning of 

.•'.thiS: affair, where do we find that he entered this 

V ^llaim, as the foundation of it. Upon one occa-* 

: sion only, when dragged to join in this wicked 

• .«ct, something dropped from his lips which 

• /"seemed rather to have been forced into his mouthy 
;/and which he was obliged to spit out a:gain9 
\:^bput the possibility that he might have had 
v -sbflie right to the effects of the Begums. 

.:• We next come to consider the manner in 

• * 

-.which these acts of violence were executed* 

.VThey forced the Nabob himself to accompany 
,\ :th(eir troops, and their Resident Mr. Middleton 

:<p attack the city and to storm the fort in which 

•these ladies lived, and consequently to outrage 

•/.their persons, to insult their character, and to 

..^•degrade their dignity, as well as to rob them of 

//..«!jl;th6y had. 
. .:/; iT^^t your Lordships may learn something of 

• 0i]ie cyf these ladies called the Munny Begum^ I 
r ^jJrill refer you to Major Brown's evidence ; a 
;4^n who was at Delhi, the fountain head of all 
:-/;-Vql. XV. Ff the 
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empire. Now the Mogul empire, when this 
woman came into the world, was an empire of 
that dignity, that kings were its subjects ; and 
this very Mirza Shuffee Khan, that we speak of^ 
her near relation, was then a prince with a 
million a-year revenue ; and a man of the first 
rank, after the Great Mogul, in the whole 
empire. 

My Lords, these were people that ought to 
have been treated with a little decorum. When 
we consider the high rank of their husbands, 
their fathers, and their children ; a rank so high, 
that we have nothing in Great Britain to com- 
pare with theirs ; we cannot be surprised that 
they were left in possession of great revenues, 
great landed estates, and great monied property* 
All the female parts of these families, whose 
alliance was, doubtless, much courted, could not 
be proffered in marriage, and endowed in a 
manner agreeably to the dignity of such persons, 
but with great sums of money ; and your Lord- 
ships must also consider the multitude of children 
of which these families frequently consisted. 
The consequences of this robbery were such as 
might naturally be expected. It is said, that 
not one of the females of this family has since 
been given in marriage. 

But all this has nothing to do with the rebels- 
lion. If they had, indeed, rebelled to cut their 
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settled^ are supposed to guard botii the houdur of 
the women, and their treasures, witli more fide- 
lity than other persons would do. We know, 
that in Constantinople, and in many other 
places these persons enjoy offices of the highest 
trusty and are of great rank and dignity ; and 
this dignity and rank they possess for the purpose 
of enabling them to fulfil their great trusts more 
effectually. The two principal eunuchs of the 
Begums were Jo war and Behar Ali Khan, persons 
of as high rank and estimation as any people in 
the country. These persons, however, were 
seized, hot, says Mr. Hastings, for the purpose 
of extorting money, as assumed in the Charge, 
but as agents and principal instruments of ex* 
citing the insurrection before alluded to, &c» 
Mr. Hastings declares, that they were not seized 
for the purpose of extorting money ; but that 
they were seized in order to be punished for 
their crimes, and, eo nomine^ for this crime of 
rebellion. Now this crime could not have been 
committed immediately by women themselves} 
for no woman can come forward, and head her 
own troops. We have not heard that any woman 
has done so since the time of Zenobia, in another 
part of the east } and we know that in Persiat 
no person can behold the face of a woman of 
rank, or speak to females of condition, but 
through a curtain ; therefore they could not go 
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inform you, that we have at length so far 
obtained the great object of our expedition to 
this place, as to commence on the receipt of 
money, of which, in the course of this day, we 
have got about six lacks. I know not yet 
what amount we shall actually realize, but I 
think I may safely venture to pronounce, it 
will be equal to the liquidation of the Com- 
pany's balance. It has been at once the most 
important and the most difficult point of duty 
which has ever occurred in my office; and 
the anxiety, the hopes, and fears, which have 
alternately agitated my mind, cannot be de- 
scribed or conceived but by those who have , 
been witness to what has passed in the course 
of this long contest. The [Nabob's] ministers 
have supported me nobly, and deserve much 
commendation. Without the shrewd discern* 
ment and knowledge of the finesse and tricks 
of the country which Hyder Beg Khan pos« 
sesses, I believe we should have succeeded 
but indifferently ; for I soon found that no 
real advantage was to be obtained by proceed- 
ing at once to violent extremities with the 
Begum, and that she was only to be attacked 
through the medium of her confidential ser- 
vants, who it required considerable address to 
get hold of. However, we at last efiected it; 
and by using some few severities with them, 

ff4 " we 
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lias got tlie least proof of the want of title In 
those ladies: not a word of the kind. Yoil 
cannot help observing the soft language used in 
this tender billet-doux between Mr. Middletoi) 
and Sir Elijah Impey. You would imagine that 
they were making love, and that you heard th6 
voice of the turtle in the land. You hear the 
soft cooing, the gentle addresses. Oh, my hopes 
to-day, my fears to-morrow, all the language of 
friendship almost heightened into love ; and it 
comes at last to " I have got at the secret hoards 
•* oftliese ladies.*^ Let us rejoice, my dear Sif 
Elijah ; this is a day of rejoicing ; a day of 
triumph ; i^nd this triumph we have obtained by 
seizing upon the old lady's eunuchs, in doing 
which, however, we found a great deal of diffi** 
culty. You would imagine from this last ex^ 
pression, that it was not two eunuchs, with a few 
miserable women clinging about them, that they 
had to seize, but that they had to break through 
all the guards which we see lovers sometime^ 
breaking through, when they want to get at their 
ladies. Hardly ever did the beauty of a young 
lady excite such rapture ; 1 defy all the charmi 
this country can furnish, to produce a more 
wonderful effect than was produced by the hofinh 
of these two old women, in the bosoms of iSr 
Elijah Impey and Mr. Middleton *^ We have 
** got," he exultingly says, " we have got to 

« the 
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«• the secret hoards of this old lady;*' and I 
verily believe, there never was a passion less 
dissembled; there nature spoke; there was 
|ruth triumphant, honest truth. Others may 
feign a passion ; but nobody can doubt the rap- 
tures of Mr. Hastings, Sir Elijah Impey, and 
Mr. Middleton. ^ 

My Lords, one would have expected to have 
-found here something pf their crimes; some- 
thing of their rebellion, for he talks of a few 
V necessary severities." But no j you find the 
ceal criminal,, the re^l object, was the secret 
fioards of the old ladies. It is true afew severi- 
ties were necessary to obtain that object ; how- 
ever they did obtain it. How then did they 
proceed ? — First, they themselves took and re- 
xreivedj in weight and tale, all the money that 
)¥as in the place, I say all, for whether there was 
any more, they never have discovered, with all 
itheir search, from that day ta this. Therefore 
.we fairly presume, that they had discovered all 
that there was to discover, with regard to money. 
They next took, from these unfortunate people, 
^n engagement for the amount of treasure, at a 
definite sum, without knowing whether they had 
♦it or not ; whether they could procure it or not. 
•.The Bow Begum has told us, as your Lordships 
have it in evidence, that they demanded from 
her a million of njoney y that she> of course, 

denied 
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denied having any such sums ; but Mr. Middle- 
ton forced her unfortunate eunuchs or treasurers^ 
by some few severities to give their bond for 
600,000 /. 

'. You would imagine, that when these eunuchs 
had given up all that was in their power, when 
they had givcq a bond for what they had not 
(for they were only the treasurers of other peo- 
ple) that the band would not have been rigidly 
exacted. But what do Mr. Hastings and Mr. 
Middleton as soon as they get their plunder ? 
tliey went to their own assay-table, by which 
they measured the rate of exchange between the 
coins in currency at Oude and those at Calcutta, 
and add the difference to the sum for which the 
bond was given. Thus they seize the secret 
hoards ; they examine it as if they were receiv- 
ing a debt ; and they determine what this money 
would and ought to produce at Calcutta : not 
considering it as coming from people who gave 
all they had to give, but as what it would pro^ 
duce at the mint at Calcutta, according to ti 
custom made for the profit of the Residents*; 
even though Mr. Hastings, upon another occa- 
sion, charged upon Mr. Bristow as a crime, that 
he had made that profit. This money, my Lords; 
was taken to that assay-table, which they had 
invented for tlieir own profit, and they maife 
their victims pay a rupee and a half batta, or 

exchange 
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exchange of money, upon each gold mohiir j by 
which, and other charges, they brought them 
60,000 /. more in debt ; and forced them to give 
a bond for that 60,000 /. 

Your Lordships have seen in what manner 
these debts were contracted ; and that they were 
contracted by persons engaging, not for them« 
selves, for they had nothing ; all their property 
was, apparently, their mistresses. You will now 
see in what manner the payment of them was 
exacted, and we shall beg leave to read to you 
their own accounts of their own proceedings^ 
Your Lordships will then judge whether they were 
proceeding against rebels as rebels, or against 
wealthy people as wealthy people, punishing them 
under pretence of crimes, for their own profiu 

In a letter from Mr«MiddIeton to Mr. Has- 
tings, after two other paragraphs, he goes on 
thus : — ^* It remained only to get possession of 
*^ her wealth ; and to effect this, it was then, 
^^ and is still my firm and unalterable opinion, 
^ that it was indispensably necessary to employ 
** temporizing expedients, and to work upon the 
** hopes and fears of the Begum herself, and 

more especially upon, those of her principal 

agents, through whose means alone there ap- 
f* peared any probable chance of our getting 
** access to the hidden treasures of the late 
** Vizier ; and when 1 acquaint you, that by far 
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♦* the greatest part of the treasure which has 
" been delivered to the Nabob, was taken from 
*• Lhe most secret recesses in the houses of the 
" two eunuchs, whence, of course, it could not 
'* have been extracted without the adoption of 
<' those means which could induce the discovery, 
** I shall hope for your approbation of what I 
•* did J I must also observe, that no further 
*• rigour than that which I exerted could have 
<^ been used against females in this country, to 
^* whom there can be no access j the Nabob and 
** Solar Jung were the only two that could 
^' enter the Zenana ; the first was a son, who 
'< was to address a parent; and, of course, 
f^ could use no language or action but that of 
^^ earnest and reiterated solicitation ; and the 
'' other was, in all appearance, a traitor to our 
" cause. Where force could be employed it 
** was not spared ; the troops of the Begum 
^^ were driven away and dispersed ; their guns 
^^ taken ; her fort, and the outward walls of her 
** house seized and occupied by our troops, at 
♦< the Nabob's requisition, and her chief agents 
*^ imprisoned and put in irons. No further step 
<^ was left. And in this situation they still 
*< remain, and are to continue (excepting only 
'* a remission of the irons) until the final liqtii« 
*^ dation of the payment; and if then you deem 
^* it proper, no possible means of offence being 

« left 
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•* left in her hands, or those of her agents, all 
" her lands and property having been taken, I 
" mean, with your sanction, to restore her 
** house and servants to her, and hope to be 
•* favoured with your early reply, as I expect 
" that a few days will complete the final sur- 
" render of all that is further expected from the 
" Begum." 

There are some things in this letter which I 
shall beg your Lordships to remark ; — there is 
mention made of a few preliminary severities 
used by Mr. Middleton, in order to get at their 
money ; well, he did get at the money, and he 
got a bond for the payment of an additional sum, 
which they thought proper to fix at about six 
hundred thousand pounds, to which was added 
imother usurious bond for sixty thousand ; and 
in order to extort these forced bonds, and to 
make up their aggravated crimes of usury, vio* 
lence, and oppression, they put these eunuchs 
into prison, without food and water, and loaded 
their limbs with fetters :— this was their second 
imprisonment i and what followed these few se- 
verities, your Lordships will remark — still more 
severities. They continued' to persecute, to 
oppress, to work upon these men, by torture, 
und by the fear of tojrture ; till at last, having 
found that all their proceedings were totally 

inefilectual, 



OF. WARREN HASTINGS^ ESQ. 4tVJ 

ineffectual, they desire the women to surrender 
their house ; though it is in evidence before 
you, that to remove a woman from her own 
house to another house, without her consent, is 
an outrage of the greatest atrocity, on account 
of which many women have not only threatened; 
but have actually put themselves to death. Mr; 
Hastings, himself, in the case of Munny Begum, 
had considered such a proposition as the last 
degree of outrage that could be offered. These 
women offered to go from house to house, while 
their residence was searched ; but, no, say their 
tormentors, the treasure may be bricked up in 
so large a house in such a manner that we can- 
not find it. 

But to proceed with the treatment of these 
unfortunate men. I will read to your Lordshipd 
a letter of Mr. Middleton to Captain Leonard 
Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad; 18th March 
1782. 

" Sir,— I have received your letter of the 
13th instant; the two prisoujers, Beliar and 
Jewar Ali Khan, having violated their written 
solemn engagement with me, foi' the payment 
<^ of the balance due to the Honourable Com** 
f^ pany, on the Nabob's assignments, accept^ by 
*^ them, and declining giving me any satisfactor|r 

** assurances 
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second, a bond for 60,000 /. ; the third was in^ 
tended to extort the payment of these bondsi 
and completed their series. > 

I will now read a letter from Captain Jaques 
to Mr. Middleton, from the printed Minutes ; 
dated Palace, Fyzabad, May 18th, 1782, con* 
sequently written nearly a month after tlwi 
former. 

" Sir, — The prisoners Behar and Jewar Ali 
" Khan, who seem to be very sickly, have re- 
quested their irons might be taken off for a 
few days, that they might take medicine, and 
walk about the garden of the place where thejr 
** are confined, to assist the medicine in its 
'' operation. Now, as I am sure they would be 
^^ equally as secure without their irons as with 
** them, I think it my duty to inform you of 
*' this request, and desire to know your plea^ 
** sure concerning it. 

(signed) *\ Leonard Jaques.'* 

On the 22d May 1782, Captain Jaques-'s 
humane proposal is thus replied to by Mr. Mid- 
dleton : — " I am sorry it is not in my power to 
** comply with your proposal of easing the. pri*- 
** soners for a few days of their fetters. Much 
•* as my humanity may be touched by their fiuf- 
Vol. XV. Go " ferings, 
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*< ferings, I should think it inexpedient to afford 
" them any alleviation, while they persist in a 
** breach of their contract with me; and indeed 
" no indulgence could be shewn them without 
«• the authority of the Nabob, who, instead of 
'* consenting to moderate the rigours of their 
** situation, would be most willing to multiply 
" them. 

(signed) " Nathaniel Middleion.** 

I will now call your Lordships* attention to 
other letters, connected with this transaction. 

Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr» Middleton, 
June 5th, 1782. 

" Sir, — Agreeably to your instructions, I 
'* went to the prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali 
*' Khan, accompanied by Hoolas Roi, who read 
*^ the papers respecting the balance now due, 
" &c. &c. 

♦* In general terms they expressed concern 
^' at not being able to discharge the same with- 
out the assistance of the Begum, and requested 
indulgence to send a message to her on that 
subject, and in the evening they would give 
** an answer. 

*• I went at the time appointed for the 
•* answer, but did not receive a satisfactory one; 

« in 
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in consequence of which I desired them to be 
ready, at the shortest notice, to proceed to 
Lucknow ; and explained to them every par- 
ticular contained in your letter of the Ist 
instant respecting them. 

Yesterday morning I sent for Lataffit AH 
^' Khan, and desired him to go to the Bow 
** Begum, and deliver the. substance of my 
^' instructions to her, which he did, and re- 
•• turned with the enclosed letter from her. 
*^ From some circumstances, which I have heard 
*' to-day, I am hopeful the prisoners will soon 
** think seriously of their removal, and pay the 
** balance rather than submit themselves to an 
" inconvenient journey to Lucknow/* 

To Major Gilpin commanding at Fyzabad, 
from Mr. Middleton : — " Sir, I have been fa- 
*• voured with your letter of the fifth instant, 
" informing me of the steps you had taken, in 
** consequence of ray instructions of the first, 
" and covering a letter from the Bow Begum, 
^' which is so unsatisfactory, that I cannot 
** think of returning an answer to it. Indeed, 
'< as all correspondence between the Begum and 
<< me has long been stopped, I request you will 
'^ be pleased to inform her that I by no means 
'^ wish to resume it, or maintain any friendly 
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" intercourse with her, until she has made good 
" my claim upon her for the balance due. 

** I have now, in conformity to my former 
instructions, to desire that the two prisoners, 
Behar and Jewar Ali Khan, may be imme- 
diately sent, under a sufficient guard to Luck- 
now, unless, upon your imparting to them 
this intimation, either they or the Begum 
should actually pay the balance, or give you 
** such assurances or security for the assets to 
•* be immediately forthcoming, as you think can 
«* be relied upon ; in which case you will of 
•* course suspend the execution of this order." 

Mn Richard Johnson to Major Gilpin ; Luck- 
now, 24th June 1782 : — " Sir, I have received 
•* the honour of your letter of the 20th. The 
prisoners arrived here this morning j Lieute- 
nant Crow has delivered them over to Captain 
Waugh, and returns to you in a day or two. 
" I think their hint to you a very good one, 
** and worth improving upon; was the Bow 
** Begum to think that she must go to Allaha- 
*^ bad, or any other place, while her palace is 
'^ searched for the hidden treasure of the late 
Vizier; it might go further than any other step 
that can be immediately taken towards pro- 
** curing payment of the balance outstanding- 
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" The prisoners are to be threatened with 
" severities to-morrow, to make them discover 
" where the balance may be procurable, the 
** fear of which may possibly have a good effect; 
** and the apprehensions of the Begum, lest they 
-•* should discover the hidden treasure, may 
" induce her to make you tenders of payment, 
" which you may give any reasonable encourage- 
^* ment to promote that may occur to you. 

" The jaghire cannot be released to her on 
" any other terms, nor even to the Nabob, until 
** the five lacks for which it was granted be 
^* paid up ; and the prisoners must also be de- 
** tained until the full fifty lacks be liquidated ; 
" consequently nothing but the fear of an in- 
** crease of demand, upon breach of the first 
*' engagement on her part, will induce her to 
** prompt payment.'* 

Letter from Mr. Richard Johnson to the 
commanding officer of the guard ; Lucknow, 
23d July 1782 :— " Sir, Some violent demands 
" having been made for the release of the pri- 
** soners, it is necessary that every possible pre- 
" caution be taken for their security. You will. 
" therefore be pleased to be very strict in 
*^ guarding them ; and I herewith send another 
** pair of fetters, to be added to those now upon 
** the prisoners.'' 

o G 3 Letter 
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** whose command were the sepoys ? — A. That 
** they were brought in by. Q. Yes? — A. I do not 
^* recollect. Q. Were those sepoys, that brought 
*' in the prisoners, part of the Nabob's army, or 
<< were they any British troops? — A. To the 
best of my recollection, they were detached 
from a regiment then stationed at Fyzabad. 
** Q. In whose service was that regiment? — 
A. In the Company's. Q. Were they im- 
prisoned in any house near that in which you 
** resided? — A. They were imprisoned imme* 
** diately under the window of the house in which 
*• I resided, close to it. Q. Did you, or did you 
" not ever see any preparations made for any 
" corporal punishment? — A. I saw something 
■« of a scaffolding. Q. For what purpose ? — A. I 
" heard it was for the purpose of tying them 
** up. Q. Whose prisoners did you consider 
" these men to be ? — A. 1 considered them as 
«* prisoners of the Resident; they were close to 
** his house, and under an European officer.*' 

Your Lordships have now seen the whole 
process, except one dreadful part of it, which 
was the threatening to send the Begum to the 
castle at Chunar. Afler all these cruelties, 
after all these menaces of further cruelties, after 
erecting a scaffold for actually exercising the 
last degree of cnminal punishment, namely, bj 
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persons that the Prisoner used to disgrace the 
British name. Who are the officers that stormed 
their fort ? ^who put on the irons ? who sent 
them? who supplied them? They are all, all 
English officers. There is not an appearance, 
even of a minister of the Nabob's, in the whole 
transaction. The actors are all Englishmen | 
and we, as Englishmen, call for punishment 
upon those who have thus degraded and dis- 
honoured the English name. 

We do not use torture or cruelties, even for 
the greatest crimes, but have banished them 
from our courts of justice; we never suffer them 
in any case. Yet those men, in order to force 
others to break their most sacred trust, inflict 
tortures upon them. They drag their poor 
victims, from dungeon to dungeon, from one 
place of punishment to another; and wholly on 
account of an extorted bond, for they owed no 
money, they could not owe any, but to get this 
miserable balance of 60,000/. founded upon 
their tables of exchange ; after they had plun* 
dered these ladies of 500,000 /• in money, and 
70,000/. a year in land, they could not be 
satisfied without putting usury and extortion 
upon tyranny and oppression. To enforce this 
unjust demand, the miserable victims were im- 
prisoned, ironed, scourged, and at last threatened 
to be sent prisoners to Chunan This menace 

succeeded. 
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they had themselves received the money in tale 
at their own assay table ; and when ann^ccount 
is demanded of the produce of the goods, they 
shrink from it, and say it was Hyder Beg 
Khan who received the things, and sold thera. 
Where is Hyder Beg Khan's receipt? The 
Begums say, (and the thing speaks for itself) 
that even gold and jewels coming from them lost 
their value ; that part of the goods were spoilt, 
being kept long unsold in damp and bad ware- 
houses ; and that the rest of the goods were sold, 
as thieves sell their spoil, for little or nothing. 
In all this business, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Mid- 
Hlleton were themselves the actors, chief actors j 
but now when they are called to account, they 
substitute Hyder Beg Khan, in their place, a man 
that is dead and gone ; and you hear nothing 
more of this part of the business. 

But the sufferings of these eunuchs did not 
-end here; they were, on account of this odd 
5,000 /• confined for twelve months, not prisoners 
at large, like this Prisoner who thrusts his sore 
leg into your Lordship's faces every day, but in 
harsh and cruel confinement. These are the 
persons that I feel for. It is their dungeon, it 
is their unrevenged wrongs that move me. It 
is for these innocent, miserable, unhappy men, 
who were guilty of no offence but fidelity t6 
their mistresses, in order to vex and torturte 

whom 
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after having received this letter from Mr. Bris- 
tow, gets the supreme Council to order these 
very severities to be continued, till the last far- 
thing was paid. In order to induce the Coun-* 
cil to sanction this measure, he suppressed Mr. 
Bristow's declaration — that severities could do 
nothing more in exacting further payments; 
and the Resident, I find, was afterwards obliquely 
punished for his humanity by Mr. Hastings* 

Mr. Bristow's letter is dated the 12th of De^ 
cember, and he thus writes :•— 

" The battalion at Fyzabad [where the 
'< Begums and their ministers had been con* 
** fined] is recalled, and my letter to the Board 
'* of the first instant, has explained my conduct 
" to the Begum. The letter I addressed heff 
^* a translation of which I beg leave to enclose^ 
*• (No. 2) was with a view of convincing her that 
** you readily assented to her being freed from 
^* the restraints which had been imposed upon 
*^ her ; and that your acquiescence in her suf- 
'' ferings was a measure of necessity, to which 
^* you were forced by her extraordinary con- 
*< duct. I wished to make it appear, this was 
'^ a matter on which you directed me to consult 
** the Vizier's pleasure, that it might be knowa 
" you were the spring from whence she waft 
•** restored to her dignity and consequence.'/ 

On 
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women. He believed that they had done him 
some personal injury or other, of which he no 
where informs you. But, as you find that ia 
the case of Cheit Sing, he considered his visit 
to General Clavering, as an horrid outrage against 
himself, which he never forgave, and revenged 
to the ruin of that miserable person ; so you 
fmd that he has avowed the same malicious dis- 
position towards the Begums, arising from some 
similar cause. In page 367 of your printed 
Minutes, he says, '* I am sorry that I must in 
" truth add, that a part of the resentment of 
*^ the Begums was, as I had too much reason to 
** suspect, directed to myself personally. The 
'' incidents which gave rise to it are too light 
to be mixed with the professed subject and 
occasion of this detail ; and as they want tKe 
** authenticity of recorded evidence, I could lay 
'^ no claim to credit, in my relation of -them. 
^* At some period I may be induced to offer 
<' them to the world, my ultimate and unerring 
" judges, both of that and of every other trait 
" in my political character. ** 

My Lords, you have an anecdote here handtd 
to you, which is the key of a great part of this 
transaction: — He had determined upon some 
deep and desperate revenge for some injury or 
affront of some kind or other, that he thought he 
had received from these people. He accuses 

them 
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such a man as Mr. Middleton. You have heard 
the audacious and insulting language he has held 
to them i his declining to correspond with them, 
and the mode of his doing it. There are, my 
Lords, things that embitter the bitterness of 
oppression itself — contumelious acts and lan- 
guage coming from persons, who the other day 
would have licked the dust under the feet of the 
lowest servants of these ladies, must have em- 
bittered their wrongs, and poisoned the very cup 
of malice itself. 

O! but they deserved it. — They were con- 
cerned in a wicked outrageous rebellion : first, 
for expelling their own son from his dominions ; 
and secondly, for expelling and extirpating the 
English nation out of India. Good God Al- 
mighty ! my Lords, do you hear this ? — Do you 
understand that the English nation had made 
themselves so odious, so particularly hateful, 
even to women, the most secluded from the 
world, that there was no crime, no mischief, 
no family destruction, through which they would 
not wade, for our extermination ! — Is this a 
pleasant thing to hear of? Rebellion is, in all 
parts of the world, undoubtedly considered as a 
great misfortune — in some countries it must be 
considered as a presumption of some fault in 
government. Nowhere is it boasted of as supply- 

Vol. XV. H h ing 
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a rebellion ; but was this an unnatural rebellion? 
• — A rebellion against usurped authority, to save 
the prince, his children, and state, from a set of 
vile usurpers. 

My Lords, I shall soon close our proceeding 
for this day ; because I wish to leave this part 
of our Charge strongly and distinctly impressed 
upon your Lordships' memory, and because no- 
thing can aggravate it. I shall next proceed, 
in the farther examination of the Prisoner's 
defence, to dissipate as I trust we have done, 
and as I hope we shall do, all the miserable stuff 
they have given by way of defence. I shall often 
have occasion to repeat and press upon your 
Lordships, that that miserable defence is a heavy 
aggravation of his crime. At present, I shall 
conclude; leaving this part of our Charge with 
the impression upon your Lordships' minds, that 
this pretended rebellion was merely an insur* 
rection against the English, excited by their 
oppression. If the rebellion was against the 
Nabob, or if he was the author of the oppression 
which caused it, why do the English only ap- 
pear to be concerned in both of them? How 
comes it that the Nabob never appears to have 
expressed any resentment against the rebels? 
We shall prove, beyond a doubt, that the Begunas 
had nothing to do with it. There was, indeed^ 
as I have already said, what may be called a 

H H 2 rebellion ; 
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ever charge her with it ? He surely must have 
been most anxious to prevent and suppress a 
rebellion against himself; but not one word on 
that subject has ever come out of his mouth ;— 
nor has any one person been produced to shew 
that he was informed of the existence of such 
a rebellion. The persons said to be rebels, are 
his mother and grandmother ; and I again ask, 
was there the least intimation given to him by 
Mr. Middleton, or by any other person, of their 
being even suspected of rebellion against him ? 
There was, indeed, a hint of some rebellion, 
which the creatures of Mr. Hastings got at 
obliquely ; but neither the person against whom 
the rebellion is supposed to exist, nor the persons 
who were said to be guilty of it, were ever either 
informed of, or charged with it. I defy the 
Prisoner, and his whole gang, to produce one 
word ever uttered by any one of them, from 
which the Nabob or Begums could learn that 
they were supposed to be concerned in the re- 
bellion : so that none of those who were said to 
be the principal actors in the scene ever heard 
of the parts they were acting, from the actual 
authors and managers of the business. Not one 
word was uttered of a charge made, much less of 
proof given. Nothing was heard, but Give me 
the money — irons — new irons — new imprison- 
ment ; and at last the castle of Chunar. And 

here 
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here I beg leave to pause, and to leave upon 
your minds the impression, first, of the wrong 
that was done, the violence, and the robbery ; 
and secondly, of the pretences, both civil and 
criminal, by which they have attempted to jus- 
tify their proceedings. 

[Adjourned. 
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